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The  Institute  has  attempted  to  ot:!ain  the  best  original 
copy  available  lor  filming.  Features  of  this  copy  whrh 
may  be  bib'iographically  unique,  which  may  alter  any  of 
the  images  in  the  reproduction,  or  which  may 
significantly  change  the  usual  method  of  filming  are 
checked  below. 
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Covers  damaged  / 
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□    Covers  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Couverture  resfauree  et/ou  pelhculee 

I j    Cover  title  missing  /  Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

I I    Coloured  maps  /  Cartes  geographiques  en  couleur 

□    Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)  / 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

j       I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations  / 
i ^^    Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material  / 
Relie  avec  d'autres  documents 


j    Only  edition  rvailable  / 
Seuie  edition  disponible 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion  along 
intenor  margin  /  La  reiiure  serree  peut  causer  de 
I'ombre  ou  de  la  distorsion  le  long  de  la  narae 
interieure. 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restorations  r-ay  appear 
-  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these  have  been 
omitted  from  filming  /  II  se  peut  quecertames  paaes 
blanches  ajoutees  Icrs  d'une  restaurat'cn 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte.  mais,  Icrsque  ce^a  etait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  ete  f'lmees. 

~    Additional  comments  / 

J    Commentaues  supplementaires: 


LInstitut  a  microfilme  le  meilleur  exemplaKe  qu'ii  lui  a 
eie  possible  de  s.e  procurer.  Les  details  do  cet  exem- 
p.aire  qui  sont  peut-etre  uniques  du  point  de  vue  bibli- 
ographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier  une  image  reproduite. 
ou  qui  peuveni  exiger  une  modification  dans  la  metho- 
de  nonmale  de  filmage  sont  indiques  ci-dessous. 

[ I    Coloured  pages  /  P^ges  de  couleur 

I j    Pages  damaged  /  Pages  erJommagees 

j      I    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
! !    Pages  restaurees  et/ou  pelliculees 
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Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed  / 
Pages  decolorees,  tachetees  ou  piquees 

Pages  detached  /  Pages  detachees 

Showthrough  /  Transparence 

Quality  of  print  varies  / 
Qualite  inegale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material  / 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata  slips, 
tissues,  etc..  have  been  refilmed  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  totalement  ou 
partiellement  obscurcies  par  ur,  feuiiiet  d'errata,  une 
pelure,  etc.,  ont  ete  filmees  a  nouveau  de  faijon  a 
obtenir  la  m.eilleure  image  possible. 

Opposing  pages  with  varying  colouration  or 
discolourations  are  filmed  twice  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  s'opposant  ayant  des 
colorations  variables  ou  des  decoloraticns  sont 
filmees  deux  fois  afm  d'obtenir  ia  meiHeure  image 
possible. 
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Lexemplairo  filmi  fut  reproduit  grace  d  la 
g^n^rositd  de 

liibl  ioLhequc   njtiondle   du   Ctindda 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  oripinal  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ^  (meaning     CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning    'END"). 
whichever  applies. 

^':aps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
cifferent  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirety  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  (eft  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom    as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t*  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  som,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nenet6  de  lexemplairo  film*,  et  en 
conformit*  ovec  les  conditions  du  contrar  de 
filmage 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  impnmee  sont  film^s  en  commencant 
p.9r  le  premier  plat  e;  on  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  compone  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  dillustration,  soit  par  !e  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  film*s  en  commencant  par  la 
premiAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  dillustration  et  en  ter.-nmant  par 
la  derniAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
derniAre  image  de  chaque  microfiche,  seion  le 
cas:  le  symbole  —^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE  ',  le 
symbole  V  signifie   ■FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc  ,  peuvent  etre 
film*s  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diff^rents 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  etre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  cliche,  il  est  film6  ^  partir 
de  Tangle  sup*rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  ^  drone 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nAcessaire    Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m^thode. 
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I  HAVF  brrn  rnn.erned  about  tlic  trnnshition  of 
rcTtain  (rypsy  uords  which  occur  in  this  b,»>k. 
F<K)tnotcs  are  irritatinkT.  a  vn<ahul;  ry  uastcs  a  read 
ers  tunc  and  patience.  And  yet  certain  vords. 
as  •'rnnsh.'  man  or  husband;  '•chavis.'  chihiren  i 
■*yoK.'  fire;  •'rye.-  trentleman  ;  and  "raunie," 
lady,  are  cv,r  nn  tlie  hp^  of  ■•travellers.  I  have, 
therefore,  rarely  translated  a  pypsy  word.  The 
meaning  of  a  word  is  usually  cle.ir  from  the  con- 
text, and  where  it  is  not— it  docs  not  matter  to  the 
narrative. 

E.  S.  Steve.ns. 
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(  ff\i'ri:K  I 

:"■'■  •■'"'"'■"':'^  •■-"'■  •'  I"h,<i,mI  ,„n  u,...,,„n.,  „(•.,  ,„„. 

^•nn.-l   .^>u,lt.  fh,.  f|,n,.t   ..,..,.,|M.t    ln\  tl.^h  of  i„nnn„  r- 

,.';,    ;••>■,  ■""'    "„n„t..    .unr.U.       I{„t     In,     Ca.v     u  ..    .„ 

'■'"''■''       "'^     '^     "'-'^     """•"     M„M■ti^,.     to     tl.,.     i,„.,...,„t 

;""'"■      '^    "'"'';;   ""■   '■"''!•   ■■"Hi   in.    han.l.   u,  ,v   :,hun.t 

I);i.f   frcllllo-.         \\  !,,.,f    ^.,,   jfi 

iiaiii.  it  u,i>  rain. 

TIm;  m,,,  !I  of  sn,,k..,|  a.ul  .1,  ravi,,:^  l-av..,  a  ^,,at 
P.''tf.n,_,u-  .larkrn..:  u-f,  uToui,,.-  thin^,..  .o.l.i,  n  an.l 
I'.v.  riMiiM-  ,.,!,o„f  Inn,  „„  nth,,-  .id,-  .0,at  u.,v  thrv'^ 
Ufnn.  o.mI.I  |„  1,,,:  ;,,  att,,,,,,!.,!  to  hm,  a.ul  w.'th 
'-    n,a  .,l,tv    to    ,n,.k,.    a    si,,:,!,     li„,!,    .,,    ,„„.,,,,.    <•,„;, 

tlH'   I.hMh,^   ot    Im>  lu-ain.   ai, ,,  .■(    f.ara,,,!    horror    .^vw 
ujmri  hnii.  '^ 

ir.'  triril  to  cry  oiii      1„.  ,.o,i!,|  utt,  r  no  soun.l       Ur 
!"•'!'''■  'y.l'-|H'-at.'i(fort   to  articilat,.  I,„t   i„.  ,.„„|,|   „ot 
f)nn^^    Ins    .tiff    to„u-,„     or    ^ilvnt     tliroaf    to    oImv    lii. 
ur<r..„t    apjual       Tin-    rain    ua>   h-atin;,^   upon    l,i>"l,air, 
It    smnrd    as    thouol,    h.    uuv    uTa.lnaliv    .n.ltin-   an.l 
'i'-nw,nn.-     until    !,..    wa.    part    of    tin-   ,lrip,Hn:,    un.l.  r- 
^^routii  wlurl,   hru.lud  l,i>  fa.v  with  a  nunan.  of  <|,  at  h 
I  >•   won(Kiv,l   ,f  hi.   .  v,.>   ucr,.  op,.,,,,]   or  do,,,!        \„ 
h.y   u..r.   clos.cl.    for   h.   f.lt    the   .oft  l.lahonrnHnf    ot' 
...     allm.^   ram    upon    tlv    Vu\..      Horror   >hrt    hiu,    in. 
ih     thou^-ht    that    h,     ha,l    alna.lv    .li.,i.    an.l    that    his 
fl.ad    hody    wa>    h.  inir    u,.,.h,,i    ;„t„    „iutilation    hv    th.^ 
pounn^r  water,  an.l  in  th.    nii.Kt  of  that  ni-htmar..  th.- 
w.t    fronds  of  ..ill    uns.cn    plant    mov,  ,1    ov'^r    l.U    fu-c 
•>i..l   h.'   kntw   that    he   was   ah'v,    tlmu^h    the    t-rror   .,f 


o 


.M.I.UAKI) 


'-    'li'vri.       Tl,,-    l,r,ick(n, 


;'^    ^'^i''^'    «.'>   ^lili   ult!,   l.iiii.      HI,    MMiI   .i-iMl  ,„it,   l,i. 
Ii|i>  u  .  |-i    (  ru/i  'i. 

.    ,''"'""  •'-•''"  '"■  p-'-'l   i"'"  .-i  >i.!l'    "f  in.  r.ifiil  .Ir.aiM, 
in'u  ti  iii|ii)i  il  ,|,  ltd. 

All      ImjIM-      |,i!i  I-.      .•Hi!      it      \\;i- 

tii'iM  n   .111(1    iham^l,  .1.    t 

"I  llir  M,.,Li„M-  ,|,,uniM,iii-.  Til,.  ,,ik  hv.-.,  i,  ,tl,  .,  anil 
-'■'.'•  '''■'"'  ''"i>-  "<l^-l  l'"n-Ii.  .■,^:n„,t  tl„  l,.a,l,,i 
"""■"■•"^•-  ''■'"■  '''n.  .,  !.;,v,>  at  thur  r.M.U  ;:1,M,,„,|, 
^•"'''"'  •""'  fl'tl'MMl  l,\  l|...  uatrr.  •I'l,..  .I.u.k.  ,u,,.t 
■^"""  "'  '■""  ""  tl"  I'mT  :,:,,:, 1,1  nf  uianv  ,u,t.nni,> 
"'"'  "1'  ''1^'-  -•I'ifi  Inr,  UM..  tliivm-h  tl„.  i,aiv  tui.,-, 
'"'"      "'■■      '"•■'^A      >kv.  Ti:,.      .^vnnud      ua.      nu/v      ami 

'';''''■*'■•  ~'''l  *!='■  '''in  t'-n  nM'iinin„,,u-.lv.  Wniiiiinin-'  out 
'*'     '''.vtliiMic    li.atlrr.         I'll,,  a-.n-lv     it     .Iniiiiuic.r  a.ti.l 

[lit  t(  I-,  il  ;    stiipidlv.   cniit  iniKiii  -1  V. 

''■'"■    l''^'    ""I,    uIm,    lav    at     t'hr    iM.-.rn-;„    of    tiu-    vv„„,l 
ili'l  not  -t ir. 


^1 


^i 


>-■:.!.. i      a.        hoN^rl.      l,i,      I,,,,,,.      ,,,.,.,.      ;,,      j,^_.^^^_.^^      ^^^__j      ^^^ 

;"''■'■"'  ';  ■;''^"-|"A'lMn:.t,nn.  III.  ,u^  U,,.  „,„„  th,> 
'"""•  ••""I  •"•  >'H.  Mut  MHl,i,„lv.  ImiI  -r,„lu:>liv  |,kr  •! 
FMINn,,      ,,,■,. V,,M,w-     fn.,,,      ,-,,,      .Ul.T.tll,  t,V.      U  1m, 'l,,  ,..„„.. 

-l'-ul_v  .■lu-.tiv  of  lii-  Min-.i!iii,iini;>. 

,")"""''   '"-'    li'-^t,II.-   sn.la   voir,..        It    .,  , .   ,;,,.   ,,,;,„ 
-f   ■■'  1m,v.  or  ,.f   a  voun;4-;Airl.  Imt   |ou   an,!  a  |,ftl,    l„i.kv 
"'"■'■     7'^     Ivi'i'liu.^.     tlHiv    ua>     t|,n,,t.     in     t!„     hri:  {' 
''iiiiiiiiand. 

,  '''''*■  '"■"'  '■'••'''■-''  tl'''t  th,.  ,u,n  l,a,|  in,l,,,l  ,„,„.. 
"■'""  ■■'"  "'vnlnritaiy  athmpt  to  niov.  .  H,.  1,  t  ),,, 
•vrs      uaii,!.'!-      alx.iit      1,|\      .Min'oiin.iiii-^.        .\i 


.'inUi  fi'oi 


ill       ariM 


"   '"^    '"  "'    "•'-    ''"     '•""(■   of  a    |,,n-.    !mu    t.-nt. 


It  uas  >o  con^tni.-l,,!  tl,,t  o,,,-  .■.,„1,|  ,it.  ,.,„,,,  „,  j;,, 
'"  'f>  '"'•  "Of  .ta„,l  „,,riM-|,L  It  ua.  a  poor  air.ir 
•'•'t  "'•itly  put  fo.,.tl,..r.  I'atrhMl  an>l  ,lin..-v  .■lolh. 
'•""I  I'i.o-  ot  >ackin-.  .M'lnv.l  in-,  nion.lv  h."  tl,orn> 
»''iv  >tr.t(l,rd  ovr  la/.l  >takr.  ,iriv.  n  into  t!,,  m-,-,,,,,,,! 
••'f  "11. •  rnd  an. I  Ix^nt  into  a  <vntral  p,,|.  .  .,,  tint  tli. 
!'";'  ""^  l.<...p-.l.apr,l.  a  ua>  <h\i,|,,|  into  tuo 
Ktlv..  ,n  tlu.  .-.ntn-  I.,  in^.  a  Mnall,  nr.roof,,!  p,,rtion. 
*'"■""-''  ^^'"'■''  '!"■  Ml. ok.,  of  a  (,r,.  la.rnin-.-  on  a  tin 
t'-.iy  conl.i  orapr.  An  iron  n.,i  uiti,  a  l„,ok  at  ,„„. 
"".'  '"''^  ^"  '''■'^"'  i>i'<'  tl"-  uroiMhi  that  a  pot  .■oul.l 
■^^'"'"  *'■••'"  '^  "^■'■■-  ""■  '''•'/iii;4-  Hoo.l.  In  tin  fiirtlur 
♦••"•n.  1-  ot  t!,.  t,  nt  a  voun-  n-iH  ,,f  al.out  lift.  ,  n  M,natt..,| 
"!>';"  .L  li-ap  (.f  ol.l  >ark..  uln'ttiin-  a  p„  ,v  of  uoo.l 
"'"'  ■'  kniC.-.  SI,.,  linnnu,,!  >oftlv  a.  .|„.  uork,,l 
>!).•  li.ul   ;i  <|uantitv  ui  l.la.k   hair,   part,,!   in    t  h,    nii.MI,. 


*  AI.I.WAKl) 

niul  plaitr.l  imfidily  on  .itla,-  .,i(lr  of  I,,  r  far,..  lUr 
f(;ituiv>  u.,v  a  littlr  !,n,  h,,.,^v.  an. I  I,,  r  n|,|-yoim.r 
look  ua>  .r.liaiKv.l  l,y  a  .l.rfv  -nv  ^liaul,  ^^\ni^U  ^lu- 
won.  n-.,.>..,|  ahoiit  lu  r  !m,m.,ii.  TI,.  man  -a/,.,1  at 
Ihi-  ii:  a  iiiaiint.r  that  u.,^  |,..lt'  tuj.pi.l.  Hj,  |i,j,  ucic 
licav  V.  n^  tlioii^'h  f|-oni  a  Idii^-  si,  (  p. 

Sli,.  lil't,.,!  \>nn\u  ,\..  Ii(„n  li,  r  v.  hit  tlin--,  and  >aw 
tliat  his  \s,.rc  oj),n. 

■'H-'«-.v  you  r,,lin\-"  ,h..  ,l,n.an'l,,l,  u.th  a 
■MKliI'  II  sinih-.       nut  >h,-  ,h',l  not  uait  for  hi>  r,  plv. 

'•  VouM  h,  st  ,irink  M.ni,.  t,  a."  >h,.  a.l.i,",!  in  a 
l)UMn,.s>-hk,-  l,,n,.  Sh,.  narh,.!  for  a  vhipp,,|,  hha- 
iMani,.|  .in--.  an,l  put  fh..  spout  lo  hi>  lips,  s,ipp,„-ti„^, 
hi>  h.a.l  uith  on,  hainh  H,-  .liank,  lialf-.'hokin.rlT, 
""■''"■"">•  'i"-  li'"<is  s„„lt  stnuiojv  of  wood  sniCkc, 
th,.  t...i  ha, I  h,n--  l),,n  hi.u,,i  aiul  uas  hik.-vvarni  and 
hit t(  r. 

*•  \VI,..rf  an.  I:'"  hr  ask>,l  in  a  inoni.iit.  His  v,)i,a- 
>oun,l,,l  as  if  it  (lid  not  h,  lon^^-  t,)  him.  II,.  had  a 
ditfirully  in  rnun(.iatin<r,  i„  fhinkinn.  what  wuvd  to  usf, 
as  i(  he  wfi\.  sp.akini,^  a  fiu*,  ii.;ti  ]ani,niao,.. 

"That's  the  h'l'st  xiisihl,  u,)nl  voii's,.  a-snokc  for 
thni'day.s." 

Thivi-  days.^  What  did  .shi'  niuin .-  Soni.thin^r  was 
clouded  in  his  hrain.  " 

-Who  ai-L.  you,  littl,-  nlil.-*'  h,.  -rot  out  in  a  mo- 
ment. 

^^    '•  Vou     needn't     he      .f,anl,"     sh,.     said     jihasantly. 

"  \ou"re  as  safe  as  :i  mole  i)enealh  the  o,-,)und.      Daif'.s 

not   said   a   u,)r<l.      l{|e.ss   you,   he   uoul.ln't    even   call   a 

doctor,  in  case-like." 

JI,.  stru<,'^d,.d  with  m,  iital  paralysis. 

"I— don't  understand  -I  can't  rem,  nih.r." 

"  \V."    }.ick,(I    y<iu    up    tarly    on    Sunday    morninrr. 

There    you    was    iik..   a    lo^^^    in    th..    f.rn    on    the    haul, 
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dad   to  <.al     tin.   p„l......      Hut.  .|,ul,   \n-   .n,.,  ^  Sn,  l.J. 

..    p.MV   d.ap   until    I,..   r.n    say    ,•;    wo.il    for   his^Jf,' 

llKf  till'  IjtttlT,    III-  ■•avs.' 

Tl,,.   ^nrl    ^rav..   I.im    a    p.n.  t  ratin^r   ,„..,    half-nn-.ous 
oMh.n  n.tunun^Mo  Inr  plao.  pi..k...l  .p  ..,,,.  ,,,,,,, 
pieces  of  chips  and  put  tliciu  on  thr  (iiv. 

"  Vo.i  say    -you  pi,k.,l  nic-  up  l.v  flir  roa.l.i.K  ?  "  he 
tnunciatcd  f)auitullv. 

thor.^""""'  '"''  ""'  "'^-  "'"^'  •''•'  >■""  '■"'"'• 
•'I  don't  knou-r  he  n.,,h\.,!  slowly.  At  th.  mere 
fVr^  »". '---ll-n  a  „u,nl,  pain  h.hin.l  Ins  hn.w.s 
made  un,  km  lus  forehead  nervously.  ''  1  ,,„•(  r..,,,.  ,n- 
ber,     lie  added,  with  a  foreed  hm^di 

"Was   they  af-fer  you?"  sh.  a.k.,i.  with  a  carekss- 
ness  which  seemed  to  ooti   ,al  inforn.ati,,,, 


T    „r  ,   '  ;•      ^-^  ''""^   '^"•>«-      I  can't  remember. 

1    think    som.thm-    musi    have    liapp,  ned    to    nw       It's 
very  srran^a— I  can't  reii.emh.r  aiivthin-r  " 

"  Vouv\"l  r ' '"^    '^    "^'^"    ^i-"-i.ri„cndulousIv. 
1  ou  re  Kiddin  .  ' 

To  hi.s  own  surprise  h\u;  tears  -uldenlv  l,c<r,.n  to 
«>1I  out  of  lis  eyes.  They  rolled  down"  hi^eheeks 
'^:i-^y,  and  chased  each  other  down  th.  rivulet  thev 
iiad  made.  - 

^^   "There,  there!  .h.n't  cry  ahout   it."  .he  said  hastily 
-No    ones    0:0,,,'    f„   ^.iv,    _v„u    up.       U\    b,.,.|    to    see  "a 
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'"'"  ••'  nn\,n„'.      V.m,M   1„  ,t    .1,.,,  :^^:uu.      Ms   .l,,.!'! 

he   liick    srpdli.'' 

Slir  f.  II  to  u..rk  a-  tin.  hmiiniliiM-  to  Imim  If  a  IJtH, 
''"',"'  '"'"■  "^  ^'"'  'li'l'l-'l  "ImI  c.it;  half  HMMfr  Ht  tiinr. 
'"  ''"  ""  '"'  ♦'•'"H  til-'  I'-t  su,p,,i,|r,l  ov.r  th.-  fin- 
■""'  l"'l'  ■■'»  't^  .•..„|,„t..  |I,\  t.ar>  -ra.lnallv  c.aM.l 
*"  """;  'HhI  a  nnat  an,l  I,I.>m,|  <!,„». iiir>.  if.  >,■.  n.l..j 
iifinri  liiin. 

Hr  .usok,-  tuo  Ihmw.  lat.r  ,ui.l  f..u,„|  lui,,.,  If  !,.i„,- 
>t.;.,ltavtlv  iv:,ranl.,|  I,v  fmir  pair>  .-t'  .  v.  ^.  n,,-'  h,^ 
loii-v.l  I.,  tlir  \onn-  ni,|  I,,.  .,,„„, I  ,,;  ,,.^^,,  ,|,,,,,„„f 
of,  anotlur  to  a  l.,it  t.  ,-..1  |o,,kiti-  inaii  *Mth  a  nr.  v 
Ntnhhl.-  nr,,\M„^r  „v,,-  I, is  ,.|,i„  a.wl  iti  patch,  s  uv.V 
'"'  '•"■'•  ■""'  ""■  •"<•  p.n'-  ht>  t(,  he  accnunt,,!  for 
u.iv    t!i..    prop.rtv    of    tu„    Mnall.    win-haircl    t.rri.Ts 

"';';   ''A    ''^   '•'"-■    t«'   tl-    (i>v   in    th..   trav   as    th.v    coul.l 
Mitiiont  v|,,r-,  |,|„-  th,  ir  iio>,.. 

••  VoiiM  h.  all  the  l„  tt.i-  for  a  hit  of  soli.l  in  v.r 
stiiiniiiick."  said  th.    mail,  uho  «as  catin^r  hiiiis,  If. 

"I  f.<l  htiti-rv."  ^ai,|  th..  hi^r.  si,.k"Man  w,.a"klv.  as 
■ui  app.tiMii- o.loiir  in  tli,.  t,  nt  (ill.d  hi.  iiostril>.    " 

'J'hr  -iri    ros..,   k..piiio-  h.r  hack   h.  ut,  „r  sh,-  would 
liuvc   c'olh.h.,!    uith    th..    roof,   aiwl    tran-fcrn.j   som.    of 
the  coiifcnts  of  the  pot  on  (,,  a  j)latc. 
I'll  fi  1(1  'iiii."  she  s;ii<i. 

'*  II«-  ain't  a  hahv,"  ^n-owlcd  the  man. 

"  II.'s  a.  urak  as  a  hahv  yvi,"  sh,-  said,  and  hroti^Wit 
tli..  plat.,  to  the  sick  man  on  his  h..,!  of  sackin;,'. 

'■  'i'lianks,"  said  th..  sick  man  o-raf.fullv.  ?\^raii,  with 
her  pn)Mmitv  ..amc  th..  stron^r  and  acrid"  odouTof  wood 

Mliokc. 

Sh,.  propped  him  up  an-ai„.t  a  hundl..  which  slic 
dra^rnvd  uii.lcr  his  .sliouhlcis.  and  f.^d  him  spoonful  hv 
spoonful. 

•*  'I'h.  ic's  fort  V  i)ound  reward  offered  for  voii,"  said 
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tl:.-   li.H.l   an.l    .n/.K.!    ,nan    u,th   .lark   ,^.,.      -.J    „  ,„ 


••  r.. 


r  mv 


■■II  l""k.  lik,.  if."  .,.,;,]  ,|„.  „tL,.r  ,;,:;,  U,     ••  ll,..|,i,., 

'A;i>hMl..s    an.l    >nrl,  hk,.     ,11     fl..    .:.         .    •'  "'"' 


1/ 

111; 

Void-  Ih  ad." 


Ill 


'■''>•!-■     .ill    II..-    I,|„.    yn,    „,„    „„• 

:l't'',', ';"':'' ''".'.'•'''■'''•'■  ■■''■'  ""■«"■'■  "Vuu-ii 

•  iM    iiiMi   CI  \    attain. 

iiil'"''"v!::r''''r'''''ir'-'^'''''"''''-''''''''-^-^^^^^ 

—    a,„i    ,nv    iv„k,.,    ,,,„,,.    ,„^.^   ^^,_^,    ,._,  ;       '^ 

- •^-^t^Val.ou^vu•:lH,M    wason^ 

"^  't    N.>-       I    ua,    l.aMi.ir    ,„v    .In.p    i„    tl...    -       •    wit), 

^''i;    'nn.t    at.sall.      And  tlav  ;,iv..  „,.  a  .....Mtli." 

i   >vm,,„h,,   „„„,,i„^,,,  ^.,j^,  ^,^^    ,^  painfi.llv 

-  i..H.;jh^..p  ,.H,idd..nfa<.,s.  ••  x.„i,i,;.  ,:;„.:  ; 

t'Mt.      Jmiipin-^    fn.ni    >„!,„. t|,;„,r    *),..f    „.      ..   •  .  ;   .> 


dt  lice  of  a  j)acc.'' 


iliir    ^lla^    ua>    ^omu;    fli,. 


;■  ("om..  nou ,  von  M..\l!;vard,  a, n't  uvr  "  .wnr,,u.]  tlic 
/,ni//Ird  man,  point  hiank.  '  •,^-,' -rc.l  ttic 

"I    dorrf    kno«-i„    tl,.    l.a-t      wl.o    T    ai.,.      Tt    will 
'•"--"■  l.-k  to  me  pivs-ntly.      Alluard.^     Alhvar.r'     T 
;•'-    -    not    tamihar    to    m.  -  no.-tl.uard,    south  J,    , 
ci^tuard.  westward—  all-ward " 

"  He's  talking,  silly  a-ain,"  int.rpolat,  d  th.  ,r,rl. 
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"  Nn,  I  ;,|||  llnl/'  -,u(l  tin  ill",  .ill,  I.  "  M  v  lir.lin  is 
(•I..ir  .IM.ll;;!,  iinu.  IJiit  |,,U|-  ,,r  it  1,  l,„k.  ,1  U[.  (j;uk. 
I  (Mil  niii.  iiilitr  .iiiiiipm:,',  .uul  rain— athl  von  fulfin^' 
^^'""1  '*■  'iltl'  "liil"'  in  li.  IV  liiit  I),  foiv  "tliat  .MTv- 
tllillK  i>  ln>t.  It  ,>  ,1  hlaiik.  I  ,l..irt  lunuiil.,r  who 
'  '""'  '"■■  ""  intiiniit,  I'm-  t!ir  MM. mint  nf  ,(,ur>r. 
What  iii.iL.,  _\,iti  ihuik  'hat  I  am  thr  nam,-  you 
said.-  " 

"Allwanl,  I  >ai(i,  A-iaiu  Alluu,!.  HI  t.  |1  \oii  fa^f 
tiioil^li  -" 

"  No,  (lad.  don't,"  iiili  rnipt. d  tin  :;lrl.  *•  ]  won't 
liavc  it.  (  .iii't  vnii  >K-  his  liraiii  i>  di/ziid.-  VoiTII 
liuv(  hiiii  ill  airain  .jii^  as  |it">  ^ntliinr  hrtttr.  \'oii 
tool  \tr  jib,  vi/ii'll  mor  liiiii  asaurii^,  v*-'  horo 
diniulo !  " 

••Call    V.  f  ouii    ,|.,|   nanu-'"'   ^lid    tht-  :,M-i//K(|    man. 

"  ril    fall     voii    uoiM     III  Ion     I'm-    done    uith    voi;. 

Kt-kkcr    rokki-r   ,a    liv   i  l-c    I'll    (hi    mui.      Thcn'x   "time 

(iioutjli  for  th.it!-     Jhr  vouiii;  I'.u'i    daikimd  ,iiid   h.  i- 

haiiils    tlcnrlu'd. 

Hit   father  .xiKviimlird   iirul.  r   t!ii>  am.a/onian   tlinat. 
"  I'm  off,"  he   amionriiid   -ulkilv. 
'•  Wh.ar  to.'  "   she  .a-ki  d.  .it'trr  ;"i   )),aii.-c. 
•'To  FarKy  Old.     Thr  old  m.in  tin  r.'  i>  ,as  diwv  as 
n   iiuinn-c.alf,    that    he    i~.      Tin  it's    lots   ot'    the   /,^lilrv 
kind   of  cr.uked,  novvad.iy^.      Come  .an'  talk   to  me  th' 
otiur    day    lie    did,    ,in'    ..skid    me    a    lot    o'    (jiie-tion-. 
Wanf.d    to    know    if   I    knew    any    ponn  s.   .ind    whether 
I   heliivid    in    f.iirie-.   and   uh.at    I   did    ulun    I    saw    the 
moon." 

'•  What  did  yon  say   to  liim.-'- 

*' I  ^.lid  if  1;l'  w.anted  pon-es  he'd  hcttu-  f;o  to  yonr 
T'ncle  (lafL'e  up  /(^•'in  SoiiMi  Mnpf on.  and  th.at  .as"  f»r 
heathenish  heh.aviour  I  Knew  hitter  nor  th.at.  Then  he 
shook  hi.s  head,  and  says,  'This  d.iiimed  eddication,'  he 
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la.' 
he 


i.     M    III     ^i\A- 

|>"ll|l    ~."      .||,.     s;,i,|      i,,. 


;l'lKiliis.       iliafs  all  pouK^  i>,  L'llli,." 


J    .at,  m^    ..nt.-    .(    .._v,.  '  a,„i    .f   J    ,  ,„    ,.,  ,.  „    ^.-    ' 
yrv,  I,,   .1,,^.   v.r,   l„\    i,.    ,1,.    ,,.,,,    ,„„;    J    ^,,^^^ 

'■""'/"  ^'^'"'^  '"""■  '""■  "m  t,.  t,ii.    i(\  ,1,,  ,;,,,. 

■'"    '-.'".v    l'^'"'.    an'    if    I    „,.,    to    t,ll    ,t,    I    .1,..,,,;, 
'"■  "iakiii    \,,i,  a  pp.,  nt  ,,r„iv  ,   .rriiir>."      'i', 
"ir  I'.Ui)  ktill a-^.  aial  oil'  li- jali.  ,|.- 

"  I   iirlr  (iaii;.-  don't    know    an\ 
<'l  t  (llllnn-l  \  . 

"  Don't 

till  III   o 

"  (i'lli,  i,  M.n;^  to  .MU.ir.    '  l'onu'>\nra'tl,.  ^  I.  am,  in, 
m  ^diooj.  •  ' 

"Vou    knou>    a    lot    l.lt.r    than    .sou,-    .la.l.    „,v    o-;,.]. 

Ji'-  >  ^u.at  .-ou,,,  o' Mi.ooii,,'.    I  ,.iu  ,,.„  ,,,;,7,,,t 

;•;""    "'•;•'     ';   a    lot    .i.r    tlian    IImv    .l,a"t    .an.   in    five 
'"'"•;.'""    ■■'    '"'■        '-'-1^    at    .M,.f.,-   Tn.or   a,    I    w. 

I;;;;.';,,.!,'"      ^^''^-     '"""•'!     ""•     ■•"hI     in.     ,la.t..r     kni..,l 

•'TlH.v.aylH.'.,|,vvy.''.ai,ltlu.;^;rl.nnon.|v. 

11.  r  tatlur  ni  ul.  In\  way  out,  >too,.in-  tl,n,n-h  tlu- 
a  u..-tn..,  an.l  slondivd  olF,  Ins  t.o  .:....7,  hn^la.-v.,! 
ruis  lollowin;^  liun. 

"  Wl'o  i.  that^-a^kf.!  tluir  o.„,.,f 

"Tliaf.s  .n.v  f.ydar.  1 1..'>  "all..,!  Hat-ratrli..,-  San, 
'i'""it  y.r.      What.larniakin'fa.as  for-" 

;;Myann  h,irt,alnt,''>a,<l  tl,,.  .irkniiiiurvlv. 

I  il  rnl.  It  u-,th  a  littl,.  ^^nvaM-."  si,.  .,i.l.  ■••■Tli.n's 
a  pmvcr  of  h^ahn^r  i„  h.<I^reh„^  fat.  Mv  aunt  Inue 
tHbUd  ,-ranny  «ii|,  ,t  >ro,v,  of  tnn.  >  for  a  >titf  l.-.r  " 

Hh.     pnt     .|ou„     the     ,|i,.,y      j,l,,„,     ,,„,     ^,,i^^  ;,  -      j,^^_ 

condor,     wlur.     clotla.     and     otiu  r     Jku>c1iu!.1     ^roo.is 
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.sffliicd  to  1)1-  -lond.  t'l  tclnd  (,iil  ;i  -iiimI!  [ioI-.  Slit' 
ri)lk'(l  ||[)  ]i\i  >l(r\c  he  >,iu  lliit  It  U.I-  ;i  sli;il)i)V  OIlc. 
.•itid  idiraii  Ik  rill)  in  ^oim-  vrjlouisji  n  r.  ,ivc  with  fimi 
_\<)Utii^  li;iiHi>.  Tlic  M^oroii^  ruiiliiiii;'  -'i  nud  to  fise 
'III-  }>;iiii  in  :i  iiiii';iriili)ii>  iii:iniii  r.  .inil  tiif()!i;4li  the 
•■'Hil.ict  In  tVlt  (KJillv  -(Mitli'ij.  .I-  it'  \irtii,'  li;i,|  [)a>-.((| 
triMii  tin-  vmiii^'  ;j,iiT-  -ti-nni;'  VDiin;;-  !inil\  into  lii>, 
llii-on^'li  lnT  kiir.uliii^-  fill;J,■<•^-ti])^  into  lil>  hairv  ariii>, 
ill  uliii'ii  (ill    l)ii;-  niii^clf-  uci-f  tlaccid. 

K   tli]>  \\\\   coat.-  "  lie  .a-krd,  looking   into  lur   fare. 

"  -  *<J^  vour^  w.i^  wriiiL;ini,r  \\(l.  -o  \w  put  von  on 
sonir  of  did'>  oM  tiiiiiix-  von'rc  alioul  I  i>  -i/r.  'I'luj 
i'l'>t.'i'>  \ou  iiad  on  u.i->  clol  lii-c-i  likt>  ;;-iiriciiicii 
\WMr>.  Till  I'l's  till  hii;-  I'ur  coat  uliat  von  Ind  over 
'till.  (Atr  _\oiir  tret.""  >lii'  lowered  lier  \oice.  '•Don't 
\dU  trel  .■I'oollt  all  ilielll  liotev  V.  Iial  u . a  -  n  Ver  pocket. 
Dad  ii;i>  "(111.  and  I'M  ^^'et  "i  iii  au.iv  rroni  liini  it'  voii 
\^;int-  it.  Dad  \^.;--  I'or  keepin"  it  In-lead  ot"  the  reward 
ullitl  lie  .M  1  >  the  nolle,-  up.  J5ut,  vou  -!l,lll  li.ave  nione\ 
will  II  von  w;int>  it.  iie\er  \oii  t'.\ar."' 

".Monev.'""  Ik  I'epe.atid  dniu-ilv,  '*  \  on  ^li.an't  lose 
liv  kiepin;;'  me --Til  make  it  riLilil  for  vou  when  mv 
lie.ad">  clear." 

Ili.s  lid-  were  drooping',  and  li"  ua>  soon  a>!(  ep 
ai;Min  and  lu-e.athine-  h;  .ivilv.  She  \\a>ted  neither 
uord-  nor  further  rul.lnno  on  him.  hut  ;j,-.atlH  rln;.,^  iij) 
till-  pl,ite>  ,and  unlionkiiiL;'  the  pot  I'rom  over  the  fire, 
Ik  took  lur-elt  out  id'  doors.  The  >ui  Was  >hinin"" 
thouiiii  the  uind  \\a>  chillv.  hut  lur  liloial  w.as  vouii"' 
.and  her  hndy  h;U'd_v.  and  slu'  did  not  t'eel  the  (aild  (d" 
the  !•'(  l.i'u.arv  (lav.  A  donkev  \\,i-  muichino;  at  the 
tur/e  liUshe-  cliiM  to  the  tent,  a  lior-e  ci'opped  ne.ar 
liy,  .and  upon  a  liiii,'  h.olly  lai.sh  v  liicli  ah  io-t  conia'.alod 
the  ttid.  -onie  w  ,i-hed  clout.s  w  i  re  drvinii".  Some 
spikes    of    fuive    wue    in    hlo-soni.    .and    the    vellow    hiids 
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sIh>U((1  up  In-;iV,  ly   in  tl,,.  .,111.       Tuo  carN  .t,),„l   tilt-d, 
-!jin>    lipv.iid.    at    a    litUr    ,||,taii<-r.    an, I    l.,,iratli    tluaii 
^"""'      "*"      •!"■      Imiii- hold      appiirtniaticr-      li.  lnn<,riri^' 
t')     fli<      !•  Mtdw,  11,-r-..       A     .rniiKl     Silt,     \\vr     t'n\hiv'7, 
"•■i-   "f    ''^    liUlr   <ii~f.incc.       .Marv.    Iiaviii-    -7  p-v    l.I..,„|. 
wa-,    clranlv    and    iiirt liodic  d.        Slir    riiiMd    tlii'    plat.>> 
wiHi    \\at(r    from    u    iMi-kcf.    cinptiid    into    a     "pir    thi> 
ilimini-!:ii|  conluit.  of  tlir  pot    uiiich  div  >coiin'd.  tli.  n 
''l'"l    ■'     I'lickdud    krttlf    and    u.nt     with    it     into    ttir 
tent,    the    iuiimI.s    of    h^  I-    arm-,    xvhich    wiv    ivd,i,  n,d 
with    (olil.    tani    with    thr    WriM'Iit.        SllC    fh.  11    hiuii^;    it    on 
tlif    lio<,k.    and     puttin--    this     and     tliat     >ti'aiM-ht.    vhr 
•ctthd    hi  i-M  If    :i<j;:i\u    to    uhittlini;-    clot  hr..-prM-',.        '|-|,,. 
"i'"i    i:i    tl'-    rorni  r   drpt    like    a    do^r.      ()„,.,.    ),,,    H„-h,d. 
and  tlir  o-irl,  -toppin--  a  nioiiirnf,  shook  hack  hi-r  pliit> 
and    >tar(d    at    hint    coidi  nipLaf  i\.  !\-.      He    was    a    (indv 
'■  't'i'''''l    "lan    (d"    t!i,'    typ,-    tliat     is    cith.a-    o'rooin    or 
p.i-M)!!.       l{,,„ath    hi.    fru     ,h,y.'    li.aid    the    Hnc    of    his 
.ioul    >w,pt     clraidy     l)ack     to    hi-    wdl-scf-    cars,    which 
were   ;i   hitle    poinl(d.      Hair    n-nw    in    thcin.      His    ,.ve- 
hrows    were    thick    and    cNarly    defin-d.    an<l    lhouoli"he 
was   yoiuiM-.   her   n-yp.y  ,,,-,,,  accudoin.d    tiirouuh    lono- 
hindity   to   read    flie   nature  of  a  man   hv   his   face,  >a\v 
lii)e>    of     trou!i!e,    linis    of    impati-ncr.    h'no    of    care. 
She  aNo   saw    the   lines    thai    >poke   of  ioni;-  >iL;-lit,   of  a 
capacity  for  kauijhti  r  a>  well  a>  sinh-. 

Hut  there  was  little  in  h.er  t'ace  to  teil  whaf  she 
made  of  him.  Her  exnres-ion  wa-,  ahnod  animal-like 
i'l  its  inM'rutahility.  Th.  n  h.  r  untidy  plait-,  a;rain 
f.ll  oV(  I-  her  .dioulder,  and  die  hent  to  h.r  task 
anew. 


cii.\r'n:i{  iii 

'''"'■     '"  "^l      'I'.v    r::nu-    and    ucnt    I, v.       Tli,     sf  ranker 

"nl.c    at     inf.jvaN     N,     \:,',,.     C,,,,,!.    |,,|f     for     t!:r     IV, t^    hiy 

III    -n,ii-.r,„Ma.       'I'lic    rain    c:nw    I),  atiii^^r   ,l,,un    ,,ri    I  1k> 

fiiiK   uliich.   pro), ■(■!,, I   ,;.   it    u;,..  ;,,|,|   u,|l   cui.tnictfd, 

uas   ualcr  ti-l,t.   uariii    .uid    miiiu-.      Thr   rain   >|)at    info 

til.'   (iiv.    and    froui    tim.     i,,    tim.-    th,-    wind    di(,\,     ),iitr-, 

"''   ^iiMikf   hu-k    into   fl„.   t.iit.       'i'ii,  IV   u;i.    a   .nnfiniial 

lallo.)    (if    Ihavv    n'r(,|)>    ,,,1    ili,-    nxd.       'l"(ir    sick    inan 

'"'";''    i'    ••'-   ill    'i   dr.  VII.       It    .Miivd    inlinltclv   pi.  asant 

]"  'i'-  i"'''"f  '"id         ik   1-1   {I V  \variiit!i  .d"  th..  tfrd  lisfcn- 

'"i^:  '"    the    rain   and   t!i,.  u  ind    I'li-liinL^-  anidni,^   th.'  tr.v- 

*"l'^     "iif^id,,     kiiitlinL;'.     Mvi-liinu-.     sli.,nt  ini^r     tlimui^di 

till'    Irnv    l)ranc!,.-.    vlidvirn;-    tk.Mi    a-    a    tcrH.T    sliakvs 

a    rat.    lir.  i>tinu;    tlir    u.md    with    t!i..    noiM'    of    a    li.  aw 

s.'a    Invakinw'    in    a     uah-     hcndiriLr    ;dl    oh.tacl.vs    a>    u 

rou^ii    wo.vr    l,.nd>    a    niaid.ri    pli;,!,!,.    to    frtfdoni    .and 

r(iiin'!m,.ss  ratlirr  than   to  pkadinu'.      It  s.vm.'d  familiar 

'"    lii"i    t"    lit     in    a    f.td.       Soiiifuli.rc    lie    liarl    Mirdv 

'"■'"    '"    -i     l<'it    l.ifnr,.       IJiif     wli,.r,.    and     Low?      ThV- 

<in'-tion     of    Ills     ..un    i.l.ntity     worried    liini    suli-con- 

.s.-i.,.!i.^l_v.       V.  t     he    shrank    from    the    knowledj^a'    of    it. 

for  M.ni.  thin^r  told   hini   Ihal    it    was  not   ])leasant.  that 

his  i.-iiorance  of  hi,   forni.r  m  if  ua,  a  restful,  healing' 

in'noi'aiie.'. 

'!''"■  .■ift.rn.)on  <d'  tli-  third  day  of  liis  consciousness, 
thf)Ujih  it  was  still  raininn-  ;,nd  h!.)\vinn-.  ih.'  tends  were 
.striKdv.  and  he.  uith  W'.v  a-i^tanee  of  the  rat-catcher, 
^■"'  "'■'"  f'*'  lii--vr  of  two  carts  uhich  wer.'  sfandin<^ 
""'•''"  ''"'  ti'*'-.  Mi,  h.  ad  ached  as  afl.r  a  drinkinff- 
liout.    an.l    will)    the    w.ak    la/lne-s    of    a    sick    iiian    he 
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vvntch'd  t!ic  !i(ni-.il;(il(l  i^niods  Mccuiiiul.'itt  aUoni"  liiiii. 
Tlun  a  >ninky  taru'iulin  \\a>  |il,ic(il  (>vii-  liiiii  as  In- 
lay lui  a  ti(a|i  of  ;ck>.  lie  -care,  !y  fn'iiui  tin  iTirrtCV 
to  uoiid-r  a  hat  tlirir  o'l-t  inatioii  ini^^-ht  tir.  Ilr  did, 
l,ou(\ir.  i-k  why  Ihcy  wci'c  iiiOkiiiL;-.  ."\Iarv  told  him 
that  fh''  ki  ipi  r-  did  not  allow  tlnn  to  cam''  inorc 
than  tuo  or  thric  day-  in  diir  jikwr,  and  tiiai  tlicV 
had  hi  I  i:  oi'dcn  <1  to  -hit't. 

"And  now  v,('.i  ^niii'  ,11  t,i  whii'c  iiiv  aunt's 
''■■iiiipi  d,  iij)  :><S\n  \'(  r(l\-  Wood.""  v!ii'  >aid.  sliiiiripir 
a  -ackfiil  ot"  litter  on  to  thr  Muinnit  of  thr  incdlrv 
til'  <'.irt  contaliifd.  '"  N'oiTd  In  >i  kip  under  cover 
unlc-^  you  want^  to  e.  [  u,f."  ^he  add- d  >ho!-tlv,  and 
he  withdrew  hi>  head  heii>'ath  ilie  tarpaulin  ao-ain. 

Tliiy  iiii^lit  he  ^oiii.';-  to  the  d(\Il  for  all  he  I'ared. 
He  waN  pos>e^-td  (d'  an  UTii'i  asoninLf  sense  of  escafie, 
of  ficedo'ii.  in  >pilc  ot"  all  his  physical  discomfort  and 
weakne--..       It  \^;,^  i,<id  thai   h.e  could  not  I'l  uii  mlier  from 

what    he   was    eM'apijit;-  or  why   he  h  id and   here   his 

lirain  hi  ^an  to  swim  and  hi-  head  io  throh. 

"■  IJe^t  come  off  that  ta(  k  uidess  you  wane  to  ^o 
mad.""  a  warninLT  voice  s.emed  to  -av  within  him. 
.\nd  he  l)e,l,^■lu  to  wonder  if  l:e  redly  had  lost  Ids 
senses. 

'I'hire  was  a  "-houtiiiL;-.  a  cniamotion  out-ide.  He 
li-tiudl  f.-:>m  the  dark  .shelter  u\'  IIk  tarpaulin.  Ho 
heard  the  hoarse  voii'e  of  the  rat-catcher  caljitif^  out 
directions  to  his  daueliter  with  ^-ood-hiunoured  impa- 
tience'. Some  of  uhat  uas  -,-,1(1  he  did  not  understund. 
Some  word-,  i-eeairrinif  ay;;iin  and  .airain.  were  incomprc- 
hensihle  to  him. 

.Mary  lit'ted  a  t'(u-iu  r  ot    the  t  n-paulin. 

'*  Vou  all  rio-lit  in  tiiere.'  ""  -he  a<ked. 

•' 'S  e-,  th.iiiks.  'I'here's  one  thini^  I  want.-d  to 
ask " 
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"WliMfs  (hat-" 

-Ifav..  von  !„.,„  fa!I.I„ir  I.:„^.l,M,  ,,,  fl,..  \; 

'.UK.  u|ia(  u,.  iinii.  1  .farid^. 
ii<    1'^  Iii'^  hcul  fall.  n.|i,A,,| 

,,,!;,|,,''""'-'''    '''    ^■•"■^"""'    'i-    ni.anin;,   of    wonlV* 

-W.  .IMS   1,,U  of  u„nN    voM   «ou!,!n't   unr,.r.fan<l  » 
:'";■-■"•'   •••'"'•'■•mt  V.       ••Trav,.|I.,s"  talk     that    i  V 

Sn.    ,lropp,,|     M„.     tarpaulin     un.-.-n  u.oniou.K .    an.l 
,  .     '''-     '"■"■''    ""■    ^•■niurl,;,-:,.    of    t!,..    ,,|i.-.l       fl, 

;;:;r;f '''':' 7'' ■^''■^ '''■'''-• '''-•''^.-'' -- 

St         ^^;;''^  '"■'--  ;-.t.<l   ^:n.l   ,1,..   ..a,,    ,„,,,, 

"^      ■"•■■""'   -""I   ^'-'ok...    for   JH\   iKa.i   ua.    partiv        , 
l""-f''i''V.-i  >.i.-k  of  potato,..  '  ■         ''"' 

,,  '''''7^ '■"''■;■  ''■"■'^--   'Vll   h.forot],.v  arrive..!.      (,„,, 
t    -v   >  opp...    ,,   ,   p„!,li,.-,,.„„,  ,„.,  ;^j.,.,.  ^^,,    .        - 

Mar,iu...u;,l,toutalittl..l:otul,i,k.^^^^^^ 

"  lliVi.   you    (li-ink    tlii^."'    .ln>    <.,;,I        ..  n,,!-.  ,     ■, 

'""       "'"i"    '•'•>    V.    .•on.I."      ^l7lo'      ni    ,'     •'\^^"'    ' 
;,,     .,     1,  ,!,■  1         1  •  ■  '  '"'    '"  '    vruc..,   an( 

hoit  •'"^r""-T    "'''"'•     "^■■'"     •■-'•'"•^     'Var 

i...u-youu.  a-o-.,t  th,.ttlH.rvh,ani"'  ' 

il|'    Wrank    tiK.    hurnin^   .tuff    i)nui..,liaf.  Iv,    an.l    saw 
'"    ^'-    ^■'•-nvu,.-    du>k    a    n.odvrn    r.l.uiU    |.uI)IIc-ho.,se 
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AlTi  ur:v  urnuiud  aho.it  tli.-  ,!,,.„•  ,,f  tl;..  l,;,r.  f',,r  if 
''•■"'  >|"l'l"l  i-iinin.:.  A  n.a.i  l.,,ni,iv,l  ,,„  ,.|tl„r  si.R. 
" '"'/■'  '""■'"-    ■'"<!    "■■'l^>    ■■.Mvini,,:  :    aliinptlv    to 

*'•'•  ''•'^:  .'ni-.thrr.  .kirtin-  th..  !ill!.  „,,t  it  ui,,,,."  (!„■ 
})nMi,-l„.u...  >ton,|;  ,,„,l  a  r,u  vanU  fnrth.r  ,,„.  uli,,v 
.;i  <l'i-f.r  ,,t  n.u-hui!!  |,„„>r>  and  tlir  ^Irani  nf  a  li.-l.t 
in  a  Mil.-..  .1,„(,  nr  m,  shun,.,  !„•  fumiscl  a  >inn-,H,.t 
>taii(liii^  at  (■ri)>>-r(),'  !-.. 

'•  Von'r..  trav.jli,,:;  |af,  ,"  said  a  ma,,,  ad.livssi,,..-  \hc 
nn>l,av,M  facr  that  wa-  p.  crin-  ov.  ,■  the  ..i-r,.  o?  th.. 
carl. 

IJ.fn,.,.  a  nply  roul.l  !>.■  fra,,,.,!  Marv  had  appear.-d 
''■""1  t!i..  -n,„p  at  th,.  ,h„...  ui.l  ariMvciv,!  f.,,-  hrr 
J)r()tc;4(.. 

-W..    ua.  wait;,,-    to    s....    if    th..    rain  w.uil.l    .t„p. 

'^■"'    ■■'!'"^^"i  it     \M)uld.      Thi.     V.1--S    ,nv  ,n„.l,..      H,,\ 

I'Hi    v.iy    ill.  an. I    l,.;   .liu't   quite    rinht    jn  tl.     v.d    not 
y.t. 

••  -My  missus  ^rot  a  sl,irt  waitin*  for  vo,i.  .Marv.'"  said 
file  man  i,'-o.id-hum()iirc<ilv. 

"Thank-yon  kindly.  Sh..  hav.-n-t  a  pai-  „f  >hn..s 
v.l..al  ,1  k.rp  tl,..  u,  t  .mt,  I  >-poM..>  I  ,..„,ld  ,io  wi'  a 
['■•'■rul  m.v.tn,n-on.-..  I  n  rk^n  >h..  don't  urar  h.rs 
too  Mialjhy.  do  sh...'  '' 

•"   >lu.    mio-ht.         lUa    ri!    lay    y,,,,-v,.    ,.i    ,,,,,,11,,.    j.„„t    jj,,,,^ 

.".ho  havi  .  ' 

'•  If  •twuz  hiiT^rt  r.  look.  I  (.oiil...  "t  i,r,  t  int..  •,,„."• 
"Don't    y.ui    say   a.    I    toM    yoo    to   a>k.    mv    -{,-!     or 

niy  n.i.MisM   o-,v..   „„■   what-lor.      15iit    theiv'.s  "a   pair  of 

tnnisi.  >  ot  m:nc — ■ — "' 
"  \t.\\.r  you  fear." 

_-Th,r,\    some    o''    \our    ptopj..    up    at    Wt,  Iv    now. 

It  you  IV  up  then..      1  <,u.  th.-  tent.s  a>  I  come  t'lirouM, 

'lu>  i,iai-niniJ'.'' 
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"  "'    "">■    ^^■1-    t'  "U.    !|:,  V    ui.    iH,!,.     ,,f    our    fnlk. 

^"""'       ''"■'.^'        IMU.,l[l,r^.        ni        !,y.  ,Mn         ;,init\       V.'Ul's 

""  •■'■•    -"•    -!"■    ''"'I't    lin|,|    ,11.    .!.Hii\    uT    Inu-    conmion 

tnlk." 

'I'Im'  cirt,  II. ,u  iiimvmI  (III  ;!^;iiii.  'J'],,.  I ar| iMiil ill  was 
'I"'  piillil  1.  i(k,  ,iii,|  til,.  nCiiM-,.,.  Iriv  ^axiii-  up  at  the 
fi>'  <l.iik.  iiin^-  .k_v  llin,n;;h  (k,  li.",iiu',>  ukid,  ;,11  |,nt 
""■'  ovrv!,,  ail.  and  s«a_\,,|  and  s|ir),,k  a-  tlif  wind 
sniiM^d  and  rii-li.d  ..wr  ||,,  ,,,.  In  .,,if,.  of  it  some 
birds,  rcjoi.-inM-  fh.it  tin  rain  kad  c,  a^MJ.  uuv  iwittcr- 
mu:  nnd  wlii>(lniM-  i„  l,,u.  .  dlin^'.  tkroitv  not,  ^  wiiich 
s|>,)kc  ,)f'  (a.iniii;:  -f'rin:r.  'I'k,  r,  wa^  a  s,Minil  ,.t'  int^r- 
'■".-■'''""  '"  tli'ii-  I'l-i,'!'  pkrav,..  'I'l,,.  air  wa^  honnd- 
''■"^'>'  ^■^"■'  -"I'l  *'"  ^li  I"  liiiii  .'ift.r  lii^  iiniuiinincnt- 
''■'■"'■■^"i  '!"•  t;ti'f)  iiilin.  'I'hf  l)<)i>t,  roii^  .•Iraiinrss 
^"■I'l'-I  f"  -\M'|)  throiiLili  liini  as  it  >u,.[,t  tliroii^di  tli,> 
wiHuN.  an.l  hrinn-  li,  alinii-  "!<!i  it.       Lvini;  i„  tk,.  Thfltrr 

"I    ""■   ''■'"■'    1"    '""1^   draiiL;kt>   ,tl'  rain  fian-rant   air   into 
ilis  luiins. 

"  :Marv!**  !;,•  calkik  in  a  ditliil,  nt  voir,.. 

Sin  came  t'oruard.  Slu^  wa-^  \valkiii<r  in  front  of 
""■  '■•■"■*  'ly  tkr  lior.,">  lu^id,  ukil,.  In.,,  fafli.r  uilji  tlu- 
donkrv-carf  w.id  ak,-id.  kis  trrri.r-  1), -!,],■  him. 

"  Arc  \\i.  ni'arjy  f  li,r<?  *' 

*"  .\  matter  of  tw,.  niilr>  fnrllur.  Von  want  anv- 
tkin--"* 

•'  No." 

"  l'',M'l  i),.t!-r:-" 

'•  .\  lit, an  l)ctt,r."' 

'"i1i;it  was  tkat  dr(»p  of  latti  pani.*'  Ilrr  tcctli 
.Uk'.uiud  in  a  wi,k.  m^rrv  smil,'.  ""rkcrf's  anotlicr  of 
<"ir  uonK.  I  ,|,urt  knou  uhy.  hut  vou  kind  of  make 
n!c  lann-|i."' 

''Why.-- 

'•  For^i^dtin"  \oui-  own  nam,'.      'J'dl  uw  now,  strai<.-ht 
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and  linni  st.  ddii't    \  nii   know  ulio   \(iii   |),  .-       \'oii   know 
I  ain't  unr  to  t(  II  on  voii." 

"  I  (loi)"f  knou."  1m-  rr|)li(  (1  Ii.  ![)!,  sdv.  •• 'l'li.il',>  just 
,'ill      I  don't  know." 

She  kiiiL;-l)i(|.  .-ind  licr  laiio'Idrr  w.i-.  iVr-h  jind  ^pori- 
tnncous. 

"  Doidi.  dnrdil"  -hr  -ili].  '■  Ih  don't  r.  mi  iiilxr 
lii-<  own  n.iuh  .  My  d..ir  Lord  lo\c  n-,  \\\  ctiou^di 
♦'»  nitk'-  ari\  oiir  >iv."  Sli.  dropp.d  \uv  m  w  tone. 
'*.\Iy  d,ul  d.in't  li.  ji.\r  it.  lie  thinks  you're  lii,|in' 
"f"  if  '"I  imrpoM'.  Don't  tin-  licarin'  of  voiir  own 
name  lirin;4-  i'  i'ack  to  voti.'  '' 

"What  nam.  .-  " 

"  .\dain." 

Ih-  ua>  -Held.  WlntlMi-  it  wa-;  that  it  wa<  n  allv 
familial-,  or  uhclh.r  it  u  ■.  ordv  familiar  from  tlif 
rat-catcli(r'>  m.  ntion  of  it  thr  oth.r  dav.  hr  could 
not  ttH. 

"  It  niav  hr."  he  ,>aid  doulitfullv,  afti  r  a  i)au>e. 

"."Nlav  he  what.-" 

"  Mine." 

"\V<I1,  don't  look  so  skicnd  about  it."'  slie  said 
compa-sionatcly.  "I  <,n)t  the  hit  out  of  tin-  jiaprr  all 
ah.iiit  it.  Dad  hoard  'cm  talking-  about  It  up  at  the 
})u!)  the  (lav  we  found  ynu,  and  the  next  dav  I  ^'ot 
a  hit  of  luwspajxr  to  wrap  a  hit  of  meat  in.  and 
there  'twuz,  all  about  you.  I  savid  it.  Vou  shall  .see 
;t  to-morrow." 

In  his  wcakiK'ss  he  fi  It  ;i  i-idicadous  imj)ulsf  to  wcrp. 

"You're    very    kind "    he    said.      "  I'm    no    end    of 

a  'I'lisan'-'e.'' 

■'  Keki'rk.  my  di  ir.  Not  you.  'S'ou'-c  w.  Iconic  to 
my  lent  till  you're  yourMJf  a<,^'in  and  able  to  jj^vt 
away.  Thi-  lon^^er  you  lit  >  low  alon<.^  w  i'  we,  the  less 
likel  V  thev  is  to  find  vou.'' 
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'<ll'    "  111   Ir  do    Villi    -I,  f  11,-   " 

./■'    "■"'!:    "'■    '■';    •'■•"''^    '■"'•      WIrn    u,     iMov..,|    von 
I  liaf  iiiii.t    V,.  ,■,,,!   ,,„,„,  „„„„  v." 

"'■"  f'^''  V")   .t  ,n.„„|   ,,.!,M,r   to-ni:;ht.      V„„   ,vnn"t 
"Afy  uliaf.'  •' 

""■/""   '"■'';;   ■''•"•^'   "'■"'   VM.    vn;,\,.    .,nin    tn   |,..ar 
-."<•  ..four  I.I    .      W,.|.1UU,„,  „,•,•„„„,.  .„,.,„.  our- 

>C|  \  (   >.  1    1    I'M  l>    |(    I  ■«.    ' 

n.'    vlilil,   ,1     f;,;,|tl  V. 

'■'\.''     ^''"^•-    '"•    '^     It     Knin.inv.^-       I     ,|i,|„-f     K,„„, 
V       K.M.i  n.v  t-,!k,n-      ovp.i,..       „,,,,      ].,,•,.      „„,,„,,, 


ail 
l)(ii  i!-,  V 

••  Nnr   \,,ii   udiiMirt    knnu.       -J',-. 

'i  nill-;-      I.)      v\,  yy      ,,,1, 


'-'I    t     a     fliiiin-    \\Q    rrnes 
(i.Np^l.^        \    Ullliu.       tll.'V       .s7.V>, 

"'"    """''^    "^    "•    ^^'"'    ■•'il    H„.    di.-f    on    t!u.    r.M.I      "if 

■■'"'  '""■  :;■■"  '"  ■■'^'^  '"•■•  i-'i-  I  ^ii.MiM  .,,v,  w.-s. 

■""    "•■'-'!'-■;.  -I- <-t. 1,1..  t,-,...,.n.r.  knnu,,  to  ,11  n„. 

;'""•■   '."""";'   ■■''"""-    '    ^'"'"'-l    ^■■'v.      Mn(    HMUHl    -l.ont 

•;••."'-'■    '^""^^"-      -^Iv    .IhI-.    |,..,„    ,.,.„-,,,,(„•,..    f,„. 

;'     ;    .V'.M-   or    mniv.       Hut    tin,.,    i^rt    whal    tluv   was 

,""^\""'*    ^""'    '■"•   !"•")    likr    tl„.v    UM.i    t.,-.       Lot.   of 

,•;■';'  ^'"''-v^;^.',,..  .„.!   th,  ;,„,   „„,,^   i^,,.^   ,..^^_ 

;;„,    ,-^    '^"--^;;l-nt    II,.   Fon.t.      Tl,..v   live,   in   n.w- 
"  ,      l'""^'-^'   ^;'*  '   -■'•^"''^    ^^!'at    tlu.yV..   lM-.„u,-l,t   ,l.nv„ 

•n>lu..   I  .,•.,„:,!,    ,„    tlu.M-   ,n..ln,-,.„..,   spoilin"   the    roacis 

'""    \'*"    ''^';,"';:';       ^f'    ^    --    t..    ^.,    t„    one    of    thev 

r^      -;'-'-    'l-v.!    han^    th..    ,l.,o,-    in    ,„v    faee.      Witl. 

n.-olu^.uvnrv     luu/.iiir.nnt.       ItM  he  •  f  I.nv  aiv   vou, 

Manr     an.l  ^s|,en  IM  a  a>k  iftiu  vM  a  hit  of  ,„„..;,ui„ 


ALI.WAKI) 


1!) 


Iiawlxii,  IM  \,nn<r  nw.iy  my  li.iA.  t  full.  My  aunt 
>lic  iiM(l  to  n(,  round  r.o'l,,,-  (,.  thr  \,nj;  Ikmi^.  >,"  >,i  ,|i,| 
^MMiiiiv,  hut  th.v  (li-n't  iK.u.  iJut  -r.tiMiv  ^lic  um,|  to 
il"  .1  lut  of  (iukki  iiu'  a.  urll.  and  tli.it"  l.cou-iit  li.r 
'"  •■'  l"f  "*'  liiw.l.  Hut  iiou  tl;,  y  1  U  vou.  a^  likr  a> 
lint,  for  t(  Iliii'  a  fortuih/* 

'*  Do  \ou  till   for  tuni  -.-  " 

'•  Kckk.r.      Wli  it\  tlir  u>,r  "' 

Tlir  >ouii(I  of  lirr  froli  tlioii^li  aluays  jni-kv  Voting 
vouT  Ml  till'  M  !ui-(larkiii>>  uas  vcrv  [»I.a>aiit  "  f  o  him. 
'l"ln  V  «.rc  himi|iinM-  alon^''  oti"  tin-  lli^rl,-roa(|  now, 
ami  soon  he  naiiM.l  t'lat  t  hi  v  had  inui.-  to  fh.ir 
haltiri;r-|,l,.„v.  'J'hrr..  ,,r  four  "filthy,  iinwi>h(d  chil- 
*'""  ^'""<'  Ixn.ath  flu-  holli.-.  ui"tli  hire  tV.  t  and 
^nimy  faci  ,  and  '.:iui[iid  m)M  >,  to  watrh  t  hu 
j)i'oi'rcdinL;-<. 

'•  \\  h.'i-r    d'vou    comr    fr r"    a-knl    .Marv.    as    she 

lifted  of!"  a  >ack  full  of  .traw  wh.'uh  lav  on  tin-  top  of 
the  cart. 

*' Ovi  r  tlicro,"  said  om   of  thi'  <!iildr(ii. 

"  \Vfll,  then,  <lu<'ki(  >,  you  iKar  o.T  (|uick." 

"  Sonio  dirty  mump,  r.-,'  hrats."  she  -  tid  to  thr 
invaiid.  "  Now  you  wait  yi  r  in  the  cart  half  a  mimitc, 
and  I'll  liaM'.sunnnat  for  vou  to  >it  on."' 

llr  half  rose  from  tlu'  cart.       '*  i  can  Ik  I[i  vou." 

"You'd  he  more  hindermeiit  tlian  help.  ^ Ou  hide 
where  yon  he.  There's  aunt  ottfin'  out  of  her  van; 
one    fin<,ar    of    her.s'd    he    worth    n.ore    than    vour    two 


arms. 


Her  voice  was  peremptory,  and  a-  slie  spoke  she  was 
already  driving-  Jn  >tak.s,  sjireadin;;-  the  straw  to  form 
a  floor,  and  placino;  one  of  the  i'iattre-.M>  in  the  cart 
upon  it.  'I'hr'  rat-catcher  was  t,,.,\inir  himxif  uilh 
the  donkey  and  horse,  whieh  had  hi  en  removed  from  the 
shafts  of  the  two  carts. 
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7";;  '"~'.''"  ••'  '"•'•  '^""""l  n,  t|„.  |,„n  tr.v.  „,  f!,.. 
,"""■"'  ■'  l'"'"ll.v-,.t..|  |,nt.  Mas\  nu.t.  H  f-.ll 
,  '"■"  "'"",'"  ":"'  -  nn.rl,-t,.uw,Ml  .■,..;.,  an.l  a  .lirtv 
""  ^^■-"  V  l^'"'ln.C  kn.,f(..|  arourul  I,,.,-  ,„  .k,  as,i.t,;j 
''•'••  inu.l,  . .I,.. .r,,|,,|k..„|„..„„,„.f, ,,„,,,,,,, 

"^"u    k,„    ,M,I    n,,   nn,-    „(•    t)„v    t.,n.    .„,    tl,..    Lit    nf 

r'"''       ,      "    '■.'"^    '"'"    ^•■""l"';.-    -"'.    .t\    a.    .irv    a,    a 
'"";'•     ^H    -n.l,  -ir  v.M,r,l„|-|l  .|,it>,Ma  litll,.-" 

In-   Ur^   nru,    .at    .„,    a    Inirk,  f,    |,„    h.  ,,|    ^tHI   a.i.ln^. 
I'kr    llniM.I,.,-,    a,Hl    »at,lH,|    tin,,,    uiti,    i,,!,,-,  ,f        TIum. 

i'kr,    ta,|o,-  l,n-,M;k..,   of    pinning-   ,•,„■„..•.    t„...,h,,.  ,;„| 

••«.    l-r    u,   I.     tin.    a,raM;,u„.„t     „f    lh,.    i,„,,,..r.    w.,v 

^"'*  *'".■,'"•  '"'"•-'"''  'l-';'-t,nrtio,ullH.  niuv.lK.ltc.r, 
was  >ui<t|v  ;ic(()iii|)li>|i,,|. 

N.At  an  iron  |,nok  ua.  ,hiv.,>  inf..  tl„.  .aith.  ami 
''  i'-''/^l"''l'  tl'"  rat  . ■,(,!„  r  /ill,,l  „irh  uatrr  ua.  M,n„ 
-nn;^,n..    nv..,-     ,!,..     Ii..|,t,,|     ,i,,,_      .,v,,^     ,,.^^,,„,.     ^^:^..^^^ 

was    IUVU..I    an<l    ,|,a,„k    v.itl,n„t    milk,    l.ut    pl.ntv    of 

M.^^ir,  andaloafr,,!  n,>  ami  dn  1,1.,!,  each  jhtmu,  bHM- 

asMnii,  (I  a  iiimi)  of  drippinir.  " 

'•  Tliis  .v.r\  ,n_\    Aunt   (..r.-.ni.'i  what   had   vn,,   i„   \rr 

''"'."  r''"'  «-V?''-V  ""''■'■■'''".-•  '"■■■  relative.  wlu>  had  lit 
a  ^liort  and  l,lackui.,l  pip,.,  and  was  jaitlin.r  at  it  with 
K''iat  iiijovmiiit. 

"Vnii     l„.tf,.r.      n,y      n-.nidrnian.'"^     innuiivd      Annt 

-ra.iia.  u,t  ,  a  .•nmfnrtahl...  hnskv  v.,ica..      SI,,-  pa„s..d 

t"  ^|.it  m.tiv  nutsid.  th..  t.nt.      -Lnnl  lov.  mv  hodv 

and  soul,  hut    vouM   "a"  ,li..d   if  n,v   hmtlur  vi-'hadn't 

a     p,.-k,d    y,n    up    wh.n    h.    .lid.      So    thr  '-aven^n-os 

'''-•'•     vc:       Wul,    th..v    shan't    1.1     vou    uhiK-    y^',. 


AM.WAIU) 


iil 


111  iv.      A    I'liiiiiv    |il.<f  \n   look   fur    I   -.  mil.  III,., II  «Iiit\ 
niiirinl  .iv\,i_v,    m   .i    hut    lik.-   this   _\ ,  r,    \vc,nl,iii"t    It    unw , 

IIIV      ^viiiil,  Mi.ii  '        \  nll\r      (l.iilr      '.in      jUa  1 1|  M   r.      .,,      \,,i| 

"av».        Nui-    voii     \\(ii"t      fnr>;it      ulin     li.  1|h(|      \nii    .iiitl 
look.  (I    att.r    \,,ii.    i..iliiir.    will    _\(,ii.    niv     -.  mil,  inaii. 

will  11    tllr   liKHl.  ;\  \    ill    \(Hir    |l()(k<t.-" 

'•'l'liir(\   t'c.itv   liar   nuanl.'"   1h  :;  m   tli.    .at  iitdur, 

ri'lIl(J\illj;-     l,i>      pipr      IV, .1,1      1m\      liMMltll.     |,|\      Mil, II      (ila.k 

•  ■Vf>,  sit   ill  ,1,,  |)  .i-ouV  I'.  ,  t.  Iiliiikinif  lik.    a  li:i.r->. 

*•  \(>u  ,liut  uji  iinu.""  .11,1  .Marv.  •'  I  l,,|,i  voii  li,. 
■''•'"<1  •■»'•  tli<-  nioii.vM  lir  all  rin'lit  a-,  -.mdii  a>  Ih'  \mis 
lii^s,  ll'  a^'*iii."* 

'•  l{iil  I'oily  l.ai-  i " 

^''  l)<iii"l.  Villi  <^(>  a-'iii  .Mai-\."'  claiiiKl  in  I,,!-  aciit. 
'•  Thf  iak]i'>  li  it  aioiT  stii^f  ihw  uliat  \i!ii  lia\t  uli.ii 
i»  r()iius  to  a  Lit  ')1'  voii;iar.  I'll  lay.  \\<  all  kiiaus 
whir  your  iiioiuy  do  no  to.  M  ir\  Iiim  In  r  i.aMHi-.'" 
'* 'i"lii-  n-tni, 1,111  iii">  -infill!..  ,iioiim1|  now,"  l;i  iinilil,  ,1 
till'  old  man  oli- t  iiiatrly.  -  H,  \  not  niv  i|otli.>  to 
lii:>  hark,  and  my  l'oo,l  in  i,i>  1m  lly.  and  my  root'  over 
liis  hiad,  and  the  -,oon,  r  lif  kiia\\>  that  the  copi),  r,  i^ 
artir  him.  and  that  I  -tamU  to  o-,  t  I'l^rtv  har>  it'  I  i;i\,> 
liim  up,  thf  h.ttir  for  iic" 

'•  I^odk  lure,"  intirpoxil  tlu-  -franker  at  la>t. 
"  Wt'd  hi.st  n.  1  io  .omt-  xirt  of  un<h  istamliii;j,-.  If 
you  knou-  who  I  am,  you'iT  ui>.r  than  I  am.  l'\, 
a  l)iaiii  lhat*>  liku  a  cli  an  -latr  at  tht;  prr^t  iit  minute, 
and  a  head  that  ache,  liki-  hr|l.  Somithiiii,''s  n-ojie 
wron^r  with  my  liralii.  Who  am  I?  Have  I  aiiv  nla- 
tivcs  who  art'  huntinij  iik'  ui).'  '' 

"Thf  j)olici'  is  huntiir  yo,:.  Forty  pounds  nwar.l 
is  what's  hiin'  otfrnd  for  ymi.  my  ^innlniian.  and 
that's  God's  truth,  .^'up  uw  Duvv.  I.  It  mav  1m: 
doiibK'd  h\  now,  for  all  1  knau-.  I  don't  read  tho 
papers,  I  don't." 


2i 


AM.UAIU) 


-I'    -umU    ,n.I,„l,-.un...t.r.-    .,.,.1    th.     .tr.n;:..,-.      JI. 
''"";'l;'".M...v>l...r,,h.       -I.  all  tin,  hu.— 
Ml''    1m. I    ,„t\     Of.    hi,,,.    )•,,,.    .„  ,.       : 


>[-■  '-I   P.t.^    on   h„„.   Tur  ,H,.,Hr:..iun  .Inn.i  „„   1,;, 

till 

tlll<)l,l,i;i^r  „t    |ii<    t.  Iiipl 


''      t'iillkill^^r     ,.,,„|      t|„, 

"1'!^  "I    n.<   u  iiipl.  -. 

,.;"*""  ""■''"■ ■■.>.-»U-».-.l,i,  «;ii,  -t„i,M,iv  „i,i,.|, 

;;;,-;-,,^--n,..i,,,,,,,M,,,, .,,,,!,,  ,.,,,•! „,„ 

Slir   |ifiMil|,  ,  ,1    •.    I.' 
Il<  .III     ,t     nut 

m'ImiI  (id." 
I   (iii't    1 


'  ''!'""l-'«iii,,|   ,n,|  ,|i,iv  pi,..  oCpnur 


access  ^)^  >iivii(  -,>.      ••  'j 
n  .III  it  r,,r  liisMlf." 


'"'   ''    'l"i<'l^.'*   ^ai.l    .\r,n.   uitl,   ,.,   mhK 


I   ri 


"  i<   ,  li,n^  \M.r,|.  1,1  it.      I,,,t  ln^, 


I 


'i'lH>tran-,.r  took  Ili.p.p,,-  C,-,,,,,  I:.,- li.ai.l. 

.,  ",'-V.'"",  •^";:";''-  "'••  -"  '— ->  ph.i.u.thn.pi.t 

JM>n,.„l    v,.l,nl..v   „.i„-;n,.-,   ua>,  a.cn.lu.i,^   to  a   ..„- 
•"'"';':''   ''.'""••!"'■—  """"••nst...|...uin^(.,cvrtain 

""^•'f !';■'":  """■''  -•   '-"^  pur....,;  ;,.   ..„.  ,„,,... 

'.'•--"'"•"^    Allu  n-.l    1,..,    ,„:„K,    ,,i,    ,,^,.      „        /,^     ,   /^ 
iii-   I..M,,..   unk,;.u^„    (,.   anv  ..„.•.   cv.n    (.,   .M,-.,    AlluanI 
•■.ii'lv   .v..  .nl.ay   ini.niin-.  ,  l,„lin-   Ih.    ,|,t.rti^.s   ul.i.l,' 
w.n.   .l,a,l..u„,n-   |,i,„.   ,..,„|   I,,,   „„(    1,^,,,,    ^^,^^^   _^.^_^,^^         ^ 

--in-r  ,vp,„.t.  that  a  n,an  i„  a„  ..vi.|..„tlv'  cH:. 
*'"'■'■''  •;"■''■■'. '•""•i'tiun.  u..uIn-an.,vuvMat  ami  .ap, 
ai>|.n.a<h.,  !„n,  ^..(,^l,v  afh.,-,....,,,  in  Sarkv,l!e 
Mn,.t.    ,.,n,l    ,„-.Kn,|    ll,,,    tn    .Iriv.    t,.    \Vinr|„.>fer        \t 

Ninuu.hr  tu.  man  M-t  th,.  taxi,  t,  Hi,,,  th.-  .hanir.a.r 
t"   .i,^'t    liiin.Mll    a    ,lr,nk    an.l    .s.an.lu  i.hrs,    ami    hamlin.. 
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'M 


,    "     ''     •*«'Vyn'-M      ul,i|..     |„.     Inni.ir     ...Ik,,!     ,„.      ,,..1 

,^;  T'"  ";  n  '  '  '^''  ■""!  ''••■"■'"I  Hu.  ..Ln.MVur  h. 
"VK  tmvn.l,  J{u,nn.n,.M,t|,.  Tla  ,„  .,.  ,ii,|  „..  N.-^r 
n..k.nl„nst,    I.......,-,    I...    tun,.. I    „.|    ,,.    .,„,„,..,. 

'  '":  ,"■;•;;" ""  '""-"•  '••  ""•  t'^--  n  ->  m,.- 

•"'"'•;     "'■''    tlu.  „u.t..n..us   stranjr,,  „„„f   ,,,,.,   ,,,      , 
'll'U-    .m.l      {nH.k..,>l,.nM.       '11...    d.u.uur   ■.I.mmI,,., 

^I>    <■■.••:■-    .■..,::,    ,|.M„.|,,u,n    ,n,a,.        Th..,:.,,    I,..    U.MV 

^••'V'"""'     ''"""     ^^'"     "^"-     ''-     '•-•     -     lint     ln> 

'""'"''*     ''     I '''!'•     *l"f     l.i>     n.v     ,..,,.1     tlu.    n,i..ln,r 

'"'■"""'■    ■""'     |.<iilantlu-,.,,i,t     „.i:,ht     I,..     ,„„■    a„.|     tl,?. 

;?""•';:'"'";•  '!}"  '"''"'■  '"'•  "-^  -""'i'.;^  ti,..  n.w 

lort  >t  lor  flu.  ^.  ' 


S  uii,  as  the  •-traiiT,  r 


*'  \\.  II.  has.'  '.  .•  fini>ii.  .1.-  '*  a-.kr,i 
I'tit    tlif  piece  of  [)a[)er  ilu\Mi. 

J{nf  tlu-  Wra„-ei  ,na,|,.  „..  anMv.r.  'i  lure  uas  a 
'""'"""  '!"'  ""■;;'••"■";;•  i"  !■;.  t.n.pl...  a>  l.,-  .hai.H.I 
■'     ■•■n-M,l,..r.       What,  v., •     ,„•     u|„..v.r     1...     uu^\A     l,,-. 

P'"anfl,n,,u>f  nor  liMann..,-.  He  ,„-e.s.,|  ),„  |,,..„.is 
t"      H,     f.nv|„.a.,l.       Snn.ethinn-     ,,,,,-t     h„iM.     M.ni.thin.r 

'""^  -V"  ''■■'•'■•  '"■'"•"■'■  '"•  '•""'''  ''^'""^  '''"Iv.  Who 
'HU  1  uno  an,  Ir  uas  t  lie  .j;,e.f  i,,,,  that  hatten,!  at  his 
paialv>,d  liraincell,. 

■'  I.ave    him    he."    sail]    .\i;iit    (i. 
all  ^Drii'  uhite." 

;•  Vnn-ll  „,ake  hi,,,  hul  a^--iru  li,,i\  uhat  voii'll  ,|,.  " 
sai.i  -Marv.       -  1)„  y.    uant  t,,  „,.m-  I  he  ,.  ,,.!,.-  "' 

"-Mak.-  hi.u  lei  a  .hnp  ,,i-  i,...,u.exv.*'  said  Au,>t 
<..raina.       Mie    ,.ut    <|o«„    h,  ,-    ,,:,..    an.l    filled    un    h-r 


•  I  ra  lua. 


ill     man  s 


J>4 
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MUM  (lip  uifh  tlu.  now  (lark  t-Dncoctioti.  '' V.  r.  (rive 
hiiii  this.  "r«()iil(l  iip^  i  Ihe  hot  (.11  ii>  to  \(r''tli.' 
^^•ivimi>,liis  u.i-.  HI  ti  I'  liv.*' 

Htit  their  ^nu.-,t  waN  .stru-r^rh'n,:,'  Jf.sjjcrutol y,  iisin^' 
ail  lii^  i'orccs  of  Ij-xIv  and  will  to  rtcovc  r  t\>i;  know- 
IvdfTi:  that,  was  ju^t  Ijcvond  hl>  -ri-p.  Th,  .storv  lie 
tii'l  ii  III  ricallMl  -(Piiictliiiii;-  io  hiii..  It  ua>  as  if  he 
vwiv  a  (Iriuikcii  mail  ljliii(||_\  ini.viiin-  a  k.  v  o\(r  the 
surface  of  a  door  in  tin-  hope  of  hk-cI  in^/  the  k.  \d)ole. 
'I'h.ii  Midddilv,  a>  if  the  kcv  had  fo!m(Tthc  lot'k,  the 
clo-cd  door  in  |ii>  hrain  .>\miiio-  ,,p,  ,,  ;,,|,|  i,,  reimni- 
hi-riri;^-.  he  faiidcd. 

"'rher.,    I    tiiild    voii    how    'twould    he,"    said    .Marv. 

She  drao^rcd   Iiiin   partially  outside  the  tent,  and   f.  Icti- 

iii^'   the    pail    from    which   >|ie   had   recent iv    fillxl    thc'r 

tca-kctllc,   .she  da>hfd    soiiie    water   on    the   unconscious 

man's    t'ace   with    her    hands.      The   old    rat-catchi  r   did 

""'    iri'iililc    to    ino\,.    hut    sat    iiisid,..    hi,    knees    drauu 

up,   iinpci-turliahlv    sniokin;^,      To    his    mind    (hi     fuo-i- 

tivc's   .motion    was    only   an    addtd    [iroof   that    he    was 

the  man   wiiose  name  was  on  every  om 's  lip,.      l-'inallv, 

uitii   a   orunf.   he  knoektd  his   pipe  out    ai;-ainst   one   '<>{ 

the    ha/(  1    rod-    which    supjtortcd     the    tent,    and    took 

I'ii'i-'lt"     "I!"     to     c!iop     tir     i^n-nii     I'ur/c     top-     he     had 

<;at!ici.,l,     wiiilc    th.-    woiii,  n     ucru    "Misyiiin'     themselves 

"I'h    the    t.  id.    into    fodd,  r    for    the    Iioi'm-   ai:d    donk(  v. 

'''■    tumlilcd     the    succulent     li^^'ht     or^cn     firickl^  -    into 

an   old   siin,.,|-d)o\.   and  choppi'd  tluiii  up  with  a  sharp- 

ed;^-.(l    matto.-k.    while    the    animals,    tied    to    the    lar^vr 

cart,     lit'ted      tluir     droopiii:^^     heads     at      the     W(  leo;);,. 

sound.        The      c'ip-i'lop-c  lop.      clip-clop-clop      of      this 

operation,    aln  ady    familiar    to    the    sfranirir,    was    the 

first    sound    uhicli    nut    h:<    ears    u  h(  n    he    returned    t) 

consciouMiess  and   to  the  knowl,  ,ln-,.  of  h;,,,,-.If.      There 

was  no  closci   d,.,.r   now.      He   reau  riil)ered   evervtliin'T. 


ilv  lay  .till.  ui!h  .Init  ry.'S  mljii,!  i„^r  In.n.JC,  a,  it 
";■'■'•■  '",  '"^  ^"n:di,M,.  If..  f..lt  .M,,rv".  h,.n.l  a-ain>t 
ln>  riirck,  aiul  siucll  t!i,.  .  M-nal  un,„i  ,,nukr  aii.I  tlif 
oarthj  aroma  uhirl,  ,lun-  tu  h.  ,-.  A  ortain  .Mn>r  ..f 
tlic  lii.iici(Mi>  1,1  ui,'  Iniii  Miiilr  laintlv  to  liiiii-tlf.  Wliat 
an  o.i,|  uav  ..I'  ..rapr  fin,n  ciivnu'istaiico  hul  ..pmcd 
lip  t(i  liiiii  l)_v  a  niira(iil(,ii>  fliaiita  ! 

••  V(ui"rc  f.cli.i'  |„tt,  r  Hour  "'  a>kr,|  .Marv. 
_    /l/i''"'!--',    tijf    p,,ni-    ,1,   ,r,    l.iuk,    \\n-    u.av    la  \    >uvat- 
'"  •        ^■"''      -^ii'if      (i.raiiia,     ui(|,      i,it..n.'.t.        ■•D.-nll 
'1-nli:      II,.  Innk^M.  ifluM  M.n  a  niullo.      '1\,  >,,.a  uirt 
man  Ivmi*  !;kf  (liat  tiiin,  ni.-!  ""  " 

;•  Tin  .ill   rio.hf  n.,u,""  ..aid   th,.  .IranH.r,  JiOi,,..  !,i„i- 
■"■''"■       "  i  "I  >"ii-_v  f.i  lia\.    -((iir  off  |;k,    that."" 

'•  Vou    -it    iii.>i,L.    hy    tlu-    /in-,""  >ai,l    Marv.       -  \\  r 
slioulders  is  wi-t  and  i.iuddv.      Ynn'U  ,\vy  insid,.'" 

SIlC    livlp.<i     hllM    i,|,    ;,,id    fl,,      fu„    K.oiiUU     fnll.iU,,!    Illin. 

••  I)Mn"t  y,u  u<,n-y."  >lie  said  kin.llv.  "Dad  liav 
M<|^  moil,  y  of  youni.  and  a  l.ird  I,i  t|,;.  hand  is  worth 
a  r.il.!)it  m  t,;.'  l,„sli,  ..p, c^dlv  uIk-,,  tlu-  hu.h  i,  a 
poluv  roiirt.  II..  ain't  lik.lv 
iVar."" 


lo    i^'ivl-   you    up.    ni.\cr 


■•  .Mo,i,y.-  *•  !,,.  .,.,;,!  al.nipljy.      "  H,,vv  iniu-li.- 
.Mai-_\   (ii.i.'oard,  (I   Aunt   (M-rania's  nud^-iii.-s 


*■  A    iirttt.r    <iC    t\w  nt  v-(i\ 


''    1 lid    ill    paper    iiion..v. 


and  a  --nkl  uai.-h.  and  n  v.rt  nf  hank-lu.nk.  'Hnn 
iliuv^uas  a  l)it  of  uritiiiL;-  or  t-.v,,  in  a  ca^.  .  huh  th-Tt- 
wasiTt  no  naiih-  'o  tluiu."" 

"  Ila^  your  t'atlu  r  ,o-ot  thi-ui.'  "'  a-k.d  th.   vtran<r.r. 

"•  Vou  ncvrr  tauld  ni.-  about  the  watch.  .Marv"!"'  put 
in  h.  r  aunt. 

]\Iary  disrcifardni  Aunt  (l.  rania  aoaiu. 

"  Dad's  <rf)t  \-m,  I  dar  say." 

'•  He'd  I),  tti.r  burn  the  case." 

"  And  the  money " 


iiV) 
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'■   tl'.l\(  1-   frnlii   one   J)I;lCO 


"And  I'ir  watch. ■*  |iiil  u,  .\Miit  (Jcruni.i. 

"  \'niir    taHnr    c-ui    Ism])    tliMii,    if    Ju-    ran    kivj)    his 

NO  harof  that.  m_v  i;'i  niilunaii."' 

JIf  11  li(  (ted  a  iiiimitc. 

••  J{ut  uhat  yon  oniiT  to  do  ;.-.  i-m  If- "  ;,>-k. d  Aunt 
(i.  I'ariia,  takiiii;-  ad\aiita-r  of  tl;,"  j),,i!-,-.  "  Jf\  nut  to 
"'"■  Hi''  i''^t  to  ^a_v  it.  look,  iiiv  ^■niiiliiiiaii.  l.ut  il'  \  on 
uaiil>  to  ,-vt  .,jr  v.HiM  |„..t  n,  t  a  didlin-  .r  two  .;V  it 
bark." 

"l  don't   u.ud   to  i^vl  ,jtr,"  he  >aitl  .dowlv 
travil  tliu  count  r\  .'  '' 

''  Oh  yrs.  my  n-,nnk man.      W 
to  anot  licr  yci-aboiit  ■,." 

"  I  don't  kniav  thi>  country."  Jir  rt  jihrd  "  I 
sliouldn't  miiui  sccin<,^  if.  And  Fu-  ,-  f^nry  to  >,  ,■  it  a> 
you  do.  to  live  as  you  do.  to  clcir  out  oV  cix  dilation 
alto;j,'(th(r." 

"Hut  a  .^(iiid.nian  like  you  coukh.'t  11\.-  hkc  uhat 
\Vc  docN." 

'•\\\i\-  not.'  Hilt  I  .di,d!  \\;uit  ;iil>  trnl.  and  niv 
kcip  for  .a  hit.  \'our  father  can  well  aiford  tli-t  out 
(d  v^liat  hc'.s  ^-ot  (d'  mine." 

'rh(  re  was  .a  jhuisc. 

"  I  don't  know  what  S.im'il  -'ly  to  it."  >aid  Auid 
(Jt-rani;!  <hiuht  t'ully.  i-csuinini;-  her  pipe.  "Suppose' 
the  iravcno-i-os  Avas  to  find  out  you  wa>  uilh  Ux.  t!i.  v"d 
lei  us.      And  fo!-tv  pound- —     " 

"IIow  do  us  kriaw  as  w,*d  nvt  it  r  "  iiderrnpted 
^fary  -harply.  '•  I  [,  re\  tueidy-tive  Inr  .s.it'e  and  a 
K<>ld  ora  in  dad's  pocket,  and  to  ^.  t  tlir.  othi  r  we'd 
h.ive  to  ;j,o  to  die  police,  and  mayl)e  tlie  sediins.  and 
a  crowd  of  folk  askin'  our  husiness.  The  o-cmdeman'^ 
rio;ht:  if  he  ^tays  doiii;-  with  u>.  thev'ii  mver  tind 
him." 
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Auiif  (;.r,ini;i  smoked  meditativily. 

M.iiv  fiiniid  lo  flic  >fr,iri^cr. 

-Our  A.-iv-  \uur\  sn!t  yoM.  a  ^vunliuAU  wli.it'^ 
n>i  (I  to  .  i>y  li\  in*." 

•• 'i"L_v  uill  Miit  .1,,.  u,  11  ,rinii--li,"  ]„.  r.jii;,  ,1.  -As 
for  .■a.y  \nm<j:.  l\r  .1,  pf  lu.l'orc  now  on  t!ir  -,rroun(l, 
and  ualkid  al!  dav  mi    in  .  nipfy  >toinafli.*' 

-Mary  >faivd  ,if   liim  uilh  int,Tf>t-. 

"  Wlial  you  do  tJ!  it   for-  "'  >||,.  ask.d. 

"  Not  on  purpos.  ,"  lu-  .lid.  with  a  dry  stnl!.'.  -  For 
inucli  tlif  >an)r  r.ax.n  as  I'm  rloin^r  fl,;^  nou ."' 

r  ^^''•\';  ""■  '•"P-  :ii'^>r  \i>;\'f-'  M.|.,,l  Aunt  (Irpiini.-. 

"No."  -aid   h,  :   ••  n.if    in    p(  r-on.      A>   ^vimIjoI.s *' 

Hi'  l)rokf  (,ir. 

"As  what?  "-aid  .Mary. 

"I    ua>    talkin-    nonMir-c,*"'   hr   said.      "  I'v,-    alwavs 


IiiHii    a    walkri-.       'I'j,,  1-,  \ 


■I   wandii-uin"   in-iinct   liorn   in 


sOUIr    hi;--,.        'I'll,  !•,■    Uas    U!   UlUlr." 

••Tliat  tni,.  .nou-li.'*  -aid  .\ind  Crania,  ^pittin-. 
'^'*"  ""'  '[;■'•  ■•'i'^'M,  that-,  oot  it  can-t  n,-v.-r  hid  in 
orif  place. '" 

^^  Mary's  ( y<  s  trav.ll.i  innocntiv  to  his  calves. 
Tli>.\  \uvr,  iiMi,,,i.  th,.  ,ah,.,  ,,}■  ,;,„,  „j„,  1,,,,  „^,.^j 
hi-  h-s.  TluM  1h(y  rrturned  to  his  fnc,,  ami 
onr  of  h.r  pr>l!y  and  l.riiliar.t  >n,il,  ,  dawnui  info  Iht 
eyes. 

'•N.>  on,,  won't  know  you  for  a  <rcntd.  inan  now." 
she  said.  "If  you  ■.\;,.  fo  see  yourMlf  now  vouM 
a-know  what  I  in*  an-.*" 

"And  uliat  dots  you  iiiran-  ""  ;!-k(  d  1h  )•  aunt. 

For  an-w.r  Mary  runM.imvd  in  a  corn,  r  foil  of  o<ids 
and  ends,  and  pulled  out  a  looklii--nla>s  in  a  partially 
l>roken  frame.  Slu-  hand,  d  it  to  th.eir  nai. -t.  takinj^r  a 
coy  look  at  it  herself  as  if  ui  nt  hv. 

'•I.ordy.    uliat    a    >i-ht     I    h." !  "'    >he    said    self-eon- 
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S(Muii>lv,  >iii  )r>t!iinir  Ii,.)- (I'irk  li.iir  alioiii  l!.,  t.iiii)l,>  ultli 
clissr(isfaclinii. 

"'■    '""'•'     "!'■    mirror     I'imid    In  r    (,iit-.tr(  IcIm  .n,\. 

Hi      ua-,     Hirpri^,.!     Iiinj,,    j'     uh,.,,      ],,       ^.,„      .  ,      ^. 

'■'■""'"I  i"  '*•  -M.itf.d  liiir.  a  llircc-dav..*  ^rr„wtli  of 
tauiiv  li.  ani.  a  |)  ,!,.  ,|i,-t_v  fa<v,  and  rvcs  Hiat  >linu,.,| 
UK  (it  li  -train  J),  I  n  (i  tVoin  it  at  |iii>i. 

••  (ioo.I  Lonl  I  ••  ];,.  .;,:,|.     ••  'J'!,,  _v';l  hano-  „„■  at  sirrlit." 

Mary  stand  at  liini. 

'•  IF  Fni  to  lie  a  vay-ahoiul  an-l  oiitlau.  I'll  1,,  a  dean 
our.     \i)\\r  fa.c,.  isn't  ,|I|-|_v.     liow  ilo  voii  na-li,  Marvr  " 

*'  I  rliaii-  liiVMlf  ill  a  Inukvt  o'"  uattr,"  >ai(l\lu> 
bashfully. 

'•  I  lavf  von  (  V(  r  1:  hI  a  Iiatli  -  "' 

"^'■"'•^"\.  "''''■  ■■""'  ^c'X'iiful  Muilr  nuarddl  lim. 
"  Not  iiiL',". sail!  >li(.   ••  I  kips  iiiysrlf  c'ltan  without  that." 

"Ue  ain't  like  thuii  loi;.y  iiiniiip.r-.'"  >ai(l  Aunt 
(irrania.  hhm-c  plaiuiy.  -  \\\  uv\i\-  liiu  in  tli-  'Ou-c. 
'J'haf-  uliiu-c  thry  haths  v.  r.  And  thrv  niuniiu  rs  ru  rd, 
it."" 

•Mai-y  :mviii.i1  to  conoid,  r  the  con\cr>at irui  hoKkrin^ 
on  the  itidici  111. 

•'  I)"you  want  .a  hit  of  .i  wasli.-  ""  da-  iiM|uirrd.  -  Til 
slio\c  you  in  .a  Imckit  fnl  of  uat.a-  in  a  iiiiiinlt.  ,in' 
thi'  dotlirs  what  you  had  on  v  hni  ur  found  v.t. 
ThuyVf  Avy  hy  nou.  and  tlhiii"-  youVsc  ^r,,t  on  n,nv 
is  wrino-inrr  wh,  n-  I  tliro\v,d  '.saiir  o\,r  vour  v.  d,. 
I  L^<A  to  .spik  to  (kid  now." 

"  An"  I'm  M-oin"  hack  to  the  wao'ou."  -aid  .\unt 
Gt-rani.t,  fappino-  the  ashes  from  hir  cailty.  "So  Til 
say  -ood-ni-ht  to  yini.  my  o-cnidcnian.  an*  n-ood  hick, 
'ion  riTdn't  t'.ar  "hout  us  trlh'n"  on  yi  r.  or  talkin" 
cai-'-K--.     \\  ,    k;p>  to  oiirMlvrs.     "J'i.  ;,  !),  autiful  niidit. 


;uul   .V(    diall 


iia\  c 


soiii.    ciry  urathci-,  ph'ase  (.o(h" 
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In-    >{)it.'    .if    Aunt     (nTaiiia's    proirnnstications,    wlim 
tlic   ah.ji    auokr   (Im-   ii.\f    nu.niir.^,    it    u  a>    to    Ii.ar   the 
uiii.i   ni.iiinn-  owr  t!,,-   t  iv,  .  ami  a   li-ht    rain   pal  t.Tin^c 
a;.rani^t     tl,..    t.  nt    ;in,l    tlic    hii-li,  .    li,,;,!,.    if.      H,.    fVlT 
infinildv   h.ttrr  afl,  r  a   I..-1-  anJ   .livan,l.'^>  >!rcp.      ]h- 
strrtcli.d  ii;,  Ir-'s  /iihI  ,■.■,,,„.  xi,,l,!itlv  into  contact    with 
one  of  tlic  trill -ru,!-.      Tlun   lir  s  :t"up   i„   l,;,lf  h.niinr- 
ous   survey   of  hi.   MiiTonn.lin->.       Durin--   his  days   (.f 
(Ichriuni    and     iUncss     he     had     not     .mce     r,  moved     hi. 
^rarnient>,  or  ralh,  r  the  dean  drv   -hirt   an.i  pair  of  old 
troiiser.    the    rat  cat.liir    had     put     0,1    him    w  h,„    tin  v 
had  found  him   M,ak,d  and  nn.  eai^cion-   in   th.'  hracken. 
Hut  la>f   nirrht.   in   .pite   of  a   feelin.,^  of  di/zine»   and 
iin.teadine>>.     l,,.     I,  ,d     undn.nd     .and     u.,  ,1     th<'     rat- 
catcher's   shirt    in    h'.M    ..f   lujama..      Thi>    inornin:r   he 
stru,i,rirh.d   into  his  coat   and   a   pair  of  trous.rs.   tlwaid 
hi.    feet    into   his   hoot.,   and    tindinir   the   .nif.tv   bucket 
in   which   he  had  wash,. I   the  tii-ht    het'ore.   he  w,  nt    .mt 
to   soar.'h    f'u-  uat.r    l",,r  his   ahhitinns.      The    win. I    wa. 
boisteroii.    a-al    chilh    iiut    not    mid    or    vioh nt.    and    he 
dr.'W    it     int..    his    hin^-.     for    a    moment     as    hi-    stood 
.shlvcrin<r  i„   the  wet  (in,,   ^ra..  an. I  .hiunh.ai.ii  lieath.r 
and  hracken. 

A  thin  thread  of  sniok.'  w,nf  up  ahea.iv  from  Aunt 
Gerani.a's  cirav.-.n.  I)ut  th.r.'  w ,  r^  ,1.)  sinus  of  niove- 
n.ent  fn-m  li,e  r.at-.'atch..  r\  lent.  'He  .ncainpment 
.>t(jod  upon  risi'i.ir  o-roun.i.  ,1  moor  stnlch.  .!  aw.av  on  n 
hi-h  p!at,;ai  to  th.  ir  hdt.  oraduallv  slopiuLT  up'w.anls. 
Oil  th,e  other  silh.  (d"  th.'  camp  wa."  a  wood!  II..  con- 
cluded   th;it    water   was    t.i    h.'    found   son,,  wlure   ,at    t)ie 
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;',() 


AI.I.WAHI) 


'•""'""•;:■    '-I''- 'I    a    Wuunlnll    ,,,.11,    to    fl,..    ^    nflh,. 
"""'',"'■"■''     '"'/"'"    ""■     ' '-        ■'"'-    '■-"     --     H'- 

'";':r<     I,,-,   ,I:„^.    tl,,-    fun-..    „f    tl„     noi.v    -n.^ts,    if    ^^..s 
still     "'tli     M,,    sfi!|„,..,     ,|.|     is     .,l«.,v;    7.    1.  I 


ll'IP.ltll       1.1  rn,,       ||-((-. 


.'iml 


'-      I''lt      of     il  -'Mil     of     th 


'"■■..:    ..     .f,ll,H    ,     in.l.p,.„.l,„t     nf     a     ,..,,,..1     ,„(tv 

-n.xK.  M,.-,  ..  tl...  .,,,k;.,.  „f  ,,i^^^   tiM-ru.t!,.  nfa 

',"•';"■   ';'''''^^   "■   '!-I':-:.k.,  nr  t|„.  lik...      Then..,!,  of 

"•■     ""'^'^    ""'     '"■     ''■•^-^■^    "«'    th.ir    smooth    nms.ivo 

''■•Mil-     U.l,.     ,o,,l,,|     „ii|.     „„„,    „,.    .^     ^;^j^,     ^,_.^^^_     ^^^j     ^^ 

f  •'■      "■'""•,    '^'■'^'-'''    »^'s    a    flonr    nf    f;,ll„„     I,,,,,, 

'''";;"\^""  ♦""■''^"'■•'"■-^""■-!-'v  MM.,  tl..t  .nn- 
'■;'  *'"■  '";'■'";•'"■  hvnrhn  .o.|,|.„  uilh  th,.  rain^M.I 
^"■^'^  ';:"*^  "'  '-'""'••  'I'l--  u-  a  rnntinnal  ,lri,,- 
';'"-;■'    !-'"••   !';"'!>    lavl.n.ati,    tl,,-   hnlli,..   an,i   JnJ,, 

I-    ^l"l"M^    ]|:.f!,s    small     rivul.t.     ,•:.„.    ^w.>,un;^    a,i,l.. 

;'  ■';-'!-l  -n,l  l,.avc..  an<l  .li^-nv.-rin;^  ^^nn.l  l„,M:.tl,. 
'^"'   ''    ";';  ""'   ^"■■■'\v  I-  'in.l  uatrr  to  ua-h  uii!,.       JJv 

'•;,""""•■'">•  'i-'"wiir,^.  h.  ,ii,i.  i,„i,,,,.  .,,„„,  ,„  -^ 

''"",  J'^",';^'".^-  '^i'-i  -'!'  rain-uat..,-.  i,„t  ;,  „,, 
"""'''>■  Jf''  ''-"I  "•'  n:Mi.l.  hnu.v,.,-.  t,.  ..„  fa.Mrr  or 
!,",;'""'';^  '"■"-"■  '"''"'•  -'  !'>•  (ill.^1  In-  Irark.l  half 
'"II.    :n.,l    .,\    out    hark    ,!,,    thrnuuh    t!,,-    •.,„„!.    soMu  how 

'"•^^"•-  ""  !''''l'i  I'.V  ^^l:i<■li  !h-  had  ,1,  m.  n.h .!  H. 
;•'";■-"'  ^'*  ^'  ^1"'*  "!'!'•!'  --m,,|  alnuKt  hkntiral  uil|, 
"'■•''  "!"'"  ^^ '•!'■''  fl".-'  I'.i'l  .n.-a,n|h.l.  i.nr  it  u  ..  !,a,v 
y''''';'  '"'■  '  I"*'''  "f  v.llou.d  ^r,,,.,  ,,,hI  a.h..,.  >hnu- 
!"7,. ''■•"';-  "'  •■'  l"nii.r  .ii.-ampuirnt.  I'ollouin'r  thr 
liollus    alon,4-    i!'^'    vu-,.    of    llu-    uoo.l.    !„■    rau,-ht  "^si^hf 
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n  y/ird  (.r  so  furtlitr  of  th,-  .smok.  of  ,,  (J:,..  I{|,t  fj,is 
proved  ;i  (li^ipjx.iiitiii.  nt.  'i'lm.-  t,nt>.  i,,r^r,  ,■  ..,„(! 
dirfi.r  tiian  flu-  rnf-ratrh.  |\.  unc  iiKl.,,!  pit.liul  un.l.r 
sliilti-r  of  Hi,  liolli,  ..  liut  tli,  ^i^rht  of  sdiiK-  four  or 
five  /il'liv  little  cliil.ln  11  niiiiiin^-  alxuit  hirefoot.  atnl 
;i  i,nrl  uitii  a  cryiiiu-  I'al'.v.  made  iiini  heat  a  retreat. 
'I'ii'  tie\t  ,'iiomerit  Im'  aIiiio>t  ran  into  Aunt  (Jeran-.-i's 
yellow  van.  She  h.  i-Mif  >tood  at  th.'  t.,-,,  ,,f  l|ic  steps, 
nppai'eiitl     ini,^aL;e(|  in  x-oiiriri;;- soini'  pot  or  pin. 

"'I'll.  IV  y.ii  are  then.-  .she  M-reetid  him,  m.  i>iiiin- 
iii^  iirik.Mipl  Jnio-lh  wil.'i  a  smile.  "Why.  what  vou 
hin  ilnin'  to   '  .  i'>i  If-  " 

■•(iittin;^-  il\"  he  nplii.l,  witli  an  an^uerlriL,^  >mile 
out  i.t  his  ^r(  (  n  !)roi\  n  evt -. 

"  ^■oll  don,- it  \erv  .jiiiek,*"  she  i-e!(ii-l(d.  ••  Hi,  ilj'.ist 
w  ill  !),■  r,  ad^-  in  a  iiiinii'i  .*" 

"  An. I  I  Miall  he  r.  i<ly  I,.  ,at  it/"  i;,.  ivpli.d,  ami 
'■'■''■'  ''"I  '"'■'  Hie  t,iit  to  ,|n-..  .Marv  hroiiMht  hi,,,  a 
'";|'i-  "'■  !"■'  "i  "i'l  »•■••'l^  I' a  liefoiv  'h..  ha,r  llni^h.  ,!. 
^^I'l'  lii-  •■Mn\.de.M'enee  ii,  r  ;iii-  ..f  pn^f,  ct ion  ami 
'■""""""'  ''•"'  d,'part,M|.  and  Ihi.  moniiti^r  .1,,.  |,,uk,.i 
.•it  iiim  :d:ii,-t  d:yL-.  S!„.  ,■,«•  that  he  was  vonn-,T 
than  sh,.  Ii.ul  at  fir  t  t-ik,  n  him  t,,  h,  .  ]  [,.  "h,,!  7li,' 
look  n{  the  elass  w.iieh  eiiltivates  hodiU  fitness  and 
physical  hardti.ss  as  an  cud  ratl-ei-  than  a  m,  an-. 

■  Wliat">  (he  tim,',  .\Iary.-  "  he  asked  her. 

•*  Soiiiewheres  ahoiit  m\,ii,  I  ,iir  -a\.""  ,he  ntaimd 
V.  ifh  ;i  -■yj)sy's  readiness.  "  "i  ,ij"re"  hotter  to  , lay. 
•''■"'""'  }"^^'  I  wouldn't  have  thoi|n-ht  you  could  iiave 
M'"f  ""'  "f  fi"'  t'Hl  without  ,Iad  t,)(|ty  M,in'  uhit  \-ou 
was  y,  ~t,  rdav." 

"It  wa-  time  for  me  to  -■,  t  h,  H,  r."  he  sii.i.  ••  IM 
n'','!i  a  [dcr  KiU"'  inotM'"!!.' 

S!i,'  sit  dfCMi  on  th,-  u.iturn,  d  Inn  k,  f  at  the  op,  iiint; 
"f    tli^-   *''d    .-md    uatcli,  ,1    liim    coiul)    hi,    hair    »ith    1 1" 
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Mnall    j.ork-i   r.,n,l,    v.  I,;,!,    u  .„   t|„.   o„lv    arli..!,-   of    iu]},\ 
III    fosscssed. 

••  Vn,,  un,rt   Innk  m,  1,.,|  u|„„  v.r  hrani  \,    .rnnv.,!'" 

■■lie    ul)-|    I\l   l|.  ^ 

ll<    t.'iivu   a  <|iiick  niarici-  af  li,r. 

1  t    i>    kilill    (if    \  (ill    to    >  t  V    .S(J." 

"  Ai!(l  lia\r  voii  h  i(i  \.nir  Im  akfast  r  " 

n.-  was  silnif    for  •,  uiorn,  nf.  and  tli,  n  li.-  .aid    "  Did 
voM   ^|„.ak    to   vo„,-   fallur  k,.t   ,u-l,t   ,,lmut    ,nv   sfavin.r 

"  V''      "'■  ^■''''  •^""  '"'  '"'''*'■  ''■^""  ''"""t  "'in.l  our 
"  And  t!...  tint-  " 

,/'),""    :'■'"    ''"^     *'''^    •^"-    ^'"'     "''   ""■'"■    f'T    now. 
IJ.-uHl    ^,f     „„.    .,,„„.    „„,,■,.    l,!,.„,k,.is    hvin,l.v.      I    can 

^1"!'  n       lo'..-  u'  dn\.  or  i,.   Aunt   (;,.r.nv"s   van  a.    I  dul 

"  Hou-  Jo,!M-  uiii  y.);ir  fallirr  cunp  Iutc?  " 
.  ,'"'"':;■"■    ''■■'>"-'•    '"■    ^""••-    '"'vlu..      'i-h,.v    knous    niv 
'^:    "'■,  '"'"f   >"'••      n..  oCNn    l,av...   a  civil   ca,„v., Nation 
^^ '"',""■   l^'M"!--      ri'.ry   kiiau.   1h.   ain't   lik.-   tluv   dirty 
J)<  irdii  -  in  I:,  viiid." 

"  Dirty  uiK.t-  •* 

'•(;o,.d-f.r-,iaiio-I,t.  lik,.  tlios..  ovrr  tli.-ru '*  m,e 
";"'■';'  '"'•  '''•"'  '■"  »!"■  lii'v.tion  of  tl,..  tM,l>  I„.  },ad 
.tuniM.d    a.'ro.s    tliat     niornin-       Sl„.    Mnil.d    I,roa<llv 

''  ^  -m  II  puk  up  .on,,,  of  oMr  talk  if  vo,,  hidosuith  lis""' 

H.'  t.'.l  none,  of  th.  liti.rary  int.r.  .t  in  tlir  fact  which 

■'"""■   1"'"    "o(i!d    have    Cilf        TI,.   ii-..  -    „      i* 

'    "■'^'    " ''•      I'c   wa>   III)    liorroviaii,   no 

I'hiloJoni.t.  'I'o  hini  ui.  to  the  pn-Mnt  n.;,i,,t,.  -ry,,,;,,^ 
•""1  t'-.nM,w  h,,l  1,.,,,  people  whose  Mav  of  life  "^s^eniod 
to   liiin   cnnncntly   rational   and   fr.c.   hnt    iin-avourv    -it 
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f'""--        H.-    Il,.|    I..V,,|    111,,     r.ct     lli.lt    t!i,  I-c    Wrr.'    I10Iil;i.l>, 

♦  III'  tliM-.-  ui-  .1  ((iiiimiiiiit  V  which  t\ri'„,\  cunmiiiiiit  v 
""  ♦•>  -I"  tk.  Ih-  h.ul  II.  V.  r  f.iil.il  to  put  hi>  haiul  in 
hi-^  puck,  t  uhiii  hr  hail  iik  t  Mich  a.  v/aiulrn-r,  out  of 
in-tiTict'\r  >\iiip:ilhv  uitli  a  prr\,r,it  v  which  ua^ 
I"'"''i'il.  II'-  hafdl  the  uliiiiiii^  of  till-  mriiilicaitt. 
iiuf  the  ;4-_vp-_v  of  \l>-  vu,  min-,.  ,,!(!  woodl.irid  ha. I 
at  t  ract.  li  him. 

lie  hiijki  il  at  h.  r  uith  an  mhl  .  \pi-c  ^mmh  in  hi>  "rcco- 
hr. i\\  n  c\ .  -. 

I'll  have  to  I.  arn  Imi\\  to  put  up  thi-  t.iit,  if  I  >tav 
will:  _v(.u."  hi>  >ai.l.  ••  I  cm  maiiaM-,.  i),,,  oriliuarv 
canipiri;^^  f.  ut.  hi;t  tlii>  i-  Iik.-  a  uoiiiui\  ,lr.--  all 
pin>." 

"  ''"-^  ^iinpli-  .  iiou^h  to  put  ;i  tint  up."  -.;iil  >hf. 
"Hut  it  alii'f  .\icy  oil"  a-  can  ,|o  it  u.lj.  'rh,r.''s 
*'"'^  ••'"if  t.'iit-.  Look  at  Ihcv  inump.i->  r.iuiiii  th.' 
<""''ii  !'•  Tli.  i'.'n  |i.)t  iiiucli  u  roriif  uitli  !!ir  makiii"- 
"''  •!:'■  t.rit  M)  far  a>  tiiit  ^o.-.  hut  lo.ik  at  t  h.  in ! 
l-'ilthv  yohl  ra--  an  I  hit,  of  p.tli.'oat  a!!  >k-'.v.  r.-.l 
too,  t!i.r  anv'inv.  ]  don't  hold  w  ith  <lirl ." 
••  W.ll.  an. I  uhaf,  thi.  made  ufr  " 

"Mid.'  ui'  hliiikct-  o"  coiiiN(--- f  h.-v  liroun  hi  mkcts 
i^  •!!'■  Ik  >t  to  kip  out  the  i-iin,  and  f  ■  v  h^  uarm,  too. 
(Jood  ciiouoh  f,u'  any  om-  that  i>.  thoui;-h  n.it  so  ^'ood 
a-i  a  van.  Hut  thcr.'  jio.u-  ci-.cturs,  th.v  liv.v  no 
hcttcr'n  i-af-,  W.-  d.ni't  ha\i-  nothiii'  to  do  v.  i'li  tluv, 
c\cc;)t  t.)  h.  ip  ■(  m  now  and  anain.  And  some  of 
them  that  tak.  s  to  th.  lite  from  th.'  town-  is  helpless 
as  hahc-.  We  n>  \-.r  si;:r\.s.  At  one  tim,  of  the 
year  th. •!•(*>  om^  iii'ii^-  to  d...  :it  anolhi  r  th.^re's 
anoth.T.  lint  th.y  take-  to  the  life  accidental.  tiii-.iut,di 
}i()ppin'  or  :;ittin'  into  tr.mhle,  .an. I  there's  not  mucli 
else  they  can  do  out  of  th.'  Ii.)ppin"  -t-i^on  hut  mump. 
Now  a  man  \\r,it*>   trax.lhr's   hl.io.l   in   him    will  alwavs 
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'^'|"H-  wli.a   t.,  .1,.  lo  .HM  ,,   n„..l.      In   ih.    ,,„i„,r  tl„n\ 

H'-^'l-",'    l.^riTS.        On,,     nf     tl,.„,     U„„!-ll>-t      l.riMU      u|„,v     to 
Io.,k     for    plMX.rs-    ,.;,r^.,    „nt     t!i.  V.         ^■,,u     .,,■     l,lnl>      MMi 

■•"""i^il^  ..,,,1  su.'li  lik..  ha.  tli.ir  r.„,,„|,.  1,^,.  „,.  ),,, 
'""•  ><'.in.|s.  nml  if  yo,,  knnw.  tl„.  ,uun,l,  ^nu  knows 
»i.M-,.  I!„v  !„.  hk.Iy  fo^ro  to.  Mv  ,l.n|  M  (in.l  ,a  .1.,/,,, 
;'-^''  '"  '^  ninn.m-  ;umI  ll,.\-li  „•.(  .,  .  ,„„.  jf,, 
knows  „!h.,v  to  l,,ok  r,„.  fl,,  „..t>.  ,..,,.1  1,.-||  mark 
"'"■'■^'  •■'  I"'"^"-  '!"  ''■"I'  .1  >:iil.  auav.  .\,„l  plov.r,* 
;-'-:  "/"■''  ",n.  :uhI  .,-.  :,  ,|o/,„  In  l(in,^uo,Hl  or 
ln-i>t.-!„nvli  wlurc  u.-  .,  IN   !!„,m.  or    ,1   .,n.-  of  th.  l.io- 

llOM'.o."  '^ 

••    Hut    p!o\..rs'l.o-n-,    \w„l't    kr,  |l    \oU    a||    tllr    \  ,  ■  ,  r.  " 

;-^'HMv  ri-lit,  ,„_v  -.in, I,  man.  Hut  \\u^\  ntlur 
II,iaM->.  ' 

••  What   arr  Ih.yr  " 

She  laiio-hi  d. 

'••Makiu-,.,  U-.  liL'  I.io,..  All  vo„  uant,  for  that  is 
-'>,..■  ol.i  t„,.  uhat  yon  o-.ts  at  ha,k  .joor..  a  f,  w  tack., 
ami  t!'.(  r(   yon  arc." 

Anil  w I  I'oi-  the  pi  M-.  •' 

*•  W'U.     .la, I     rnf.     ha.^ 

IllltHll.."' 

•■  And    uh  it 

picasinv    of    l„r    Im-kx     v,,,.,-    and     pnftv    .  vt ,    fiv..l 
earn.  -Ily  on  hi.. 

'•i:v.r  M,  many  thin-..  A  man  can  always  '-o\  a 
',  'V  '""''^  ''■'""  '■'  I'-'nnrr  in  Mnnm.  r  fim.".  Then 
tlu-ro  !mk,rin\  A  ^lact  n(  tin  ..n'v  <-o>ts  tiir.c- 
T'V"'""-  ■■""'  ■'  '"■'"  'i^'  •'■ffrcv  Whi.'hVr.  a  travlK^r 
;V"':.'  ''""^"'  "'■  ''"'"^  ■■^'"1  '•■""['-  lutw....„  v,.r  an.i 
H'.nilhu.  can  s,!!  .  ,„c,.pan  (,k,,-.  an.l  iVa/^hn-ros 
••""'  *''••'*  '"'•  ■"■  '"'  "f  "MM.y.  rv,.  a  saucepan  in^tlu- 
•■art  <.v..r  thar  u  had  ]„•  made.  Th..  Which,  rs  is  vc-'v 
rf>]KT{aI)lr  trav.lKrs.  \,  ry  cl.  ui.  tli.  y  i..."' 


f""i"    I  hat.    or    v,c    hu\>    a 
'^''   'I'"  -'li')!!!,!    h.  r.    lialt^   for    the 
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"  Hii!  -ii[)])UM'  «()ik  i>  It.ul  .ind  it'>  uiiih  I -r  "' 

'*I.Mnl\.  what  )i  Idt  (tf  (lu.stiojis  vou  nsks  I  \V.  11, 
iM  II  til  II  \();i  iircdirt  .>t.u-vr.  'riicf's  j)!i  iitv  of  rilihit- 
about."' 

Ilf  Miiil.  (I.      "  Hilt   |ioacliln_; 

"No  "tain't  tin  II."'  >lic  said,  (j.iickU  di  I'.  ii-<i\i'.  "A 
>toat  lia-.  Iii^  round,  like  you  and  im,  and  if  vou  know-, 
till  111  and  li,ti  ii>  for  tlii'  .s(|Uiakiii' '' 

"  I  oot  a  rahliit  nncc  Ida  tl:  d  yiar-  air,)/*  In-  .said. 
•'  Milt  \i\  accidt  nt."  Hr  diaiii.  d  otf  thi'  ft  a.  *'  (lo  (ui. 
wli.it  iIm'  lit  >idf  nihility.-  " 

"Us  ^ii'N  can  aKsav>  nick  uji  a  liit." 

"IIow.'" 

*'  J{oUlld    at     thi'    door>.       'riiiTr's    lot".-,    of    jno|llr    wli.it 

lets    u-^    lia\i     an   old   >kiit    or  dri»s,   or   a    hit    of  hrtad. 

Will.    I    i;-iit     to    o,)()    al'iiin'    uitli    iiiv    III  Wat     to    Miirl.  \ 
St rii  t.      He  vou    i-coiiiiii" .- 

1  Ic   ri  tlrctt  il.  coollv. 

"  ^  1^.   I'll  coliir  ^oliir  nt'   tin-  ua\.*" 

**("oiiii  on.  tlirii.  Hut  iinlr--.  \iiu  u  int  fo!!.-  to  -tare 
at  you.  you'd  liittn  put  ,iii  nld  co.ii  of  i|  id",  aL;"in. 
Voiir  co.it'^  too  ni  u." 

lU  liad  t'or^i'ot  till  lii,  roll-  of  nil!  luav  criiiiin  il,  and 
lir  put  on  tlic  co.it  with  a  -nulr  tlirkiriii;,'  in  lii>  rvi-;. 
Hunauay  lie  ci  rtalnly  \vi,.  Iiiit  a->  for  tlir  ali-iniidin^ 
hanker,  lir  wished  liini  link,  .and  coii^ratul.iti  d  liim- 
,silf  u()on  li.ivin;.^  unuittiniily  -.tarlrd  tin-  police  upim 
a  fal-M'  tr.ail.  Hut  hou  u.i,  il  that  tlii^e  pmpli  .  hniu  ^t 
themselves,  had  befriended  a  n.an  ot'  the  t  \  pc  thev 
took  him  to  her'  W.a.-;  it  on  .■iceount  of  siune  uii.critt,ri 
\;i\\  of  the  road  amone->t  people  \\\\n  wire  th.ni^ehes 
almost  oiitlau';.  or  \\as  it  her.ause  he  h:i[iper!ed  to 
have  tuenty-five  pounds  in  lii>  pocket  r'  ^'et  if  tluv 
had  taken  it  from  him  .and  left  him  to  hi>  I'.ate  hv  the 
roadside,  no  one  wouKl  have  lui  n  tin    u  i-i  r. 
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""!'•  out    a^    tJH  V   >tnick    out 


ii„    .  •    .,.  '•".'    -'"nix    "JUL  across 

t|if  inrx.r,  nvWiUfr  i„t(,  a   luud  »I,i,l,   J I': 


I  -ilvcr 


'*  Knou  wliirc  voii  h,  -  '" 

.No. 

"  TiiJit  iM.,,1  n,„ ,  iij,  tu  I'ick,  ti",  I'll. I/* ,  ,:,|  ,|,, 

'■  n\  lik.'  Dartmoor."  s.ii.l  )i,  . 

"  ll.ivi-  \nii  a  I,,., I  ,|,nvn  tlurt?  "' 

"  I  knou  ,v.i\   r.,nt  oj-  it.tv.rv  l,ul,  m     •        J  u    ik.,i 
ovi  r  it.  Ii.inl.,!  nv,  r  ,t,  fj^Iu d  on  if."* 

Il.r  iMo.iti,  Urrnwi-  cri,!.  »itl,  astoni>Iini<  nt.    -  \  ,.,,'11 
a  K'H'il.  num  what  !lunl^•'  "  sin-  said 

-  .W'  sai.l  la..      "I^av..  [top.       it   ..,„.. |  ,„„.,»„ 

K>   ^ottm-c    too   .MlohlM.l,    |„,    .,    ,,1.,„    ,„,„    ,i^^,    „^^.^,,,j.. 

I)V  «I.hI.   I  nuan  tl.at   p,,.,,!.-  ul,o  l.unt    f,.,-   ||„.  1,;,,  „r 

it    an.    ,to«,Im1    out    hv    a    lot    of   sp,„u,MUi    u!,o    hunt 

In  caiiM-  it   1^  .>ni.trt." 

I^^i.oke  with  a  noN.  of  ,li.o-u,t  i„  1,1,  ,„i^.,,^    ,„,,  ,,,^,,_ 

>_H,     to   !„r.   'V\n.i    have  you   camped   as    far   auav    as 
tliat.' 

,,  'V""'*  ''''.'''"^"■'  .^■''  "'"'•^"  lli.iv.  \\V-  ■.■„..  to 
'•'"'""•  '"■  ••'"'•-'  <'"nMr.  and  V,  nlv  ul,,.,,.  ^u■  is 
''"^^-  •";''  ""  t,.^^ard.  Urock-nl.nr.t.  "  S,  tflv  i{rd.,. 
ro.k.nl,n>M  \V.i,>  and  Tn/.v  I.ud:,.:  and  from 
,'",'■  '"  "'"  '"!»  ■""'  "vtl...  Cm.,  K„.,d>.  and  tl.  n 
''H.k  a^Mn  to  V.nlv.  lint  I  knou  s  .o.n,.  frvp>i.s  uhat 
camp.  hrr..  annul  iln,  !i,,„.  uf  y,ar  uhat  tra^rK  I,.  tu.,„ 
K.ntand  lKvon-l,.,r.  Tl,c_v  n„,.  |„  K,,^t  j-,,  ,,,^. 
tioiipni  ." 

''  I^  V.,i-,ly  a  nn-nlar  •anii>in<r-nrnun(i.  fh,  nr  " 
"U.l!.  you  Mr,  my  ^(nnlcman,  it  lits  luduc.n  two 
d.^tnrks  |,k,..  'rian's  travrlkrs  ul.at  nmu-,  across 
th.-  .\'.:>n  up  lr,,n,  Winuuund  y.r.  an, I  tk,  n  to  I'oulm.r 
lits  and  hark  tl.rnu-h  Dar-.t  ro.uul  Cianlmurno 
Cliace  nay.      Thtn   tl,tTc\   ..nni.   uhat   couw,   up    fnmi 
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Salisluiry    wav.    aihl    tlicv    .ini.'t        .    i,,,    (nvihvr    than 
N'cnly  TiritlK  r." 

Shi-  w.ilkid  (iloii^-  ill  ,1  Mjiiuwiiat  sluiicliiii-  >^.iv, 
li'  r  1m4..{  Mipportnl  a<rainNt  lur  I.  ft  lii|..  1  Ir  not Icid 
a  (oiiple  of  >ilv,r  riii^rs  ,„i  Ii,  r  liaiid.  aiul  soiuf  ml 
\)v:uU  around  li.  r  hiown  throat.  Sh.-  woiv  a  soinc- 
what  soil.  ,1  in, I  n!,|  hh.ii>.-  without  a  i-ollar,  ■,,,.!  a 
kirchii  f  .,f  V,  {  .ni.!  hhi.-  nf  tho  sort  di-plav.d  in 
villn;,'.'  diops  Isnotttii  ultout  her  throat.  For  tin.'  tirst 
tiMK-  it  stnuk  him  that  slie  ua..  uniiMialh-  pnttv. 
Thoii;,rli  h«r  face  was  sonuwhat  too  Ion-,'  and  tliin, 
th.'  mouth  »as  (in-Nrd  «i,t fully  aii.l  attraT-tivtly,  and 
h.  r  (\.  >«.!•,.  .nff.  hi-ovMi  and  ^r.nth'  lik.'  an  animar.s. 

"'*""*'       '-'ll      Hi''      'ii'v       n(i,n!iiiian.' "      said      hu 

ahnipl  1  V. 

••  What  diail  I  call  yoii  th.n?      Mi>ttr  Allward?  " 

•*  'I'hat  namt-'s  as  ^^ood  as  anv  t.tlu  i." 

"  Hut  it's  yours,  an't  it.'" 

'•It  >l:;i;i  \k-  mil!.-  htrau>c  I  likr  i(.  What  \>ha  the 
fir^t  iiami'-  '' 

Slic  lau;;-li.(l,  soiiKwhat  pu//l,  d.  •'  Ndii  Ini^ottru 
a^ain?      Adam.  *twa>." 

'•'I'hit  i-  better  ^till.  hecauso  it  is  a  uninl  ,  irthv 
n  ililr.       IM  like  you  to  call  me  tliat." 

She  l»lu>lud  and  Mnil.,i.  "  Awri-hf.  "T^w.iild  1„. 
sal'i  r-lik(.      l,()t>  of  travrli,  1-^  I,  called  Ad  ini.** 

Thiy  pa>>i  d  a  ;;-n  m  oil  uliich  a  f.  ^^  ^r,,.,,-  were 
plucking-  at  the  muddv  /^-rass. 

"I'm  f^^oin;,^  hack,''  he  said.  -  I>  tlr-  Hurlev 
Street?" 

"  Ve.s.      Don't  loseyerselt'." 

She  trudtred  on,  and  he  went  hack  in  tla  dii.-ction 
lie  had  come.  As  he  ualk.,|  uphill  a  hiir  motor 
ru^hul  up  hehiiul  him.  Tii,-  r,..,.!  uas  riarrou".  and 
thouo^h  he  k.  jil   w.li  to  t!ie  1,-ft.  the  Car  d!,l   not   ^uerve 
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*'"•  ''■■'•^t  ictimi  to  t!ic  r'^]\\,  wliicli  uniild  liavc  cn- 
aliNd  him  to  Lvp  on  fh,  i-,,,.ul.  A  tui-ioiis  toot-toot 
soiiiidcd  in  lii>  ,:tr>.  ;iii,|  1„.  had  to  !,•  ip  (juicklv  into 
the  liiiKhly  (htch.  .-,„  -h,>i>.r_v  that  h-  'tMh  ulii'h.  thL' 
ni.ai  (h-iviiii.-  >uoiv  at  l.i,,,  as  Iw  |)asM<L  H,.  pickrd 
hiiiiMlf  up  and  >tood  vflU  f,,.-  a  iiionirtit,  uith  a  look 
'"_  '"•^  "'Vcs  uhicii  it  «a-  a  pitv  that  thr  motorist 
iiii-cd.  Th.ii  h.'  >hook  hiiiix'lt'  and  mowd  on.  For 
the  fn-.st  tiinc^  hr  r.ah'M.I  uhat  it  nni>t  !).■  to  htloiijr 
to  a  cki-s  uhich  has  no  ri^ht  to  i-t -mtnii  iit.  no  riu-ht 
^'>  I"'i''''-  i">  iiihiri!.,!  I'iolit  to  anvthin--  hut  thr'ir 
and  the  Minhli,dit  and  th<-  hi-h-roMd.  uhi(h  no  man  can 
I'orhid  thtni.  Sni  dl  u.,nd.T  th.d  t!i<_v  make  the  hv^\ 
of  ht'c  a.s  lh(_v  tin<l  it.  /pi-t  as  th.'  fox' and  thf  ra.t  and 
thr  other  \ci-min  inakt'  their  hf,>t.  'I'hc  earth  is  an 
impartial  inoMier,  she  '-alls  nothin--  unelean,  sin- 
hraiuK  no  hvin--  Ihiii^^  |)ariah.  TIk^  oulcM-^t  sh-eps 
uearer  iier  Leal'!  tiian  IJie  lich  man.  and  >he  tell>  him 
.secrets  which  the  rich  n;an  mav  never  he.ar.  This  is 
the  true  meanin*,'  <d'  tlie  p.aral)le  of  Dives  and  I.a/aiais. 

iJieh.ird  I,V(hh)n  knew  uhat  it  was  to  l)e  poor,  he 
knew  uhat  it  uas  to  he  ricli.  The  onlv  son  of  a 
parson's  ui(h)u.  who  hid  kept  lur.Mlf  and  liim  on  a 
miMral)h'  yearly  >n)n.  he  hail  oone  to  school  on  a 
.^cholar>hip.  and  e\perienc((l  all  i\\c  humiliations  that 
come  of  poverty  to  a  stii>itive  hoy.  He  was  not  of 
tile  stereotyped  ma/)ority.  The  headma.ster.  u  ho  could 
rtcon-nise  a  hoy  with  lira  ins  whin  lie  saw  one.  w.as 
disappointed  in  him  and  put  him  down  as  ha\ino-  no 
.'unhitioii.  In  aftiT  ye.irs,  when  Lyddon's  iiame^was 
uiil-knoun  ("or  its  association  with  one  of  tJK  o-ri.iN'st 
irntntior.s  .  f  modern  times,  h,.  womk  red  at  the  hov's 
dullness  in  school.  Lyddon  left  school  un<h  r  a  cloud. 
He  had  a  pa-Mon  for  walkin-i'.  "nd  one  half-hoiid.av 
left  with   anolhti-   hoy  younger    tlian   himself,  and  did 
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not  .'turn  until  two  (l.iv>  Liter,  wIiiK-  the  country  had 
1)1  (11  xound  I'or  liii.;.  Thiy  liad  ualktil  owr  half  tlie 
l)\\va\>  i)f  I!k'  coiuitv,  >kt.j)in^^  undir  hid^is,  hviii^ 
Jikc  trainjis.  Jk'  had  htcn  .sixtLtii  at  the  time  of  this 
escapaih'.  and  alter  his  expulsion,  bii^an  life  ,'Ls  an 
elcctrieal  eiii^ilieer.  He  eliose  this  career  for  liiiiiielf. 
.Marhiiies  \seie  livin^r  thinij,^  to  him,  and  the  power 
th;;t  lives  in  the  nianiiL't  and  the  li^^'htnin;^  had  an 
uncanny  atlinity  for  him.  Yet  his  true  life  was  alwa3.s 
livid  apart  from  his  work.  His  lo\e  of  solitary 
walking,  his  liatred  for  the  lln^lishman's  s})orts,  his 
tii>liki'  <if  tlie  petty  suhurhan  life  which  was  his 
mother'.-^  world,  wtie  innate,  inaliiiia!)le  from  liis  j)er- 
sonalit_\,  and  his  surroundings  were  always  at  war 
a<^aiii>t  liis  instincts.  He  wint  throu^^h  the  work- 
.Nhoj)s,  and  in  the-  third  vtar  of  hi-^  apprentice.>hip  hap- 
piricd  upon  hi-.  tir.-.t  inviiilion.  It  dropjud  uito  his 
hand.  He  !)ecame  an  inventor  hy  accident  ratiier  than 
liy  tciiipiiami  id.  An  idea  dropped  into  hi>  mind  as  a 
seed  (Iroj)s  from  a  pa>>in<,'  i)ird  iido  fertile  ;^round.  And 
miirr  hccau-e  he  was  lucky  th.ui  ht cau^e  \\v  had  hu-iness 
j'apacity,  the  ^oose  of  fortune  hi  i;an  to  lay  frolden  e^^s 
for  him.  He  was  fm}»l<'yt  d  hy  a  lar<^e  firm  wliich 
tnalcd  hi.'ii  with  honesty  and  ^^ave  him  ;i  fair  firld. 
And  tjieii  iie  made  a  dix'overv  in  connection  with  wire- 
less ti'K'^^-rajihy  which  was  (a<j,rrly  t.ikcii  over  hy  the 
famous  Helloni  Syndicate.  It  was  tiiat  which  made 
him  a  rich  man.  it  wi>  that  which  brought  the  fame  for 
uhich  he  did  not  care  twoj)ence.  At  heart  he  was  still 
the  >ame  as  the  hoy  of  sixteen,  who  had  disapjjeared. 
Ho  w.us  marked  out  as  an  I'cr^  ntric.  hut  as  a  liealthy  one 
liy  those  who  liked  him. 

He  \va.-  oidy  twenty-two  at  the  time  lie  had  soh)  his 
J);(tent  to  the  lielloiii  Syndicate,  and  that  was  ten 
years    a^o.      He    remembered    the    time    wIk  n    he    had 
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worked  at  lii.  i,!,.,i  ,.,h  a  h^mlv  ui)v!c>s  station  in 
Coniw.-.Il.  u).  ,,.  in  tl,..  iMt^ivaN  nf  al-xM-ption  lio  had 
^Mllkn\  ov.r  ,vin  fo-.tpatli  ^vitliin  a  tw.nl v-niile  radius. 
His  work  had  luvtr  ohs,-^,.d  him,  nuthir  liad  its 
(•oini.nicial  vahic  loom,  d  larov  ;„  his  fvi-.  hrvond  the 
iiicf  tliat  it  had  |)r..\i,i,,|  |ni-  hl>  mol  h.r' and  uivcn  liim 
a  fm-doni  v^hich  u  nure  toihn-  Cor  d.ilv  Uwad  had 
dcnii'd  him. 

AikI  thosr  i,,i  vcuN  oC  sMccc^s  u,n.  Mu'  hiftrivst  in 
Ins  lit.',  h.causc  of  the  in.  vitahl.^  wo-nan  who  t-unc 
into  hi.,  hfo.  His  tra;;..iy  v.as  Ihat  hv  liad  married 
her,  with  h.r  resti.ss  .amhition,  her  yiv.wi  for  social 
po^cr,  hrr  insistent  {)Lr.M.naht  v.  hir  power  of  irritat- 
ing' and  -oadin^f  a  man  in  th.'  MihtK-t  wuv  tliat  a 
woman  can  irritate  and  i^o:id  a  man. 

lie  c-loM'd  the  hook  of  ai.uiorv  ahniptiv  as  lie 
cljnihed  the  road  over  th.'  moo,-  wlii.  h  reminded  him 
of  the  Dartmoor  he  lo-.,,L  'J1„.  sun  liad  n-ained 
stren-rth.  It  wa..  one  nf  those  rj.)ld,  ..  davs  of  Fehru- 
urv  wjpch  h.iruile  „ne  into  the  Ji.'i.  f  th.at  April  is  ;it 
han.l  and  tli.t  six  w.nks  of  th.'  cal.iular  h.ive  ;«e.; 
<lropped.  He  heani  a  lark  sin^ri„o-,  ,.,,,,1  saw  it  not  s.i 
far  ahove  him  t!utterin,!.r  .'iiul  trihin.^r  i„  rapture 
a-ainst  u  pah-  hhic  .ske.  J'loni  the  jilace  where  he 
stood  he  eould  >ee  aero>s  heather  hills  .aid  a  watery 
bottom  for  fifteen  miles.  A  distant  .shining-  mi^Wit  oV 
ni'^ht  not  he  the  s.a. 

Aunt  (crania  nrrrted  h'lii  on  his  return  to  the 
camp.  Sh.'  ^^a.  .n-t-v.l  in  ruhhin^r  the  hra.s^-work 
of  the  van,  and  Inil,  ,i  him  with  rounh  o-,„,d-nature. 
The  hu.lus  ahoiil  were  >pi-,a<l  with  wa>hiii<r,  with 
whit.'  tuv  eiirtaiiiv,  lilou.,  s,  aprons,  iinder.r.ariiu  nis  and 
the  like. 

'•  Ah."  .said  ,>he,  "■  an  idle  hf.'  Miit>  voii  he^t,  I'll  lay. 
Ilk.'  all  th.'  men.      .M.m'.-,   uork  half  th.    lim.-  is  >ittin""- 
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still  and  sniokinrr,   and   the   rest  of  tlirir  tiiiu-  heating 
their  joovels  atid  i,nvin'  thnii  rhavi>  to  look  after." 

"I've  (lone  ))iinty  of  hard  uork  in  inv  time,"  he 
replied,  ineetiiifr  th(  twinkle  in  her  eve.  "•  ^'oii  are 
married.  I  sunriose.' 


a  showman,  name  of  (inhhin^,  ev.r  veerd  of  him-  " 

"  No." 

'*  Well,  he's  a-madf  his  fortiii.  Hut  he  don't  let 
me  see  nnich  of  it.  the  rafi'.dv  old  (iaiijo  that  he  is. 
The  other's  up  .a<i,'in  London.  Her  man's  workin' 
ren'lar  tli.re  in  .-.ome  hriekliehis.  'I'ht  v  goes  hoppin' 
onee  in  a  \\  Iiilc  '' 


onee  in  a  while. 

"And  the  other  two.- 


''And  the  other  two.-  " 

"One  hides  oown  at  Ileavddy  Hottom  -vou  knows, 
up  near  Parkstone.  Her  hnshand's  a  \Vhit"e,  .and  riels 
in  <,nies,  does  a  hit  of  liarM-denlinij.  that  is.  She  (;oes 
into  nournesmoiith  hawkin'.  I  shall  ^r„  ,l(,,vn  to'^her 
n<  \t  wik.  Hut  I  cm't  he.ar  hatehin'  in  the  same  place 
like  she  do.       I  must  he  on  tht   ninve." 

"And  the  other?      Is  she  pro>p.rous  too.-  " 

''  She's  a  had  (ral,  sh.'s  hroke  my  he.art.  she  has, 
I  don't  know  what's  hecr)iiir  of  her,  nor  I  dun't  want 
to.  She  takes  after  her  fatlur's  folk,  all  tlicv  lot  of 
Smitli  women's  lu!)heny~- that's  l,,ose  in  their  wavs." 
She    spat   and    rtneued    her   ruhi)in'r   of    tli.-   door    rail 


lIUTe!  hat  >   how   I    likes    to  dikk    the   ohi   vardo    - 

>huimg    so'>    you    ran    mc    your    face    in    the    fitfinj^s. 
Vou  see  I   hin  up  early  thi>  niarnini;  to  do  mv  hit7)f 
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waslihr.  I  knnu.d  I,,sf  „i-.l,t  It  ua.  -.,ii,'  to  he  fine, 
>o  I  '].)«. ■<!  IM  <|,,  Miinr  cI.  iiiin'  and  ua^liin'." 

"I-.t  m-  Irn.i  a  l,,,n,|."  .ai.l  hv.  "I'll  n-ako  vour 
l)ra>s  look  like  -iold." 

"^ollr  l!;,,„i  M  |,e  more  ii>c  in  v,,ur  pork.t,  I  <l,ir 
say."  sh..  nf.Mf.,!  iinl).  ii,.\  innl  v.  -.And  \n\  he  ino.v 
us.fiil  >t,ll  ,(  tluiv  was  Mumnat  mi  tl:..  pock.f.  V,,,, 
polisl,  l„ass!  What  can  you  d„.  I  ..|„„ild  iiko  to 
know.'^  (..rinlcnKn  like  y.m's  hron-ht  up  to  do 
iiothu.'.  V.,ird  not  knou-  how  t..  arn  \.r  niauro  if 
•;^""  '''"l  *"•  '^  ♦!'"v  anv  niart.l  thin-  vou  ran  (h) 
Hit  shovri  out  nionry  h.hind  a  talile.'  Vou  was  in  a 
hank,  wasn'l  you?  " 

"  Not  cxa.tly,"'  >aid  the  impostor,  with  a  smile.  '"  \s 
for  eannn-,  I  could  make  clothes-pcn-s  like  the  rest  of 
you." 

She  stopped  rul)hin<r  and  ]ook(  d  at  liim. 

"  VouM  iH  ver  arn  your  hread  hv  that.  It  takes  time 
to  make  the  })(-s.  Kvery  one  of  'em  ^-oes  nine  times 
throu^rh  the  hand,  and  then  there's  the  tin  to  ^vt  and 
the  tacks  .and  the  wood  to  buy.  'i'hen  vou,  not  bein<' 
niaiTud,  'd  Jiave  to  hawk  them  rountj  verself,  and 
Jose  a  day  at  the  niakin<r.  And  at  the  Jnd  of  it  all 
you  oidy  ^r,.ts  threepence  a  orcss  and  that's  iu)t  a 
inrim.  .Mary,  she's  flick  of  hand  and  works  .juick. 
But  she  don't  depend  on  it.  Sam's  a  rich  man  for 
all  he  lives  in  a  tent  like  theseyer  peerdies.  lie's  on.' 
of  thein  what  lives  poor  to  die  rich.  D'vou  know 
what  he'll  do  with  vour  <ive-and-twentv  bar'  "^ 

"What.^'' 

"  Make  fifty  or  more  of  *em.  Bars  breeds  with  him. 
lie's  like  tliiit." 

"  But  how.'" 

"Ilirses.  (Irie-..  That's  ih.>  wav.  His  rat-catchin' 
brui<;s    lum    in    a   ^iHH\    bit,    but    when   lie's    put    it   by 
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then  iW  li.irses.  Tin  n  li.  makes  u  hit  n\  the  races, 
III'  never  loxs  a  penny  that  I've  known  on.  He's  a 
knowing-  old  ;^-aii  v  is  S.iin."  She  /,'ave  a  chueklo  and 
then  re\.  iii(i  to  h(  r  fir>t  suhject. 

"  Is  lh(  re  an\th!n^  yon  can  do?  '' 

He  iTinenil)eied  his  proficiency  a>  an  amateur  car- 
f)eiifrr,  and  iiii  iition<-d  it.  "And  I  can  manaffe  most 
machim  ry,"  he  put  in  as  if  in  an  afterthouLrht. 

She  hioked  duhious. 

'*  You  mi<rht  <^i\  a  carpenter's  joli,  or  you  mii,ditii't. 
Then  there">  your  tool>  to  huy.  Von  mi<,dit  ^et  Sam 
to  li  iid  you  the  money  if  you'd  the  offer  of  a  safe  job. 
And  as  to  machinery,  there  ain't  none  yt  rabouts,  unU'ss 
'tis  a  sfiam-roller.  or  a  steam-harses  at  the  fairs.  Car- 
JHriterin'-,  he>t.  WeH,  that's  >ometiiin'.  How  did  you 
haj)pen  to  larn  that?      Look  yer " 

Sfie  descen(h(l  the  stef)s  and  h<l  him  to  the  side  of 
tlie  v;in.  The  wooden  corners  and  ends  were  carved 
into  arahescjues  and  hri<,ditly  j)ainted  in  yeHows  and 
reds.  "There's  carpentry  for  you!  My  yold  mush 
kered  tiiat  all  by  his  kukero,  and  painted  it  lie  did, 
too.      Two  years  a<;o  he  painted  it." 

"  He  hasn't  left  \ou  lonir.  the  n?  "  he  asked. 

Her  hard,  handsome  face  became  set  and  fierce. 
"  \o,  he  hadn'  took  up  with  that  lubbeny  then. 
Tarni'd  me  out  of  the  van.  he  did,  one  winter's  ni<rht, 
and  rrave  me  a  liidin'.  Times  isn't  what  they  use  ter 
Ik'.  In  the  old  flays  if  a  man  liad  tieated  his  own 
married  wife  that  ways,  the  whole  tribe  would  have 
scarned  him,  the  doej!"  She  tunied  with  an  abrupt 
gesture  to  the  bushes  and  felt  a  muslin  curtain  as  if 
to  ascertain  if  it  were  dry,  and  tlun  wheeled  round  as 
suddenly. 

"  Ah,  you  ain't  married!  " 

"  I  am,"  I.yddon  said  drvlv. 
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"  I  lav  \(ni  wouldn't  trcit   voiir  wife  x)." 
••  .My    wif..,*'    >,,i,|    Ly.l.loii'    canrullv,    "  has    left    uie 
for   a    Ion-   „l)ilr.    so    I  ha  I    n.v    vi,u.    upon    niatrimonv 
scarcely  count." 

"Ah,  th.'U.  you  knaus  a  httlc.  No.  you  don't, 
ncifhcr— for  no  man  krrv>.  "ris  ,i  wonian  t(,  Vh- 
IxM.lr.  :uu\  a  uonian  to  <lo  the  work,  and  ;i  woman  to 
heat,  and  on,\  so  i-ood  as  another.  JJut  a  woman 
^nts  kuidir  u>td  to  her  man.  cvdi  wlun  he  do  heat  her 
.'it  times.  Kinder  faitliful  like  a  don-.  A„d  then  ho 
tarns  her  out-  and  u^es  li.  r  like  a  do;;.  That's  what 
men  is." 

I.yddon  made  no  reply,  and  her  voice  softened  as  .slic 
chan/^rcd  the  suh.ject. 

^  "  I  tell  you  uhat.  I'll  spik  to  a  man  I  Ixnows  up  at 
Tharney-hill.  He  nii^ht  know  of  a  joh  of  work  for 
you.  ril  fell  him  you  ^^ot  into  a  hit  of  trouhle.  He'll 
know  hotter  nor  fo  open  his  nmi.  I'll  say  you're  a 
pleasant-spoki  n,  kushti-dikkin  yonii;,^  cliaj)."  I  always 
tauld  Sam,  'Don't  you  o-ive  him  up  to  the  ^avmushes, 
lu''s  done  no  or,  at  harm,'  I  sav>.'' 

Tteinemherini:  ]u-evIous  conversations  in  the  tent,  tlic 
refuiree  douhted  h..r  unhiased  ])artisanslnp,  hut  he  ac- 
cej)fe<|  it  as  a  token  of  future  o;o„d-xvill.  The  old 
woman  interested  him.  Holh  she  and  .^[ary  were  refresh- 
ing to  him  who  was  sate<l  with  artificiality. 

"  You're  s')inn-  to  have  your  hit  of  "dinner  in  with 
uio  to-day."  Aunt  (lerania  added  with  a  friendly  smile. 
"Mary  .said  I  wuz  to  look  after  you  and  cook  you  a 
bit.      T.ike  to  see  inside  the  vardo.^  '' 

He  accepted  the  invitation  and  ^'azed  into  the  van, 
pleasinrr  her  by  Ju's  admiration  of  it. 

"  TIk  re,  you  see  how  comfortable  wo  old  didakais 
lives.  There's  my  stove.  That  cost  a  lot  of  nionov 
it   did,    when    it    was    noo.      This   yer   van    is    ni^h   on 
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sixty  vc'ir  old.  Mv  f'ltlirr  li.ul  i(  l)iiilt  for  liim  aiul 
thin  'f\'.,t>  iiiv  hrnt  III  i'*>  and  tlun  ulnii  lie  diid  it 
conic  to  nil'.  Tin  Ti  ">  a  tofvt^Tapli  of  ni\'  ildi  ^t  ;^al 
(iracc,  wliit  >lir  li  id  took  down  in  l)o\tr.  Kii>liti- 
dikkiii  rakli,  ain't  >lii  r  I'ntty  tiitli  ^lir've  a-f^ot. 
with  a  parfin;j,'  ni  tin-  iiiiddli  ,  uhich  nn  .in^  ^ht'll  die 
ricii.  and  fhal'>  li'iic  cnoiii^-h.  SIk 's  j^'ot  >r\in  hv 
now,  I'oi.r  l)o_\s  and  thrti-  ;^aU.  She*-  dii-k.  A  ru^^'lar 
Romany  >!ic  i-,  favours  the  St  inliys.  'I'hc  iii'\t  i^al, 
Ho-ic.  ">  fair,  ;i  real  pntty  ;^ai  "•l:c  i-.  too,  lad  1  ain't, 
jj;i)\  no  picti  i-  of  \\iv.  'riuic*>  my  nnidi.  lie's  (hirk, 
ain't  h(  ?  A  no'lar  k.aulo  oiu'.  His  niothtT  was  a 
Stanley,  a  niif  old  'ooman.  much  >lie'd  liavi-  to  say  to 
liim  no\v  if  >lic  wa>  ali\r.'' 

She  d\silt  on  the  phot o<^'raj)li  oi'  In  r  hu-'hand,  a 
fjood-lookin;X  I'utlianiv  lookin;^  ('cllou',  for  a  mliiulc  in 
silciui'.  It  \\as  hro'Aii  and  faded.  ,ind  iiiu.-.l  have  liccii 
takiii  many  ycar^  ayo.  I.nokiii;^  at  lar,  lu  r  vi>ih)r 
tlioii^lii  that  in  >pitc  ul'  lur  toii/li  d  and  somewhat 
dirty  hair  .and  the  liard  lines  in  h.  r  face,  that  man 
and  wife  inu-'t  have  mule  a  hand -ome  pair  in  tluir 
yoidh. 

"IIow  do  you  iii.'.ke  your  livin:;*  nowr"  he  asked 
her. 

"Oh.  1  he  i;als  m  iids  nir  a  hit  now  an'  then,  and  he 
sends  me  a  hit,  and  I  makes  ,i  hit.  One  old  woman 
don't  need  a  lot  of  keep.  "i'i>  the  voun:^  ones  tliat's 
breedin'  that  costs  most." 

Then  she  started.  "Look  at  thatyer  liaura!  It's 
close  on  twelve,  and  the  pot's  not  on  the  fire  yet.  You 
wanted  a  job — you  peel  they  taters.'' 


(  HAPTl'.R  V 

Thi:  nif-c-itcli.r  .m,,,,.  hack  «ifli  lii.  trrriirs  at  \vn- 
tmi."  full  „}•  u,„ial  >il,.nr..  and  cvid.nt  conhnt  with 
lis  (lay's  ^^n,•k.  H,.  a.hnittr.l  t.,  havin^r  h.rn  to 
(  hristchiinli.  aixl  h.ul  Mppaniitlv  (••illcl  i,,  far  n 
kI-'ss  at  various  puhhV-hoiiMs  on  the  wav  homo 
M.iry  n'Mrn.-d  .sliorliy  afterwards.  Slie  had  walked 
to  Hni-v  od,  had  hawk,<l  her  p.^s  all  dav,  and  was 
tivvd.  J  here  were  dark  rin-s  hrlow  her  i)rettv  eves 
t  louirh  she  sai.l  a  man  had  ^nveii  her  a  lift  part"  of 
the  way  home. 

Her  aunt  rynieally  hade  her  rememher  tJiat  when 
her  time  came  sli.M  have  a  chnvi  to  earrv  round  as 
well.  -  That  takes  the  life  of  you,"  she  added.  -  Got 
to  ^r,vo  the  fhavi  the  hurk  as  well  as  carrvin-  him 
and  the  haskot."  '      "^ 

"Mary's  delikit."  said  the  rat-catelier  with  indul- 
gent prido.      "  Always  wuz." 

'"JMiey'rc  the  ones  as  rr^h  the  most,"  sai<l  Aunt 
(lorania. 

"  Not  me,"  said  Mary.  "  No  mush  for  me.  I'll  kin 
meself."  ' 

"  That's  ri-ht.  my  dear.  So  you  savs.  Then  comes 
alonrr  a  nice  youn^'  chap  an'  asks  you,  and  you 
l.ro-its    all    that.      Lordy,    ymi    mi^dit    as    well    talk'  to 

thisyer  kavvi "  she  point.-d   to   the  kettle,   "as   rret 

sense  from  a  youn.c?  pral  when  she's  heincr  coorted  '})v 
a  handsome  y.nni^  feller.  It's  niv  lielief  that  the  Lord 
sends  'em  mad  at  sich  times,  otherwise  the  stock  of 
clwivis    would    run    out,    J'd    allow.      Tlion    comes    the 
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fir^f  cl^ni.  'That's  all  ri^'lit,'  she  says,  niid  cats  it 
lip  with  cliooiiii  r-  that's  kis>f's.  niv  ^rniiliniaii,  some 
nice  Koiiiaiiv  ifal'll  ti'.idi  you  that  and  tniii  aiidthcr. 
ami  fhrn  another,  ati'  she  knows  hv  tli(ri  \Nhat*^  at'orc 
her.  When  they're  yoiin^  they're  ann-arhv.  and 
when  the\"re  old  there're  heart-achv.'' 

'*  Lonly,  .\ntit  (i(  rany,  Imw  you  do  talk.  ^'on  on'v 
had  tour.      Chuck  us  a  hit  of  hri  ad." 

"  Six  I  had,  two  on  'cm  died.  Hut  look  ,it  that  poor 
old  pe(  rdie  in  the  l)u--hcs  awr  tluir.  She's  just  had  her 
fifteenth.      Nin(>  livin'." 

"  Who's  thatp  ''  asked  tlie  rat-<"atrhcr  drow-ilv. 

'"  Woman  name  of  Smith.  Leonard  Smith  was  her 
luiNhand's  ri.niie.  Von  knows  well  enough.  'I'hev're 
makin"  hack  for  Devonshicr.  lie  ntver  marriid  her. 
They  lives  like  <1o;l;s." 

'"  Smith.''  "  I.yddon  re[)eal((l. 

'■  Not  till'  travellin'  Smitl,>.  She's  a  ^auji  woman, 
not  even  a  j)os!i  an'  po-h.  There's  lots  of  Smiths. 
I'm  a  Smith,  and  I  was  harn  .-.  .I.aiiii  <.  Mv  f^ran'- 
mother  on  me  mother's  side  was  a  Lee,  and  she  mar- 
ried a  showman.  Ah,  there's  no  more  Lees  yer-al)out 
now.  Prapper  old  style  didakais  tluv  was.  I'fu,'/ 
coidd  talk  so's  you  couldn't  understan<l  'em." 

"  So  kin  L  and  so  kin  yon,''  s.n'd  the  rat-catcher. 

'•  .\h,  not  like  what  they  could.  A  lav  here  an'  there, 
like,  l)ut  we  doesn't  rokker  amem^st  ourselves  like  what 
they  useter." 

"  I  lay  there's  few  wf)rds  I  don't  u!ider>tand."  said 
the  rat-catcher,  with  a  touch  of  sleepy  y)U<.fnacit v. 

"  Well,  'tis  no  <rood  now,"  said  Aunt  (Jerania. 
"  'Tain't  ken'  to  travellers  now.  Tliere'^  that  youn"' 
feller  what  comes  lure  in  the  van  what's  ^ot  texes 
painted  all  over  it.  He  says  to  iiie.  '  Tliat's  a  vardo, 
ain't    itr  '        '  I    rloii't    know,   inv   /l.'/ir.'   T    v.ivs-   '  I'm    r.ii'f 
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;'   •'7'"7;'    .1  <l""-t    nM,l..M,..n,l    that    liavtlHni.I,    ^nl 
'•  r.'av..  a   u,„„;.n   tn   l:.IL/'    ,nntt.r.,|    f|„-    r.-.f-raf,.],.  . 


icr 


[or   111 


(inc'> 


:nw\]uf   ,|,„|)    ,,f   |„.,  .UKXv.      \„t    too 
tfl-K'k,  iiiv  (li/ir.  iiiv  tliroat'.N  drv  "' 

"It   iKHln-t  on^ht   to  I...."  .aVl  Annt  (Crania  fi.m.Iv. 

;C<"n^^  hack  to  th-  wa-iToii,  Marv." 

'■'|-h.>v  now.  .lad.  now  vouVr  ,lniv  lar  oflV  said 
Mir.  nproa-ld-ullv.  "  Vou  knaws  si,.,  ran't  l.^ar  anv- 
onr  Init  Ih-.-Mlt  to      ...ak  of  Toin."' 

U.n~V   Ir"  ""  .   r'",-^"'"''  "'^'  ••••'*-'■■•'»'■''<•'•.  ••  an.l  To,n 
too        J  alk  a  man  s  l„.ad  .,1}'  ..!„■  wo.il.l  -  -   "      His  1,,.  u| 

"•"l'l'«l  '"i-Hardaiidlio  Ix.^ran  to  <ln)ws,.. 

Mary    rast    a    ^r],,,,,,    i,,,|-    }„„„„,,„,^    l.Mlf-philoso- 

P Inral    at    l,u„    and    f..,i    tl,.     fin-   with    ,,i..n..s    of   stick 

liH-    .<,u.'uv    ot    ol.l    ..arp.t    that    was    placed    over    the 

"J""'"-  ,,f  th,.  tent  at  ni^d>t-tiM„.  or  to  ensure  privacy 

or  wannth  was  thrown  hack,  an.l  the  ^nvy  naked  anns 

f     the    luvch-tncs    show.,!    ahove    the    hollies    a-ainst 

»'"■    pah-    tun,uoise    of    the    sky.      So.nethin^.    in"tlu.ir 

stat..l,n,.,vs    arul    sd.nce    n,a<le    Lyd.lon    think    of    dumb 

MV'HK   mfinit.ly   protective,   infinitely    nnint.-.      He    had 

not   h.,,,  lish.nin;,.  to  all  the  conversation,  hut   ha.i   sat 

St. II     ett,n-  h.s   nun.l   drift.      The   talk  of  the   .rynsv- 

jH.ople  hecame  to  In'm  part  of  the  voice  of  the  fo7cst-- 

l.e     ..rd.     the   uoodpecker    that    flew    past    with   hoarse 

lui.^^htrr,  th.^  chatter  of  the  s,,arrows  in  the  hollie 

Do  you  hke  trees,  Mary.-  *'  he  asked. 


I    hkes    them    well    enough."    she    said    with    ^1 
.snr})nse. 


iffht 


"  J  cm  would  miss  them  if  you  nev^.r  saw  them.'  " 

"  I  dar  say.      I  Hkes  the  noise  they  makes  of  a  windv 
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iii^'lih  I  (liiii't  kiinw  as  I  wouldn't  snom  r  slcrj)  in  a 
ft  111  than  in  a  van.  Now  my  aunt,  slic  tliitiks  tints  is 
low.  SIk'm- always  >li  pt  in  a  van.  She  >avs  tlir  >liak- 
iii;^  of  il  in  a  wind  i-.  a  tlilni;  tli.itM  jhiI  Iht  to  >ln|» 
anyu  lni'i>.      It'-<  In  ui'  umiI  to  it." 

'"  'I 'Inn  '  on  won  Id  n't  f^ivc  up  \  onr  !iti  r 

*'  Tnivcllin'.''      I  dunno." 

'"   If  you    WtTf   rich  .'  '*   he   a-^kcd,   tfstinir  htT. 

Hut  Ik  r  imagination  failed  to  i  i^c  to  .such  a  In  i<rlit. 

"  I  duniu) " 

"  Suppo^in;^  sonic  one  <^avc  you  a  hundn d  pounds 
to-morrow,  what  woidd  von  do.'  " 

She  tIiou;;lit.  *'  Huy  a  hit  (d"  i.rround,"  she  ^aid, 
"  and  a  ^ood  horse  and  cart." 

**  And  another  hundred.'  " 

'•  I'd  l)uy  a  nice  dress  and  h)n<:j  wliit(-  (,doves  to  {^o  to 
the  races,  and  put  a  hit  on.      An<l  Mime  rin;;'s  and  that 
Yes,  and  a  new  accordion." 

"Can  you  phiv  the  accordion?'  I  wish  yen  would 
jil.iv  it  to  me  one  dav.  It's  jollv  when  it's  plaved 
w.li." 

"  Yes.  !)ut  not  like  what  dad  doe.<.  If  lie  wan't  /islei  p, 
I'd  ^et  him  to  play  a  tniii'.  lie  pla\.:  l"or  nie  to  dance 
to.  now  and  a^^en.'' 

'■  You  dance  as  well  —  wliat  a  lot  of  accompli.>h- 
ments." 

The  wide,  pri'tty,  di>tru-tful  >niile  flasheil  into  her 
face. 

"  Where  did  vou  learn  to  rtad.^  " 

"  Fp  at  the  .school.      Tharneyhi".." 

"  Hut  if  you  wore  travellinj^  all  the  time'  " 

"  I  hides  up  there,  sometimes." 

There  was  a  silence. 

He  looked  at  her  as  she  stood  outlined  apainst   the 
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'■'iil'l-     '"  '■     I Ill     li.ul     a     full      -u.llin;,^     Miitliii.'     tlutt 

^'■'^'■      |M-ullll>.       <,(      tniitliij      lMlt.llilt\       111      tlir<|iy>      of 
•"•■'■^i'll'l''      '"      <  nun  .        >!,,■      hint      aipj      lifiikr      ;i      licjirri- 

ciiM  r((l  ItMiiMli,  ,|,.,,|    111(1  lirilll,  ,  .i-iiii^t   lur  kii..,  and 
'lii'^^     it     I'll     \i\     l,)t     int.)    tiir    III  I/,.      JI,r    tvi-,    vv(  IV 

»i>lllll     ;ni(|     Iil_\  >ti  linllv      wllii      til"     lilVsti  rv     ol'     Millll"' 
\\  iiiii.iiiIiikkI. 

••  Wli.'it  ai-c  \uii  llniikiiii;  lit:"  l.r  .i^kr.j  afdr  a 
f'li^''-  II'  I'll  it  ,iliii(i>t  ,111  null  iir.icv  to  a>k  In  I-. 
Wliit  ri-ht  had  It,,  a  iiidi  ird  i  -Irin-ir,  to  pioii,. 
]\i  V  tllMiiM-lit.  or  tkat  va;^llc  (|ii|.  ,c,  lur  ulii.h  ji,  ,  ,|,  ,  p,  r 
tliaii  f  lioii^lit  .•' 

■■  I  d-.n't  riL^litly  know.  I  niiolirM-  h,  i  n  tliink- 
in"    IM    fry    ^oin.-    tatii-,    in    ullh    lh,.   >au^  ii,^.  >    I    hro't 

llOlljl  ." 

"Oil-  It  -niiiuU  >a\oiiry.*"  ^lid  their  ^iii>t,  ri  <-ov(  r- 
in;.,'  liiiiiM  If. 

"I  liki-.  >aii>;in(  ,."  ,Ii,.  said,  uitli  dr>aiiiy  luaufv  in 
III  I'  I  \  I  ■;. 

*■  'I'll!  V  arc  always  a"-^o(■iat(  d  with  Siiiulav  inoniiii"" 
foi-  nil  .*"  hr  rrplird,  with  a  Miiilr. 

'•  Why.'  "' 

"In  orii'  plarc  win  rr  I  livid  1 1.  fore  I  inarrinl.  the 
woman  who  rookid  for  nic  thought  it  ai,Min>t  sahha- 
fariaii  pi'iiiciplc  to  nivr  iiif  ariyH;in:j;  i  Kr  for  l»rrakfa>t 
on  Sunday." 

"  \'ou     marrirdr"     >]ir     a-^krd     ciiiioii^lv.      "Yes,     I 
r*  iminlHrs    now.    that    hit    ot"    pipir    s  lid    tin  rr    was    a 
Mr--.    .Mlward.      I   miuh'ou    tl.ouo'ht   it   w;l^   vi  r  mother 
.\iiv  kiiU.'  " 

"   No."  he   saM. 

■'()h.       Won't   shr   wonder  whrro  voii'vr   a-tjof    to.'" 
Lyd(luii'>    loiiir-fi  atiired,    pleasant    (nvv   harden.  <)   jind 
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thill    ri  1  i\i  il.       "  I'(i>-:lj|\  ,"    Ih     >:i;i!    \utli    .i[i    udil    >!ni!r 

(•< lining  into  lii>  ^'ii  I  II  i)in\v  II  <  \  i  ^. 

'*  \  (ill   ^liiiiilil  "litf   \>y  .1   uiikI."   ~  liil    M  irv    iiulici- 

all\.  .illir   t  liiiii;,^lit.       '*  "  Tam't    I  ur  nn   ,i   wniu.iM    ti>   let 

lur  think  \  (iii'-r  (Irow  lull  il  or  >oiiiitliiii'.    Tli  it*^  iu^l  Hkc 

HUM.      ()ii'\    thiiik>  of"  t  hniiM'lvi  M." 

••  ll'iii."'-  u.l  h.    h-iitl_\.      ••  Whif-  tl  ,    tiiii.  -  " 

>hc    hMik<(l   iiiixhu  V01I-.      '"'rh.it'^    hki     did.      Whin 

\oii   «;tiit>  \[v  fii  An  ,111  \  t  liiiin"  «h;it    hi    don'   «.im'    to  do, 

hi'  hi  L;ill>  t  o   t.'dk  oi'  t  hi     \M    it  hrr." 

'■  \\  I  n.  wi-  \ull  t.dk  ol'  thr  \v  r.it  lur."  v.ud  i  '•  coollv, 
,icci  |it  in;;-  .1  <  i;^:iirt  tr  w  huh  >lir  h.id  mlli  d  I'or  hiiii  «ith 
ill  r  hrow  II  liim'ir^. 

*'It*.-<  ^"iii*   to  hr   fiiii  ."'   -,i!il    .M.irv.   Mutliiiij   thr   .'lir. 

'"  1,1  t'>   hi  .ir  hou    _\oii  know,"  he  ^.iid.  Minhn:^  ;it    Inr 

III  r  (d'  contidriur. 

"  Snioki  "^  ;40iii"  up  -trii^hl.  Tin  n  it  -ni'  IN  Ih.it 
way.  \Vind">  .-ihlouin"  t'yti\\\  thr  ri;^ht  pi  irr.  Uirds 
>iii;^>  likr  it.  It'll  klip  hill-  tor  it  d  i  v  or  -o."  Shf 
tlinw  juiofhrr  piicc  of  >ti('k  into  thr  liki/r.  "  Lot  of 
•  rood  it'll  do  iiir  to  iiiorii  I'.  Cin't  i  \i  n  "it  i  hit  of 
U.i^hili'  doiir." 

"  W'hv  oil  1  .irth  cin't  \  (..1 .-  '' 

'■  Sun<l.i_\ .  {';urt  ^o  .■ihniit  hi\\kin'  or  w.i^h  of  .-i 
Sund.iy.  I,ot>,  ot'  "i m  dor-,  hut  ui  ni\ir  doi-  .i  thiiiLj 
of  :i  Sund.iv."  Shr  lirokr  otf.  "  I  \  i  i  id  muih  thiiT 
to-d.iy  ill  liiim'wood.       Sh.ill   1   ti  11  you.- 

"   \  I'-.     plr;isr     do,"     hr     -..ild.     Wltrhuit;     In  r     U  1 1  h      tilt' 

kind  of  infrrr^t  tli.it  ;i  ni.in  i'<>\^  for  Minirt hin;,^  unron- 
.sciou^  .'iiid  voiHi^  .•iiid  iMtiir.d. 

*' 'I'hrv  ^.'lid  'tu;i>  in  thr  p.iprr  .\<1  iiM  .Mlu.ird  '.id 
<,'ot  otf  to  South  Allirlicn.  So  ttirv  J^of  off  voiir 
tnick." 

"  TtiatVs  lucky,"  hr  rrplird  \uth  thr  -h.ulow  (d'  a 
sinilr. 
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••  What  I  .sa\>.  IJut  uhafi-,.  t|„  y  .,fK,r  yo,,  for?  I 
liiin't  Mill  to  undi  rstaiid  i1m1i|1\/' 

llf  tiiid  to  .  \|i|,iiti  to  her  in  Minpl'  laiiL,nia:^a'  the 
wroiii;  uliah  tin-  man  \\r  uas  impcrsonatiiiir  had  coiii- 
'"i't"l-  I'  \^-'<-  rathii-  ditli.Milt  to  makr  hir  UIl^()l)hi.-,- 
ticatrd  mind  nra.p  what  hr  mt  ant,  hut  hv  Miccacded 
p.arf  ially.  Tor  -\\i-  ^aid  prcMfitlv — 

'•  >am(',  a-  It'  I  ua^  to  <ri\v  yu\\  :i  ^hilhiiir  to  kip  Cor 
iiir  and   vol.'  uii/  to  put    it   on  a  orv  at   the  ra(a>  "" 

*•  I'xactly.-' 

''  Hut  if  you'd  a  won  tluy'd  \av  u-.,t  hack  th.Ir  money 
sale  enough. ■' 

'M)f  rom-s  .." 

''Well,  1  don't  see  as  th.at  uere  a  tliiuL^  to  o-,)  to 
priMui  for  if  you  nnaiit  honot.  If  I  \vai7t.d  to  put 
a  konina  on  ,a  har>e  and  hadn't  hut  tliree  of  mv  own 
and  tuo  of  yoiirn.  I'd  ri-k  tju.  five,  and  if  I'd  lo'-t  I'd 
make  it  up  to  you  hiniehy.  J{iit  la«'s  a  funiiv  tllin<,^ 
It  don't  ;rive  you  IK)  time  like.'' 

It's  a  dan^;(  rous  senile,"  said  he. 

"  So's  mo^t  i^nw.v^  a->  is  worth  anythinir.  lUttin's 
dani^eroiis,  hut  you  often  iiiak(-  a  l)it  iiv  it.*' 

"  Hut  dishonest  V '' 

'*  W  ho  ua-,  talkiii'  of  dihont^ty.'  No,  I  said  if  vou 
iiicaiit  iionest." 

She  fell  info  a  nveri^',  hohlinic  Ii'f  knees,  luid  suin<r- 
in;^  111  I'^elf  h.ickwards. 

"  There'^  ;dl  >arts  of  honesty  in  the  vviu'ld."  she 
^■■'i'l  .'tfler  a  moment.  "  S.  (  how  liiM-  ttii-ver  for.-t  is. 
Well,  it  all  h.lonos  to  tlie  Kln<r  flay  >ay.  II,  don't 
ii>e  it,  I  don't  know  as  ever  he  come  douii  vi  r.  We 
'i^'^  i"  if.  uwl  «r  knaus  the  ways  of  if.  arid  the 
cre(tiir>  in  it.  and  y,  t  if  a  ki  .per  was  to  find  me 
a-s,ttin'  of  a  trap  for  ,a  raliliit.  In 'd  I,  I  me.  a.nd  I'd 
Kit    a    fortnight.        l)oe>    the    Kin^^    eat    any    of    tliev 
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rul.hits?  No.  'Co,  ulivr  He  has  too  nmcli  fo  ,.•,(, 
as  fi-..  And  \v[  iic  lui^riirtcl,,  s  u-  our-.  I  doirt 
sHV  \\v  ^(■f  h-ap-,.  .\iiyu.i_v,>  not  ot'ti  n.  Tl:.  j-.-'s  (.tliiT 
w.-iv-  of  (•.•itcliin:^-  a  slm-liy  i{'  voii  know,  tlifiii.  And 
tlhii  !(„,k  at  j.li(asaiil>"  v'J:^^>.  Tiny  ^r,.„„l,  ,,„|,  whaf 
(■i.;nr.  to  >!innt  tlif  iiliraviiit>  don't  uani  \in  like  uliat 
"'■  •'"•  V' f  "'•  dai-Mti't  touch  an  i>j;<j;  or  a  t'.athn-. 
W.-  ,i,^.ts  IclKd  for  it  all  the  sauic  'J'f.  it's  .I.tfrv 
^^ 'ii''i'  !'•  "iid  niarnVd  dadV  t'on-^in.  JIi'-,  a  tra- 
v.lhn'  -.wrrp.  ]Ir  ua>  cauipin"  (hiun  IJ.-aiih'iii  Kails 
(incc  uhin  a  con-t  il.].'  naii-r  of  Jini  I{,  .cr  cnmr  alon;^ 
»it!i  a  ^1  nil!. man  and  a  ki,  [irr.  J.ffry  jiist  ^ot  l,ack, 
and  lii^  uifi-  ui-  out  haukiiT.  'Til  >hou  vou  uhar 
your  i)hia>a!it  t<j:n;^  ^r,„>  to,  >ir,'  says  Ji'm  1{, ,■,•,•, 
and  he  ^  ly^  to  .Ii  Ifry.  *  Vou  hand  out  thtv  ilti,'-'-'  '  I 
nn't  <rot  no  .  .i^'n'-."  >ays  d.irry  ;  '  1  hin  out"  >u.,  pin*  all 
day.  and  the  nii-^i->  i>  out  uitli  Ihu-  hask.t."  dim  H, ■,<•(• 
sayN,  'None  of  th(y  li.  >  to  nic'  a-:. I  h  ■  m-,i(>  to  the 
lariK  r.  and  Ha  re.  undrr  a  hit  of  ^  )I:h  thii  m-.  u,i>  a  do/i  ii 
v<j:'^^.      Hi-  w  uhtr.'  to  find  tli.m,  \a.-  u  hy  -  h.M  )  ut 

them  there  hi-^i  If." 

"  15ut  uhy  should  In     ,o  that  -  "' 

'•  \Vant(  (I  to  ^r,.f  hi.vself  made  In>pect(!r.  I'ooi'  Jetfrv, 
what  wouldn't  take  a  ha'pt  riiiy  if  you  <lro[.i)e<l  it  in 
the  road.  i;ot  a  montli  for  that.  Oh.  [{■  ,  r,  i,  had. 
He's  sar\ed  othir  tra\,Mer>  the  same  uav-.  WhoM 
take  u  travel!. •r*>  v^ord  .i-ain-f  h!^.  hwik.-  Whv.  once 
li"  "lilt  to  a  pull.  Tu.)  n>fieclahl,'  trav.lleV^  was 
th.r..  Th.y  had  ih.ir  pint  .and  ueiit  -it!'.  What  d.ies 
H...V  do'  Then'-  a  niun-  t!:.-  landloid  ua.  proud 
on.  som.'  old  valyahle  diitf  it  u.!>.  He  dii'^  it  und.r 
lii-<  coat.  Mocs  out  and  l!ir..u>  it  o\.r  the  h. due.  Th.  ri 
h.'  i-uiis  afl.r  th.'  poor  didakii-.  and  ^,iv>,  '  ^■  .  \-.)u 
hin  throui'd  i  mn^  ov.r  th.'  |i,  d^..  \-fi  co  ■  hack 
and    pay    for    it.'      Th.y    com.     .jiiite    >\illin,    'hinkin' 
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tlitrc  was  soini'  ini^laki-.  '  We  didn't  tlirow  no  iiiii^,' 
tiicv  s.iv>.  '  II').  didn't  vou.'  I  x  i  ii  M)ii,'  ln'  .savs, 
'•"id  tlu'-r  'tuas.  and  (ill'  to  the  lofk-iip  tlicv  ^oi'S. 
And    I{(  (■(•(•    <^i'\>    '(  ni    -.iNin'    what   a    >iiiart    fdlrr   he    is. 

Twild    >ar\c    lie    l-in)it     i  l'    >(;nii-    ollf    Ua>    to    do    lie    ill    oiif 

of  t  liiM'  da  v>." 

"What  a  confomidMl  ^hainc."  cxclaini'd  Lxddon. 
"Do  vmi  mean  t<»  t.  II  nir  tliat  a  viilai^i,'  policc- 
nia!i  can  lie  mhIi  a  >uini-  a-^  tlia.t  and  not  he  roiiml 
out  r  " 

\  oil  a>k  dad.  or  Anid  (it  ranv,  or  ativ  one.  'J'luv'll 
Irllv.ai." 

It'  I  caught  a  man  at  siicli  a  ihrty  trick,  I'd  horse- 
whip him." 

■*  Ah,  hut  We'd  o({  moiitii-  for  (hiin*  that,"  she  said, 
.--iijliiii^. 

Within  the  tent  the  old  lat-catcher  -iinred  i^eritly. 

'I'lie  ii()i>c  i-eiiiiialcd  her  of  the  realities  of  the 
VVi.  -ent. 

'•  I  mii>t  cook  fhev  .-ausiof-."  she  saiih  *'  And  there's 
(•uj)^  to  wash." 

"  I'll  do  that.       Where's  thc^  water.-  " 

'*  'I'here  on'y  a  drojv  and  I  needs  mcst  of  that.  Takc^ 
a  swah  ot  ^la.ss.  D'voii  know  I  ot'tcii  thinks  that 
lift's  all  >pent  in  cleanin'  and  dirtvin'  a;4Min.'  Vou 
clean-;  a  thini;-  jii^t  so  that  it  >hall  <;'et  ihrtv  al,^lin.  over 
and  over  attain.  And  when  it  ain't  v  .di  cleanin',  vou 
throws  it  awav." 

"  rerhaj)>  you  are  statin";  a  })hiIoM)phical  truth."  said 
the  alien  half  to  hini'-tlf. 

Men  don't  know  niir'h  alioiit  clt  inin',"  she  adtled. 
"They  leaviN  all  that  to  we.  A  man's  alwavs  dirtv- 
inir.  a  woman's  always  citanin'.  'l'hat'>  one  thinir 
I'm  t^lad  we've  no  van.  There's  lt)ts  of  el.  ■iriin'  ah.out 
a    van    if    you    want.>    to    kt  ej)    it     nice— the    stuvc    to 
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1)1. ick.  Hm-  fliimiicy  to  l)ni^Ii  out,  the  !)r,i>>  to  sliinc,  and 
tlic  pl.iit    to  ^uti])  our  ;ui(l  tidv *' 

*•  I  li.iM  lu.ini  ot  a  |)iiiIo>o|  her-  a  in  iii  ulio  livi'<l 
in  a  hut,'"  >ai(i  I.vddon.  "  He  hrou^^lit  lioniu  a  prtttv 
I'l  I'l'l"-  that  licM  t'ound  on  In'^  ramhlr-.  J5iit  one  day 
li"  found  it  du^tv.  and  tin  n  lie  tlii\\\  it  auav  it  was 
onlv  onr  iiioi'i'  tliiiiLj  to  (iu-.t."" 

"llf  hadn't  L^'ot  no  uit'c  (h.in."  ^hr  oh-i-rv.d.  "■  or 
ht'd  a  ki  pt  it  and  niadr  hir  du-t  it.  Now  in  a  ti  nt  vou 
has  just  uhit  voii  can't  (h)  uilhoiit.  and  that's  1.^,  nor 
you  »  ouhi  thiids.  n<it  Ix  in'  um  i!  to  it." 

^Ii''  \Mnt  to  her  lia-kft.  which  >hr  liad  dcpo'^lt.'d  in 
one  ot  thr  cart-,  and  t  d\inLC  from  it  a  l)ai^  containiri"' 
sonic  >au>am -.  ,-oon  had  tlnm  l'r;//lin^^^  over  llic  fire, 
Iicconnn^  --tiir.  liroun  and  -ucaadi  nt. 

^'iit  of  the  darkne>>  cann'  t!ire('  liarefof)t  and  un- 
kempt chijch-.,  n,  and  vtaiid  wistfully  at  the  operations. 
.Mary  si  t  their  i^ui  ^t  to  hold  the  pan.  uhih  she  cut  off 
tliree  larnc  >liers  of  hiead.  dipped  tliMn  in  the  si//lin<;, 
spitting-  e-rcase.  and  jnit  them  in  th.'  hands  outstretched 
for  them. 

Like  wikl  sprites  of  ihe  wooc,  the  (•hildr(  ii  took  the 
o-ift  without  thanks,  and  disappeaied  into  the  darkness 
.ihionn"  the  holl V  hushes. 
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iHH     runauay     ,nvnk,.     to     th..     fn.h.     I.aj.pv     ,l|n     of 
M.n^r.!,,,,!....,.    |„.    |,,|    .,.,,,     „,,,.i^|,,     ,„    ^,-,,    ^,^^„.,^,^ 

[>i  "»  s.  Juitt.rino,  >u,.tin;;-,  flutin-,  ,a|lin<,.,  tnlf- 
'"-'  '\!^',^  ■■'  •'""""  "'■  ''■•M'l'.v.  planK.,  sn„n<l.  Jn>t 
a -on.  lu>  lua.!  aluH.t  n.  flu-  t.nt.  a>  it  s.,,.,,,!.  .nun- 
!-■  l.-iuxl  ul.i.tlM,.:;-  of  a  l.larkl.inl.and  fnun  its  proximity 
tlir  f)r.dnaiinaiit  -,„io.t,  r  i,,  t(,at  .otati^-  cimni.  Tl,;, 
loan  >t>n.,l,  o,,,.  of  H,..  n.,is  uluVI,  M,,,,,ort,.,l  his  t.nt 
■>va>  >iiak.r..  an.I  thnv  uas  a  wliimn-  of  uin-.s  so 
Hos.  t,at  1,..  .-.UvM.!  tl,..  I.lnl  IkuI  h. .  „  p.",,!,..! 
"".''*■  I'f"''  "i'(i<r  itMlf.      II..   p„||,,l   l,i,„,,„.  ^,,.^,^^. 

Hsi.ir  ..„..  „f  tlu-  lu-o^n  a,„l  .Mn.,kv  l,l,.nk.t>  nhidi 
"uv  Ins  >  ult.r,  a,ul  look.,!  out.  Th-  ^h,..v  l.^vs 
;•'  »'"  l'"lb-  .v;.  ..t...l  li.ht.  a  -ilv.  r  n.i.t  of  Minshine 
lav  upon  th..  tm.s  h...„n,|.  th.-  ^u■^  o.,.a>,  and  h.athcT 
was  v..,l..,l  vnth  a  nrvv  an<l  shinino.  .•o|,u,.h.  I„  ^hid, 
h.HKamIs  of  tiny  drops  .hone  v.llow.  uhit.  and 
blu(  . 

••  Il.iv-s  .prin-,"  thou-lit  I.yd.lon,  with  a  (luick.ninij 
oi  the  pid>t  s,  "  and  it's  only  F.hruary.*' 

If    he    ha.l    hr.n     in    I.on.lon,    in  '  that     house    which 

or     nn.    had    h.rn    a    prison    un<l    .i    tortun-housr,    the 

blinds    would    .still    have   I,. m   <lrawn.      II,..    luTausc    of 

us   uistnict.   thr   instinct    tli.it    mad.,  rv.rv   sprincr   fni 

US  sp.nt   with   lono-in^r  f,,  h.  away,   would   hav..   known 

th.it    som.ulun.    hud,    w..r..    sin-inn-     .,id    th,.    catkins 

full   of   polKn,   hut    for   th..   rn,.n    and    w,.ni,  n   1„.   met    it 

would   hav,.   h..,n   narcly   ,•,   Ini-ht   d.av   and   that   is   all 

\Mh)    won!.!     know    that     >})r:nn-    had'    route    at    all    in 
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T-nndori  liiit  for  tlic  tiow,  r-t  Ik  rs  and  llir  niilliiu  rs? 
And  it  (1(1.-  not  conif  u  d.iv  h.fore  Ajirii.  thoiioh  the 
can  fully  pl.irit.d  i)-o,ii>,>  i„  tj,,.  j.^kv  hlooni  To  the 
noiv  of  n:otor  \m^,-.  Hut  i,,  flic  r(;unti\  it  li.ralds 
its.lf  in  .lanuiry  (\,ii.  To-dav,  hut  f,,r"  the  hafii's.s 
tr.'.-s,  it  nii-ht  lia\c  h.m  May.  A  ul^p  ,,f  u,,(,(|  Muoko 
drift.'d  across  the  hollies  touard,  hiiu.  Mntlli-i-  pun- 
^<n\  and  su.ct.  II. ■  ua>h.<l  hiui-df  in  a  di(.|.  of  uat.T 
with  which  he  had  h..  ti  cari  l"id  to  f)rovidc  hini-.  It"  ov.r- 
nioht,  dro>..l  and  u.nt  out.  disturhinij  a  ciiiplc  of 
clmflinch.  >  u  ho  w,n-  di^putin^^  nomil'  c'ruinh>  and  >crai)s 
till  V  had  found. 

To-day  th.r.-  ua>  no  .>fir  in  th.ir  littjf  camp  as  vt. 
Thf  sniokc  which  he  h(d  Mu.lt  must  have  come  from 
il.-cwhcn-,  hut  h.'  <lid  not  froiild.'  to  trac'  it.  i  lo 
walk.d  on,  filled  uith  an  .  xhilaration  which  dnw  him 
to  the  open  moor  Inyond  the  lult  of  hollies,  th.'  wind- 
t.ss  Ufilands  stretcliin<r  away  to  the  shinin^r  ,;f  the  sea 
behind  Bournemouth. 

IJut  as  he  w.iit  he  chanced  uj)on  s(|u  itt.rs  earlier 
ahroad  than  hnn>elf.  It  was  from  their  cami)  »l"it 
the  smoke  had  proccd.d.  for  thick  blue  cloud,  were 
•^nin<r  up  from  a  j'.ist-lit  fir.  outside  the  tent.  Tlie 
t.nt  was  not  the-  usual  ^ryp , y  erection,  hut  a  tarpa.din 
cover,  neatly  stitched  in',.,  shape,  lik.^  the  covers  one 
sees  over  life-boats  on  ooard  a  steamer.  A  man  was 
coaxinrr  the  wvi  u.hj  to  burn,  a  woman  stood  beside 
him  sucklin<.j  a  chil  .. 

The  nun  look  d  up  fr.im  his  labours,  saw  him  paus- 
ing, and  called    lut  a  l)rief  "  .Marninn-." 

Tlie  wom.M,  who  was  plain  and  rinbbv,  ^ra/,  d  up  for 
an  instant  '.ncuriouslv. 

"Ilav  you  -ot  <uch  a  thin-  as  a  match  about 
your  called  out  the  man.  "  I  >pent  all  I  had  on  this 
I) lire." 
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Lvddoti  ft  It  in  his  jxxkct^  iiiriliHiiiciIly,  and  fonrid 
ji  silvir  V('>la-l)n\  in  liis  troii-t  r>'  pnckct.  \lv  prof- 
fered a  vi -.ta  {(I  tlic  Iraiiip.  ul.o  niutlrnd  tliank-i  and 
lit  a  ]n]n\  ca'^t  in^^  a  jnok  of  ciirio^il  \  on  t  lie  l)o\. 

'"  Wliy,  tliat">  >il\(r.  ain't  it.  niali  v:  *' 

"I  t'liink  so."  II, ■  ,vrd  tlic  "tdit.  '-TliatV-  .'in 
()dd-Ii)okin;j,'  con^i  rin  t  ion  \oii'\i'  ;_;'>t  tlurc  i-ii't 
it.'" 

•'  All,  I  src  _vo!i  starin"  at  it  !  I.'it-  of  trav(l!(r>  liavc 
looked  at  that  and  a-ked  )ne  \v  hi  le  I  i^ot  it.  See 
tliein  e_\  I  let  holt^.'  W'e  cin  draw  i!  ti;;lit  to  on  a  cold 
liio-lit.  I5ett(i-  no;-  ihiv  ;4Vp^v  ra^-hau.^.  ain't  it.-  (lot 
it  troni  a  man  doun  KoniM  v  wav.  \  ow  dou  n  on  vour 
luek.'" 

'■  It  de[Hnil>  what   you  <-ill  luck,"  -aid  I.vddon. 

"Ah,  voii'i-e  rieht  there."  >ai(l  the  man.  "What's 
luck  to  a  rahhit  i>  pi/rn  to  a  fox,  often  i  iiouoh." 

He  ca>t  a  (ainnin;^'  look  at  the  -.ti-aiiL;-er. 

"Not  heen  on  the  road-,  hiii^-,  I  can  >if.  Well, 
there'.s  many  \\(n<e  li\i-.  I  v,  a->  horn  ri --pectahk'. 
My  father  uas  a  i;roct  r  down  in  (  hri-tchtirch.  Hut 
I  wouldn't  i;'o  h  tc!x  to  liou>e(|\\  (  Ilin'  now  it'  you  was 
to  ])a_\'  nie  hand-oiMi'.  .My  ohl  woman  t  hi  re.  >he  was 
ham  and  hred  on  the  rouU.  Hut  I  larnt  her  a  thiiiLC 
or  two.  She  wouldn't  e\ir  havi'  thought  of  a  tent 
like  thi>.  They  >tick>  to  their  hits  of  raj,'s  and  thorns. 
Now  what  IIkv  spends  on  a  donkey  and  cart.  I  >piiids 
on  this  tent.  A  handcart's  oood  enou<j,!i  foi'  u^.  My 
old  woman  and  nu 's  the  donkeys.  Hut  we  >Keps  water- 
tight and  -irio-." 

Lyddon  asseiited,  hade  theni  oexxl  niornintj  and 
moved  on.  He  did  not  lake  to  tiu  man.  he  was  loud- 
voiced  .Hid  homha^ilc.  iii>  eVe  w;i>  >liifty  aiul  Ikery. 
The  \s(imui,  poor,  dri^^hd  creature,  looked  hrow- 
heaten. 
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'•'I'll.Ulk  Vr.U.  H,-.*'  s);,.  ,.,il|,,l  ,„,t,  ,.,.  I.vdllon  funitMl 
auav.  I[,-  tu.,k  tlir  littlr  pir.T  u f  >rrvilitv  aS  H  covcrt 
an.l  patlMlic  p|,  ,.  an, I  ivoivtt.,1  that  l,l/p„rkrt,  wciv 
as  l.aiv  a.  tlirj,-..  lianr.  pnihahl.v.  What  ciiiious  twi.t 
111  thl^  inari',  (li-.f)OMfi.)ii  liad  I.  .1  him  awav  from  thr 
I)aths  ..f  pi,.,jH.ril_v  to  thr  uav^  of  roviiio-  a'lid  frcc.loni 
atiil  (■haiiniir>-,  he  uoiidiivd,  and  r,M)ls(<i  to  a-k  Mary 
alioiit   thrill. 

Thi-  Mill  was  uanii  on  his  hack,  and  hr  n-„t  „ut 
<ui  to  the  road  uhich  coinuctdl  with  the  inaTn  ro.ad 
••"■i"->  thr  h(at!i,  th.ii  walk.d  hl•i^klv  uphill.  I,ark. 
""■'■  si'iyiMix.  and  his  k.rii  ,.ar>  (I(t,ct((|  a  faint 
and  monotonous  din--din^r  far  auay  that  told  him 
that  soiiHuh.T.'  lulls  u,n.  soundin'^r  <'"r  an  tarlv 
srrvicr.  Uv  >trod,.  ,,ri.  hi>  h.art  vounn^  ulthin  him. 
Was  it  pos.ihlr  that  he  could  I.,-  ih.^  s,ine  man  who 
liad  tMt  nauMa  and  r.volt  that  day  when  hv  had 
sat  in  thr  hi-h,  xpiarr  chaml),  r  of"  horrors  in  the 
Law  {'onrts  hut  a  lit  Ik-  win!,.  :i,^n'f  'IVri  years  of 
falsehood  and  Mip|)n  s^ion  had  dropped  from  liim. 
lU  one  ma<l  impulse  towards  fixdom.  1„.  had  leapt 
thronirli  the  tiny  rop,  s  uhi.h  had  ofraduailv  woven 
th(  !ns(  Ives  a!)out  him  in  ten  foolish  v.ars  Ih-  was 
free. 

^U(l(l^nIy  (ame  a  si„M;„M-.  wliirrin;,r,  steady  snunil. 
Ih  sinpiud  as  if  held  to  the  earth  hy  soine' fascina- 
tion. ]'"ive  o-i-,at  hirds  were  \\in;r|„,^r  their  way 
.st.  ulily  across  the  luminous  |,|,ie  of  the  pale  sprini,' 
sky.  The  sun  shonr  on  their  winns  and  hreasts.  and 
as  they  came  nearer  he  saw  that  tiny  were  white 
swans.  th(ir  lon^r  n((ks  stretched  out,"  their  hiKllos 
flatieiied.  thrir  --reat  winufs  sinM-;,,^.  rhyf hmicallv,  a 
nu'-hfy  .sound  uiiji  s,iniethinLr  royal  in  it.  "  He 
watehdl  tluni  fly  ovu"  tl;,.  In-itli  in  a  strain-ht  h'ric, 
cro.s>inir  the  luafh-cluj   hills,   fly  nv,  r   the   loniT,  hrown, 
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hogixv  v.ill.  V  Mini  nn  tow.inl^  tin'  l.liic  di>t;inro  an<l 
thr  Tm.-h-Ih  s"  hrv.Hul.  A-  oni-  ui/o  .if  ■•>ii  H.roplano 
till  the  1  i-t  f.iint  >iii(k  t';.<l(-  .■l;^^•ll^>t  tli.'  -^ky.  ^n 
lie     .riz.d    until     tlicv     ]ia-r(l     I'lit     of    -'v^h\.    tiitlo-ly 

flviIl^^ 

"  As  lie  tiinird  from  u  it.lilntC  tli.in.  \u-  >:(\n  a  oiir- 
Ic^^nil  man  a|)|)roa(liIii^  up  the  hill.  lli>  li<-'i<l  ^^"■^ 
ItuiT.  and  from  tim.'  to  tlm.'  lu-  -topptd  ami  pro<l(lc(l 
at  tlir  (lii^t  of  the  .lit<ii  l)y  thr  loacMdc  «itli  liis 
wooden  Kg  as  a  man  do.  >  ulio  i-  lookiiif,'  for  some  not 
V(  rv  lai-;j;f  ohjcct  lost  in  tlic  road. 

'•  Ait  voii  lookin<i;  for  .inyHiiii;^'  "'  Lyddoii  a>ki(l. 

Till'  old  man  starti  (1. 

"  Ifiivc'fc  found  it  r  '' 

-  wiiat :- " 

"A  liltlr  red  harr''  \(,f  >(■(  n  such  a  tliin<;, 
liaxc  ft'. 

"  No." 

" 'Twonld  1)1'  worth  a  -hillin'  to  "n-  if  ymi  had," 
said  tlir  old  man  stolidly.  '"  Tli.n's  no  valiir  to  \m 
if  yon  comts  to  that,  look.  But  no  more  tlure  is  to 
u  luap  of  thinj^^s  what  people  liuiit>  out  and  puts  in 
^rjass  casis.  15ut  tli.re  was  one  in  tiiat  hag  wliat^  I'd 
be  sorrv  to  lose.  Napoleon  to  tlu>  very  life.  The 
verv  dap>  of  "n,  c-oeked  hat  an'  hunched  shoulders  and 

all.'' 

"  But  what  was  it?  "  Ly<ldon  asked. 

"  A    stoiu .    a    common    .-tone    what     I    found    in    the 

road.      Ah,    you    didn't     expect     that,    youno;    felhr,    I 

can     see.      All     the     times     you've    walked     the     roads, 

you've    never    irouhled    to    :■  ok    wh.it    lay    tiiere    rin;ht 

at   vour  feet.      I  on'y  met  on.    as  ever  dl<l,  and  he  was 

a   stone-hreaker  — found   one    diajxd   ju-t    like    a    baby. 

he  did  and   he  kept   it   up  on   his  mantelshelf.      Nature 

is    H    wonderful    thin<r,    for    tliein    ai    has    eves    to    sec. 
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Nntniv  car.  luat  tlir  -.■iilptor.  uiti,  tlu-  lr,i>t,.,f  frotihlo 
HI  tl..'  UM.-KI.  Vn„  |„ok  lu.v!"  11,.  fu„,|,K,|  at  an 
'"^"'''  l""l^'t  ."1,1  i-nxiiKvd  ,1  >„,.., II  hair  uitI,  tlu. 
w..nl>  -Nati.uial  Provincial  Hank"  ..[Mm  it.  'i'his 
hr  iintu.l.  an,!  I,...k  from  it  a  small,  irrt -ul  irl v  sliajud 
{"M)l<.  v^|,i>|,  li,.  [ilacr,!  in  tlic  ..tiler's  liand. 

"Wliaf.  Iliat.-"*  Iir  a>k,-.i  t  riinnpliant  1  v.  "llol,!  it 
lip  a^ain.t  tlir  1,..|,|  „ot  like  that,  si.i."uav>.  What 
li   Voii   >,•(   .- 

••  It  is  Ilk.-  a  face,"  >ai(i  Lvddon,  liumoiirin'r  him  and 
t  tk(  II  with  hi,  madiu  ->. 

"A  f'uv.  aw  Init  uIiom-  facc^  Tv,.  tliou^rht  many 
tnn.s  ol  s.n.hn'  .t  a>  a  prvMait  to  her  -rand.on,  l.ut 
1  <-oul.In  t  l.nri-  mv>elf  to  part  v^ith  it.  I,ook  a-ain 
-  whv,  vou  niu>t  he  hlind!  Tis  h,r  ^rracioiis  Maie^tv 
guc.ii  \Htoria,  a^  in  life  ..he  was,  jn.or  ladv  I 
w.urnt  the  Kin-M  like  that.  Here's  anotlur.  Who's 
this  th(  II.'  ■' 

"  (iIa(i>foiie.-  "  ha/arded  the  otiier. 

"iti^'ht.  Vou  mii-t  have  had  som."  ed<li,-ation  in 
vour  day.  \  on  couldirt  mi^s  that  noM',  could  vou  — 
a  very  iiohle  nose.  And,  talkin'  of  nose.,  \vho's 
t  h  1  >  .' 

"(yrano  de  Heiovrac' "  ansueivd  I,\.idon.  without 
thinking. 

"Never  heard  of  him.  Ally  Sloper!  Thourrl.t 
voud  hav,  >e,n  that.  Well,  1  can  see  vou  weren't 
hrousht  up  to  he  what  you've  h..comr  now.  Here's 
»  H'     pruv    of    a  drink     for    vou      where'>     vour    hand 

,]■  ''.''":'■*■''  '^'  .^'"^  •^^■'■••^  f'"^^  •'••'K,  iH-in-  it  for  mJ 
to  the  little  puh  u,)  on  the  hill  a  mile  further  on 
If  you  say  It's  f.u-  Jimmy  Green,  th.  v"ll  know.  I 
"r.i>t  ha\e  dropped  it  fhrourrh  a  hole'  in  ,nv  coat- 
pucket  as  I  came  hack  Ia>t  ni-ht  from  ^eing  mv  married 
darter  down  tiiere  ut  liurlev  Stre,  t." 


G'i 
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1..  n.vivr  ;,  ,^rn\ui\y  i\  ;,|u;,v,  ..„  >x]urU,u-v  whirl, 
.liM-.nnrts  tl,n...  „l.o  !,,.,v,  n,  v.r  I,,.,!  ,„o,„  v  .In.n.M.I 
'"»'>   tlnn-   p.,|„„    ,i,„.,.   j|„.  ,,^^^   ^^j.   ,„.|,,,,,^^,-„,^,       ,,,,^, 

'■'•'■'1""'^     "'■    '!"■      -t'-n.-  (it„l,r\      lu„,„,i.v      «Hs      still 
I"'n/iMl.     ln>     han.l     in, .In,,, I.     u|,;i,.      tl,r     ..ru'l,. ..•,.,,! 

"'•'"•     "'"'    '^    '""I    .■"..!    H    -(^MMl.l.lV     to     V.M,."    lH..r,,,71,i, 

^l"H     i.n,:;n.,    up    t!,.    I, ill    i,,    -.  „■<  h  "of    tlir    mi„i„,r 
''''■■'^^'"■'-        ''''""     ""•     vniiii-vr     „iu,\    fiiinvr.     ,ln„n 

!'^''''     ""•     '•'""^-         ""^^-      in>fill<-tiv,.     li.ul      I„,„      tllr     cliM.r- 

ni-  to  a  coturntiu,,  u  |,I,.|,  ,livi,i,  s  all  muikind  int..  tl.(.7f 
will)  tip  ami  tlx.M-  will,  receive  tips ! 

Hr   t„rrn-,l   at    le„utl,   f,,  ^,,  i,,.j,.i^_       |f    „  ,  .^   -^^   ,_.^^j,_ 

;;  '"^''•;,  ''■■'^-   ■■'•"I    tl"'   nut    li,„l   ,le,.,n,|   a   littlr  „nt   „f 
tlT     vall.y     aliv.,|y,     le.ni,,-     purple     ,sl,a.l„ws,     uhirl, 
'^'■■'""■'■""      ""■     ''I'"'     p!>ini-.lu>t     ,.f     ,Ii,taii,e     a.     tluv 
.stretch,,!    touar.l    i  lie    |,,inht    ,ea.      IIi>    h-,    u,.re    ful' 
"f  til.'  jov  of  ualkin-,  th,.  roa,|  ua.   an    invitation.        \ 
"huiiMc.d     i.lea     cam.      to     hiin     that     the     reason     why 
nomad    peopi,  ,    always    move.l    w.stwanl    was    hecaus,". 
when     thev    started    out    at    hieak    of    day    with    their 
'■ai-avaii,    the   colours    and    <a,ntoiirs    which' met    tlu-   eve 
m    the  ue.t   w.iv   more  attractive   tiian   the  view   to   tlie 
c.ist    m    the    eye    ,d'    the    sun.    for    the    l.la/e    of    li<rlit 
destroys  col.„ir  and   form.      A   m   n  instinctively  travels 
"'"'    '"^    ''■"■'^    ♦'>    fli^'    sun.    an,,    durin-    the    first    and 
'■'';•'-'■'"•     l""'fi"n     of     the     dav.     .Natuie     spre.ads     her 
allurements   ,„    th..   u.>f-    the  chann   of   hhie   hills   an.l 
'■"■•'■iHlled      vales,     of     ex<iuisite     .skies     and     ^ditferinrr 
nil  raises.  " 

It  was  the  call  of  l,un-.r  that  dr  -  him  hack  to  the 
<amp.  how.ver.  and  ,a  sav.,iiry  sm.  II  rnld  him  that  the 
\vonii  II  w  (  re  CMokini,''. 

'•  It's  .Sunday.'*  -aid  Mary,  '"and  a  man  down  liin- 
w....<i  let  n,e  have  two  pair  of  ki{)pers  cheap.  (Jthrr 
d.iys  u,   do,  s  uith  hread  and  tea." 
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''  .vini  (l.iri't  u.iiit  ■  ,,r.'ii  tli.t  ti..u,"  ;L,n-o«l.(|  td.- 
r.it-r,.i,!i,r.     »!,,.     |,„i     ,|,.pt     I,*,.,-     thMti  "ii,,i  ,1     :ni,l 

Wa-,     fr.Iiliir     fl„.     ,tr,..t      ,,;■     l,i,      |„,t:,t.    m,     of     tllr     ni-lit 
In   ful-c.  "^ 

••'I'hr.r  '-.p.  iKv  a  I  ,ir,  lli.  v  u-.s,  ..,,1  I  .^n\  ',  ,,1 
'"'■'""  ''"'  ■'*  •'  I"  ""V  a  I  .;r.  Vm.|  tir,.i,rt  ,  .t  r..uis  if 
A""  <l'''^n"t  u  ,nf  f...  ,|,.|.  II. ■  u..,i;,!„'t  hav  f,r,\,.  tlu„, 
I-.  //'"    M,  ,lHap.      II,.    ,1"  (V.  n-is,.,   •,,,!   fo    ,„.  ,1  l,it   ,,t|- 

hi  rai|--c  nf  ;i|(.  d   i  ri\  (If 

"  Of  _\i(iir  uh  it  r  "  ..     ,  ,1  tli.  ir  <;iii  -t. 

Slir  indicati  il  tuo  low  -  ,,f  i,,-,  ■  t  v  u  'lit.    ti  i  t'l 

••  Til. >.■.•• 

"  Wliaf  cil!  .■  yon  i,r,,t  t.)  i;,.  -ivvin  at  *iiii?"  a>kc(| 
li.  r-  f  itlirr  Mill,  'v.  '•  If  I  ,.atclus  v. .11  at  it  voiri!  ..,.t 
a  lii.iin'." 

'•Thri-c  ain't  no  liarin  in  Mnilln',  Adaui,  now  is 
tliir,  r  •'  s' ,.  a-ktd  pla.  .Mlv.  "  "Tis  luttcr  nor  crvin', 
""^^'  '-"'f  •*•'  I  -niil..  at  (^-rvhodv  ,,„  M„ne  (lays. 
(  an't   l-Ip  ,1   lik...      Sniilo  to  invMlf  a'.s  I  jal.s  alon-,'  Mie 


<li'inn. 


""l'\<  licaltii.  iiK.rc'n  liappin.  - ,,''  said  Aunt  Ccran. 
Hhnliad  /itnMi.'d  licr  kipper  and  was  filliti- li,  r  cutt  v  witli 
^llal,^      "I    iixd   to  1),.   tin-  satin-  win  ri   I   was  a  hit    of  a 
rakh    like   you.       Voii    won't    sav    >.)   oasv    win  n    ■.     I'ri; 

I'uninirrcd."' 

.Mary  Inokid  at  I.yddon  with  a  look  uki -li  vdd,  "  She 
is  on  the  old  .siil)ifct." 

Hut  .  vtn  Aunt  (J.rania's  nii-anthropv  was  «;iini, d  hv 
the  sun. 

"Hut  th.ro.  thtn^'s  all  sorts  of  folk  t,.  the  worl.l, 
<ukI  yoa  may  he  luckier  nor  mo^-.  As  for  wiiat  I 
was  sayin',  lu'alth's  a  wonderful  thinL'.  I  ean't  think 
^^hat  folks  what  liv.  ,  in  hou>.s  ev.r  do.  s  to  k,  ep 
th.ir>,h,>  .Hit  of  ^iek-l),  ;>.  Th.v  >its  ind  .ors  -ain 
'-r   shiiie.   and    kills    tlxifM/lves    with    kindne^...       F    ,„.v,.r 
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'',"''■"''•;'   I'l'v-'    '11  my  Inn,  .lays  not  in  all  mv 

1'  V'"*-       "7   -"■•'   '"   H"m,u,y    talk    for  .....iu-ino', 

"/..,.  .u,.l  a   .  n,h,r  u,   ..ur   r.lk's   u  -ImlnnKro,  'which 

;;|;'''l^_l';'ri""..l    t..    In>    KM-a.uiratlu.rr"    ask.-.l    the  "rat- 
"  '      'l"'i"t      kiimv      a^       1      ,.\,.r      ,i;,l  "  '  i       »       . 

-UVII      tl„v    was    ran.,.., I    „p    nn    a    ^^-rt    moor    „,, 

An.     N.a..^^,,n.i,a  !,..,•   wa.    a   youn^    n.an    then,    so 
''.V    In.   M!,n     ,(    ninstv..  I,,,,   ..v.r  a   Imn.in.l   y.ar  am, 

<a  1...  .a.  nKun..<l  N-  ^M'^ty  ^al  nanu.  of  (t per, 
r  ^Har  I  .unaMy  ra.un..,  s|,..  wur,  with  l.al  as  kaulo 
••'^  H.  rn^hf,  uHl  a  oi,t  .iK,.r  n...-kkuv  aro.uul  It 
Pn'tyhM  .n...k.  Hut  .h,-  .a,  naHo.  A  sart  offi  , 
;;'••""::'      — -.-"l    l,..     uas     hair    .l.wv     hecausJ    hV 

'l<'<-tor,|,.,n^,.,  hut  <in.'o,-ha.i  ^..no  to  .l,kk  a  wo.nan 

:''''^     -;>    ln-;M,,.ht     to    1,..,1    M,„K.«.„..res,     half-way  T 

"'■;".*"■    '''•■^'■^-     ^^ '"-••■     t'".y    was     at.hin'     an,!     the- 

""•••'■sIh.us...       Tlu.y     t..l|..,I    hin.    cxa.-tlv    whar         ■ 

"•y'"':  "'"'''I  -'""•  '>l"",^'  flu.  roa,l,  an.l  fhat  hcM  be 
'''•';■"'.  an,  sure  .noui^h  ,lown  that  road  eonio  a  harse 
'"^  ''••■M'.  tl-onlv  oneheM  seen  in  ten  miles.  • 'T  ^ 
♦  "■  .l>-al.en.un,.  .ay.  Noah's  ^grandfather,  «n,I  he 
:"/'.'"•'""••  ■""'   P-'<-'-''-'<i  '.'.  civil  to  e.Huo  and  look 

III      (11^     \V   II  t'. 

"'I'm     not     the    ,h,etor,'     says     the     man.       \oah\ 
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^'r.,n.lfaf|„r    tl,n..;r|,(     |„.    ,,.,,     ,,.,|,„^,    |^,  ^     ^^^    ^^^     ^^^^^ 

"'     "H.,!!,'.  l)n.t.M>      ..»f,„      ,|,,M-t       l^M.CV       n>l„in'      to      a 

r,iiii[i. 

•••  I'll  1(1  v.VM.i.i  1,11  ,•  >a_v>  \.)ali'>  ^rr..,ii,lf,ifh.r. 

-'Dainn    \ .  r   har^.'   .,,ys    lir,  Mt.d    trir.    t..   .inv,-   on 

Hilt     \Mal,\    -ran.iratl,.r%    l,|n.„l    was    up.    an.l    h,-    irot 

';-'''   "'    fl,.-   I,....\   |„.a,|    an.!    fana.l   |,im    to   ^r\    ,|own 

!•    Ii.'.l  .1   -lU.    IM  allou.       Arivua.v^,   I...  fan.,!   thr  man 

*"     '■"''•     ""      ""•     '"■"•'■'^     I'l'k     uith     In., I     nv.r     tlio 

n.nor  to  u|,ar   tl,...v  wa,  Ht,l,in\      T\u-  n„in   wa.   fri^rht- 

"i"l    ■■'In.n^t    to   .l.afl..    a.ul    tlioi,;,r|,f    l,,,',!    .„.   ,„„,,.,|    f,,^ 

<vrta,„.      .\,,..,|,    ^r,.,,     l,i,„    ,1,,,,.,,^    ,,,,^1    ,,^,^^,^    ,^.^^^     .^^^^^ 

h..  MM-.lo  uhrri-  l,i>  joov,!  was  jvi.l-  -Von  mv,. 
I"i-  M„nr  phvMC,  wliat'il  cnvr  ),.■,•/  >av>  !,r.  'or  yotril 
^'.t    a    liarx-vvhippiniT.'     'j-|„.    ,„.,„    ,,.,j,,    ,,,,    ^^.,^^^^J    ^^^ 

'!";■/'"•  •;";;1  f-,  '■■"in'f  n,.  phv.;.-.  Noal.\  ^rr,..n.l- 
'■'Hur  .still  tlnnk,  if  all  li,.,.  a,,,!  tol.i  hi,,,  ,„  ,„,,k, 
-uur.  som.li.Hv.  So  fhr  .nan  h.iran  to  tli.nk  !,.•  was 
ina.l.  and  t.»  ;r,.t  o„f  of  it  |„.  .ai,|.  '  Vr.'v  «.ll,'  )„.  sai.l, 
'I.avo  I,.,.  Ii,.,-,.  alone  uith  Im  .-  fiw  in'iiiMt.s  a'ld  I'll 
"•■■'k'-  np  son,,,  p.ll,,'  1...  ,ai.l.  S„,v  .non^rl,,  „),,„ 
Mir  ,|oor  op.n.d  aft.r  a  hit,  th..-..  h-  ha<l  so,.,,.  piUs 
g.i.MT-iookin'  thin-s  th,.y  ua>,  too.  '(Ji...  h,r  two 
t"-n.-!,t,'  ho  says,  'an,!  Til  s.n,!  vo„  niorv  in  thr 
>i"i>nn,<,r.'      \„ah    irav,-    hin,     th,-    l,a,-,    and    !ook     him 


liack    to    wlurc    his    hoss    ) 


111     cart    was    drawcd    up    hy 


tli.-  n.a,l,  an,l  U\  hm,  ^-n.  Siuv  ..nou-h,  his  wif,-  took 
H  turn  that  ni-ht  for  th,-  lutt.r.  N,.xt  m.irnin.r  up 
nd,  s  anotluT  man.  '  I'm  the  ,Io<to,-.'  sai,i^  he 
'w!;,r..*s  y,r  wif,..^'  'Hut  who  was  if  |a>t  ni-ht"' 
.SH.vs  ^Noah.  lookin'  dazed.  'That  wa.>  a  frieml  of 
nr-uv  says  the  dnibenffro.  laurrhin;r.  •  n,.  ,,,^.,.  ,.„„ 
(i.m.iha  hnn  pretty  rou-h.  and  .cravo  him  a  -uim.a  "for 
it.  -Hilt  the  medicine,'  says  Noah's  ^rrandfnther. 
n,.    niade   they    Uills.'   savs    thf»  di-;,Iu.nfTr-.     '  «..v    -f    « 
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''"'•  ■'"'f  ■"I'l  >'lf  "l.^t  li..  ro„,i,l  i„  (|„.  niphoanl  in 
"■'■  ^"''  '''l".v  unn't  liiiif  vdiir  wife'  he  vi\x.  No 
I'""'-  "">    ''^'''      ■^■"■■'l'  -■'>>   hi.  -rm.lfal!,.  r  :iUny,  sai.l 

|u-,i[p|i(  r  aii-i_\.  all  •f,,^  >.Miir.'" 

"■  "•"■I-    '"   Hiat    tlv  a  !)ii//inM-."  ^ai.l   .Marv.  wli,   i   th.^ 

*■'';■    "''^    ''"'"•      "O'hM    I!, Ink    ^^,     ua.    n.ar    .snninuT 

^\''''  ''"'I-  ^'-  >"ii  '■■"I  t';  <!>y.  Ailaui-  V,,„  n,a.  up 
af  oj-i'    ill  ,,(■  i|,  " 

'•V'''""    I'"'    l^i^    ''"■'i   Into   |,i.   j„„-k,t    ami    pro.juco.i 
l\M>pi  'Kv  t  riiiiiipjiaril  1\ . 

••  \V1,.,  oav,.  v.. 11   flat  r  "'  a>k.  ,i  Aunt  (J.Taiiia. 

"A   iiMii    ul„,  calU   liiniMlf  .limiiiv  (InHii."      II,.   t,,],l 
""111  <>''  ''i-  •iilvi  afiMv  V  ill)  tlic  sinn,  ",(H";a-lnr. 

••I  kri'iu-  lii;,,,-  .;,;,|  tl,..  rai-(atc|i,r.  s,.,„lini,r  out  a 
"■'"'"'  "'  ^'""'■•'-  ••  -^  ''i-.'/v  "M  rliap  ^^U:i\\  alvvav-, 
*''--'"-'  al.(,iit  r,,r  >t,uM>.  II,.  „^.,|  to  !„.  a  pulilir.u. 
•  inun  l-.ir,l:i,^l,ri,|-,.  uav.  ..tul  niulr  1,1,  !,il  of  „„„„,- 
•"I''  ''"III''  '••"•1^  I"  Kv  li-!-.-  ulurr  li,.  ».,.  harn.  All 
til.  r<;  ,,!  „„  ri.lrrv  for  m!!,  s  .arouiul  ,|o  know  I,,..  A 
!"''■  "''  -'"'I-  -  i'l  tl"'  roa.ni  k.<p  I,,,  hu.v  for  hours 
If_  von*,i  ,a  found  tli.it  l,a-  now.  itM  a-anhd  v.ai  a 
.slilll;nl,^" 

•'I  uarr'nl  IM  a  i^ot  inor."n  tuopmc,.  out  of  him, 
an.vu,i\s.-  ,ai,i  Aunt  (JuMni.a  "A  inanV,  n.vtr  no 
<,mo,i  at  dr.i'iii'  th,.  !iion,.y  out  of  tic  p,,ck,.f.  Tvr  a 
'"''"'  '"  ^•"'»  I'f  ""i-  "H  the  ,Iriim  now  ami  u>l  nic 
yokk.iN  a   hit    and   ..  ,•   if   I   ..an't    ,|il,k   that    ,,hi   kiv^i   of 

'"V    .■\'i\»'i>.   1   iiii-ht   niv,t    him.  aial  a>k  lilni  civil  if 
ln*>   foiiiiil  it    V(  t." 

V  "^ '"I  'i  '"-'  >"ii''  time,*'  s.ii.l  t!i,.  rat-ratclipr. 
'■  '*".'  ""'  to  <ii'  .-omr  fu//-top,.  Marv.  voii'l]  huve 
'."      *\''''i     ^'"i"-     ^'i-'l^.s     pHMnilv.       Tin.    'lot".,     lu.ar 

I    11    ;;i  t    -o!lir    WOM,!."*   ..liii    I.Villloil. 
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'•  'i'licn   Til  ,•,)•,(•  with   vnu  an"  I..  Ip  you/"  >a!,l  Afarv 
••    ll"'-—  no  u        :  ■•..un.l  v,  r.  ^u■  >!.al|  i.-n.-  to   .-o  a  mi'lr 
or  two  ior  it.' 


He     uai,<IriT,|       ihoiit      ainoiii^r      f!„.      ( ,,  ,  ,      ,,„(;,      ^,^^. 

••^I'l"'"'»«l-      il"-  li.ul  n.N,.,-  l.a.l  much  to  ,|o  ^ith  uonun 

'''■'I''     ^^'"'    *'"■    """    ul.o    |,,ul    1„,„     t|„      nu-M.    of    t.-M 

v.ar>    of    In,    l,tV.   not    Ik  raaM-    s|„.   |,a,|    I,,.,,    a    l,n-i.|lv 

'"'""•""'•    ''"'    '"■^ ''">'•    ^1h'    ua~     lurxlf.      .Marjori".. 

'■■"'''""    "■■'■'    -'"'lallv    anilutiou..       Sl„.    hul    tl,,^    Minn- 

'M|tl   .-Larm.  of  .  a>y   ronv.r.at  ion,  >,,,nin^-   .vmpathv, 

;""'"•<■    '"i.l     -oo,|     l„v..l,n-.       In     nianvin-"  l.v,i,lo„, 

'"'u.v.  r,    >Ik.    I.a.l    k.H.un    l.v     flu-     ,.ara>it i.ai     u".>tin.t 

^vliini    Is    mhorn    m    .-oni.'    uom,,,.    that    >h,.    uas    aftach- 

'":,'   h.ixlf   to    a    man    uho    „,u.t    niakr    hi,    uav     H.. 

»  i>    .ntro.li,,.,!    to   lur  a,   a   ^vniu^.      SI,.,   was    r,  m.|v,,,| 

^J^^^'    I'"   >1m.u1,1    h..   a  >n.v,..fu!   ^r,,,iM^.    that    1,..    shoul.l 

'"■   ^^I'nt    sh,.   an.l   lur   friuul.   ,all,.|   -.a   hrilliant    ,nan  " 

>ii-    a.lor,,!    >uc,v»,    anW    .!:,.    >aw    n.xcnt    Mir<v>.    in 

i.\(l(lon. 

Sh,-   aJM,   saw    that    if   I,.,   wa  ,v   allow., I   to   pl.as,-   him- 

""•    '"■    """''I    1'^    liiniMlf    !„.    f,M--ott.n.       11. •    must 

"i"t    pc.,plr.  important    p.oplr.   inllnrntia!   p,  opl,.       H,. 

mii-t  n.,t  1,1  p..,j.l,.  for-,  t  that  h.^  wa,  th..  I,v,l,lon  wIh.s,. 

■".'ills    ha.l   h.lp,,|   to   furnish    tlu"  uorl.i    uith   what   was 

••'l"'osf    a   M\th    s^ns,',    a    ii.w    .iimmsinn.      Sh.>    f,.ti<rlit 

hi^    Invf    of   solitu.l...    his    pr,.f..r.n,v    fo,-   .■onntrv    iTf,., 

Iii>    lick    of    am'.ntloii,    with    t  h,-    n.l    cl,  v,  rn.  ss  "  wliici, 

-111.     i)Oss,s>,,l.      Slit;     man,rii\ri<l     him     int,)     c,)!)!  racts 

^^l:|<■!l      woul.l      k.ap      him      workin-,      prodmin-      an,l 

<li-'in,,l    to   thr   fruits   „f   his    siua-.  s,.       If    I.v,|,h,n    had 

Ix'H   a   w,ak,r    man.   sh,-   w,)n!,|    haw    s;,,  ,v,',!,.,|.      l{,it 

li';  'va,:.,l    h,i-.   an.l   constantly   ,va.l.,l   h.r.      His    work 

liii-ht    k..p   him    .hain.-.I.   liiit    sh,-   so,,n    foiiii.l    that    the 

•""■'•■''    '''■'■    '■"     ^^l'i<-I'     >li<'    all,  nip!,., I     to     ,nm.  sh    him 


OS 
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'•""'•'  ""'  I'-'I'I  I'i'ii.  N.ltlur  r.uil.l  hi,  .nniixnirnts. 
Ill'  <,';unr,|  ■,  r,  |,ut;ii;,,n  (■,,,•  ,cc,  titricifv.  for  iiumx'I'i- 
'"'''>'•  '''"  '-•■i|"'  Civiii  I,(„i(lnn.  n.it  liv  ni()t(,r-car. 
''"'  '"  -"">'■  <ii-t;ni(  s|.,ti,„i  from  ulii,'!,  !„■  n.ulJ  ri.lu 
or   -(>  afoot,   uas   a    frciiinil    unplovmrnt    ,,(   I,;,    w,.,.|<- 

'■nds.        Sllc    colli,!    Mrv.r    Mlrccl    I, lit     [  r,  rt  J;,  ]  1  v    „it|,     fliis 

l)i.ii-.  <'<U  -rtiiii>  of  a  liii>!)atnl  of  lur..  .\  t  l„  ,t  lir  was 
•■'  I' ■'-!'<  <l  L  Jr.  I.  uilli  In,  ,.,,.,  |ix.,,j  ,,„  rn.doni. 
'>^  ♦'"•  '-li'ii"  -'■'■  "•'-  .tt  I.  a>t  ,nn.  Tliriv  u  a.  no 
!"•'"  '"  li"  I'i-  I''"'''-  ■";.!  uliilr  a  HI  III  i,  u^.-fiil  l„. 
I-  not  allo\\.,i  to  ,lro[,  ,,ut.  Hi,  v,  iv  mk'c.  ,..  hi,  \,.rv 
nam.-,  unv  .'haln^  ahoiit  hi,  f,  ,t.  11,".  ua^  the  propiTty 
of  the  j{>  lloni  Svnilicatc. 

I.vd.ioM     ,li,|i|.,(l     th.-    uoiiM  !„.    ,nci,.tv     uoman,     he 
"■■'^    I""'"'     ''>     'I"'    inul.llr  (■|a,<     woiii.ii,'    and     ,n     any 

'•     ''•"'     ''^     'l"l'-     to    do     uith     Uolllrtl     a,     [)o,,il,Ir.         ll\. 

•11  thoiioht  of  1,1,  inan-iaHr  nou  a>  ,oiii,tliinn-  which 
''■'"'  ''■'|>I"n..l  to  -Mill,-  uiir  that  uas  not  iiiinsrlF.  Vet 
'"•  ''•"'  'li.ni-.,!  little  from  th,-  ,hy,  cicvi  r  hoy  who 
''■'■'  '"■•"''■  I'i^  "">i  "I'l'-  "f  thnr  ■(•oimti...  marking' 
♦,'"•  '""tp.itli-  that  he  I,  vrd.  th..  >wani|»  that  w,  re 
foniahh.  th.-  ua_\,  that  avoided  t  h,.  du.liino-,  „f  „,,.„. 
His  \n^r  ,.f  uaiid.riii^-  had  n.N.r  take,  hmi  out  of 
IM.-Iand  It  uas  the  J-;„uh,h  hed-ero«,  an<i  co|.,,ices 
'■'"/'     ''"""^     'll'f     '!'■     I"\'<l.        'Hie     liap|)ie,t      time     of     his 

'''"'•. '^■'^  ""•  'nil'-  !■••  li.Kl  spent  ill  that  l.)nelv  uireh^.s 
Nt.it  ion  111  ( 'ornw  all. 

Then  latelv  had  come  the  lieeintiiiin-  of  the  .11(1.  and 
the  mi,.r_v  an, I  viil-arity  .d'  it  ua,  still  uith  him.  He 
was    on.,   of   tho„.   mi'ii    i,.   uhom    pul. licit  v    i,   a!)soliit.l v 

'•''''""■'■•"*•       V.t     put. licit  V    n\-    th..    ,t     ,ordid     kin.'l 

''•^<'  '"'"  turn,, I  np.m  th.  ir  cas,..  n.u.n  hi,  privat.-  lif.., 
iipon  h.  r,.  lifioM  p,opl,.  !,,■  uoiild  ha\e  cut  olf  hi,  litth' 
fin^.i-  lo  ,a\i    tVoiii  annovanc... 

Mary   join.d   him,  and    lh,y   h, -an   t.)   ualk   up   past 
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tll'lt   u;is   liilt    >||v. 

"  Diiln't    vni!  uant  in  ciuiic-  " 

'•  U  liv,  V.  >."  I;     s.u'd    iliMritlv.      '•  \V|,\  :.  •' 

\  nil  »  IS  t'rowriiii;,r."' 
II.    Mut    I,..,-   .oU    hn.un    ,  V,,    uit!,    .■,    ,,ui..k    l,„,k    „f 

,      ""■'■"■'■  'l'"n.,nat,,j..h,.tl,n„:,r|, J  (,,,,,,„   j„,t,„,.,,, 


th 


-aid.  •  ■-' ■ 

••l-.ln,-. •!.,,.«„    [,„,,|..   iil..  ;„„   !.,•„,.,„,„]   aft,.,- 
■"'     '"■     ''"^     ""■'•'■     '^     ■■''"'"f     tl-     uav     to     .,t      all     tl,at\ 

K""<l    -ut    of   lifV.    v„„    ami    ^,„„•    .h  .,,.1..  T, 


I  '    'N       I  ()      ln\  |. 


^^li<-  Inokcd  at    liiiii  (louhtfiillv. 

'•It\   no    l,f..    for    von.-    .|,;\;,:,'.       ••  w.    |,v,.    that 
-.v^.-au..  u,.    uv   barn    loit    :„.,i,,,.    ,,.,„„    ^^^^^;„, 

!>tie  sniiird  iiHTKli'litv. 

;;'-ttlu,v.antto.io.       Th,v-s..nona-uant..      T    V  ^ 
<'|-<)u<ir,|  them  out."  • 

""■-  ""^  '■""■''  ''"'■>,.„...  ,f  VO-,  ..on...  to  Vii!;: 


ro 
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'I'licv   1!^'^  a  lot   to  cli-xi-c  fioni.  I   i^iA   a  little.      I^of.l,   I 
\v  I  ^  I M  >  I  1 1 ,'  I  (I  ^ '  1 1 1 1 ' '  1 1 1 "  ri  I  \ . ' " 

l<i   liil_\     till'   l)il    (if   i;i-')liii(|    aiiii    tlir   acr(il-(li(iu  r  ■'    hr 
a-~ki  (i. 

*•  i  <liiiri  III. an  that  \\a_v-<.  IM  lik<-  to  liavr  >omr  one 
ti>  'li'  till'  iliaiiin"  and  cookiii'  foi  a  hit.  IM  like  to 
o-o  tr)  (iiic  of  tlicv  ^u.ll  liotrN  a  m1  >il  tlici'c  with  a 
;4i'a[i(!  (Ii'o,  on  n"-  hai  k  and  ride  in  a  ciiria^r.  Orn- 
(it  till  V  St  iidi  V  '^'iv\-  did  on.  r.  .Marri'd  a  red  r\c 
\^dli  lol>  (it'  nion(_\.  15wt  -In  didn't  lii\e  jio  nioiT  to 
<li>  uitli  ill  r  folk-  hut  oiici  ,  and  tint  u.i-  at  tic  race- 
-oini w  hi  ii -.  'I'lit  |-i  -he  wuz.  >at  up  in  a  coach  uiili  u 
h.it  all  COM  rid  uith  fiatlirr-  and  a  -ilk  dn--  on  her, 
not  hki-  oui'  -alt  of  diT--i -.  hut  '|u^t  likt  a  |-«al  I'aunic. 
and  -he  diinkin"  and  lalin'  with  the  re^t  ot'  the  rve-. 
and  raiinii -.  And  >uddi  nlv  -lie  looked  and  -aw  a 
hit  'd  our  folk  all  together  making-  a  iiit  of  pi  i--  in  a 
••■iniei-  hv  t  h.  iii-el\i -.  I,au;^diin'  and  daiicit,*  tlhV 
wa-.  ouin  to  lia\i!i'  uon  a  lot  on  a  ^rv.  And  -he 
.Miiiiped  up  and  left  l!;e  coach  and  /liind  in  with  lui- 
oun  folk,  and  her  hu-hand  didn't  find  he|-  till  the  end 
<d'  the  day.  And  then  -he  ua-  half  iiiorto  (diaink). 
1  ua-  a  kaid  of  honie  -a  kne--  a-  niiidi  a-  the  le\  ina 
^di.'d  -III  d  :i  pied,  and  ^^  hi  n  .-he  -.lu  him  -lie  -^mh'c 
e\e^_vthin^■  die  could  I.IV  her  ton;4Ue  to.  Mut  lie  didn't 
niind.  ll<  -it  douii  and  li.id  ,i  drop  of  le\i[;a  too, 
fjnite  (a\d,  aiul  then  ulun  he  oot  inr  home.  IIhv  -.av, 
he  koored  her  hl.ick  .md  hhie.  l\ii\  they  \\a-  fond  on 
each  other,  ti.,  \  wa-.  lie  \\,is  a  ijUier  kind  of  o-enidi- 
ni.an.  look,  and  kieau  i  d  .all  -alts  of  fn  rrii:  l.iii;j,ii.i  ^c-.'' 

'•  When  u  .1-  t  hi-.-  " 

"Oil.  a   loiie-   (line  a;;'n.      Winn    .\unl    (ieraiiv   was   :i 
l)d  III  ,a  thino-  111  r  motl:ri''d  .addd  in  ! 

"Could     Mill    like    a    ni;m    who    he.at     vou    lilack    and 

hhle.-" 
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SIh'  r.flt.tr.l.      '•  r'raps/V.h,   .,,i,|. 
*■  Av<-  all  Hoiiirii  Ilk,    tiiat  .-  " 

1  (lumio." 
"  Ha>  aiiv   (.jn.  (.\,  ,•     ,  .|f|  ,,    ^.,,1,  :.  •« 

/•l).i<i*vc    -iv,.,.    ,n.-   a    lii(li,i=    |,.U   nf    tl.,1..;'   .she   sai.l, 
vMth  no  cliani,'!'  ot   i  \[ii-,  ,.;,), ,. 

IK-    look..,!     a    ]uv    uiti,    a    .tranuv    f,,  li„;,r    that    was 
""*    ;•'"    '""•'•...•,   hut    u,, „.!,.•    f,n:;v,|   uilh    thr    l-a>ri„ati,„i 
";"'•''   '"■"*•■''     ■'<'t^    ''••^^''    '■<'••    •'-.■    uho   an.   ,.nt    h.ut.l 
>-ir.    tun;   yu.in-.    .stn,    ;ht-l,    ,h,.,i    cvatn.v,    u  Itj.    thoM- 
N-'lt    .'.vr..    h.    h..    h.at.n      .hr.    M,    ,>..„tiallv    f.  miuu.r.. 

>tlf  IMllnht    hi-,   <;a/c  ailt!   I  Mini,,. , I. 

'•Well,   vuu  .In   l,„.k  at  inr  r.innv."  ,.hr  said,    j.rkin" 
"•>•  '  u-  i-ii.ns  ',uk  a.  Ml,.  iMi.>h.(l  h,r  initi.lv  hair  out  o? 

••I    "as    uoihI,  rlr:-    ul:,t    it    uoui.l    fr.  I    like    to    Irivo 
"   •'"'   ^  ""•  •""'  .^""   "•"■   »■'"!. I  of.       l\,.  hraf.n  a  ,lo.r 
1  I-^mI  JM^trr  !i,ai,  auv  Imniai.  In  in-  -  but  cnihln't  hv.a 
a  » iini  III. 

••  'I'll,  11      s,,l,ir      WOUM       M-,.f       fhr      h,   lt,r      ,,f      v,)U,"      -he 

r.  plM.,1.  -'J'ia.v  ,1,,  .av  ,■..  Auiit  li.Tanv  t,,;,k  a  uhii) 
'■•  ii"'  "lan  on....,  ]{ut  thai  ua.  uh,.,,  sju-  ua.  v-uHPr 
Mm.  haMi't  th,.  >tr,nw.|h  t,,  sfa,,,!  „,,  a-ain.t  hi.  n,n7, 
'""'  '■'■  ''■  •'  l^'."iv,l  h.r  ,.n,m,h  lo  niak.  up  Co,-  tint 
"'"!'(""'•.  '■''  ■■'""^v.  l{ut  h,.\  ha,i,  an,l  m,\  that  o|,l 
,|'|,i\,  I  ]n'\r  a-t(),)k  iiu  w  if  h."' 

••  I  u,)ii<l,.r  uhat  s.  it  ,,fiiMti  vou'll  niarrv,*"  >;ii,l  |„.. 

"'  I  (liiiin,).*"  sh,.  aii>  \,  .    ,|  ,  ,pn  -si,)ii|,  ..,1  v. 

'Ili'.,v    ha<l    nai.h,.,!    ...    un,),|    ,.v,  rhan^inM.    th,-    .r,-,  it 

'■^"■>'     "''''■''    '•""■'     '■' liin-uoo.|    f,7    (1,ri>t,-hur,.|,, 

'■'"■  *'"■  '".^'''  f'"i"*  "l"'v  in  ,.I,i..,i  ti„.,.  I„a,.n„s 
H>  n.  Iin-htc,!.  'J-h,.  fox-,,.,j  floor,  uilh  j.atrh,.,  of  ,;  .,ss 
likf  <ri,,ri  i-lu^lu  w..,s  kn,.tt.,l  h,.,.,.  au.l  th.T,.  with 
n.,.t..  th,-  tr,,s  «,.,.,.  far  -nnll,  r  than  th,-  <r,ants  „f 
Auvls.    for    th,y    ha,l    h,.,  „    ,lua!f..l    hv    tin-  Tuihrok.  ri 
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I'orcc  of  !iim;V  ^l!'  -.  'I'l  |-Miml|  tl.il-  Ir'llik^  tin-  V;l!!iV 
slicih    liKc  a  \  i^idii. 

(\.!lM-i;ri--   I!,,     -ivv,    f.,11,  II   u i.   liifi:,  I-  .iii.l    tliitli.r 

tlic\'  Waiiil'I'Ml.  r.illiiiM-  i.)  ,  ;ii-|;  ntl'l'  iViiiii  tililc  to  time, 
ttlljl"  \(l|((-  (  iIkmII^.  a  COUIiIc  III  llluk  suillc  \srnt 
;4Tiliit  iM^    llii'(iii;;li    tin-    I  n  i  ■.,    iin^iiii^-    aiiiniin-    the    Ittccli- 

llia^t      tur     --niiK   i  |i;||(_;-    ((!lli!r.         ()l!;irisi-i       llli\      WtVr     i\\>- 

tni'lxil  liv  III!  (ili;'r  Ir.iiii^-   iiuiiL;'.      In  Irilt" -an  lumr  tluv 

liail  colli  (It  il  I  All  III;;-;'  l)l!II(l|i  -,  W  llicli  ll.i  \  xClircil 
\v  lt!l   t  lie  lii|ii     t  111  \    I,  111  Itiaiii^-lit. 

"IIiiu  lint  It  i>."  -liil  Miiv.  '•  WIiiiM  tliiiik  it  wa-; 
wiiiti  r.-"       I'm  >\\  I  it  ill'." 

"  'I'll'.  11   I'l  -t   a  lit  tl,    !  .  fi.|-i'  u  r  ^11  li.rk."  Ill-  -ii:^-:^!  -till. 

**  It  villi  Ilk'  -."  ^!:c  a-~'.ntril.  ami  li\'  a  co'iiiiioii 
im|Milsf  tl:i\  uali.iil  to  till-  lifiiw  (if  ^iir^i  ami  lir,.tlirr. 
Hrrc.  (lilt  III  till-  wind,  il  \\a>  >;iiuiv  and  iVi -.li.  Tin- 
(•\  rr;,nTi  II  nl'  tl;r  kdllii-.  till'  \illn\\  t'illVf  ami  tin- 
uitlicnd    IniiUII    n\'    the    In    iIIm-T    tiild     litllr    lit'    tin-    -tl-OIl. 

Hi  low  lliiiii,  hri^lit  uilh  tin-  -iiii.  >trrtcliid  (he  >aiiif 
loiiH',  \\atii  y  liiitliim.  arrnv,  wliirli  tin  -■.\aii>  liad 
flnuii  ill  thr  iiinini'i^-.  .Mirv  iliin^-  1  t  r-i  If  rull- 
Icii^'tli  ill  flu  liiatlur  and  >;i  jipiaii  d  lu  i'  cliiii  in  Ik  r 
liaiid>. 

*■  IIdu  till-  lark^  dii  ^iiii;-.**  ^aid  -.lie  '■  1 1'  tii;>  uiat'nr 
}»ol<l>.  tlirri  "II  In-  I'liiv  I  I  ■»*>  <'_;\n->  at'ia'r  ImiL:,'."' 

Hi-  >at  dinvn  hc^idi  I.rr.  and  -In-  altri'id  In  r  [lu-ition 
a  little  Id  in  ikc  riiiim  lor  liim  IuIvm<  n  t\M)  dwart'  i^or^r 
l)il^lii>.  Ill-  uatcliid  \  I  y  >iiiall.  >il\  i '■  rini::i'd  hands 
IirrikiiiiX  iili'  pii  ri  >  (if  liiittic  liiatlur  and  rr  i:iililin'4'  oil' 
till    w  itlicrcd  liml^. 

'•  Still  li.it.-  "  111    a-k.d  111  r. 

"  ^  (  ^.  ain't  _\'iii.-  My  Mnud'^  aluav^  u  inn.  The 
k;'.>t( -t  tl)ini,^<l<)  mal-a  nic  -wi-a.t."  Slu-  -|i'iki  driainilv 
with  the  -aim-  |ii cnii.i i  i_v  ;4rntl.  I)iaiit\-  in  in  r  fact' 
wliith    had    drawn    hiiu    lufon.    anil    ivjljbtd    ht-r    words 
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r.  V(l;iti(iii~.  iiiid  that  In-  li.ul  iii.id.  oik  to  IhT  1hC(U1S0  Ik' 
likt<l  In  r. 

"  N'nii  don't  liki    tc)\Mi  lil'<  -  ■'  -l.>    -lid  >llll|l!.V. 

'•  I.ikf  it!  (in.)d  (iodi  1  li.iv.irt  ,1  siiiM-l,.  fliirii,'  ill 
(■oiiiiiitiii  « itli  it." 

'*  And   VI  t   _\i)ll   lisrd   till  11  !'  "' 

"  Nil,"  III"  >.iiil.  ••  I  UMiir  a  iiii>i  imMt  ctiinproiiilst'. 
'I'hr  oll.ir  tliiii;^-  till-  lilr  that  villi  and  1  arr  hading 
now,  didn't  oiriir  to  nir.  I  didn't  ri  di-r  that  it  was 
iio>^ilili:  soniihou  to  >haki  mii  >«  It'  iiiliiilv  tnr.  \  it 
it    lia>  luiM  >ini|)lr       aciidi  tdal 

Shr  wa-  |)ii//1m1,  >till  thinkini;  him  tin-  runaway 
h.aiikrr.      Till  II  ^•hr  >ai(l  >iiddi  iily 

*•  1  don't   «  ant   to  lC'  ♦  old." 

lie  fiii-nnl  and  coii-idiii  (I  tin    litlir.  vniin^  (imirc. 

"  Milt  voii'rc  a  null'  thild.  ^■(m'n  not  in  daii^i  r  of 
it   I'or  ytai>." 

'•  ril  lia\r  to  o-,  t  old  Millie  dav."  .>aid  >lif.  "  I 
wouldn't  likr  to  111-  no  voiiii^ri-  than  I  am  now  thoii<,di. 
'riirn   wa>  too  many  of  u-  <'liavi>." 

*•  1    didn't     know    voii    had    any    hrotlurs    or    si>,ti  rs, 

Mary." 

"  I'd  four  hrotlurs  and  two  si-ti  ix.  Me  hrotlurs 
all  jallid  to  AiiK  riky.  Oiii-  si^tvr  dinl.  thr  otlu-r 
niarriid  a  man  what  dro\c  ahoiit  an  oil-cart  'Imut  yiT. 
Now  hi'-  an  oil  and  (oloiir  shoj)  in  thr  Ditclus  in 
Soiithanipton." 

"  I  hope  slu'  is  happy."  lie  >aid.  siiiiliii<j;  at  lur  out  of 
hi-  clrar.  plra<ant  t  \r-. 

'■As  happv  as  mo^t."  said  Mary  flatly,  -cat  ttrin.:^ 
morr  dridl  In  itlur  lu  ll>.  "I  don't  hold  with  niarryiii' 
a  man  what  i-n't  a  tra\illir."  >lu'  continurd.  "  Lordy, 
1  wouldn't  hi-  111  r.  not   for  aiiytlnnk." 

••  Un't  In  r  hushaiid  kind  to  lurr  " 

••  Oh,  la'-  kind  i  iiou^h.      It's  the  hotlu  r>  of  it.      The 


I 


AIJ.WAIU) 


(.) 


inspector  cMnnn"   to  (lri\,.   tlir  cliavis  ofl'  fii  x-linol,  niul 

♦  li'-  piiip!,  winl  iH.tlitr-  \nr  to  cDinr  to  cliiirch  or 
cii.ipt  I,  :\\\t\  tl,f  imi^r  .•ind  ('.•ickl.'  tli.it  till  rt  i>  vvitli  otiicr 
f  ilk>  lookiii'  into  li(  r  liii-irit  >>." 

\h  l,ll|;,r!H(|.  "'l'|i;it\  thr  town  I  i  f,  Ur  WrlT  t.llkill^ 
■•lllollt." 

"T'lip.    'li-.      \'oii   (■  in't    nr\(  r   mi  t    mi   (|iii,  t    in    tlic 

♦  "^wi.  I.incv  i.  in'  aluMit  in  a  loun  likr  ur  arc  now. 
Wliy.  till  Maviiiii-h  would  kirk  \  on  up  .nul  p,|^|,  yoii 
on  ht  lore  you'd  a-knovv  ulicrc  V(ni  was.  I''olks'<l 
"'\'l"  ]«  i\<-  lis  aloiir  anywIniiN  if  tlnv'd  a-liilp  it. 
What  liusini  vs  i>  it  ot'  tll.•ir^  what  \\r  do< -,  with 
ourNi  Im'^  '  " 

"Hut  hi n-  thiv  (hin't  h  i\r  yoii  alone  inh'rilv,  do 
tlnyr"  he  >aid.       "What  ,d)oi:t   the  keeper^.'" 

She  >ii4h.d.  *•  Hire  we  can  dod;;e  th.in  a  hit.  I've 
otlin  \itr.l  dad  >ay  that  t  hi  n 's  nothin'  i^ive^  lu-  inon- 
plea-iire  than  to  juit  up  the  tan  on  a  hit  of  <rround 
uh.ic  fhen'N  a  not  ire  np  to  >ay  no  camp's  allowed. 
It'>  some  lime  afore  they  take^  the  troiihle  to  conu' 
round  and  tarn  you  off.  Hut  tlity*>  few  i  r  and  fewer 
campin'  M-,-o,iiids  left.  Soon  they'll  take  then  all 
•aw  ay." 

And  what  will  yoii  and  \oiir  people  do  tlun?  " 

"(io  to  .Xmcriky."  she  replied,  with  a  deep  sitrh. 
"  IJiit  I  don't  wanter  o-,,.  ^'mi  -.  e,  I  was  harn  in  the 
I'orot  and  live<l  \er  all  my  day>,  and  it  wun't  l)c  the 
s.nih-  now  lures  el>e.  Here  wi'  ktiows  all  the  heats,  and 
all  the  pith>  and  the  keep,  rs  and  .virythink;  there  wiM 
he  no  1).  t  ter  than  t'urriin  rs." 

"  I  .-hould  like  to  know  what  harm  vou  do  that  can 
he  compared  \sith  the  devastation  left  hv  townspeople 
win  n  they  come  out  picnickini;'.  or  motorists  who  de-troy 
country  roads."  > aid  he. 

"  I'icknicker.s    nu  ss    up    prapjxT,    don't     tluv.'      An' 
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hiiilil    (iii<    mi    tlii     tri''"iii(l.   .ui'l    tlh     1^1  I  |)i  I--,   ilnii't    s.iy 

a     ll\      to     "(III.       Til.-lt*^     1  l^^  ,      liilt      1-.        S'liiii-     (if     tilrV 
h(  l|)c   r^    1^    <|nL;s." 

SIm  tniil,  iqi  .1  I'll  re  (pf  (|i,ii|  111'  icKi  11  .'iriil  (•|ii\\m1  it 
l)(t«(<ti  li(  r  til  III.  'I'll' II  >lic  lit'liil  li.  |-  lacr  to  liiiu  .iiiil 
.siiiiliil  In  r  [MiiliiiK    In  iiitil'iil   ^iiiili  . 

**  l''iMiiiv  >ort  (it'  :'ni|o  mmi  .in.  airt  vour"  nIu 
said. 

"  Am  I .'  What  mil,.  -  \Mii  tliink  that  -  " 
'■  I  (liiniio.  I  xMiulilii't  talk  to  any  of  (iiir  nun  as 
1  hifl  talkiii'  to  Mill.  'I'll'  vM  lliliik  I  ua>  (li\W.  I 
Iiiiaii>  al)(i:it  -|ililiu'.  aiiij  all  tliit.  Hut  y"!i'n- 
dill"'  lent.  ^  (111  t  iki-.  it  iiat'ial.  \\'liat\  Mr  wit',  iki, 
Adam.'" 

lie  \^  a>  -ill  lit.  Niir|inv'(l  at  t  In-  ([lu  ^t  kmi. 
She    \Ni^    liiiikinn'   iindi  r   \n  r   tliick    I  i^Ik ->   at    liiin   in   .'i 
«av     that     uas    ha't'     ml>cliii  I",    hilt'    ciinniiiLr.       '*  .\iiiit 
(irraiiV  told  me  ^In    wc  re  a  \a>-ahl(    |ii( cc  ot   oond-." 
"  What  (111  1  art  Ii  do  M    i  iin  an  .' 

'*  Slif'vc  Lfcni  oil  «  itli  anotlu  !■  iiiu-li.  Iia\(  n"t  ^hc'  '' 
'■'I'liat'^  not  for  vmi  or  nic  to  talk  alioiit  to^i  tin  r, 
child."  In  -aid.  with  siidihn  u  itlidravs  al  ot"  I'mifidi  ncc 
"  I.iiok  Ini'i-,  \i  ir  ratlnr  will  In  uaiitini;'  tln-r  .•sticks 
it'  We're  to  cook  dinner  to-day.  \\  e  iiiiist  .start 
h.i.k." 

'•  Awri^lit."  -.lid  -he.  in   the  voice  ot"  one    iccii-'omed 

to    (il      V     and     pl.li    (te     llle    lll.lle.        she    thiCW     lleT     Iilllldlc 

o\(  r  her  -Iniiildir.  holdini,^  it  liy  the  end  of  rope,  .and 
I  l;;iii  to  u.ilk  hick,  kickiiiLT  occ.ision.dly  at  the  dc.id 
1,  iM  -  >  ith  In  r  hoots.  ;ind  o'.i/.lno;  hack  at  him  with 
a  -mile.  H.di  reliicl.uitly,  he  took  hi-  hundle  too  and 
followid  111  r. 


(  HAl'Tl  I{    MI 


DiNM  11,  fnr  u!,h!:  I.Vil.lnli  lMt  ;,  Im.IHiv  n;.(l  iri.ss 
"•'^    <"m|)ii-il    •yl'    ;i    ,l,u     ,,i'    l-ihint.         Th,     |,;>|n|-_\     uf    til,. 

riMiit  x\a>  ii'it  viiiu  li>.il',  ,1.  |,nt  it  «  i,  i\c,  Ihnt"  i.itiii:f, 
.iMil  all  four  p.trtnuk  .>f  it  in-,  ly,  aftn-  wliich  \hv 
'""I'  ^  "'  '■'  !"-'.!  to  tlir  tu,.  t,  ni,  1^.  uIh.  h  1,1  .-it 
tl  icni-Iioiit     tl.r    111.  il    ii|..i!i    i!ir;r    stiii,i[,_v    talN,    tii.'ir 

lindi,  ,  ,|ni\.ril|M-  uill,  :,,llirl|,ati,,il.  I.y.Mntl  >,t  ,)i| 
an  ll|itllltl,,l  luick.t  :  fh.-  ratcat,  II,  I-.  ulso.r  .airi-lilll- 
•""'  ili(i<»i  il.iu:iiati>iP.  (Ill  flir  :;n)iin,l:  aiiij  tin-  two 
^wiiii.  II  iii,t  uifliiii  tli,  .ip,  II  p.irt  n(  til.  tnit.  'I'll,. 
!""■'■  "I'  pi.  riKuil,  \\..>  lip. Ill  tl:.  ra!  ,'it,|,,T;  with  tlic 
I  '"k  "f  a  man  >,  tllijiLT  '1""  n  »"  .'.inC.i-t  he  (ill.  ,i  and 
lit  lii>  lilafk.  IK  li  clav.  Aunt  (i.rinii  f.^jjou,.!  hi,  ,  a- 
aniplr.  .M.irv  n>llr,i  h,  i.,  If  ,•,  "  ("im-."  and  ,li,|  tl,.'  >  ihr. 
fur  l.yddoii. 

■■  1  -^iA  aiiotli.T  sua_VL;lrr  pipe  in  til.-  van  uliat 
"ly  (lid  Hindi  n-i'd  t.»  -iiKikr."  ,,id  Aunt  (icrania. 
"  \  oil'-.'  uihaiiiic  t(i  it.  iiiv  ^-i  null  linn.  |-'a;j,-^  is  for 
ydlllii,^  <;als  ;  ||irrc">  IM)  i'illitlii.  --,  ill  ;i  t'a^-." 
I  It  tliaiikcd  111  r,  Imf  (It clin.  d. 
Hr  aiii  t  L;('iir  to  >.in,iKc  y,)iir  mM  himi*^  pipe."  said 
.M  11  y.  .-candalix-d  at  li.  v  ^nm.;<  -t ion. 

"'•"''is  ciiranltc  i^  t'niity  .  noii-li."  viid  I.vijdon. 
"It  i>  -troii;;,!-  tohacco  than  I  •■vri-  hm-."'  Ilr  ava.ilial 
''I'll-''}'  <d'  tkc  pii c'  of  IniiiiiiiL;-  s'icK  ul,I,.|i  the  ^rirl 
'i' 'd.  a.'id  die  11  I;,  r  o'Aii  aft.  !-\\  ird-.  Within  the 
''lit-  upiin  uhicli  thf  Min  had  shonr  f',,|-  ..,,i  hour, 
addiPLT  it-  u  iniith  to  that  of  the  fire,  it  u.as  hot  in 
^I'it''    'd'    the    op.  n    tntranci-.    and    ih..    M'iil    loll,,!    back 
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];i/ilv  ;ii:,:iin-t  ;i  li.'ii,^  nf  -iriw.  cla-piiiu^  f'lic  ktur  in  her 
i';i\(niritr  .'il  t  it i'di  ,  ,'inil  inicon>i-Inu-!  V  dl^iil  ivint;-  tl-.e 
linr  of  liu- liii,  voiin;;  l)r(.i-t.  Tli.  licit  irnvc  lin-  ;i  rich 
colour,  her  w.  H-moiililMl  thront  w.o  hkc  old  ivory.  ;iri(l 
tl,,  ,■,<!  hr-KJ-  ami  hrio-lit  'K^iclmf  .itl'oi.i.  il  tlir  contrast 
which  111  V  -kill  III  iili  (1. 

••Whit     a    hraiitilnl     vonii--    aiiiui.il    it     i-."*     tlioii^dit 

L\(iilon. 

"  she  -mill  il  at  him.  a-  it"  coii-cioii^  that  he  ua-;  aihiiir- 
liiLC  hrr.  hut  ai  .■!  [itinu;  it  a-  iia!ur:l.  It  ua-  a  i^n  iitlc, 
halt'  nil  land  I'ly  •.mile. 

-I    fill-    that    -lii])\-.'"    -hi-    <liclari(],    uitli    half-hut 

cVi-. 

"  Wi  II.  -oo  to  -!.  I  |)  th.i  I!  ;  \vho"<  hindrrin'  _\oiir  ""  -aid 
Aunt  (iiiMnia. 

Till-  himlranci-  cana'  -udikiilv  from  without.  'I'lurr 
was  the-  -oumi  of  a  tootf  dl  upon  within-d  K  avr-.  the 
foott'all  of  a  mm  uitli  h(a\_v  -hm-  \v  ho  trod  without 
rco-ard  I'or  oh-tacli-  an. I  did  not  pick  his  way.  None 
of  thi-  four  outca-l-  took  iiotici  of  it.  thinkini,^  it  oiu' 
of  the  nil  u  fi-iim  tin    two  mi^hhourino;  camj)-. 

Hilt  III  thr  111  \t  iii-tant.  without  warnintT.  'i  voiia^ 
liroki  in'o  thiir  Tuace,  and  a  man  -food  In  tluir  niiil-t 
as  -iiddi  n!\  a-  thoii^^li  he  had  dropped  from  the 
clouds. 

lie  w.i-  a  tall  lean  man  of  -.onie  >i\ty--e\(n  years; 
h!-  hair  wa-  white,  hi-  face  pale  with  the  jiallor 
ot'  old  a^-e,  hut  healthy  a-  if  much  of  hi-  life  had 
luiii  -pill!  hineatli  the  -ky.  Hi-  no>c  and  lyc  s  wiie 
hi-  mo-t  -dient  fealiii'i-.  'i'hi  formei-.  w  lde-iio>t  rilh  <i, 
hooki  d.  Iuu!i-!iri<ieed.  nohle.  w.'is  th.e  no-e  of  a 
patriarch,  of  a  man  of  -tintiij;  pir-ondity.  'I'lie  eyc<, 
dark  aii.l  pi,  rein  LI.',  were  half  \edid  h\  lioriiv  lid>, 
almo-t  ki-!.le-,-.  thoiieh  the  hrow  -  a!)o\e  them  were 
tliick    and    whiti     and    .-hao:"-v.      His    heard    and    niuus- 
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ticlic    liid    ill'     |ii\w  |-    portimi    >>(    lu-^    f.icr  :    tln'    clntlirs 

he   \\(/n     WrVr   tild^r   (it    .1    Wi  11    iii    ili>    [m  :i-,i!    t    111    lli^    SllIlillV 

Aunt  (li  laiiia  >;it  up  u  it  li  .i  ji  ik. 

"  W'lioi wr  will  lit    ~,i\i(l  '"  111  ^'aii  till-  did  man  in  a 

liMiil.  -.DiiiiriiM^  \iiici-,  r.ii'iii^-  DiK    li  iii'l. 

Mar'.'  >tar((l  at  luiii  with  a  iluiiili.  t'lsciii at nl  look; 
tlir    rat  I'at I'll!  r    cdntinurd    Ut    >iiinkr    a>    it    no    I'lh'    was 

tli.Tc. 

'I'lic  >tl-allL;Tr  look  not  \\\r  ~!lL;l:t(  -I  ii..iici-  of  Ilis 
frigid  nccption.  Ilr  licL^'an  to  (|uoti-  Sri-ijitiird  warii- 
'u)'^>,  and  tliiii,  piittmi^  hi>  head  nL;!it  into  tin-  tent. 
hrt\W'(  n  the  two  x'aia  d  u  oiiitn.  lie  <-oiit  inniil    - 

"  I-ook    at    tlii^    tin  !       l\'>   Imrninn',   i^n'l    it.    fi':iii(NP 


It    i>    nd  iiot 


it"^    U  i;at     lull     i>     like.    Ml  V     t'lU  n 


tliat^  u  hai  the  lull  i>  like  i!iat">  pr^pinni;-  I'oi"  voii 
it'  \nu  don't  I'l  pi  lit  '  ""  lIiN  t\i  caii;^']!!  a  MiiaJl  uood- 
loil-r  lalioI'lollNJN-  t  I'ax  rl  1 :  n  i;'  lip  ti:r  lil'ouii  M.iiikct. 
Ill  pickrd  it  up  liitwiiii  lii>  lin^-r  and  tlnini!),  and 
droppid  it  into  tl.i-  iiiid-t  of  tlic  >tick^.  'I'Ihit  ua^  ;i 
litll,'  -jiuttrr. 

•■ 'I'liat  pool-  iiiMct  lia--  flit  for  a  xcond  what  Vf)H 
'A  ill  fill  for  ('iiituru-.  and  ciiifurK-,  fru  nd^,  if  vmi 
don't  turn  to  Ilim  tliat"-.  uadin;^  for  \oii  to  |-i  pi  nt. 
Tliink  of  it  I  Tliink  of  tlir  a;^ronv  of  it.  tin'  ti  rrihli' 
l)ain 

■*  Bi  Li'iMH'.  you  old  \arnuiit."  ^aid  Aunt  (irrani.i, 
ri 'ai\  rriiii:;  In  t-m  It'.  "'('all  \iii;rMlf  di  li^iou-  and  ta'k 
tliat  \\a\N,  -carin^i;  tin-  lifi  citii-  t'olk-.  wliat'vr  donr 
you  no  liariii!  \\r'-r  lioiir-'t  pi  opli  ;  what  caU'-;  it 
of  \oui'>  to  coiiu-  droppiii'  our  li\i  ->tock  into  thr  tire!' 
'J'hi'  I.ard'll  knaw  Inttir  tkni  to  li-ti  n  fo  tkr  liki^  o' 
_\oii  \\iiin  Ill's  di  dm'  o:it  fin  .'.i.d  lM';;ii~tii!i!  .  ^'on 
111  yoiiiMlf  oir.  and  if  \ou  v'.iiits  lo  pnac'i.  \ou  ^oo 
ai;d  pn  acli  to  llu-y  'i^*  want.-,  to  hi  ar  you." 


so 
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■' \\'nni;i  M.  if  t!ii>  ni'ulit  tli\'  -iiiil  l;c  i-M|uirMl  of" 
tl.oc " 

AnnI  (iii'.ini.i  >[>i'.iTiL;'  up  in  .1  ^iiddi  11  ra^i',  >('.itt(  riii;^' 
t  111    |il  ifi  ^  ;iii(|  M  iiiliiit^-  I  lir  li  rriu  ~  fl\  iii:^'. 

•'   Hi'    dii'   U  itil    Vnll,    V'Ml    ulil    rriitur.*"        She   >f);lt 

ii\ii"   In-    |i  t'l    ^linnl.l'  i-.      ••  (!(!((    ;iii"    likr    y  \-    unlucky 

f.iCt     -.Mill  V,  li(  I't  >    .  Nc  .     \nU    I|i-t\-    liilU     iiltl    \    i^.iliiilli    I"' 

A  ti>rr(  III  of  .-iliu^c  !'(  11  I'riMu  Jin-  lip-. 

'l'li(  iild  M.iii  >tiii'il  uruM()\(.|.  lii>  \(iicc  r,'i!^i(i  to 
(li'nu  11  111  )■-.  Tiir  (liu  \v,i>  iti(l(>cril),i!:!r.  The  ral- 
(■.■itcl.i  I  -ini  knl  (Ml  |)Iaciilly,  .Mii'\'  >.-it  li.ilt'  lixjiiint  i^cd, 
I.\i!(!(iii    li.ul    Mil    !i\ -t(  :-w  il     uiij)!il>f    til    laui^Ii.       Aunt 

(iir.Uiia   >(■!■(  .Mill  1!    I  \  il'V    1   pi  I  lit  I    -jn'  cnuM    !  I  \     I  Ml-    tiUIL^Ill- 

to.  .-11111  f'i-''):i  \''i-  ^liaii:;.'!  < 'v  i-\-  novs  and  a;^-iin.  ulnii 
>lli-  paii-id  i'.r  liiialli,  (-aiiir  1  li-- u  mit  1  d  ^'lll(iu-t>  ill'  l)l!)- 
lical  -ouiid.  I. rani  oiilv  in  tlir  hrii-f  lull. 

|-'iirdl\'.  a^  tinu!_^!i  111  raliii  di-daui  ratlni-  tli  in  ill 
iiit  iniidat  inn.  f  lie  tall  >t  ran  ^-ii-  1111  )\  1  il  nil",  and  thcv  In  ard 
hi--  \  nicr  r,'  !>i  d  in  a  l;a--~  (-kant. 

Aunt  (ii  |-aiiia  >aiik  doun  -jui  clili--^  and  t  n  nihlui^-. 
'I'lic  rat  -ralcliii-  Ini.ki  d  at  lirr. 

'•  W'liviM  r  did  you  -it  on  tin-  poor  old  diniilo  like 
that,  (icra.nv.-      Tki  ri-  ain"t  ini  lianu  to  Imn." 

*■  ('o;iiin'  y.  r  \'.  il!i  lii--  unlucky  t'arr!'"  >l:i-  ijaspcd. 
"Talk  ot'  nil-  d\in'  to  iilt^ld,  cm  la'  Wiil,  I  hopi- 
lii'il  die  to-nitilit.  :'^i'-i\  I  warr'nt  nud-.  ari  I)u\\lus 
won't  l)c  a..>  jiliasid  to  -  I  lam  -i>  tin-  old  fool  icc-kons 
for." 

"  Slioon  to  hint."  s.-iiil  tin  I'at catc-In  r.  Miiokin^ 
■pi  i(-idl\-.       *■  Sini,in'  \  ini>  to  tin    holln  -." 

"  A  line  ik  Imioii-  man  In-  i-."  >-iid  \i;iit  (ii-ranla, 
>.till  [rintiiiL;-.  "Wkiirsi  In  (\cr  put  h;>  hand  nto 
!,i,  pock.!  lor  the  like,  of  v.-^'r  All  h.-  troul)K>  about 
i^  hi---.i  !!"  ami  makin*  other  t'olk>  li^tiii  to  hi>  >tiiikin* 
rafiil's     Old    ta"k.      Ilc'd    "vc    >iood    IniT    jircacliin"    till 
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st-ir-tiiiic    it'    iM    ".i"    1,  t    liini.    Ill,'    (ilil    v,i^il)(,ii' .       And 

I'llll    !i()l     .1     !M>l:.li    liritli,   r.         IJl.I.i;-     i,    l)(,!)n(i     \n    [)l-.;l.'!l, 

''■■'    fli'if    l'ii-ii!'->.    loiik."    >!i,-    -,.uil.    caliniiio-    .-i    ii'tll,.. 
Miul    tun  in--    ti)    l.vddnti.       ••■|'1,,\\.'    p.iid    tor    it.    .iiid 

tllcV    >L't-.    .-ll^nllt     if     (■i\i|.  |5i,t      l!,,\-     (!:il-   !l't     CI,!!'.'     In   Ic 

uith   till  1 1-   tMlk  ;   t!,(_V   knou-   I,,  ti,  y  unv   tll.'il."' 

"  A  r,idi.u\  a  pii-Min/"  Marv  ( Aplair.id  tn  I.vdddii. 
'•  \'nii  f.a-o-if-,  tic  la-liai  in  fl-c  wa^-dii  piiiitrd  uitli 
!f\('-.."'  >aid  >l)r  til  lit  1-  aiini . 

'•'lli(rt">     no     liar?n     in     I'c."     ^aid     tin-     old     uonian. 


11    >     civil,     lie     i> ;      ill' 


1 1  o  n   I       w  1  - )  1      \  n ',  1      1 1 1  I  \- 


*' 'I'licn's  no  liann  in  tlii>  old  i\]],y  ncith,  r,"  p,!-- 
M~lcd  the  rat catclj  r.  "Ih"-  not  li^jit  in  jii.  >lh  ito. 
'I'll.  11%  lilt,  (,f  fiilk-  uliat\  not  i1l;;,I  in  flnir  -In  i  ro 
tliaf>  n(\cr  cliiwMl  in  tip-  di\\\k.'n.  I  vccnl  t.  II 
douii  at  the  piihlic  that  on  his  u.  ddin*  i\.i\,  a-,  he 
conic  out  of  churcl!.  dr  dikkcd  >onic  t.iit-  -tickin" 
out  of  the  fu//  liudio.  ![.■  lift  the  voun--  }i-n\r\  ]„',{ 
.iu^f  nnniiiei'id.  and  oti'  he  ucni.  and  -laved  preachin" 
to  f  hem  till  it  u  a>  dark."' 

"  I  wan-'nt  lii.>  joo\el  u  idh  d  -lieM  adi  Ihd  >oine  other 
nuiMi. 

It  he  (■.ifclics  h(  r  a-l  iii;4liin\  tliev  -av.  lie  ta'k-.  at  her 
;dl  ninht."" 

'•  Dordil  if  I'd  a  nnidi  like  that  there  .,ld  .look,  1,   IM 

>oonel-   >()\e    i[-    the    fohcr.         she   oUo-ht,!'   (hi    hini    when    he 

^■et-  ta'kiir." 

"It's  a  lad^-c  lie  didn't  riinnin  r  tute,  (Jeranv." 
remarked  the  rat-catcher,  with,  a  (jui.  t  '^iiu.  "  lt">  a 
]>ity  he  didn't  marry  vou." 

>hc  ri[)lied  with  a  r.  mark  in  the  Honimv  lie-t  uii- 
t  ran  dated,  and  thtn  turiii  d  to  I,\,Mon. 

"I'm  all  ai,riin>t  tliev  folk-  what  comes  and  ta'ks 
dt]i;j,ioUs    to    us,"   said    she.      "I'>   ^'yp>v    uomili    works 
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li.u'il  ill  <ini'  li\i>  till"  i\cr\  lilt  (if'  l/i'i  ui  \\i  (.'iK,  .■mil 
\\i  iliin't  li.ivi  I!')  time  like  till'  l,;ilii  >  uh.if  ■~iU  >till 
ill  tliiii-  liuii-i  V  Id  |ir;iy  III  (iiiil  ,ihi'iit  tliiiii^-  we  lias 
to  -n  mil  .iiiij  .nil  MiiMi  I  liiii^'.  Milt  IIi'll  not  tarn  \i> 
(lilt  iif  1,1  i\ill  till-  lll.it.  Ill  (li.  li  t(i  -a\c  U^  all,  lliiw, 
.li'lirt  III  -  Tliaf-  uliat  I  >a\-.  1 1'  I  wii/  ni  pray  fur 
daily   liii  111    wiliiniit    .^fi!!*   (  i:t    \<t   a;ii   it.   "twiidn't    dniji 

fVdl!!    Il     l\  t!l.    llMlls."" 

I.\ddiiii  iitlii'id  a  -(HilliiriL:,'  (  iMi;iiiMii]il,icc,  and  Aunt 
(ii  I'ariia  itIiI    \\<  v  piiic 

'■  .M  \'  'i!d  iiiiitlii  r.  --Iir  wii/  a  L;-iiiid  nid  woiriaii.  Slu_: 
liked  III  1'  di'iij)  ill  tatti  [laniii  v^liiii  sIk  ciiuld  ^'i  t  it, 
liiit  wild  dmrt  i'  Will  II  -!:■■  \s>.>  ad\ni'  \m  x  iif  t'nr 
till'  ra>liii.  Iiiit  he  iiiAtr  (■(iiiir  foy  tld'cc  dav^,  and 
iliiii   ^!m    \\a>   \iv\   far  ^iUir.       '('nine  and    I'ead  pravi  rs 

(Hit     dt'     tile      IJiiile."    '      .--ax^     >!le      to      lillil      U  lien     lie     ('(lllled. 

And  w  1,1  II  lie  eiit  [ira\in'.  ^lu-  -•a\>  to  lam,  'I  ran 
sa\  thai  I  ne\(i-  lillid  any  mie  aintiiinii'  tliat  ua-. 
untnie.  ;uid  ikmi-  acted  di>liiine-t  liv  an\  (Uie  all  ni\ 
liti."  \\  111  II  lie  ciinie  (lut  lie  sa\>  t(i  nie,  "I'd  no 
notion,"  >a\'^  lie,  'that  \oiir  motlier  was  >ucli  a  eood 
old  \Minian.''  Sieii;'  In  i-  diio  liv  in  the  cart,  look, 
Miinkin'  hi  r  laitty,  and  -milur.  he  never  thoiiijiit  to 
find  ho\\  delii;iou^  ^h(  v^a-.  .iii^l  .■itore  she  died,  >he 
liol|ei-rd  nie  f'liiiM  the  Van.  M'onie,  (iirania,"  slic 
.say>,  '1  XI  >  a  IfUitit'ul  ^'ardi  n  full  of  flowers.' 
'What  colour  i^  the  flower^,  mother?'  I  -av^.  'All 
colonr^,*  ~he  ^av^.  '  Imt  mn-t  on  '(  ai  white.  Some; 
on  ein'^  faihd,"  sh(  -i\-.  I  wint  in.  and  >lie  >avs, 
'  ^'ou  '■liiiuld  lia\e  come  u  hi  11  I  holli  red  \ou,  and  then 
you'd  '\e  ^ei  II  'eiii.' 

"  Sh.e  11-' d  III  veil  t!o,(ix  o\er  111  ( '1 1 !' I -t  ch  urcli."  >nu\ 
the   l:,i    cald  ,  V   in   i  •,;!:  Patjen   fo    I.vddun. 

'  kii-liti  li\seiit  I'f  the  I'ere  I.il  iTe  iiiueh  .■i[i[)r('(ia tctl  tiy  Ncm- 
l-'erc'-t    {.'\  (.MCS. 
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'■  It    \\;i>ii*t    till  \-  f^l^^.|•^  ,>lif  ^lu  ,'*    ,.iiil   Aiiiit   ( it  r;ui:;i 
iiiili^ii  intlv.        Il'i-     (l.rL     I  _vi^     urr<      liriiiiiiiitii;"     with 

t>  .ir^.  •■"Dull"!  \nll  -II-  ikiIkhIv  ~t:ill(llIlLr  thrVr''  I 
>.IVn.  'Ni'.  IM)  nln  ."  >lli'  -l^-;  '  iill'v  the  !)•  .lilt  ll'lll 
fiiivur-.''        'I'li.it     \v;i-      |U-t     :il(i|i'     -111-    (Ih  (I.        >iii'     w.'l-     ;i 

I'lKiil  \V(i!iiMii,  tl,i-  nniir  (lid  ill  If.  it  I  \ I  1'  tl.iii  was 
dill'.  M  \'  (lul  (III  (I  uhii)  \U'  uiic  littli.  .iinl  --111'  li.'ul 
ti)  .irii  I'lif  II-  .ill  .1  Ini!'  (if  Ijm.kI  1.1(1  til  l.i>t  u>  lur 
tlir«  I-  (l.iv-  till  II.  I  ciii  ti  il  \  oil."" 

'"  IJllt   liou'  (lid  -111-  (.'tiii    it:  "  ;i-'kii1    l.Vililnll. 

"Oil,  1)V  xllln'  finuii-  ;inil  |ni;>  .nul  tli.it.  .-iiiil  (imn' 
a  lilt  (if  (liiiiki  riiT  ikiw  ami  ai^^i  ii.  Tin n-  w.i-  .•>(ime 
I'lilk-  a-  was  ;^(Mi<i  \n  \\-.  (>ll<i-  -In-  '^ni  ;i  li.ir  1)_V 
(iiiiikciiir  and  tli.it  \\,-i-  all  tliron^-li  an  artl-"  ;j;(Ihi1i'- 
III  in  what  !i\c(l  down  au,'.aiii-t  Lviidliiir-t .  W'l-  was 
('aiii[i((l  tifi  liv  .Min-ti.id  .Mill.  ,'iiid  tluri'  w,i>  two 
l.idit'-.  .-tavin'  up  ,it  tin-  ('(Uiiptcii  Ann-.  Wlnri  niv 
niiitlitr  i-.'illiti  in  at  tlic  (j,-(  niiliiii.Mi"-  with  hi  r  lif-kct 
dill-  d.i\  the  two  ladii-  w  u/  tliiTi-,  ludkin'  at  Ins  picti  rs. 
Ill'  .du.iv-  had  .1  I  'i-.i-.int  wiii'd  for  hir,  ,ind  tin-  two 
l.idir-  tliiv  a-kfd  111  r  to  d(iiiki-r  tlniii.  She  -.iv-,  "  Not 
tii-d.iv,  niv  jii'rttv  I.idii -.  till'  st.iis  i-n"t  rp^ht  lor  it, 
Init  I"!l  coiiK'  and  dookt  r  vmi  to-inorrow  iiji  \i\  Stoin-v- 
cro--.*  She  s.'iid  th.it  artt'id.  look.  In cui-c  if  a  l.idy 
or  <j,i  niilLiiian  juil-  thiir  hand  in  tluir  jiocki  t  -iid.K  ti, 
witliout  f\|)t('tin*  it.  it"-  .-i\[uii('('  in-'cid  of  .i  -hilliii;,'. 
Kilt  it"  tin  V  knows  Miirrr  coniiir  .a^iinrpo-f  to  set' 
tliiiii.  thrv  111-'  to  ;;iv('  voii  a  hit  cxtry  -o  a-  not  to 
look  uKaii.  And  tlu-f  w.is  rich.  look.  l{(-idi-,  niy 
iiiotlirr  wiiz  afraid  tin  v  iniLi'ht  -nii  II  tin-  droji  of  drink 
-lu'd  h.id  that  d.iy.  So  -Ik-  -;i_v-.  *  If  I  tril-  _\oit  true. 
vou"ll  not  f'lro'it  to  tnat  the  poor  u\p-y  wdin.-in  h.ind- 
-o;ii(.',  will  VoM,  inv  prrttic-r'  'I'l.it  iNiTiin'  -hi-  wrnt 
up  to  till-  ^ji-niili  ni.in  .nid  -  iv-  -hi-,  *  T'or  tin-  love  ot 
.M  idiivvlu-.     niV    di  ir.'     s.-iv-    .iln-,    'till     iiu'     all     aUout 
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tlicy^^^-aii.iis.  I  n-nt  t.i  rlnokcr  lli(in  to  iiiorniw.*  Tl,,. 
arti\"  lie  laii-li.d  to  \h\-\  |,i^>,  If.  /ur  lir  tnl,l  lu  r  all 
"''•''  -'"■  "anlci  f,.  kiK.u,  "cis  |„.  k,|,,u((|  tJHiii  lip  ill 
I.liriDon.  .\iul  til.-  II, xt  ,i,v  ulan  tlay  caiiu.  to 
'"■     (lii'-knvd.      vnii      shonld      have     >.-,  n     tlnir     facas ! 

Sll(M     (look.Idl      til,  in     a>      tJKvM     Il,\(l-     JH,,!     'in„k.T,d 

'"■'■'"•'••  *  I.ani  1,1,  ^^  us  ami  >av.-  u,.'  tla-v  .sav>  to 
'■^'■''  fitlHr.  •  tlir  uoiiiatr.s  a  u  itcli  -  - 1  liat'  >]\v  i- !  ' 
And  tlu_v  -iv  li.r  a  h/.r,  that  lli.y  did  -  a  ^roKkn  Miv- 
VI lin." 

"  Do  voii  t,  II  t\)rtiinr>.-  ""  Lvddon  ask,,!. 

"  SoiiM'tiin,  >.**  sjic  nplitd  caiilioiidv.  '"At  a  Iioii^f 
ulni-c  I  call-  sonicliniis  tli,rf  w.-s  a  voiiii-;-  ladv  as 
wanird  t!u  car.l-  laid  for  |„  r,  hut  I  .aiil  I  couldn't  do 
it,  liccaiiM'  til.'  oilur  ladies  is  d,liM-i,,uv.  and  tlii-'sc 
;4<)<i<l  (ai>t<ini.rs  of  niin.-.  J{i>id, ,,  voi,  ha.,  to  he  careful 
tilts,,  davs  or  th.y  his  you  f,u-  it.""  A  prot'oiirid 
imlanclioly  darkened  her  fac,-  as  die  puU'ed  at  h,  r  pipe, 
tlM'  nulancholy  of  „nc  who  felt  the  hand  of  civilisa- 
tion ua^  a-aiust  her  i-Mide  of  life  aiul  her  shifts  to 
^'tt  a  Ii\in^. 

Mary  rai-ed  herself,  leant  forward  and  threw  the 
<iid  of  her  cin-arctte,  which  she  had  smoked  until  it 
burnt  lier  lips,  info  the  tire. 

"  Till  i^-oin'  into  the  wood  for  a  hit."  she  said  al)rui)tlv, 
;,^(ltliin-  to  h.r  fe(  t.      "  V,,ii  coniin".  Adamr  "' 

He  had  a  >clf-protecti\e  i;istinct  ao-ain-t  her  as 
slie  stood  there,  her  dark,  thin  face  full  of  -jiKudid 
colour,  lur  silver  rin^^s  n-|,.aniinir  on  her  hrown  and 
smoky  hands,  and  replied  that  he  thou^dit  he  would 
remain. 

••  Awrin-ht."  die  said  inditrerently.  She  shook  wood- 
ash  and  tohacco^adi  off  h<r  skirl.s.  Milled  her  ^Mudv 
kerrlii(  f.  and  l.eoau  to  walk  away.  Then  she  paused  and 
turned  round. 
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'  *".'^'""'    '"'-'''    '•"""■•    I'"^'-"   -'i,|    J;,,    v.;, I,    )„.,    ,„.r. 

,  Mia>,Nr.  n,nnu,|v  M.trutiv..  ,„„!..       -  1   !,k,..   to  talk  to 

.s"nir  (III,-,  and  111,  iv">  imtliin'  t.,  ,1,.." 

-Th.n.-.   r,,..  to  Ih.  ^atlH,v,|/'  .aid   fl,..   rat  rafrlaT. 
:  ■*  ''It  am  t  In.   )()li,  if\  v(Mir>  " 

:-Al!.n;;I,t.-     :,al    I,s,l,|.,n.    -  Til    ^o   .ill.    ^ou    ami 

"'";■''.     '"■•■•■''  '•■'trlHT   I ,1    1,;,,,.   ,„,,    c,,,,,,^^,,,    ,,^^, 

i  ^nl    M.o    t!,,.    l,n..,.    ami    ,ih,,-    mI=  n,v    of    (h,.    „„.„,. 

I  luy    .h,l    not    .1.....,,,,,.    i,.    ,,,,,,„    ,.„.    j,^,    ^^^___^_,       . 

Ina,  .      An    old    uoukui,   Ik,-   la.v    .o    fnrrou,.!   |,v   a-v 

I  wm       'l       V      r   '".'"-''-'-f    inluunan.   pa....r  tiK  ■„ 

I  ;''',■■'  '""""'■"'    H<-'I<m   liM-  l.ark.  a  ,,ua,-f..,-  of  a  ,nil.. 

iurWnv  o„,  and    na/.,|   at    flu,,,   without   ^prakin-       SI,.. 

IJ'i^    ^hv^  uhIou-    of   an    ol.i    ,l.,.r-,,oarl.,.r,    l,„i     h,U    n„, 

■  n.v.f.rs  n.>tin.-fiv,-  hostility  fo.-  non.a.l..  H,,-  ..yrs 
I  -Mvah  thnr  wrinkh.l  l,d.  u.av  l.anl  a>  ,fom  ,  as  ■-I,. 
I              Jo,.|^^■d  a^  the  yo.mn-  man  and  ;^-.il. 

■  S,.nKtl.ii.<<  in  tlu.  in.,uiMfis7,„>>  of  h,.,  .,,,  ,,,„„,,i 
t.)  conpl.  tlun.  to...th,.r.  and  Ly.idon  l„.!i,n.d  hin-vlf 
Middc.nlytolnvaktheMl.ncx.  uh.Vh   tlu,v  ha.l   k.  ,,t,  an.l 

Hv  talked  of  sn.h  >„l,,..,.ts  a>  u.r.    m.u-  to  hi,  h-art- 

(!"■   -radual  .  ncroachn..  nts  of  lamlovwurs  and   h.,Il,j..r. 

upon  footpaths  that  ucv  onlv  ,i>,.f„l  to  va-r,,,,,-.    ,,|„; 

uciv    poweH..>s   t<.    .Iis,,„t..    thu'r    rinhf    of   u".v;    of    th,. 

;l'.ui,ir,„^.  of  tl...  lan.l  int,.  flu-  h.n.U  of  1  .nd..^  n,  r,  u  ho 
'■"1  no  hm.  for  it.  an.l  no   tol.ranr,.  fo,-  >.,d,  a,   th.v 
Hit    ookc.l  upon  ,t  sol,  ha.  a  n.r„„.v-pn..l.„;n:r  pn,p,  rtV' 
I.f.mml  Mary  as  int.  lli;,..Mt  a.  h,.  ha,i  ^n...  d  h,  r  hi 

'_>.       lake  nio>t  noniad>,  -h..  ua>  .puVk  of  uml,  r>tar.,lin..- 

„|ii>t  in  her  jndnin.  lit. 

^•Father  saw  tii,-   k...per  thi>   niirnin-  ui,:i,.   we   was 

j;"tt,n     sticks,-    said    she    at    leii.-lh.       ••  UV    ,hall    J..ave 

r.)-ii)orrow.  ' 
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'    What  H  pitv.       I  like  tlii-  U(i(i(l.       \-~  it  for  'riidriicv- 

1,111'  •• 

'■'riiil'^  Mulit.  Aunt  (ii  r.iiii.i*>  .i^iiiii'  to  •>[!(  .'ik  for 
\oii  for  a   |o!)  of  ciiiM  iiliriiii;-.  i  I'  von  <■  in  do  it." 

II'     U  ■!>  ■lliill>r(l   to  -11    t  li.lt    lu    liiil   III  I  II   t   ikt  II   M  l'ioU>I  V. 

Hut     In-    wi-,    III     tile    mood    to    lakf    \\liali\ir    caiiit'     to 

liiiii. 

"  Slic"\t-  t  iki  II  a  I'aiKy   to  \oil.  ^lif  havr." 

"Will.   tliat'>   iiiiitiial.       I    adiniri-  _\oiir  .\imt  (l(Tarii;i 

.'IS    mini!    a^    licr    naiin-.    \Nliirli     i>    oiir     I     iir\ir    luard 

lit  to  I  I  ." 

"I'niinv  salt  ol  iniiH.  I  call-  it."  .Marv  ntiiiind. 
"If  ut  i;o(  >  i||)  till  II.  Ad.im.  I  shail  hide  aloii^  with 
iiiv  iitlur  aiiiit,  and  Aunt  (iiraiiy  uill  o-oo  down  to 
lIcaMiily  Hottoiii  for  a  bit  with  lu  r  darttr  .Fiijia. 
Dad  iiia\  o(i()  olJ"  to  Hinn\Miod  on  a  rat -catcliiir  joli. 
So  vouM  ln>t  kt  r})  ill  flic  liollit^  mar  aiiiit'>  lum-f. 
thru  Wf  >liall  lie  inar  and  he  alili  to  lulp  voii  a  hit. 
'J'lifv'-  lots  of  iiiiim|)''i-s  111  till  liollii  s.  poor  criitiirs, 
hut  you  iHiihrt  have  uotliiir  to  >av  to  tluv.  One 
of  aunt's  ^iil^'il  ki  i  p  an  i-vr  on  tlic  tint  wliile  vou  <j;ovi 
to  w  ork." 

"I.ook  lirn."  lir  ~aid.  "uli.  II  I  made  that  har^r.iin 
with  you,  I  didn't  iin  an  to  Iiaii^  on  and  he  a  nui>aii(T. 
1  can  shift  i"or  inystlf  a>  udl  as  an\   one." 

"I  kii.iwv  that.  Hut  wc  docs  what  w  c  likes  to  do. 
lie  sides,  d  al'vc  ;j,ot  tucniy  live  pound  of  yoiirii,  and  if 
you  looki  d  as  if  you  didn't  hi  loii^  to  none  of  u-,  the 
kt.t'pir>  niioht  he  askin"  t|uc>l  ions." 

Still  the  idea  (d"  the  chani;-e  to  'riioriit  vhill  was  not 
pleasant  to  him.  To  live  in  a  wood  with  Marv  and 
her  father  was  one  thiii"',  to  live  mar  a  villa<n',  in 
close  daily  touch  with  rchitivcs  who  mi^ht  have 
neither  the  attractions  of  cleanliness  or  priinitiveness, 
was  another. 
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voii  Wire  tr.i\(  lllll;,^" 

-Sou.,  shall   a;:-,,,.  :.n,r  al,„.       UV  ;r,,„  rail  v  l.i.U 

•''";"^  '"'•".'''  ■^''>-  -^-l  "."M  u..  -.„,  ,„.  -/.untrv. 
■ui.l    vuu   ,„,:,ht   , •,„,„.   a!.,M-   u,ti,   ,„.      V,,,   ,„„i,i   ,,,;.„ 

;!  ';'!•  '''^'-  ^^''  'I'"-  a,,,!  ,n..vl,..  u..  oMiM  has,!  a  l„t 
»nrtl,.r  „or  ^^|,,t  u.  .1,,..  ,„,.-l  N,ar..  W,-  ,.,m,|,|  ,.,( 
,|n!)>  ali'ii;;'  tlir  m  i,|.  ' 

"I    >I"".U    Ilk.    thai,"    h..    ,v,,|i..|.       -Your  aunt    i,   a 
li'uis,   (lui  ||(  rr 

"Sh.-v,.  a-liv,,l   ;„   a  !,.„,„.  f„r  thirl  v   v,  ,r,    „„!   paul 
'"'•'■'.il   n-Iar,  nr.h.Ma-lu,,,  tu,  ,„  ,r..,it."  ,ai,l  M.rv 
'•^^l^t";^^.  ..„,;,.(,„.,..  th,  y  ;^,K..  >lra^JM  rrvpuki,,*  or 

••  In  K(rit.-  " 

'•  Nn.  -iMMit  y,;  nj.  a-ain.t  rarnhaiu  a.ul  Alton  an.l 
tliat. 

'M)h."  |„.  .said  ahsriitjy. 

IVrliaj.s  she  ,livi,„<i  -■o,,,,!  l,i„^.  „f  ,,1,,^  ,,  .,^  j.assi,,,, 
'"  li»  ;:>;'"l.  '■">•  sh,.  nuiark.,!,  " 'I'li^v  won-|  hoth.^r 
>'>ii.  J  II  till  th.in  yoii  ^^anfs  to  hid,-  ,|nl.  t.  'I'li.v'ro 
.•.-ju.-tahlc.  folks  uhat  know,  how  to  kip  th.ir  pla.v, 
look.  ' 

Tluy  uv.v  in  thr  d,.,,.  „f  lh,-  n-r.at  Laf  pav.d 
uood,  as  vast  and  cndosial  as  thr  Hall  of  Colunins 
HI  Karnak.  A-ainst  tlu-  skv  thr  n-tu<,rk  of  t.^i.-s 
|^-.>  t.n^nd  wth  n.l  hk,.  tlu-  nd  of  voun-  hloo.l,  th,- 
Hi.  >  wind,  would  pns.nfly,  as  i„"  mirarl,..  h,  .-om. 
li.i^lit  oiv.n.  'Jh..  .■norm... is  -{,11,  of  f],,.  h,  ,rh.  s 
ov.ri^rown  lure  and  then-  with  thr  ^;^id.  sndd,,,  ..-,v.n' 
ol  th.  moss,  uas  wortliy  of  th.  ir  ^^tunt  l.ramlu.s, 
-pnad  l„o-h  ov.rlu.ad  in  -r.v.  ,,ak.  d  luantv.  'J'h.Te 
was  in.  the  air  the  hitl.r  snail  of  damp,  d-a.i  Kavs 
tlic-  subtl.-  furfuni.-  of  the  .arth,  an.l  ll,,-  stranm-' 
«HH-ult,    excitin^r    maMii.tism    of    sprinn-.      it    ,^as    a^    if 
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flic  Uddd  li.iil  .-i  \;i-t.  >li)«.  nlix'iirr  j)cr<(in;ility.  wliidi 
u.is  lirt^iniiiti;^  111  uikc  to  lli(  |ii--iiiii  of  spring''. 
I,v<l(liiri.  ill  lil->  III'"-  .il.iiui  niallv  Mii-<ifivi'  to  iitiiio- 
^pinri  .  /|ii>l  .!>  Ill-  li  111  .1  -i\t|i  M  n>r  with  n^'.ird  to 
tlio^f  foi((>  '>!'  Nitiir'."  Mlii.h  hit"!  i!);i«!<'  }ii>  ffcuins 
what  it  \va>,  I't  It  thi-  |it  r^oiialit y  of  tin-  wood  swiij) 
through  hi^  wlmlr  In  in;;-,  .•l^  a  wind  ^\\(r|i>  o\tr  a  firld 
of  {,'ra^>,  h<  iidiri;^^  it.  thi'illm;^-  it. 

Mav  had  coiiir  to  a  •<taMd-fill.  and  ^tood  sihrit.  Iitr 
hand  a^aiIl^t  the  hult-  of  a  ij;v>  it  In  i  rh.  in  an  attitiido 
of  tension.  Slir  w  a>  paii  of  tin  wood,  and  wa^-  uiicon- 
Ncioii-i  of  it  a>  a  c  i\r  w  on.aii.  'IIh  I'l  was  Miniithili^ 
iritinlv  j)l'iiniti\  !•  about  In;-  that  niadr  hi  i"  xcni  pait 
of  the  foiT^t  as  a  -(|uirr«l  or  a  imd  i>  part  ot'  tin- 
forest. 

"What  arr  \  oii  thinking;  of.'"  hr  a>k((l  nuihaiiic- 
ail.v. 

Slit  niadr  no  answir,  hut  jiland  h(  r  hand  on  hi-,  .arm, 
ht  r  mouth  formiiii;;  a  "  S^h  '.  "' 

He  listiiicd,  hut  heard  iiothlr"!;  that  >iiiol(<l  itself 
out  of  the  u-ual  sounds  which  make  the  under- 
tones of  ;i  stilhiiss:  rustliuLjs  here,  the  faint,  papery 
shiver  of  some  dried  leaves,  the  chirping  of  .somu 
hirds. 

SiKJdi  niv  she  motion!  (1  to  him  to  remain  where  lie 
was,  and,  lithe  and  >ili  nt  .is  .i  youiiir  Indian,  .she 
crept  off  in  the  <iirection  of  some  holly  hushes  and 
tufts  of  hcatlur  in  a  cliMrinji,-  sonie  hundred  yards 
further.  He  stood  ohedieiit  and  ii'otionless  where  she 
had  left  him. 

She  dis.ippeared.  and  in  three  minutt  s  he  saw  her 
eiuereje,  flushed  ,nid  t  riumph.uit. 

••  Tlure's  lu-k  for  you  I  "  In  her  iiand  was  Hie 
limj>,  furrv  Ixxly  of  a  rahliit.  '"  I  veerd  it  s(jueakinijf, 
and    I    thought   it    wu/   l)ein'   raueht    hv   a   stoat.      But 


I 


I 
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d 


fH;i>     .Mii-lit     in     „     t,aj,.         \,,„r    ,.r    „    •    cfr    •     I     , 
/in,ln,\k,. .,,„.*'•'  "•'     '••**'"'    *'"f 

"<•<HirM.it  i..      I.,,umv.,1  it,  lln-.Mt." 

••  W)i,r..>|,a||  „,.  |,ut  it.'".>|,.   a^kr.l. 

I.I  t  iiic  cirrv  it." 

'•Ar..l   if  n    k...,,or   u,,/   to   .■„.„•   ah,,,-.    1...   wnul.ln't 

'"     '''^''>,    '!    '•;''-^-    »'"■    »'-a,.    wa,    Hon..    of   ,H,r    .tti"' 

""  •       'i'l,  th.n  s  a  |„^r  p.H.krt   i„   that   cmt 

of.la.i^s.hatvou.oton.      Slip  it  in  ;  if .  ...n-i.l  ,„a,.  v 

rU   uann    Iwly    of    tlu-    liltl.-   animal    .a.    .kpositnl 
"."-•    -at.    r.K.k.t    iM.for.    l,c.    nalis..!    .hat     he    .as 

^  n-^^   anv    anunal,    ^nvat    or    Mnall.      II..    „.,,    ,    .,,,., 

:    ",  •  '"'*  '•'^'•^'  >■  -T'"'*'  •"'  '"vi'.'tio,.  ,o  shoot  l.,.c;usc. 

.    th..  nausea  h..,, It  .h.nh... saw  th....i..a.lhinMu.ha.l 

Killed    M)  neat  I  V. 

"  l'"or  litti,.  hea.t."  h..  sai.l  invohuifarilv 

SI-  laughed.      '-Shu.hie^  has  to  take  t!ieir.-ha„ce  like 
"e  lias  to  take  our  ehance." 

••  Vou  are  as  ruthle.>  a.s  any  other  uihl  aniniah" 

She  Hushe.l,  not  understan.iin-  what  he  „,..ant,  and 

^.     suspec.n.  that  he  wa.  referring  to  .on,e  tiner  feehn^ 
\Oiieh  she  du\  not  po.vsess.  " 

_   "  We  kills  h,cau>e  we  want,  to  eat,"  she  sal.l  enulelv 
^ouse  always   had   your  killin'   done    for   vou.      It\ 
'^11  "hut  you  re  used  to.      I  lay  you'd  kill  a  dea  if  von 
wu/  to  see  one."' 

*•  There',   an   interval   between   the  sl.cop   in    the  field 
^"Hl    the   chop   on   the   i.late   that    I   prefer    not    t.   ft,;.!- 
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ahout,"  111  s.tld.  "  I  t  it  file  clidp.  of  course.  'J'Ihtc 
i>  Millie  liliKiil  on  \()iir  li, 111(1." 

Slic  put  it  nil cli.-micilh'  to  111  r  ii.niitli,  in()i>tintil  it, 
and  ;j,':i\<   it  .iiKiilicr  nil)  on  In  r  -kiit. 

'*  \\n\\  f'liMiiv  _\i)ii  do  t;dk."'  -\\r  ■-•(id.  dicidiii^i;  to  take 
luiii,  al't<  r  all,  a>  a  joke. 


( iiAPTF.R  vrir 


Tin:    m\t    inoriiini:    u;i>    fin,,    hut    ovn-ci-t .      'lU,-    ,sk' 


I  re     \\,i~ 


was    m'rx    and    Mif(  ;    t! 

vOlicll     M'CIll,  ||     to     iiaVc     set     t 

(lid    not    pr.Atnt    t!u     hird-,    f 


■  L    lauiir--.    111    till'    .'lir 


ir     \rar    h; 


ii;aiii.       T 


IIS 


rat-caf(liti- 


wa>    ii[i    hrtiiin 


roiii   MnLfiii;,^   !ii>ti!v.      Th 
iiid    liy    nine    o'clock,    tli 


'iifs    ucn.    „[>    and    tlir    carU    pa.l,  d,    the    hors.-    and 
lonkcv    harnc-cd.    and    tlir    caia\aii.    too.    i„    starting,' 


trim.      It,   Mas   .-ctthd    t 


iiat 


paiTic 


'J 


n  _v   ^tioiiid  di\  idr    into    two 


lie  cara\  an.  w  hi 


to  the  liIi;'li-road,  would   foilou    tl 


cli    ua^   Ilia 


\ y  and  niii>t  keep 


Ifiirhv  Stn.t   and  Hi 


It   loni;-!  r  route  throip 


urU.  y  \illa;;-e  on   it-,  way   tr)  Tarke 
•  iur  uoiild  aceoinpiny  hi>  si>ter  ultl 


>ione;  the  rat-cat 
tlie    hor-,.    and    cart    that     t 
puhiic-."  while  Mary  an<l  I.yddon,  u'itii  th,   donk 


would  take  t 


i\]]\'j;    l)ii>itie>s    at    tl 


v-cart. 


IV  uneven  track  over  Hiirlev  Heaeon  to  t! 


'rhorneyhill  and  Cliristchurch  hi.r! 


'J 'I 


iwav 


leri'     wa-     the     I 


m^ine^s     o 


darted — Aiin.t    (ierania"--    i 


i'    n'l'ttin'^    th 


caravan 


o  r  ^  e    \\  a  ■ 


'el.    cMiiniri''-    and 


a/v,    and     iibhtd     i 


n     a     \v  a\-     w  liic!i     w  du 


iirao-cd   a  carter.      IJut   ,iidv 


(I      lia\e     (ll>- 


>v  ,a   tew   nioiiient> :  tl 


rat-catcher\  -'yp-^y  hlandidinii  id .  and  fhr   dioiil 

til'-     men     to     the     wheel,     of     the     Vel 

from    liis    mood    ot'    ohdur.iev.    and    f] 


U(  r>  of 

ncle    (li>>ua(l(d    him 


le    \an     \\a-    -oon 


!nuhenn<r  out   of  the   wood,   all    its   crockerv   clatt 

d 


and  its  .i|)pend.io-,  s  swin; 

moor    and    heirnn    its    >tradi.  r    proi^-r 

•Mary  and    l.yddon   watched   tl 

until    it    wa.    out    of   .i-ht.       'I'h,     rat-catcher    lolioue<i. 


•  •nn<^ 

lUI    cro^>i  (I    tlie    pi.c-    of 
<  '■-    oil    tile    road. 


e    \(  How   lioux-  on   w 


'I'her<'  wa- 

-fart,  and  tluy  juoiaeikd  to  r.  move 


''!>    Herd     for     thr    (ithi   r    tuo     to    III   d^ 


he  tr 


an  earlv 
f  ti 


u-(.>  or  tiieir 
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()ccii]i.-iti(in  a-  t',11-  ,■!>  p(>~-il)li'.  for  tlnir  npiit.it ion  and 
favour  u«i-r  at  sfakc.  The  N.  u  l''ori  -t  <^V[)-v  l.'avcs 
little  litter  and  no  <lirt  lieliind  liim  ;  lie  stavs  ^o  >liort 
■'I  time  that  the  ^ra^-  i-^  not  \illou,(|.  A  jiatch  where 
the  fire-trav  ha>  ^lood,  a  t'ori^ottiii  rai,^  on  a  t'lii'/e- 
Im^li  i-  all  the  trace  uhieh  he  lea\.--.  A  |iiciiic-|)art  v 
Will  wreak  more  hai'ni  in  a  wood  in  a  div  than  a  true 
New  T'on  ^t  i;-\[)^y  \>\  a  wi^kV  occupation. 

'riun  Marv  >houted  to  the  doidsev.  uhlch  vtood  in 
the  annovino-ly  humhie  attitude  ot'  a>vi-^,  it--  lu  id 
(loun-(lroo|)(  (1,  its  evpi'es^ioti  (uie  of  .  ndless  |)atitnce. 
'I'll;-  small  orev  animal  lu:;:4id  olieiliuii  1  v,  and,  know- 
ing' the  wa\.  pullnl  the  lioht  cart  l._v  itMlf  into  the 
uneven  tra(k  uhieh  coiiiiuuiiicati  d  with  the  hi"-!!- 
road. 

They  Went  ovi  r  the  -.ana  ground  which  thev  had 
walked  the  day  before  w  Ik  n  -t  ick-eolhctiiiir.  'ro-<iav 
sprin^^  was  hidino-,  in  an  acce-s  of  >,hynes>:  wanton  ve.>- 
terday,  she  wa-  actin;;'  the  part  of  a  piaide  to-dav.  The 
lono;  valKy  I)(  yond  the  wood  \ia'>  milkied  over  with 
f;rey  ini-t.  and  looked  desolate  and  lifel(>>.  It  Meined 
from  the  lowiK  s,  of  (j,,.  clouds  that  some  miles  awav  it 
must  he  I'ainini;'. 

'•  Will  it  he  wet  to-day'  "  lu'  asked  his  com[)anion. 

She  o'lanced  ahout  her. 

*'  No,"  she  ^aid  moodilw 

"  T  should  sav  it   would."* 

"  \Vel!.  youM  sav  Wl-OIlir.'" 

\  ou're  \«  ry  (juiet  this  mornin:^'." 

"  .\m  I.-"'  She  smiled.  ••  \V.11.  what  is  there  to 
.say  .- 

"  That  is  iust  uhat  make-  it  p].  as  int  to  lie  with 
you."  eu  remarked  suddenlv.  "  Vi'u've  what  's 
rure — the  sense  to  In-  sihnt  when  y(Mi"\e  nothin<r  l.j 
say.*' 
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I)i 


il      Vniir      Ui 


i\      t.rk     .1     lot,     tl 


in : 


-111'     a^]\('(I 


•iinoii-lv. 


I  "a-  iiof  >[irakiii;4'  "''  'i'  ''•    M'l-t 


u  mill  II  arr  rotlos 


licii  tlii-v  an-  not  talkln;:,-.      Tin  _v  tu\'j;>  t  or  umiili  r  what 


i>  the  iiiattt  r, 


tl 


She    >tar(il     (t    luiii    will 
II'  Il  a\i^  imili  rt'oot. 


Minir     i-Vi' 


a^    iirouii    as 


'I'liat  ■>  oiif  of  tile  (!: 


■ra-i  >    111    ( 


ivili^  itiiiri,"*  lir  said  ; 


tin-  inal)ilit_v   to   ki,  [>  oni  \   tDiinui-  or  oiii '■-   miiiil  still 


tor  till  coii-rciit  i\  r  mil 


lUtr 


NVIiat      kind      of      iiiinnit-      tlio- 


ni'      a> 


kt.L 


I)li//lr(l 


in  ininnti  -  hv  t  hf  cloc 


*•  Do  ladi.  >  tal 
He  lanu'liid  ii 


k  -ncli  an  aw  i'ul  lot,  tjim 


I  ,!j,TtHiinr  aimi-Miiii  nf 


oil,  Winn  voii  vv  u 


Do  V 

I  lU'V.  r  could.       I  was  .alwav-  at'r aid 


-ho  |)rr-isf(  (1. 
oi'  u  oiii.  M." 


Voii  afraid  ot"  uoiihn  -  ""     She  -niili  d 
\  on  art'  afraid  oi  no  one.  I  -up)) 


hi-  said 


OI 


1      Vi-, 


T 


un 


-oini- 


folk    I'd    run    a   milt 


sooner  than   spi  ak   to.      'rhm'-  onf    ki  i  pir   Tin   af.crd 

of.      When    I    was    lit  tie    I    iiM-ti  r   lioll,  r    till    I    w.as   hhii' 

if    I    scul    a    ^ravinii-h.      Hut     that    ua-    In  cau-r    thrvM 

till 

•  Uviv.  tl 


me    the    policiinan    was    a-comin'    to    tak 


nil'    awav. 
ic  o-;iviiiii-irs  a-wilim'.'  my  inotlnr  iisctrr  sav; 

I'   vou  and   1)1  at    vou. 


li  I   vou  and   koor   vou  "   (tak 


that  1-).  I  ain't  frii;-lit, 
I  was  to  nir(  t  a  ,i;'l.o-t  I'd 
.seen  om-.  I  ^oi-  hv  tl 
till'  dark,  thoiioh." 

"  What's  till'  mullt  ni-t 


Uvi\   of  mo-t    ])io[)lr,    look.       If 


1-1  d.  I  think,  hut  I 


rirViT 


K-    mullriu 


an    doul)lr-(|ui(k    in 


in : 


Till'  churchyard,  wlnr.'  thcv  hurii  -  the  fok 
Hut    whv    -hould    thrv 


iV, 


a  V 


1 1 


111  i I"  ^ra\ I-.  t iir 
|)oor  o-host-!  Why.  if  I  u,rc  a  ^ho.t.  I  dioiild  want 
to  n^-o  l,j  all  the-  place.-,  uhere  I'd  bun  happy.      I  diouhl 
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Want  to  u.ilk  over  1  ),nt iiinor  atid  wait  fur  ■^^ln^l^t■  ovi  r 
*'i''  ♦"■'^  r<l  '^  int  to  tiaiii|)  o\rr  all  the  coiiiitrv  IM 
lov.d,  and  ~,if  in  tlir  little  inn-  uli.r.'  IM  diiiiik  latr 
or  .>li|)t."' 

"  SoM  I.""  said  >]u,  with  iiinch  iiitcr.vt.  "  f?nt  tlic 
K""<1  onv-^  l-  w(,||,.  I,,  l,,.,i\,n,  idok;  it's  ,m'\  the  had 
oiirs  wliat  ,sta\>  about  and  .sk.cr-.  proplc.  LiaNi,  ' 
don't  know.  Whrn  anv  on  ii>  ,11,.^,  u,.  hiirns  all  tluli 
clotlif'-cs  and  lliiniis  or  it'  \u-  di<ln't  \m  should  he  niullriii 
—  sec  thcni  ai,ri  II.  I  UK  ans." 

"  If  \onr  aiuit  wtuf  l(,  dii'.  you'd  huiii  that  htst  shawl 
of   Ik  rs.  that   sl;i  's  so  [uciud  of r  "' 

'•     V.    s       " 

"  Aiul  the  \an  r  " 

"No."  shr  said  douI)tfuIiy.  *" 'rhoni,'h  in  the  old 
tiiiK'  tJKV  usrt(  r.  My  ;4ran(lfathrr's  «.|M'.,i  was  hurnt 
^^'"'1  111'  liiid.  and  all  the  ^yp'si.s  coinc  for  miles 
aroun<l  to  see  the  I    :  r\  in'.'' 

••  Hut  uhy?  " 

'•  I  dinino."  She  lan--hed  and  .idded.  "  T'rajjs  the 
\va<riron  and  clothes, s  has  not  flieir  ^^host,  ms  too,  and 
the  dead  folk  Uses  tluiii." 

"Tliat's  a  very  old  idea,  Mary,"  he  said.  *' The 
I-'fi'yptians  lia<l  it  thousands  of  \ears  aijo."' 

"  Will,  then  now  !  "she  e\e!aiin((l,  wonder  in  i,f. 

"  Hut  to  l)urn  things  that  iiiav  he  useful  to  the  livln--- 
si-eins  a  J>ify. 

"  It  do  siin  a  pity  soinetiuK  s,"  said  she.  "  There's 
old  .\hrani  Stardey.  what  used  to  filay  thi'  fiddle  at 
the  fairs  when  Aunt  (Jerany  was  little.  She  savs 
when  he  died  thi  \  liurnt  his  two  fiddles  and  the  hai/e 
l)i;;-s  they  was  in,  arui  the  ritihons  he  used  to  tie  'tin 
up  uit'i  uIkii  Ik-  played  at  the  fairs,  or  a  weddin', 
or  down  at  Hurhy  (hil).  He  tould  play  anvthink, 
ill'   rould.      They   liui-iit   a   fanut,   too.   and   a   drum;   I 


I 
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don't  kiKiu  If  li,.  |)].i_V((l  '(in.  hut  all  tli,-  !..t  \v(  nf  into 
"!'■  '''■•■•  Vmii  ^lioulil  In, a-  Aunt  (in-.tnia  till  aiiout  hi-, 
hur\  in'."" 

••  I  >holll(l  \\lv  to." 

••  "ri>  what  uc  aluM_v>  n-.  d  to  <io.  \\)\\  ^,.,  .  thrv 
ii-((l  to  tiiink  that  it'  ,iny  oni'  \mi/  to  n-r  the  things 
•"'  "'■■II-  thr  clnthc-r^  of  ,a  uian  nli.at  \\a-<  dr  nl.  hr'd 
\u'  uidiickv.  a>  well  a>  h(  In'  fol!,  r.d  hv  th.-  niiiUo  ot" 
thr  man  what  th(  v  hi  loni;.  d  to." 

'•  And  do  voii  think  >o.  too.-  " 

"  I  don't  know  as  I'd  k(  (  r  to  wv.w  an\  think  what 
ht  lon;4'cd  to  a  dead  ifirh" 

"Would  vou  if  she  h.,id  i)((ii  dt  ,ad  a  tliou>.ind  viMr.s 
—  nioi-c  th.an  a  thou-and  vi;ii->r  " 

She     ntlictid.       ••  Diad*-     dt  ad,     iioucNcr     Innir     \\ 

IS. 

"  J{ut,  -M.irv.  v(nrrc  w.ilkin^'  on  the  ,1,  ad  .all  the 
tiinr.  Tin'  Mvy  .nth  undiriuath  liriT  i>  madi-  of 
d(  .1(1  \v.\\i>  aiul  })lant>  and  dt  ad  animals.  Vou  have 
I'rd  on  dr.id  thiiiiTs  (vir  •  incf  you  fir>t  stojjjud  drink- 
ini,'  your  molln  r*,>  milk,  your  (In  ^s  i-,  made  of  the  >kiii 
of  a  dead  >h((  p,  your  >ho('-     -■ — " 

'"  Wh.at  you  do  ta'k!  Anini.ils  and  It.ivc^  Ihi^n't  rrui 
mullo.s."' 

"  Why  shouldn't  th.y  haw.'  " 

"Vou  do  ta'k  silly,  .somdimi-.  Who's  .\.t  dikk.d 
the  midlo  of  a  slucp  or  of  a  do^.'  " 

"  I'coplc  havr  tlioiinjit.  th.at  tluy'vc  x . n  ph.intom 
hoists  and  doirs." 

"And  all  s.arts  of  other  thing's,  too,  I  dar  sav,  when 
thty'd  a  drop  of  fatt;  panni  irisidc  th,  ir  skins.  I've 
yccrd  my  uiu '»■  tell  a  t  il,.  of  a  ni.an  wh.it  ucrc  rhaMil 
iiy  a  {lack  of  liounds  half  throu:;h  .a  ni^-ht.  .and  uhtri 
tli.-  dayli,'4'ht  com..',  .and  ln'  run  into  .Min4t;i(l  (diurch- 
yard   with   all   of  'em  urter  him,   tluir   toiiL,ai.s   liaii<rin' 
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'lilt  .iiiil  tlic  >l;iv.  r  ,ill  (lri|>|)iii\  IIkv  vaiii^lini  as  if 
tliiy  \va>  -iiiol.f.  IJiit  I  uan'nt  IhM  a-spciit  a  ihw 
lot  (it"  iiKiiKV  at  tl'(  pill)  at'diT  lie  V(  t  nl  tlinn.  I 
don't  volil  ui*  diiiikin'  vourxll"  sillv.  A  man^  no 
hcttii-  than  a  t'oo]  ujiin  !i('>  motto.  Dad  lias  his 
drop  nou  and  ai;(  n,  hut  hr  don't  drink  liki'  some  of 
thc-c  inumpi  rs.  Traill.  r,>  what  ha-.  oo,„|  liMmanv 
lilood  ill  "i  III  has  too  miicli  x use.  At  a  utddin'  or 
at  tlic  racc>  now  and  aifcii  tlicv  taki -.  their  >harc  of 
li'vma  or  talli  panni.  hut  tlicv  o;its  motto  and  finishes 
with  it;  thcv  doii't   kn  p  on  «lrinki,i'  and  drinkin'  their- 

Schcs    :>lll  V." 

'J"lu  re  \ia^    I  look  of  .-corn  in  her  face. 

''Do  you  know  what  I've  hi  c  n  w  i-hin;.;!' *'  he  said 
suddenly.  •" 'J'o  see  what  you  would  look  like  in  .some 
I'^^'-yptian  ornan.irits  that  I  li,i\c  at  home.  'J'liero  is 
a  necklace  ot'  cornelian  and  hlue  ^lass.  a  fiead-dress  ot" 
111  at(  II  ^'old.  »',irnniX--    - 

••  Did  they  helon^-  to  that  i,Mrl  you  said  died  thousands 
of  V(  ars  ai^o.-  " 

•'•They  di.l." 

"  \Vhi(r  did  you  <xv\  'em?  "' 

*•  I  l)oui;lit  th(  111.  They  were  found  in  her  toinh  at 
'I'heliis  fi\e  Years  ,a^o." 

"  .\nd  they'd  In  en  on  the  carpse  all  tliar  time.'  "' 

"  Yes." 

"  Well.  I  wouldn't  }Mit  %  ni  on  if  vou  was  to  piy 
me.  ]]e>ides,  if  you  was  to  i^nn  up  to  Lunnon  to  erit 
'em.  vou'd  lie  lelled.  'i'lu  -e  red  heads  is  i^ood  onouirh 
for  me." 

'•  They'd  suit  you,"  he  said. 

'*  Would  vou  sav  as  I  wa>  ■^ood-lookin'.'  " 

'•  I  should." 

"Wait   till  you  see>  Em'lv,"  .she  s;iid,   with  a  touch 


AI.I.WAHD 


97 


of      wi>t  fllllli  vs.  "rill       imlv      .~i(!r      of      ll.  r.  SllC       ■'■OOS 

■iiiil  >it-  to  artiM-  111  I{.ti  tuiiioiitfi.  .iiui  ;.rits  i).iiil 
for  it." 

"  Who's  i;,n-i\  -  •' 

"My    CoUsllI    lip    at    'I'll  lITli  vliill.        Look,    uc   he    come 

to  till  TliariK  \  liill  ro:al  nou  \\\  n'L^ht  iif)  tlinr 
at'ioss  tlic  moor  on  the  liill,  whirr  all  tlu  v  liol'it  ^  and 
firs  i>." 

A  pi(\M>  ro~r,  (•r\illL,^  J)<i\  i>lily.  as  tllOV  lift  tllr 
last  fiili!  lichiiHl.  and  came  out  on  to  tlw  stritch  of 
hon-^y  oiiiii  c'-aiiitry  across  uliich  tin  ir  road  lav 
straii^ht  am!  white,  dwindlinij  au  ay  as  it  travclltd 
into  tin  (li>taii<c.  To  the  It  ff  /i  lari^'c  slr.-tch  of 
hoij  Water,  a  (|iiart(r  of  a  mile  away,  >h(inc  like  steel. 
Here  and  there  a  >tunti(l  fir  ro>e  in  the  wa>t(^  of  dead 
heather. 

'I'hcy  cri )-.-(•(]  the  railway  lirid^n-  and  j)ii>lied  their 
way  .lowly  aloiii,'.  Hrown  hoir  wati  r  tinkled  and 
trickled  hy  the  road-ide;  coar~e  silver-^ncn  ho;^  moss 
1,'leamed  in  jiatt'hcs  hetueiii  the  tii->o(  k-,  >howinir  tiiat 
a  horse  -.vovild  !ie  nnw'>e  to  tru>t  liis  weie^ht  to  the 
tnachernus  >nrface;  here  ami  there  was  a  stretch  i.f 
sand  wa-hed  liai'e  and  barn  ii  hy  the  rains.  lUhiiid  the 
tra\(ll(rs  clouds  had  ;^athered.  of  f  lir-weatlier  errov 
and  white,  with  \istas  of  rh  i  p  hliie  hetwt  i  u.  Torn 
and  beautiful  tlusc  clouds  \\(\-,,  with  livid  shades 
and  snowy  lii>hts,  forininLf  a  moixly  architi a  tiiral  skv. 
I'lirther  west  it  wa-  ch  ari  r.  and  oidv  on  the  horl/on 
cumuli  wer''  ]iiled  up  in  sun-adoririi,''  masses  in  the 
f;ale  blue.  The  wind  had  risen  in  the  south-west, 
with  a  tan;.,^  id'  salt  in  it.  and  the  f n  shness  of  unsullied 
miles. 

"Who  wu/  r!,i,dit  about  tlie  rainr"  said  ]\Iarv. 
"  Hut  it'll  be  wet  to-morrow.  It'.-,  sid't  weather  for  the 
time  of  year." 
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^'"'      "■■'lk"l      .■||rMI^•      l)lluV,iritl\.         fiulillrd       to      sl.MlcIl 

mIii'II  >lir  rirn'.d  In  r  liiskit.  •,]„■  ||m,|  tl:.-  <^i:[rv  ot'  anv 
^*i''l  fiv.iliiiv.  in  .[,jl(  (if  I,,  r  ill  ,li,„i  f,  ,  t.  ulu  tl  walking; 
vv  il  Imul  ,(  liiirdi  n. 

'■  ""»  nafiMil  it  f,,|.  to  l„.  lr.m|iiiiM-  almi^^r  li^,. 
tlii^,"'  I,\iM(,n  lliniio-i,t.  -Ilcnv  natural'"  II,'  r.umd 
if  ta>y  to  iniai;inr  tlial  Marv  «!■<  lils  >.|,t(  r,  that  he 
''■'<'   l''l   'I"    li'<    "f   til.'   roKJ,   for   V,   irN   in-ttad   of   for 

''■■':-•     ■■"1(1      tll.it      thr      I,V(l(|oil     ulio'hid     liv.,i      upon      tlir 

nek  in  -iirrounilin;^-^  ulii.li  In  liad  hattd.  anioni;>t 
|H()j)l,.  with  ulioni  !;-■  had  had  little  in  ( oninioii,  was 
*'•'■  ''I'l  •itiir.-  ot"  dr>aiii.  and  the  ri  t'lii^.  ,■  tramp  the 
nalitv.  .Maiv  had  Mic  ^ift  ot'  coinpaniniiship.  Her 
\<TV  cnKlui.-.  and  it^niorancr  nfn  ^hrd  him.  and 
Nlimnlat.d  his  Int.nst  in  h.r.  IFcr  innate  Iioncsty  ,anil 
comniun  sihm'  (t'l,n  made  him  f,  i  I  Miiall,  tvdi  iinioijs 
of  her. 

'1'Ih  V  \Mrr  piN-in;,^  o\i  r  .a  d.  i  p  hrown  !)o>r  stnaru, 
and  .Marv  hft  the  road  to  run  down  the  hank,  Ix  nd 
douri.  Moop  up  -ome  uatir  into  her  hollowed  hands, 
und  drink  it  uith  a  luN^iiiM-  intake  of  h.r  hreath.  Hi' 
wond.  red  if  >he  would  take  >aup  with  similar  audi- 
Iiih'ty.  Thin  he  smili  d  ;  the  thoi|n-hf  of  her  In  civilixd 
surroundings  wa-  almod  as  harharous  a>  it  would  he 
to  tian-plant  in  r  in  peiM.u  into  the  lit',  uhere  .-urh 
thiiii^-^  matter.  Did  tlnv  matter  as  mueh  as  Societv 
would  have  us  helieve?  Were  the  t  liou -aiid-and-one 
ri-trii'tions  which  ri\ilisat;on  place-,  upon  a  man  of 
K'""l_  I'l-eedino-  as  vital  as  popular  jinjudice  makes 
tliem.'  In  the  Sahara  it  is  impolite  not  to  drink  up 
om  *s  coll'ie  \\ilh  a  noise,  or  to  heleli  over  ;i  irood 
""■■■'I;  i'!  I.iuidon  it  is  unpai-donalile  to  do  so.  In 
Italy  a  man  of  hreedliiL;-  walks  nearest  the  wall  when 
uith  a  lady;  in  laiM-land  on  the  kerl>.  He  thouerht  of 
a    man    u  ho    t'oundid    a    Muslard    and    .Mutton    Societv, 
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.•it  fill'  (liiiiirr>  (if  uIikIi  ,1  III  in  (iHild  liasc  mint  sauce 
*^itli  1m  tf  it  111'  (li  ^in  (1  it,  or  cat  .i^pai- ii^ii^  \sltli  ,i 
>|in()ii  and  tdiK.  'I'Ih -c  u.ic  t.i  lie  tin-  niitu  ml  ati<l 
vi>ilil(  si.^ii"  "t  inuaid  and  in\i^iii|r  I'iimIohi  nf  spirit 
—  not  that  lie  li  (d  i\>v  !•(  Ill  liked  that  the  iin  mlhi^  o(' 
the  soiictv  ucic  more  i  tili;;iit(  iied  than  thiir  t.  Ihuv- 
(•rtafiir(>.  Their  eccentricities  wcri'  m  If  a  onx  ions. 
|{iit  then  to  he  a  member  td'  a  -ocittv  i>  to  kill  -nori- 
tiniit_\.  To  he  sjiontaiu  ou-I  V  •  nt  hiisia-.l  ic  or  even 
i-ccerit  ric  i>  e\cii^  ii)l(  ;  to  he  iciintric  or  (  nthn>i  i^t  ic 
in  H  hodv  cotitrolhd  hy  a  codf  of'  rules  is  damnahle. 
Helin^ioris  ,as  Will  as  cra/is  have  hecji  killed  hv  the 
society  t'ormin^  instinct. 

'i'hey  \M  nt  slouly  up  the  hilt'  mile  ol"  hill  at  Ih.- 
(  nd  (d"  thiir  journey.  The  donki  v  -eeimd  to  do/e  as 
he  walked:  .Mary  was  iinconimunieat  ive.  .\t  the 
summit,  liy  a  ;^ra\el  pit,  >ome  I'ore^t  ponies  \m  re  i^ra/int;. 
.s|ia;4-t4-y  and  unkempt.  ( )ne  mother,  red  luanui  a>  the 
dead  bracken,  had  a  tod  with  In  r  which  nosnl  for  milk, 
and  whinnied  in(|uisit i\(  ly  with  lifted  no>trils  at  the 
approai  h  of  the  donkiy cart.  The  pmiii  s  mo\(il  oil' 
^•ently  in  a  body  down  the  valley.  As  the  travelers 
reached  the  brow  of  the  iiill,  a  labourer  in  a  cut  af)- 
J)iared  ovtr  it.  His  face^  was  dark  and  iin-lai;^lisli  ;  he 
wore  larriii^^s  in  his  lars.  He  ^-riiled  .Marv  and  starid 
at  Lyddon. 

"That's  one  oi'  the  l'idM..]|.ys,"'  -aid  she  when  he  had 
passe<l.  "  H(  \e  a-qiiit  travellin'  and  took  a  cottai^-e  Uj) 
yer.      Married  a  cousin  of  mine." 

"  Vou  all  seem  to  hi'  relahd."  f.vddoii  commented. 

''Well,  yon  s(<e.  they  isn't  so  m my  of  u>  travellers, 
afti  r  all,  is  then?  And  we  mari"ie>  anum^st  ourselves, 
that's  wliere  'tis.  look." 

"  When  will  you  marrvr  ''  In-  asked,  lookinf  straiL'ht 
into  her  pntty  eves. 
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*'  I  iliinno,"  she  ri>|)li((|,  i^;\/'\u<^  Jiw.iy  from  liim. 
" 'lilt  !( '.-.  ;i  iiiui  us  wants  v.u  iiou.  I  savs  I'll 
iuv(  r  iiiarrv,  luit  I  spicks  I  .shall  do  liki  thr  "rest  of 
iiii. 

"  ^'Du'rc  ni)t  in  luvc  uitli  tin-  man,  flicii,-  " 

'•Il.",>  /iwrin-ht."  she  >ii.l  inditr.  n  iilly.  '-Hut  I 
(lorrt  know  as  I  shall  mairv  h.  .  .\n>u."i\s.  I',,,  not 
a  ;,M)in'  to  for  a  lon^^  tunc  v  '.  \V.  was  t(")ok  to^'.^thcf 
Jit  I,\  iKllmrst  l''air." 

"  Took.'  ■' 

"  IMiotvijraphdl.  'I'll,  n's  a  man  <:;ihs  round  with 
n  phot  v<;raphitr  machine  .ind  do.  s  vou  whih-  vou  waits. 
Si\[)(iicf.  I  ^r,,t  it  in  a  lio\  in  the  cart.  '  I'll  show 
vou.*' 

She  wtid  to  tlu  hack  (d"  the  cart,  and  took  from  a 
coriK  r  of  it  a  dii-ty  ci^r;ir-l)()\  tiid  up  with  ^trin^^ 
In-idc  was  a  collection  of  v.ahied  objects:  a  siher 
hrooch,  a  -  luckv  >tone.*"  a  ^rimy  htter  or  two,  and 
.sundry  other  odds  .and  dids.  She  held  the  li<i  in  her 
teeth,  .and  selected  from  the  luteroirencous  .set  of 
tre.isuri.s  .1  ph()t()^M-aj)li  of  the  shiny  description  which 
one  sees  in  the  windows  of  chca])  plioto<rraphers  in  the 
Kast  Knd. 

"  Vi'rl  "  she  >ai(l,  a?id  ^ruve  it  to  him. 

lie  viw  a  ^iv\  who  was  chiefly  mouth,  two  deep 
sliadows  runnin--  from  nose  to  cliin.  He  only  saw  a 
falnl  risemhlanc.  in  this  <rrinniri^'  younfj  woman  to 
Mary.  The  man  uas  an  unlicktd  lout  of  a  vouth,  witli 
ft  smooth  afid  <j:i-vn>y  curl  over  his  forehead  and  a 
connnonulace.  cunnin;^  i  xpri  ssion. 

"  What's  his  name.'  "  asked  Lvddon. 

"  Alf." 

I.yddon  L^iessed  as  mucli  from  tlie  y'ounfj  man's 
ajipearance. 

"Alf  what.'  " 
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"  Alf  Sfacr.  H,.  })(!,ui;.^  Mrahniits,  l.iit  I  iik  t  liiin 
up  lii)j)|iiri'.  Ilis  (l.ulV^  ;^r,,t  sf(  iiii-linr>. -.,  and  lie 
l..)X(>-  uhfit  Vdii  <all,  a  •  |.ll;,^'  H,-  lik.>  trav.lliii"  ill 
altoiit." 

*'   I^  lie  Jl  COllNill.'  " 

"No;  lie  (lon't  coiiK'  of  a  IimmIIIii'  finiilv.  Ilii 
iiiotliir  and  fatliiT  took  to  tln^  rn  i<|,  Ikc.uim'  tlnv 
lik.d    it." 

"   Ullt    — "      llf      l)r-ari.      tlu  tl       (  lirckrd       IiiliiM-lf.        It 

scciiiid  notliiii^r  >lioit  of  nvoltiiiii;  to  liim  to  think 
that  Mary,  with  lur  sava-c  |.iiiity.  lit  r  peculiar 
chariii,  .>hoiiId  ivcr  he  the  niolhrr  of  thi-  c^^it^ioiis 
(•rtatnri's  childrtii.  'I'Ih  it  \va>  >oiii'  thin;^  rare  and  litu' 
■about  hir  that  made  >ui'h  a  po^Mhilitv  ahhorrcnt, 
iinthinkahlc. 

'J'hcv  liad  tiirnt'd  oil'  thr  main  road  on  to  a  track,  and 
the  cart  wa.s  huinpintr  o-.    y  t|,,.  ^,,ft   nits. 

"  Well,"  .viid  she,  "  .  d'vou  think  of  it.-  " 

"  It's  ahoinin.abk'  of  \      i --  a  lilii  1." 

She  let  her  tlioufrhtful  eyes  rest  on  his.  "  Aui  I 
prettier  then  that  .=*  " 

"  Much  bettor  lookiii;r.  As  for  flu  vonn"^  man  vou 
think  of  marrying-  I  don't  like  him." 

"Ain't  he  ^ood  enou;.;h  for  you.'"  .s!ie  asked  in  a 
somewhat  hostile  \oic('. 

'■  He's  not  good  eiiouj^h  for  you.  in  mv  opinion. 
And  wh,.t\s  more,  you  know  it."' 

"Why's  ho  not  ^ood  enough.'  Vou  rievir  spok(  to 
him." 

"  I  don't  like  his  eyes.  Th<'y  are  too  close  together. 
The  mouth  is  h)o.se,  cruel,  weak." 

"W(ll,  you  don't  like  nie  in  the  picler  neither,  so 
we're  a  pair." 

"  Wliat's  wTon'.'  with  vou  tliere  is  grin  and  bad  liirlit- 
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in;,'.  \'i  iric  w>tr-c  fli.iti  ,iii  ,i(li(>>  on  .i  |ii(|iirt  po-t- 
c.nl       all   t.rdi." 

"I      UII/     |i,i|i|)V      lll.ll     il.l\,"     ^llr     •»  Uil     Ui>lt'llll\.        "I 

»  II  )*vt  il  in y^i  II .'" 

*'  Willi  till'  M.iiiii,'  III  111      AITr  *' 

*•   Nn,    liof    i/ukiv.         Mut    til.  r.  "-    ■<nl!l.-   (IlV-.    uhrtl    VOIJ 

fill-  liipiiv  ami  (liiii't  kiiou  \sli\.  I  liid  a  real  ;^chm1 
tiiiic.  I'-iii'lv  and  Int>  (if  the  otliir  ;;.iU  u  i^  thrr.'. 
l.iinlv,  linw  \\v  laiijrlnd  I  In  tin  .viiiin'  we  all  j^ut 
Nin;,'iii'  and  daiuin'.  I  cmild  lia\r  d  in<  <  d  tor  tliirr  davs 
and  ni^l.U  \\itlioiit  -toppin'." 

"  with  A  If-  " 

"Willi  aii\lin<lv  «llli  a  pair  of  ]i<^-<  to  tliiiii,  or 
uilliniit.  for  tliit  iiiatl.r.  I  daiici  s  -ti  p  d  iiiccs  to 
III. M  If.  Oner  a  ladv  ulm  m  i  n  im-  diiicf  a'^krd  dad 
to  let  iiir  ;j,oo  up  to  I.iiiiiinn  all'  (laiHT  on  the  >ta;r(  . 
"ruas  for  a  Micictv.  look,  a  -oit  of  jilu-.'  uli.rc  tlu  y 
",  t>  folk-  to  daiicf  old  daiu't  s  what  p(  opli  don't 
daiict  nowadays  likr  tli.y  u«i  tiT.  Unt  dad  wouldn't 
K  t  iiir  ^oo.'' 

"  I  think  he  wa^  ri;,dit.      Wi  re  yon  -oiry-  " 

'•  No.  I  didn't  want  to  dance  afon-  a  lot  like  tlml. 
I'd  he  a-haiii(  (1.       I'd  want  to  run." 

'•  W.  11,  life  with  Alf  Stacc  won't  hv  all  fairs  and 
<1  incin^'." 

"  Cour.M'  not." 

"  And  h(  "11  hiat  you  soimtiincs."' 

"  Not  hr.      I  wouldn't  he  h.at  hy  the  likts  of  he." 

"  Who  u  ould  you  In-  h.  at>  n  liy  '  " 

Her  fact'  assumed  a  hlank  look. 

"If  I  wu/  fond  of  my  in;isli.  look  "•— "  -he  said 
111 -itat iiio'l V.  " 'l"heii'>  lv\o  kiinl>  ot  i.iviii  ,  you  sec. 
Vou  loM  -  a  man  out  of  kindiie>s  hecaiise  he'd  do 
ino4    anvtliiii'4'    for    vou —or    you    lovi  ,    him    hecau-c 
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>""     '■•"I't     li.  ip    it,    (\,ii     if    li,  \     ,!oiii-     iiotliiii'     lor 
_\  I )  1 1 . ' " 

"    Allil    U  lii(  h   U  :l_\    «.)1|I(|    \  ,,;,    I    ,;  li,   I-   1,    \,    -    •• 

"1     (Inli't      \\.lllt      IHltIc     of     tint      \it."     -,  nil     >!  I  ,         "'We 

^iil«  li.t,  tlir  \u  >t  (,t'  It.       I  .iiii'l   :,..iti"  to  iii,iir_\   tlii-  _\r.ir. 
nor  till   IK  \t  rn  it  liri-  if  I  can  1;(  \\>  it ."' 
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I-vi.i.n\  fuiniil  tli.il  "1,1  111,.  )i,,lli,.>  "■  :i\  'l'!,nrniv!iill 
\\'i^    'II'"'     'Imii    ;,    ni,  IV    ,  \|,r.-^;.in.      Ilii^li     ind    u'lnd- 

•''"""    -'^   'l^i^   .^.v|is\    ;i||,,^,     u,i>.  ,,|Mn    In   liir   M, •  ,„i 

'«"  '">"■  ■"!'--  Il:'  liiicK.I  oC  |:,,llir-<  whirli  ot^.u  |,,  tii,. 
'""'"l    "''    i'     'I'I'I     li.  '"111.      :UI     !l'IV;^!|l;if     Ml'Vritlfll     .if    tlilrlv 

l)ii>lii  -  1-.  (Ill-,  aiiil  iinpc  111  I  i';tl»lc  ,m>  \  r  .\  !,,  di^.  >.  in  t!ic 
>"''i-t  "I'  "I'ii'li  a  lii.iii  iiiio-l.t  .s|,.,.[|  ill  ..,  ,^,,1,  ,,|„i  ),||-,||v 
*"•  -i^^-irc  nt'  it.  Ill  uiiil.r  .Ui.l  viiniii.  1-  IImm'  .•jos,'- 
,>;r<>uiii--  )Miiip-rU  ,,f  ,|;,rk  -n.  ii  .■lil'c.rd. d  >lu  !l,  r  to  a 
clian^iii;;-  piijuil.t  t  h;ii  of  hmnaii  (•)■(  ,-i  t  iin-. 

'  nit--  a  III '11  u.-iT  ac(|ii  lints  (1  uitli  Ihr  ^\|i-v  art 
of  kiiouin:;  ,,iir  Kiidi  ni-  jKifl,  tVoni  aiM.lli,  !•,  a-  a  ">Ih  p- 
''■ ''I  l.iin\\>  nil,.  >!,  ,[i  I  , -(1111  .•mntlicr.  Ill'  ini^'lit  (.i-ilv 
'"^•'  ''■•^  ^^•■v  fur  .1  -i.ort  tiin,.  in  tlic  .■onl'ii-ini;-  ni;i/r 
of  tliirk  -r.tn  1)11-1. <-.  '1',,  ,-,  p,!-M,n  li\in-  in  int  Imacv 
"iHi  N.aliir.  .  Ii..u,\,r.  no  hv,.  ,,!•  l,ii-li  i>  nuivlv  "i 
tiV'-  or  Imi-!i.  1:,uIi  li.i,  a  -,  parali.  individu.ilit y,  a 
(lilh'irMt  colli, iiir.  a  di-tiiic|-i\>  .ipp,  .tiMncc  It  uoiild 
Ik-  uliiio-t  iiiipo.--ili|,.  f,,r  a  ;:.\p-_v  to  ualk  tuic,  over 
tlic  s.aiiir  ;j,i-o;uid  in  unfaniili;. r  I'ouiitrv  uiihoiit  ncoir- 
niMiiL;'  it.  iMU  if  tlir  countrv  u,  r,'  ,..-  Iin,.  a-  .u  prairie. 
lie  iiiicon-rioi.-lv  note,  a  iiuiulicd  iindin.irk-  ot'  tliv 
luo-t  tri\iil  ,!,  .crijitioii  Ihal  would  i'-r,ip.'  tin  oliMtna- 
tioii  of  a  p  r-on  hied  to  ;i  town  lifi.'. 

'I'hc  lioih,  .  ucrc  iiiori'  than  a  iu)Usiii<r  and  -lult'.r, 
'i'-^^'^''''       \t    (  liri-lina.s-iliiu'    tlity    fiinMs!i,,j    a    im.tns 

"''    liMlil d.    .and    III,-    tlou,  r--,  ll.r-    !.i.,i,  d    t  !i,  m-ch  c- 

wiMi  ni.akiiiL;'  \'.ivilli>  and  IniiH-hcs  of  i,  d  h.  i  ri,  d 
hoiJN  for  -ah  wlicn  tlity  wnit  on  tlifir  round-  in  Clirist- 
cliUivli  .and  iSourm  iiioi:!  h. 
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siiii--  uiiiii  |ii-(ilic!.,i  <',,rii,  ,-  ,,|'  the  l,-(l)_\riiit!i.  II,"  xl 
'^  "I'  '^  li''  f'l'l  >"  11  t!i.  ■^\\>-li~-  (InMn--  in  Ww 
Mikt-.  -ii;.  .•ulii.--  Hm  -haw  and  n\,\  cai'ii.  t.  (Ittii!--  tin 
"  rariu.r.  ■■  mtn  inii-!J_v  cut  Mirjat-  in  ti-  riil-,-  |i,iiv, 
and  pinii'nn-  ili,    luov.  n  lilaiik.  is  toirctlit-r. 

^'"-  ""ir, m.  d  li,  !•-  If  uifii  tl;',.  tir,  .  I'm-  ullirll  .!u- 
tuok  a  ~aik  of  wiind   (Vi'iii   tin    cai'!. 

'"'»'""  I'uiif  Ha  fin.-  .In  ■,  nnimand,  d.  "  1",,, 
""'  *"  -'  '  i^^"  ["  lin"ci  Ml  .it'  hn  al  uji  at  th.  vl;.,j, 
and  a  p.  iin-'..rt  ii  nf  cia-cM'.  ami  to  stop  at  Aunt 
Matiliia'.s  and  tell  la  i-  \va''\e  a-coiiif.  'riaai  1'!!  roiii,- 
l;ack." 

'^''"  '''■'■  |'i-'i\.d  \.i-,v  r,  tVai-fors.  and  I.Mldon  alaio.t 
'■^''■''>'-<'''  Hair  -I,  hdii-  -iipplv  .d'  niat("|i,.s  until  \u- 
I'tiiunilirr,  d    that    a   pircr   ,,['  ,l-,i,\    f-iiiv,    uas    as    infhn- 

'"■^'''•'    -l-^    tilld,!-.  I!, it     it     M  I/,  d    lip    and    di.  d    niit    1m  lulT 

*'"■  ^''ck-  u.  IV  u,  11  ali^ld.  ,,nd  !,.  ^^,  nt  in  ..aivli  of 
!ii"iv  ini>>in-'  lii>  'Aav  in  tlu^  1m,1Ii..>  ,,.,  !„■  ,.;,,iir  hick 
laden,  and  riinuin--  int.)  anotli.r  ciinp  an.l  into  ,,  \,  I'al 
inipa-->  !).  I'oi-c  he  i'oi.n.l  hi-  ov.  n  nttvit.  Hv  that 
time  the  fire  wa>  d.ad  Mid  hlick.  11,-  ii.e.i  the  la-t 
rcmainin<r  niat.'li.  k,  pt  tV.ilin^^r  fh.  fiiv  uith  pie<-e> 
of  dead  fuive.  and  at  h  Ili^ill  n'ot  it  Will  alin-h). 
,iii-t  .•!>  .Mai-v  r.ipp.  and  tu.nfv  iiiinuti  -  after 
licr  d.'parture.  He  t.d.l  her  of  hi>  \  ici-Mt  u.i.  >  and  >hc 
Iauy;lied. 

"  '•'  J''l  ■■'  ''in  l"!'.  I  k.v  I'd  a  had  it  h  lining;  in  Ie>s 
tliari  a  mimit.  .  d.unp  \m).„|  (,]■  n.i  ihrnip  u^md. 
W.io.l"-  aluavs  dniiji  thi^  tini.'  of  vcar.  hut  I  <loirt 
I".\  'lo  h.'.d  t.)  thai.  Vii-:  I  -,,l  -.".melhin"  ■.•»<,]  for 
Ve  !  •'  ,  -. 

Her  aniherdn-.iu  n  eve>  ;iieaiii.ii  with  nn  rrliiiiiit 
■■""'  "'"■  li''<l  -"111.  tiling  concealed  uiid.  r  her  torn 
apron. 
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"  \Vl:,il    i>   it:-  ""  lir  a>k.d. 
"  (fill  >•^.  till  n." 

"It  cui't  hr  tlic  lin  1(1  :ili(l  clici  M-  -  tlic  IU'W^-pjipn- 
p.tri!  I  II'. il'  r  vniir   u'lii"^  tliat ." 

Shr    l;rt.<l     till-    api'Dii    with    a    (li-aniatic    oi^tiirr    and 

ili>cn\  If,  il   ,1     I  iil;'  <it    III  il". 

"I  uiiit  ihii)  Aunt  Matilda'.-,  ni',  tip  way  and  >lu' 
n-ivr  nil-  till-  liri  ad  and  cIh  i  -.r,  -n  I  out  a  dl'up  of  li.-villil 
up  I  111  re  in  t  111-  \  dl  ii^'i-."' 

'I'lii  V  -ai  ddWii  til  til.  ir  nil  al  will'  ui'- at  /i--t.  and 
dt-MHirrd  i^icat  imils-  id'  ^'nixl  Imnii-  l)akrd  iin  ad: 
.  .  a  till'  cliiap  Mi.ipv  >-lir(  -r  did  ind  ta>tc  aiuiv-.  '*  fu-y 
pa--cd  tin-  |ll:;'  iVnMi  .ini-  In  .-itinlliil',  .'ilid  I,vddi)Ii.  who 
had  ahvav--  Ik  m  nit  ra  t'-i-t  idinii-.  fnri^nf  (n  wondi-r 
whirli  sidi  of  it  Mir_\'-.  !ip>  had  tuiK-lnd.  Hii!  thtn 
ilu-v  Will'  vi  rv  attrai'i  i\i  1 V  (airvad.  the  lip^  of  hi-altli 
it<i"lf. 

Thi-n  >i'i  wipid  thiiM  nti  lii-r  >lt  r\r,  mllid 
ci^'ai'i-t  trs  tor  lirr>t  It'  and  linn.  Id  tlii-ni  from  a  stick, 
and  >al  hack  Im'^^in^  lu-r  knc(->.  lu-r  tliin  conn  l_v 
fact-  ^louini^'  from  thv  In  at  of  tin  fire,  tlu-  ale  and 
till-  f rc^li  air. 

"Anil  to-iii;j,Iit.'"  -aid  I.vddon.  "you'll  he  >liipini^  in 
a  lion-i  ." 

"  Not  inc."  -Ill  .-aid.  "  I  -li.'dl  put  up  a  hit  id"  a  tent 
back  of  auid'-  hou-i-.  I  don't  ki  i-r  for  sleepin"  in  a 
rooii.,  l,i--idi-  tliev'M-  ci'oudiil  in  tlui-r  a-  d  i>.  I*ri--N_v'.s 
married,  hid  now  the  other  two  o^al-  ha-  a  roon!  to 
till  ni-(  !\  e-." 

"  I-  vmir  Auid   Matilda  'our  father'^  -i-ti  ri' " 

"No.  -he  ua-n'r  a  dame-.  She  \^a-  my  mother's 
^istl-r,  look.  (ii'an.iv  live-  tln-er.  too.  I{ii!-ndden. 
Hut  shi"\e  adost  iit-r  mind  latelv,  pour  old  'ooniin. 
Her  nmii'-  I.amh.  Aim  lia  I.amh.  They'-  ;j,-raiHiy  .-ind 
Aunt     .Matihla.     and     I'an'lv.     and     Ni'l-t.     and     Alius, 
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;iM'l  till  two  \t()\>  !t  ft,  lir-idi  I'ru'Ir  Joi  .  Alld  tlltTc's 
dll'v   tliTi  r   rii()in>   i'nr  tllc  Idt   (it"  'i  III."" 

*'  How  oil  '   irtli  do  tlitv  111:1111,^1'  r  "'  lir  .'i-Im  d,  watcliiiii^ 
liir  t'.H'i  . 

•'Will.      I'lll'lv     ;Mld     \  i"lrt      -1(  rjl-     llV      t  !  H  Ill-t  1  \  (  >     ill     U 

kind  of  lol'l  pi  ICC.  and  the  lio_\  >  >1(  rj)>  Ion;;-  of  Aunt 
and  I'm  It.  .oid  Al!l!^  >lir|i:-  loii;^;  of  (iranny.  Afore 
I'ri>-\  iiiarrird  .-lir  ^li  jil  uitli  (iranny,  too.  W  lu  ri 
.slic  ua^  nianiid,  >lic  inariicd  a  vouiil;'  man  name  <if 
Janii  >.  a  (am^iri  ot'  da  1"-,  and  tluy  >>  f  ii|)  in  the 
f;-ardrii  hack  id'  aiml'-  lioii^c  in  a  tent.  'I'lic  nio;lit 
after  the  widdin"  I'ri^-v  ijoi  >  up  to  e-i-amiy  and  >\vc,irs 
notliin"  "d  make  In  i-  coo  down  to  the  tciit.  "  Tm  i^oin"  to 
.•>It(  j)  all  11^  o'  ^n'at!n\.'  -lie  >av-.  Hut  tiny  i^n)t  her  out 
into  the  o-arden  and  hukiii  thi  dooi  on  her,  and  youii;,' 
.lanic'^  he  carried  hi  r  di.un  to  the  teid  hi^Mclt."' 

'•  It  \va~  a  111  ir!-ia;j,-e  hy  cijituie.  Why,  wa->  -<hc  afraid 
of  her  hu-haiid .'  "' 

"  (iot  kind  of  >hv.      (iaK  i>  like  that  sometimes." 

'•  I-  l'ri->y  pretty,  too.*" 

"She  \vu/.  Shi'-  uot  t'our  cha.\i>  liv  now.  and 
tliat">  made  her  thin.  Hut  -he  \mi/  never  so  p*ctty  as 
llnriv.  Pri-i  has  o-ot  a  cottai^n-  now.  up  o\cr  the  hill, 
when  we  ^-oo  up  to  aunt"-  \ou"ll  xe  it.  Well.  I  o-ot  to 
leave  vou  now  vou"re  M'ttiid.  lait  Til  come  over  afore 
suplier-tiiiie  and  hrini,^  you  a  !i.t  of  -uniiuat.  IIere',> 
half  a  loaf,  and  the  t' a  and  teapot"',  in  ilnre  in  tin- 
ten  t.  If  V  oil  I',  ant-  an\  ,  uiiiLT.  ami  I"-  liou-e  i-  ju-t  acro-t 
from  lure,  with  a  hit  of  ;j,rei  ri  in  front  of  it.  You  can't 
miss  it.  it's  the  on'y  cottao-e  th;>  sidi  ."" 

"  I  >li  dl  mi>s  you  horrihly."* 

She  {lu-lied,  suddenlv  anil  uinApeetedly.  '*  Wlieri 
vou  wants  me  \ou"\e  on  \  eot  to  t;,,,,  mit-nli  oi  aunt  s 
and  liolli  r  iiie."' 

'*  What  are  vou  LLoiio'  to  do  thi-  afternoon.-  *' 
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"('ill   -.nine  prM-,  ;i||,l  I,,  l[)  .iiiiil  liii;'  lip  -iiiiif  ]) rini r().>e 
"Will,  it'  Villi  Wife  nulls  ;i\\:iv  (liui;iii:4'  ii|i  |)i"iiiiro»cs 

I    >!inl|!il    lin!L  |-    III    \.lill.'" 

"  ^  nil  M(,t  Id  uii(i  ;in(l  l;:I  ^diiii'  >l;ck-.  \'\t  ii'iik  tlir 
(li'llki  y     up     Id     .imi)"-,     'lilt      it      \nll     \\:lMt>     a  II  \  I  !  i  i  1 1  Li     iillt 

of  III.'  c.-rl.  ifjl  !).■  In  til,  sliKJ  Ihm;|i'  tin  n.t  t:ii;v.  Vtr, 
I  liitl-t  ;^()()." 

Slic  rn^c.  .Is  il'  liall"  n  hid -Mil  Iv.  and  ilrnppiil  tlic  cini 
of"  till-  <-i^arrtic  iiitu  tlif  f!apir>,  liiildiiiL;'  Ihi"  lini\ui 
sihi  I'  riiiLi,'!  il  iiaml-  a  iiumih  nt  tu  tlir  lila/c.  i  linii^li  in  tlir 
sill  lt(  r  it    u  as  lint   cnM. 

"  ( inn, I  In  !■.  .Mar\    (li  ar." 

"  (innd  by,,  Adilll.  N'nll  11',  dl."  "Mid  l^a\ill^•  t!ll> 
trid.       I    kiiaws   till'   pi  npli-   what's   i  ,1   riiar   liv.   and 

I'll  (Imp  a  la\  tn  n;ii  ut'  the  eh  (\  is  tn  klji  an  iVi'  on 
thrtiiv." 

Ilir  cniiuly  timiiT  and  dark  litad  disap])iarid 
hiliind  till-  thick  h.illiis.  and  he  \\as  lift  with  a  frilin^ 
(d'  aliniptly  rnptiind  cniiipaninnship.  \  w.ivf  of 
siuid,  II  disir,'  piss,  ,1  i,\,i-  him.  Ilr  was  pos^iss,  d  hv 
tlir  impulse  for  a  miiiulr  to  leap  after  In  r  tlirounh  the 
liolhes.  to  sei/e  lier  anils  and  hniin-  her  Iia(d<.  willv- 
iiilly,  with  her  swe,t  wid,'  smil,-  and  her  !ir,  wii  smokv 
hands. 

"And  what  tluii'"  he  asked  himsilf.  and  with  ii 
flush  as  dl  ,  p  as  hi  r  o\mi  had  luiii  he  told  himself  ho 
was  several  differ, id  kinds  oi'  fool.  Hut  her  half- 
smoked  (■i;^arette  hid  fallen  short  id"  the  firi  ,  and  lie 
took  it  up  ami  plaei  (1  it  lutuein  his  own  lips,  won- 
deiiiiu'  if  it  wiie  an  uistmet  of  fliLrlif  as  sudden  as  lii> 
instinct    of   pursuit   vhi,!i   had   made   her  throw    it   ,awav 


111    li'.ive    lum. 


life      IS 


Iiefor,     she    had    finished    it     ai 

n,\ir  an\    pressing;  liurrv   in   a   yvpsx's   life      In  r  aunt 

\Miiild      piohably      wait      jilacidly      enouu,'!i      uidil      she 
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.ip|,v:irt<l.  '!'!;(  !1  III'  till  III  il  tile  siilijict  iMlt  nt"  lii>  iiiiiul 
(li'lil)i-ivilrl  \ .  M  <:y  \\.i-~  liiit  ;i  chiid.  in  ^jiiti  <<{  lur 
would  Im'  !('\ir.  .-ind  ^nll'^  <li  i  [n  r  than  tiic  nn  iii  ainl 
w  idi  I-  tli.iii  Mir  >k_v  scp.ir.itrd  tluin.  'I'm  crd-'-  tlnni, 
(\tii  Inr  ,1  iiiiiiMi  111 .  \\iMild  iic  to  -.|Miil  tliiir  ri  lit  ion^li.]) 
oiH'  to  ari!  t  hcl'.  Marv  ua^  lo\alilf.  .Maiv  liad  an 
iuMdioii^  cliiMii  uImcIi  ua-  -iiiiii't  liin;^'  \ir\  ditlicMilt 
to  di  tine,  and  It.  n'.itii  lur  <  ri;d,  ni  ^^  -In-  lia.d  ^mintliini^ 
liki  a  >oiil.  Will,  it  w.i^  no  !iii>iiii^->  ot"  ln^.  ^ocncr 
oi"  later  sill  v'.oiild  pa-'  hrtwiin  tin-  niil!--loni^;  i\'<  i  \- 
jH  ri'  hi-  ^  III  niari'i'd  lili-  \\itli  an  Alt'  Stari  .  or  orii-  lil»r 
unto  n.;  ),  uould  ^'riiid  tlii  \nutli  .iid  llif  poitrv  out 
of  litf;  and  t!ii  -in  im-  fi^ht  for  ixi^tincc.  Ilir  .-ordid 
strMii'i^lr  for  lii'i  id  for  l.ir-(!t'  and  lur  cliildri  ii,  would 
coarxii  lur  and  nli  lur  ol  lar  i;i  nth  ni^^  and  Irt 
(■.(jiacit y  for  li  ifiin;''  ^-. 

A  cliirpini;-  not.,  ^lia  p,  >t  tccato  and  iiutallii'.  rc- 
prati  d  anaiii  am!  .i;4'a.n.  and  a  l;1'i  it  tliittcriiiL;  of 
\\  iiiH-  attracttd  li!>  attrntiori  at  la-t.  Ih  ])int\\ri\  ;i 
cliatiincli  uiti;  niddx  liria-t  and  tlirtiii;^,'  tall  t  ii^M^-rd 
m  a  lo\r  p  (^^  ti;i  '.'.  lili  jf^  in  itc  m  thr  iiollvdm^li  ju>t 
alii)\i-  hi-,  laad.  IIi-  >a\\  tic  pur-uit  ot'  tin'  rock-hii'd, 
thr  mock  tlinht.  the  priA  o(  ai  1\  r  ( a  ii|Urf  1' <>■  o  t'  thr  lull, 
and  liccaii^i'  hi-  ua-^  -o  niofioiiK^^  l!;r\  took  no  hard 
Init  co'tmuid  tluir  |«ritiy  court -liiji.  Ili;^li  a^^ain^t 
the  uindv  hole  and  white  of  the  >kv  ih'o\e  him  a  lark 
was  .-hrillitii;'.  hw  \sin!4>  lieatin^"  the  ail"  so  rapidlv 
that  thiv  iookiil  Ilk''  pinion-.  o|'  mi-t.  ri^ini^-  1)\-  >hort 
ccst.it  ic  jerks  and  then  >inkinn'  to  earth  in  the  ^iidiiin 
silence  th  it  follows  su|)reme  elfort.  Somcwliere  on  tht.- 
moor  he  had  ;i  ne^t.  somcwlu're  lie  h  id  kno'.vn  tlic  ocstasy 
ot'  wliiili  he  -  inn'  -o  hr.izenly,  sonu'wlicri'  lie  had  ta>tei| 
Hie  raptiM  of  I'.e  Nprinn;.  I.yddon  felt  curioiislv 
lonely. 

lie    had    to    u  ilk    far    atii  Id    to    lailKct    his    wood,    and 


no 
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riluiti'il  .it  ti.i  tiiiit-  Id  lliiil  a  r.i  LTi^rd.  Ioii/Ii-Ik  ikImI 
iiffl'iii  |iiittini4"  till'  I-I--I  -IicIn  (lilt  111'  tlic  -,u-k  into  .1 
dviii;^'  liii  . 

"  .Mai'V  a-t   n;.    !<>  kip  up  IIk    liri  ,""  ~i;<l  he 

I.\(li|i)ri  i"(i:irnil,i  !(  r|  till'  tw()|iiiici  which  thr  nld 
stoiii  i-iillrc  tnr  had  L;i\iii  hiiii  two  di\>  hit"i)i'r.  and 
lH--t('\M  d  it  upon  th<  <hild.  \^lio  hn;^i  nd  iiiijuini- 
\'w\\. 

"  \\'hai">  \wur  ii.'iMi  .  --niiii\r'  "  a^k'd  I._\ddim.  frrdiri;^ 
thi'  fire  wltli  tl'-  t'l'-h  -upiih'  nt"  woml  and  Mttin;j; 
I  lie  ki  till    <jri  thr  ••  ka\  \  I    k'i>ht   "  ii\  ,  1-  it. 

■■  I{nh(  rt  ."*  -^aid  i  hi   Imiv  n  adilv. 

••  Hnlh  1  t    what:  •• 

"  He').  It  Shrrratt." 

"  Will  i(    all    \  mi  caiiipiiiji'.' 

'*  Hack  of  vi  i-.*"      Hi-  iiidiratid  with  a  dii'tv  hand  tlic 

\  lucklli  ■•■'r-   111    hull  V. 

••    Did    Vnll    fill    th,      k(  ttl,'?  " 


No.    .Marv    did. 


come 


liac-k    viT    aft 


(  r    von 


M 


a-  li'onr. 


said      I      w  a>      to      tell      von      tlnrr'--      a 
t".>    oanitii    what    vou    kin    um,'    if    vou 


\vt  M    111    \\iv    anil 
wants." 

*'  Is  Maiv  a  ('i)Usln  of"  vmirs.-  " 

••  No." 

'I'lu-  ^riiiiv  (If  with  his  old  \'()nn;j;  face  sat  down  on 
his  ill  I  Is  l)v  the  hia/r.  chtwini;-  a  slick. 

"  Wli'i'c  d'voii  conic  from!'"  In  (iiusiioiud  in  I'.is 
turn. 

'"  london,""  said  I.vddon. 

'l"lu   hoy  oilnncd.      '*  I  hin  tluic  oust."  hi-  said. 

"  Did  von  likt'  it .'  " 

"'  \Vi  wiiit  to  a  I'iclcr  Pallis.**  said  he.  as  if  this 
uii-'  the  slim  total  of  all  .piv^.  "  (»"t  a  fai^'r  '"  he  adilcd 
.^liaiiit  li  sslv. 
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"N(i.  Vdil  (■.■III  li^ivc  Miiiif  t(  n  tl;();ii^li.  \v|i.ii  till- 
k.  ftl,\  I. nil., I."' 

It  ilid  liii;l  .'it  l.i^t.  .■111(1  I.mMoii  III  nil  llii  111.  fiiidiii;^ 
tint  .M;iry  \,:u\  li  J't  Iiiiii  two  ciijiN  in  tlir  cDnn  r  ot  the 
ti:.t.  Dili  till-  III!  ui  tli.it  >lir  (  miti  iiipl.ilt  (I  jniniiiu; 
iiiiii  :• 

Tin  lioy  Mill  iii.tii  .-ill'  .'111(1  (ir.iiik  ill  .^i!l  iicc.  till  tlic 
ciiild  >.ii(l 

"  Motln  r  '\i'  o()t  ,1  |),iliv.'" 

"   I  Inw    old  - 

"  l{.irri  u~tiildy.  So  tlicv  curt  ihonc  ii>  (in  fur  ,i 
t'<)rtiii;;'lit."' 

"  I  ^()\^   111.111  \'  id"  \'(iii  .■ifi    t  lure  ': 

"  'riiirfci  n.      .Miitlu  r  '\r  h.-ul  fit't'  in.  liut  two  on  't]\\\ 

"  And  liiiu'  iii;iii_v  t.  nt>  li,i\c  mhi  ^n',  r 

"We  .-und  L;(it  lint  tin-  nric  A  dmililc  one.  look. 
.Mdtlur  and  I'.itlicr  >l(('[w  (uic  >idi-  ami  lis  little  orio 
till'  tidliir." 

"  lint  li(i\v  do  villi  ni.inii^n-.-  " 

'•  Oil,   \v(    ^rits   in  .-(iiiK  *ow.      Kifis  c.icli   otlu  r  w.ann." 

I.vddoii  a-ki  d  liow  lii>  p.-in  rits  in.tdr  i  iioii;xli  ''>  l"o\  id'- 
for  tluni  .■ill. 

"  All  s;irt-  of  w.iys.  I'';itlir:-  nl,■lk^■■^  luc  jiot^  ,ind 
mother  .mH".  lace.  .Soiiii  t iriu^  f'.itlier  work-'  for  tin 
fanner.s.  tliey">e  o;lad  of  :i  little  ixtry  In  Ip  in  o;,ttiir 
in  tlie  ci'ojis  or  cirt  in"  li.iy.  it  li.o  to  he  done  quie^. 
look." 

Till-  liov  (lev()iire<l  Ills  lin  ,id-.ind  liiitter  liiiiiLi;riIv 
I.yddon  could  mc  that  In  w.is  thin  and  il!-n'Min->h(  d 
And  vet  when  he  comp.in d  the  life  till -e  iiii-i  r.^ihli 
wanderi'r.s  led  with  the  life  they  uiMild  le.id  in  a  slum 
he  found  it  infinitely  pret'ei-.ilile  to  l(.t\e  theiii  u  h  n 
they  were.  Here.  ,it  any  r.-iti.  th'  v  "i;ul  pure  .air 
whole.M)nU'   sunli'j'ht.    the    lore    ot'    t!ii     woods    .:ind    iiioorv 
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;ui(l  j)-iiriit^  u!in  unrl-.id  ton  li.ii'i!  fur  tliiir  piTcariniis 
liviii^'  to  iiiiliili;'    in  t'i((|iirMt  (Iriiikiiii,^  IxmU. 

I,.-itrr  on  Ic  acc(!iii)iiniMl  Mm    cliiM  fo  tin-  trtif.      Tlif 

Ill.Ml  'A  I  >  uolklll;^'  at  -oliic  1m  r  [Mil-  uliicll  lie  said 
"lie  nr(i(i-iil  liv  tl,i  -Imp  ;t  j{nrlrv.  Ill-  materials 
vv'i'i     III    ll:t     -iiii|i|i-.t       liiMiiilih  s.    sjillt    and    |ii  >  I.  d.    and 

IIm    fall  li|i.:i!,(d  1m  rim  t^  \\lncli  orou   in  fir  w N.      'I'lir 

\\oin  III.  Mio\  d  I;',  (  nno-d  \.  dii w  thr  fi  nt  (ai\i  linir  asidi- 
and  |n(ik(d  iiiit  at  I.\(ldi)n,  ^^lMl  liad<  |m  i-  j^aMni  (|a\'.  and 
il.ski  (I  In  r  liow    s|m    did. 

'*  Sill 'II  in  up  soiin."  said  the  man.  *' 'I'^i  nVs  not 
nimli  amis,  \\il|i  In  r.       >li"  liavis  ",  m  \,v\  ias\.'" 

Ilalt'  1  do/i  n  tihl)\'  cliildi' ti  wrvi-  plavin;x  in  tlir 
mud.  Oni  Imiv  (d'  ahoiit  tlin''  \(  iis  nld  sto-ai  hv  flic 
tent  and  put  lus  tiaiMaic  out  at  I,\ddon.  <|ninn-  a  kind 
of  .sliiilllini;-  st  raddli  |(  i^-^-.  d  dama  in  tin  muddv  stra>v, 
out  of  still  r  impud:  i\'y.  liis  t,,ir  ruils  \\ ,  la-  \r\\-  dirtv- 
lookliin,  lus  t'aci  was  liiMrinii  (1.  lii-  nose  nmninn'.  ^  tt 
111-  looknl  till'  pu'turr  (d  laaltli,  aiid  flir  woman,  in  spitr 
of  ill  r  fit  !•  (  II  cluldi'iii  and  In  r  lit  t  \  \  ■  ar-  of'  \v  andi'rui;j;. 
laad  not  a  ^ri  _v  liair  in  Inr  ia  ad. 

".\n\  tuiir  vol!  wants  to  'j^D  awav."  said  tin-  man, 
"  voii  (  onif  Vi  r.  and  Koh,  it  or  oiir  of  tin-  ollni-s  '11  see 
VfP  t  liin_;-s  isn't  toui-ln  d." 

I.vddon  tliankid  lum  ani!  was  consiuous  of  tin  ir 
(aii'iositv.  'I'lii'V  kin-w  Ih.'d  \n-  was  not  one  of  tlimi- 
st|\i-.  aiul  till  V  aNo  k.mw.  tvidiidlv,  that  lir  wa-  junni- 
|(  s,.  lor  i]]i  \  dhl  not  a-k  kmi  for  momv. 

Ill  1-,  turiHil  to  till'  loMi  ly  ti  id  and  sat  ri-tliss|v  l)V 
llie  flia-.  Till  pro^rammr  wliii'ii  .Marv  had  skrtclnd 
out  (o)-  hiin  -  to  st  irt  oil'  on  tlir  laiads  as  -oon  as  the 
lta\is  \\(  re  out.  pha-iil  hmi,  hut  it  \^as  a  lon^  wav 
oil'.  'l"\v  ilii^lit  liid  fallen,  and  the  wind  i  ehoed  and 
rustle  I  in  th''  iiollii  s.  .-naa  nluat  in^,  as  did  (\erv  small 
.sound,   liie   -ill  ma.   the   ah-i  nca-   of  human   \oicas    in    tlk' 
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ti  (it.  In  \  1111  !i.  hi'il  to  think  (if  nihil-  thintr^.  in 
\ain  hf  ri,i(l  nid  r.  rml  tl'f  >hi  .  t  dC  th.  />,./''/  M,:il 
ill  which  thi-  lii.it'  n\'  hii.iil  h.nl  l)(iii  \ir.i|i[M(l;  ,ill  l;r 
coiihl  think  lit  \*:i-  thi-  tact  tiiit  \i  v\  -non  Mir\  wiiiihl 
lirinn-  hi>  -ii|i|M  r,  wnl  th.it  -h.-  mii^ht  [)iil!,;ii>  ^it  uilh 
liiiii  a  litth  uhih-  in  the  fire  li',''! it  aiul  t  lik.  ami  -ninkc, 
atul  ^Illi|.■.  llr  hail  ,i!ua\>  tliil  triiiii  pcitji!.  in  tin- 
(lavs  uhcn  he  hiil  hi  (  ii  nlih^i  d  to  iiti  rt  hi>  w  i  t'c's 
f^icll(l^  in  the  artificial  litV  >hc  pia  t'l  ii'<  il  to  aiiv  othrr. 
Hut  iiou  he  ua>  |io,M->i(l  liy  .an  ali-urd  huno'cr  tor 
tlic  •^\'j;\\\.  of"  .Mii\\^  thin  \i\i,|  Cac' .  with  it>  m;iiiI|c, 
sniilmo-  I  vi- :  the  month  that  ciumiI  ii|i\\ar(U  \si>tfii||\- 
ut  the  (  orin  iv.  ami  it^  >,h  ulou  v  imtidv  t'lann  of 
])l.aitcd  haif.  The  iiii|ii  net  imIiIi-  hollii-.  -!,iit  him  in 
.as  in  a  pri-on  of  d.trk  ^n  en.  I  fe  uonid  h,i\e  hle-^ed 
cvcri  .\nnt  (ii  i".ania">  hrouri  and  ^vrinlJed  coiinten.aiice 
if  it  lijul  a[)|)e.ar(  (1  round  the  conn  r  id'  the  liii>iie>.  hut 
h_v  tlii>  time  her  wan  \va-  dr.a\\ii  u|i  for  the  iiioht  on 
.some  ro,a<l^ide  or  in  -onie  (i;  Id  IhIuiih  jare  .and  I'.irke- 
.stoiie. 

There    u.as    ,1    |iu-ht    iioi-e.    a    rrackliiii:'.    a    ni>tlin''>'. 

!*■     must     lie     .M,ar\'     \vitll     lli>     -upper.         No.     it     mo\ed     too 

irreffiilai  l_v,  too  loilerino'ly.  lie  uint  to  the  openin;^  to 
look.  ("ommif  down  the  n.arrinv  ^la  en  u  illid  p.ath 
in  tlif  li;^ht  of  the  rl-ino"  moon  u.a-  .a  donkey- foal. 
a  small.  ,urev.  •-l^aiX^^■  cri  atni'e.  \vho>e  \(I\e^  no,-,c 
soui^lit  delicatelv  .amoiiij;  the  holl\-  lea\i>  .and  prickles, 
for  voiini;  hr.amlile  li,a\es  which  it  plucked  with  ix 
liftiiio-  of  it^  lips  and  a  o'entle  tuo-.  At  the  si^rht  of 
Lyddon  it  v,  'Iked  lei-.irelv  h.ack  to  it-  in'^i-ihle  d.am. 
Lyddori  -.it  down  a<;-,iiii  to  w.ait.  A  nniW' d  ru-tliiii,'. 
a  foott'ali,  .a  liiaiken  -rick-  -omethin;.;  hiima!i  w.as 
cominii;  at  l.a-t  I  'I'hi  re  \v,a>  the  irle.am  of  an  .apron, 
and    then    -into   tlie   circle   of    th.     fin  lin'hf    .a    litile   j^irl 

Jie.ariiMr  .-i    Til.ite  c.areriillv   ciuerid   with   .•iimlher 


n 


AM.WAKI) 


She  caiin    In  tl;c    d  iit. 

"I'm  Alhi-,'"  --lif  -  liJ.  *"^ll">  -^nuH  ■>!i\v  for  ymi. 
aiiil  i>  IImic  aiix  lliiii!.  i  N.-  \tiii  \^  iiit'.  pli  im-.  .M.irv 
says. 

TIk  I(  U.is  tl'itliili;;-  lillt  M.irv  l:i  IM  If.  lie  tliallki'I 
till'  lilllr  ri.ild' II  wlio  luukrii  ,il  |,]iii  with  lir(i\^ii  t  \' s 
rdiiMil  w  it  11  iiili-i'i  -t . 

"  Nip.  I  *.i(l  ^i:|llc  .**  ^ll''  -11(1  uIhM  111  tlilllkMl  IkT  (IkI 
(itf'i   ;  •  (I    li(|-  Milllr   i)t    t  lir  s-lV()lir_V  nil  V-. 

"  \  ciii  arc  liki  .Mar\."  In-  -aiil.  liii)!^!!!;^'  mlo  the  clnld's 
facr,  for  -lir  ua-  i!  Ilk  an  I  pii  1 1  \'  ami  <l>  an. 

"Sill*-  mr  cuii-in,  lnnk,"  -aiil  Aluc,  ami  rrki|i-((I 
iiJo  -il'in'c.  (Ii  \  iMinii^  liihi  v\itli  a  (ainijirclnii^ivc  -tan- 
wki'li  lim!\  iintc  of  (  \i  r\'  (k  tail.  she  watch,  il  him  tat 
ami  I'lrii-MJ  [i>  lie  (livnvii  iiitii  ci'iiN  I  r-al  i"ii.  aii-u  cmm;^ 
oill  \    "  \  t  ■-  "  iir  "   Nn  ■"  t  a  a!!  hi-   cfi'iir!  -. 

( >i;l\  at  11  r  he  hail  liiii-la  tl.  ~hc  volinitii  I'cil   — 

*'  I  cm   iuiap." 

I  Ic  ua-  -I'liicw  hat   mniphi--- 1  il. 

"  .lump,  cm  villi  -  " 

She  iinililid.  "  I  laii  /iniii])  liinlnr  nor  atiy  om'  in 
Tharm  \  hill."' 

•■  That"-  -(Mint  !iin'_;'  to  lu   |ir(ui(l  oi'."" 

*■  I  akc  to  -cc  nil  r  '"  -he  a--kc(l. 

'•  Ol'coiirM." 

'•Will.  VOll  hold  out  one  of  theV  -tick-.  lli-ld  it 
•a  hit  low  .at   fu-t.  .an'  voii  -i  e." 

lie  laid  d  a-  liioh  a-  hi-  kliec. 

"  'I'liat'-  iruthink."'  -he  cxclaiimd  xairnfullv. 
'•Ili-lier!" 

He  nio\  1  d  tlie  >tick  up  .'IS  far  a-  !ii-  thiiili. 

*'  'I'll  it'll  do  to  -t.art  with,"  -he  ,appro\ed.  .and  leapt 
it  lii;i;tl_v  iml  e.i-ilv,  though  her  hoot-  \\ii\- 
cliim-\ . 

lie   laid   it   hio-lur.      She  cleared   it.      A>   liiudi  ;is  hi- 
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waiNt.   alinn>l    u|)    In  lii^    >!nnilil>r.       Tlif    liltir  rrcitiin 

w.is    ii\(i-.    lie  r    liii!>  jii-t     clickiiii^;    ;ii;.'iiii-.t     the    -tii'k. 

'J'li' II     -111'    (Ii^l-tiil.  iiil  I'.icid.     piiitiiiL;'     .111(1     sniiliii;^. 
\v  iiilc  Ih'  .iiiiiI.ukIi  (I. 

*'  .Mll'X  ~.Uil  I  <(i;ilil  -li'HV  V(i;|.  il'  _\  nil  i-t  111'.*"  -11(1 
hlic  llllV  l\  . 

*■  What  lit-  M,ir\   !.i  (  n  <I<i1ti^- 

"  ()iil   uitli  iiiiitl  I  ?■.      Will  n    Mill  Idii' 

III-  (|i>(  rilul  to  lur  111-  vv  ilk  in  si.ircli  ot'  udml. 

**()li.  voii  iiiii  (Id'.Nii  I  lulni, -1.  V.  'riiiii '-  lilt-  of 
woo'l  "lioiit  i\u\K  tlnv  \)fj;  \^iii(l>  liiiiii;-  ilouii  tin 
.stick-.*' 

'J'liiv  coiiM-rxd  a  little  ainl  tliiri  -he  rtuMi-kiil  '"  1 
liiiisf  o()()  now  .** 

"  lt*s  not   I  itc.** 

'•  Wi-  ^Mii  •,  to  lied  larlv.  Oil.  I  nio-t  fn ri,'ot  !  I'licl.' 
Sam  .-(tit  woi'il  liv  Toiii  I'hI^i  l.-v  tliit  von  ui-  to  ^oo 
up  to  MiN^  I'nci'-  to  iiioir,  r  about  >i\cii  i/cloik  and 
.Mc  .Mr.  iJrii-liu  oo(l  up  tliiir,  \sli  it">  puttiiiij;  up  a  place 
for  Ik  r.  Ili-  man  what  dni  -  the  c aiprnti  rmi;-  *\i  lalh  ii 
sick,  .an*  i.ik  h  spoke  I'or  \oii  \(-tidd\-  u  In  ii  In-  x  i  ii 
Mr.  l?rii-huood  do\\  ii  at  Miirh  y.  So  it'  \i>ii  ^oe-  up, 
you  mav  ij;el  the  ,p)h.  It*-  up  oii  the  mam  road  aiiv 
one  "11  tell  \dll  \\lnl'e  .Mi->  I'ra  I  do  li\e.  Tin  la  *> 
another  car}i(  ntt  r  at  'rii.arni  _\  hill,  hut  a  lot  (d"  *(  ui"s 
working'  il|>  at  Lord  1{(  dlii  Id*-,  and  in  *d  adiase  lo  ^^i  t  ,a 
man  from  Cliristchiii eh.** 

"  ril  ^o.*"  said  I.\d(liiii.  after  ,i  pau-e. 

*■  .Marv  s;i\-.  mind  voii  doe-,""  -  ml  Ahic. 

"  VoiTre  fond  <>\  M.iiy  r  "* 

*' Slie"s  ;i\\  riLl'lit  .**  Ali(a-  replad  in  ,a  toin  t'lat  mii^dit 
have  been  M.irv's  own. 

"  I  t.ll  you  what  if  I  do  ;;,■.  t  the  jo]).  I'll  ^^vt  a  hi<^r 
cake  af  the  \illa^e  -hop  the  ti:'-t  time  I  e-et  my  wa^tvs, 
and  ue"ll  lia\e  .a  tea-part  \ ."' 


ih; 


AI.I.WAl'J) 


sill-   r.c,  iv(il    till     [Mn|)ci>itl.)ii    coolly.      "It'll   hivc    to 

In     ;i   \)'l'^  nil."  >l|r  oli-i  r\.  (1.   '•    if   w.      ill    rnin  >.'" 
■*  'I'uo,   till  II.    if   till-    I'lllnU    nill    tn    it." 
"    N   CM)    -liniil,!     M,      uli.it    \\^     1,1  t~    tlir.ll|M;li    at    Jl    Siiiuliv 

SiliodI  I  ii  ,it."  N.iiil  -lii    (i  r\(  lit  l\ . 

"    \  nil   oil   tn  SuikIi  \    SclinnI  : 

"  ('niir^..       WJrit  irynii  lliiiik!      TIm  V  ;;'iM^  us  :i  tnr 
at  (■l;^!^tnl,■ls.       Hut   1  inii-lirt  ^t,|_\  _v>  r  talkiti'." 
She  pre  |>,ilr(|  tn  t.iki    In  r  li  :i\i  . 
**  (  innd    rll^llt.    tj.i  II."    -■.id    1,1  . 
"(  inn, I    Ill-lit.  Midil       \n||      i|m||'|       (i\,r-I..|)       Vll'Mlf. 

Sliall  I  cniin   ai'ii  Imll.  \-  \uii  in  th,    iiinriiiir  r  " 
*•    TliM,  \  iin  II,  .  il  to  (in  tliit.        I  waki    larlv." 

Hi  ili,l  iMit  ntl",  r  t,)  ,>c,)it  In  1-  liack.  and  -lie  d\<- 
;qi|i,  111,1  into  tin  daikii,  >,s  us  silent  Iv  a>  a  ".vjld 
a  1 1 1 1 1 1  d . 

I  If  sat  .mliilc  hy  tlic  riiiln  r>  of'  th,.  (iic.  and  tlnn, 
a-  it  nf,  u  cliilly.  iinlrisMd  l)\  it^  (Uin^-  n|u\v  and  lav 
ilnw  n  to  sK  t  |). 


(  n.\rri:K  \ 

Tm.  linuvc  \u  «lii(li  Ml--  Vi\i.  liv.il  was  upon  tlu' 
lii^-liist  sliotildt  r  'i  till  hill.  Sl.i  had  cIk.sc"  it  Ix- 
cailsf  of  i\>  pun  air  ainl  it^  \  i,  w  ii\(  r  I  laiiip-hiii  and 
l)i)rsif,  I'l.r  >li.'  coidd  N. ,  til,'  I-|.  i,i'  I'liili,  rk  and 
Four  llaiTMVs  Duwn  uit!i  I'd.ij.  Ilirlinur  jrlittcriiii; 
iHtwttii  nil  .■iii\  (  !i  I,  d.i\.  and  iv.n  tin  I-l.-  <.!'  '^'^"Iit, 
a>  Will  a-  iniK  >  nf  luilli  ;iiid  furot.  'I'hc  \ 
li'  r  d.  Iii,dit  and  prid.  ,  >|ic  tl.iiiinlif  it  llic  linr,t  in  tli^ 
cutintv.  Sill-  Inatlird  tun  prndiuts  nl'  tin  linp-  uion- 
than  ativtliiny;  i  |>i  (ui  (md'-,  taith:  nrn-  was  tlic 
nintnr-cir    ,ind    t!.     nthi  )■    tin     jt  nv    hiiild.  r.      N.ilh.r 

tl-nlll)l(d  her  liiUcli  .it  ('|mii<|\  (,it..  which  ui-  tin- 
name  nt"  la  r  linii-i  .  In  till-  ^uiinii<r.  it  i-.  tiur.  .■\ciir- 
.-inn  1)1' ik.  >  t'rnni  1  ■niirntniniith  and  tin  nintnr  c  ii>  nj' 
picasiin --I .  ki  r>  pi-^.d  ti;.  Iinii-..  .md  i.  din.d  In  r  to 
inipntiiit  r.i;^,-.  Imt  the  Im^th  nl"  .a  tinnt  n-.trd.ii 
.Mpl!'  lird  In  !•  trnlll  t  hr  lU' Ml  >t  rn- i  f  ii  -,  ,  i  nd  t'mni  hi-r  top 
UilidnU-    >hi-    ll.ad    natliiiik    n\ir    ,1-    lii;;-    :i    stfitth    nt"    \uld 

couiitrv  .is  aiiv  tn  111'  f'niind  in  th,-  xnitlirrn  cniinlii-, 
• — almost  hnusih  >s.  ;is  >|i,  pat  it.  Tn  h,  :ir  hrr  t.ilk, 
tlioilnh  >|u-  u,i,  till-  kilidi  -t  nt'  snilU,  \na  "niild 
inia<riiR-  that  .Mi>s  Price  wis|i,,|  tn  d.  [iri\c  ill  hiiniaii 
lKiii;.;>  liiit  licr>(|f  of  h  diil  it  inn-.  Cottap-  -In  p.ir- 
dnn((l.  provided  tlicv  uc  I'l  inwd  !iii:|!  •uii  thitchrd, 
lint  the  rcil-hnck  ciactiniis  ot"  tin-  cnmnici  ci  d  litiildi  r 
uiTL'  to  Imt  .1  criiiit  .  a  ih -t  cr.it  inn.  M  f.  l{tii-h\Mio<l. 
Ix'int;  a  laiildi  r.  ua>  Innkt  d  upnn  hv  h  r  uith  (hep 
.su-picion  and  a-  niii.h  n-cntmint  ,:>  -he  could 
h.ai'liniii"  .iirain-t  anv  one  wlmni  -h"  ri.'iliv  Ian  w,  t"or 
he  «a>   re>poii-ilile   lor  ,i   row     if   iid  Inick.   ^Iite-inot'ed 
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l)iiiMin!^-<  ill  tlic  villaifc.  Ni  \t  I'tluli'ss  .-!ir  linl  inm- 
iiii>si(iiii  il  liiiii  to  liiiild  ;i  new  (•o.icIi-IkHIs;'  and  -talili- 
in  Iter  ^'.inlrn.  tli  •  ulti  .>tal)liii<;  (juartcrs  bi'iiiLT  (lilajiidati  <i 
ami  ruiiHil.  >\\v  iiad.  tlun-foiv,  nindi-  tnicc  uitii  )l.r 
iiiiiii\,  liaxiii:;'  in  111  (if  liiiii,  Init  |ir<-tr\iil  a  ;4riiial 
lid^t  iliiv  i'l  "-[ifakiii^"  to  liiiii. 

■■ 'i'lii-  old  LTiri!  coiiic  and  talk  lo  \o;i  as  like  a-  not 
nliilc  voii*i-c  \vo/-kiii;4\"  saiil  Hiaisliu  nod  to  I.\iidiin. 
allii-  In-  i'ad  a;;Ti''d  to  i^ivc  liiiii  ;i  trial.  "  Don't  _\oii 
mind  ulial  .-lir  .sa_\  s.  Alwavs  i^iviii"  ad\  at  ■  -he  i,. 
^'ou  .iii^t  sav.  "Vis,  'in,'  aiitl  do  uliat  vovi  hkis 
aliuiii   it." 

l,\dd'U  \v.i>  to  n-r  tin-  (dht-r  niaiiV  tool-,  and  ]\v 
mI  to  'Aiiik  (Ik  rit'ull  V.  To  \M)i-k  with  Ills  liinds  was 
nainral  lo  liini.  artn-  his  a[)|tr(iitii'i'>lii|i.  All  pasx-d 
oti'  u.ll.  Mri!~h\v  I  Oil,  \\  ho  w.is  his  o\Mi  I'oiTiii  in. 
coiiMiK mil  d  hliii  oi-udL;iii,:;l_v  .and  /^"avc  Imn  to  midi  I'st.and 
that  hi  could  come  jm'ain  on  the  nioi /ow.  Lyddon  dis- 
(■oMCrd  that  he  h.id  i'or;^'ott(n  to.  hriiii^^  hi>  lunchton 
\\\\\\  him.  and  as  hr  tVlt  disiiichin  li  to  oo  hack  and  hnid 
ii[i  food  in  his  ttiit.  hr  dccidi  d  to  uait  with  an  uiipty 
.stomach  till  siv  o'clock.  I5ut  ,a!  hait"-|i;ist  four,  .as  he 
was  |il;uiin!.j  some  lio.aids.  a  small  .and  lu  at-fi^air'd  old 
uoiii.aii  c.imc  out  to  h.  ..  She  Wore  a  black  .skirt  .and 
o-rcv  hloiisc,  willi  .Ml!  .inciciil  rush  h.at  th.it  a  tr.imj) 
would  h.a^  c  disc.a  rdcd. 

"  .\i'c  \  on  Urush\v  ood's  tn  w  maiii'  " 

'■  \  cs.  'm,"  i([ili(il  I.vddon.  with  a  --mili-  tla  !^' i-irii^ 
inl  .1  I  he  I  \  es  w  hidi  he  ki  [it  dow  ncisf. 

She  looked  .at  liiiu  sh.ar)i!y. 

"  N  on  Wire  \M)rl.in;.;'  in  \oiir  hmch-hour."  >he  s.aid 
.iccusiiiol V.  tiiriiint;'  hiio-ht.  ^rey  i yes  upon  Imn. 

lie  flit  like  .a  school-hov  (h'tected  in  a  misdemeanour, 
and  -t  :;i  ti  i-i  d    mi  espl.iii.ii  ion. 

"  \\'(  II,  \ou'ii  helter  o'o  into  the  kitclu  ii  now  .and  h.ivt' 
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a  (MI)  III'  t(ii,"  >;ii(l  ^li.  .  c;ittiiiM|  liiiii  >]u)rt.  '"  I  .th\  iy> 
;^i\r  wiirkmrii  alfDut  liic  jilac'f  lliiir  t'  i.  a-.  I  -iijipo-ic 
you  may  liavi'  In  ard.** 

■■  \  '  -.  "ill."  I.yil(ii)n  ^ot  out,  tliou;^li  it  \va>  untrue. 

IJut  ^iu  ^(ill  liii^-»r<(l. 

"  ^"l  u  .n'r  a  .--t  raii^fi  i-  f  o  t  In  -i-  j  ■  1 1!  -." 

"  ^  1  -.  "in." 

■■  Ami  ,111  t  line  iti  (I  III  ill.  .Ill    VI ':i  not  - 

l,\(iil(iii  n  |)lu(i  that  111-  tould  nail  ami  «  rite. 

She  -naf)])!!!  Iiiin  uj)  iinpaticiitly.  "  NonsoiiM  ,  \oU 
wi  ir  at  a  jiiihlic  scliool  you  can't,  flcrcivr  uw.  W'iiat 
vv  i^  it,  diin!..'  ^  1)11  an.-  youii^^  to  haw  kn  ickkd 
uiiilir.*' 

"  \  (•>,  *m."'  IIi>  !m  1(1  \\  as  I'aixd  i\n\'. .  iikI  in  ti-n-il 
to  assuiiir  till-  j  I  III  pi  r  loin   of  hum  ill  t  V. 

"  l)iin"t  aii>\M  r  like  a  parrot."  said  sin.  '"  I  u.iiit  to 
w..rii  you  nut  to  drink  uhil.'  you're  here.  'I'here's 
nothing-  likr  .■!  ;j,oiiil  in.  al  to  ki  >  \)  yoii  from  that  tiinpt.'i- 
tinn.  .ind  \^liili-  you  are  working  on  inv  jinini-i  >  vou'll 
o;o  into  the  kiti'liiii  .•tiid  i;it  .i  ^'immI  .-(juare  meal  .it  niid 
diy,  ,i!ul  a  i;i)od  !>  a,  too;  ihi  \()ii  undet-.t.imrr'  1  don't 
u.int  to  mil  .■my  n-^i-.^.  \'oii  are  in  the  purest  air  in 
1 1.iiiin-hire- -  and  ut"\r  tin  (in,  >t  \  ii  u  ;  don"t  -poil  the 
one  liy  hei  ry  bn.ith.  or  the  otlur  liv  tin-  ^pettiiclc  of 
.■I  man  \slio":>  ni.'dr  a  ho;.^  of  him-'  It.  An  \  on  in  want 
id'  money  f  " 

*■  No,  'ill." 

It  you  are  or  if  you  ,iie  in  trouhje,  \ou  iii  id  not 
fi  .ir  to  speak  out  to  im  .  1  am  ;in  old  woman,  and 
I'm'  hi-ard  a  i.;ood  dial  oi'  trouhlr  in  m\  tinu.  Il.id 
some.  too.  ^'ou  couldli"!  >!ioek  lilr  if  \ou  uere  to  trv. 
Think  that  o\er,  mid  ^^o  in  to  ti  .'i." 

He  wriit  ill,  Miiiiiuliit  iiiH  ildt-ri  d.  .ind  eon^iderahi  V 
.asli;uih  (1  of  hiin-i-lf  for  deeei\iii^-  -i,  liki  .ilile  .'in  old 
w  oiieui. 


!'-'(» 
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A  -il' lit.  cliliily  iiiiiil,  \\li()  wnvi  no  cij),  toiik  hi- 
.•uivtiit  a>>  :i  iii.ittir  of  coiii'-i  .  ami  plu.d  a  lar^n-  ciip 
fif  tea,  a  j-latc  ot'  liani  and  a  loaf  <it  liri  ul  hi  fore  him. 
He  ate  (  noiiuli  for  two.  hi-  had  not  kiiouii  hou'  liunorv 
he  was  iiiitii  hi-  >tarti(l.  ii.ilhrr  liad  1  ■  ta>ti(l  Mich  foo<l 
for  a  loiio-  t niir. 

\\  hrn  hr  >top[nil  woi'k  at  -nIV  hi'  uas  tiri(L  Thi; 
]oi!^  phv-ical  lAirtion.  coinini^  (m  tup  nf  lii>  i!lnf-s 
a-;  it  (h(h  had  f\haii>ttd  him.  mind  and  hndv.  IT  aw 
rain  liad  fallen  (hiring-  tlir  dav.  am!  a  tini-  dri//lr  was 
falling  a<  he  put  hi>  \no\-.  toi;'(thir.  udktd  doun  t!i(> 
mam  road,  tin  in  d  oti'  to\iard-  tlii  po-t -otiict'  ami 
school,  and  thin  struck  oil*  aero--  a  -trip  of  T'orot  to 
till'  holHi  >.  ill-  iiad  lift  uonl  uitli  thi  >liriTatt-,  not 
to  keep  thi'  lire  Inii-ninu,-.  and  he  ilid  not  n  li^li  the 
prospect  of  nturnln;,^  to  the  clieerl' --nr-.>  of  a  chillv 
tint  this  wet  e\  t  IliIll,^  Thi  Li'ioiiiul  ua>  alrradv  niuddv, 
his  hoots  I  ft  ihi  track  v.  ith  a  ,-uckinu:  ^oiind.  water 
was  standing  on  thr  path'-,  and  then.'  wa-  a  con>tant 
uid  drpr(->in;4-  drippm;^-  a>  he  niadr  ]ii>  wav  throu;4-h 
the  holly  hu>hi  >.  The  familiar  snull  id'  wood--m<)ke 
rt'ii'lieii  him:  I'rom  the  Sherratt^*  camp,  he  reflected 
with  in\_v.  Hilt  \\  hi  n  ln'  turned  the  corni-r  id'  the  hushes 
which  lid  to  hi>  r)W]i  ritreit.  he  >aw  that  the 
smoke,  heatm  down  hy  the  ilimp  ^niNts  and  .vreath- 
iii<^  in  hhie  rint^v-  throui;'h  the  hollv  uhich  ro^e  ;dio\c  it, 
w.'is  issuing'  from  iii.-  oun  tint.  Jiiit  the  tent  ua-  silent 
as  a  lomh, 

lie  stooped  and  looked  in.  .'ind  saw  Marv  fa>t  asleep 
on  tilt  sacking'  and  carpet  hy  the  lire,  her  dark  head 
ati\'tin-t  a  hiindle.  her  ai'm>  Ihini;'  ahroad  ;ind  limp, 
hi  r  aMitude  r.  Ia\ed.  her  muddv  hoot-^  oh>t  ructiiio;  the 
entrance.       II.     stepped    o\(r    them,    and    sat    himself   in 

tin      opposite     liilf"     ot'     the     tillt.     I'e'll'ful     of     Wakili;^'     lU'T. 

Poor    child,    shi     lav    tliei't     m    the    tittir    ahaiidon    of 
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f'atii^nir.  Hi  r  Inttirid  Ii.-it  ua-  jiii-lnil  asidr.  lur 
(•t)ttiin  !)l()ii>i'  \\a>  (>[)i  II,  -l.inuii^-  lur  lii'dwn  ruck  and 
tlic  Till  lirul-  ainiiiiil  it.  lii  uatcliiil  ultii  i^!:<■n•^t 
a  pul^i-  til  it  i!!i)\t(l  xit'tlv  iiiii  ri  ^uLirlv  in  lur  tliroat. 
and  tin-  ii'old  earring  that  i^lraincd  hcnratli  lit  i- 
ii'itidv  (lark  hair.  She  sit-in  d  and  -tirrii!.  Iir  luld 
liiin^t'lt  mute.  Tlicn  an  acorn  or  sonRtiiniij  i  l-c 
exploded  in  till'  fire  wiih  a  nport  liki'  tliaf  of  a  j^un. 
Slit'  >tirr(d  ml;' iin.  and  tlii>  time  opined  lur  evcs 
>lt  (  pilw 

"I  Inn  a-lrf(,!'"  >lif  cXilaiincd  in  siirpri-i  .  ^ittirii^ 
lip  uitli  a  jerk  and  feeling  {"or  lier  hat.  ""  Wliy  tUdn't 
_\  oil  uake  nic?  " 

■■  It  would  have  lieen  a  shame!  "" 

"  I  dnii't  know  why.  f  came  over  sleepy  while  I 
\\  as    u  ait  in;;-    tor    ynu.       1  avs    feels    that    wav    after 

a  day's  h  iwkin".      I  liin   to  how   vou  was   <^'ettin'  on. 

An"  I  ;;-ot  you  a  hit  of  meat  in  Ihnirnesniont  h  for  vour 
-ippei' ;  it  "s  tht  re  in  t!ii'  k.'ivi  i." 


to       H.     ;• 


n'  moiitl 


lie        Ci'l 


ed. 


■'  \  iiir\  e         hi  I  n 

-  urpi'l^i  d. 

"'  \'i  ■«.      "l'i>    the   day   aunt    and    the  ^.-ils    ijoe.'^    in    to 

■sell   tlouil'-.'" 

"  Mtit  it".>  thirtiiri  or  fourfieu  iiiili>  .iwav." 

"  U'e  du'y  walk-  a>  fur  .i-  ( 'in  i-.}<'iiureli  th.ii's  (  i„ht 
miles,  and  then  \ve  take-  tin-  tr.im  to  Hoiirnesiiiotith. 
Aunt  liave>  lur  re;,^'lar  eu-t<Miii  i-,  round  l{ii>coiiilie  wiv, 
and  .after  we've  <,r,,t  fhe  fresh  linu.  r>  ,at  till-  market.  We 
walks  .around,  .an"  I  ^i  lU  my  j»e_;->  u  In  I'e  I  i  ,an,  and  then 
We  u.alks  h'.ick." 

"liven  then  _\ou  niu-t  h.ave  w.alkid  (juite  twenty 
niilr>." 

Sh,  lifted  tl.f  lid  of  t!,,-  [,ot  to  t;,k.  a  liiok  at  t!ie 
niiat  Ui.side. 

"  I    d.ar   sav.      We'si'    u>ed    to    it,    h.ok.       We   w;is   off" 


■joo 


A'  ARI) 


bcfoi-i    !i\r  till-  niariiin;^.  ur  IM  *\.'  cuiiii'  to  sec  wliat  _\(iii 

u.i>  (liiniV       I    ki  [i"  nti  a-W(in<irriir  all  il;i\    Imu    vou  wa> 

/^iMilT      nil      tl](      at       l'ri(('-..         IllVr      tlay       tnok  ynii 
oil .'  " 


Vr..""    n 


(■    liail    Iii>l     itil'  1 1  >t     ill     hl^    ()\\  ri    all'air 


t(ill''lirii  and  a^haiiiid  lucau^i'  the  ;;ill  lia<l  trniiljl.d,  at 
lln'  t  11(1  oi  --n  Idiii^'  a  (la\.  t(i  call'-  \n  iii--  ttiii  to  xc  alter 
his  (•(yiiifort. 

'"  Iliiw  iiiucli  arc  till  \  ^isin"  vdiir 

"   I'  it  ti  rtl   >'lllllli;4>  a    iS  (  I  k." 

"'riiat">  half  what  thrv  i^'iv,  >  !!:•  nth.r  man.  Til 
hiv." 

"I''ll  iiMU'r  than  Imij)  nic.  ril  hand  ()\(r  a  -iih' 
>taiitial  Mini  to  vani  -.oon,"  he  >aid.  *'  It'  I'm  to  he 
ti'tatcd  as  onr  of'  IIk  t'ainilv.  I  shall  conl  i  ila;' c  to  'he 
j"ainil\'   [iiUsi/" 

'■  Voii  havr  that  alonr."  .she  >ald  -rcfilv.  "'What 
yoii  has  von'sc  uch'onu'  to.  \'oii  ain't  lal  much  to- 
day tlioiii;!i;  there's  that  half  loat'  I  sent  down  not 
t'ut   into." 

He  tolil  her  ,,f  Mi^-,  Pric,  "s  hospitality. 

'■  Shi's  a  liMiny  old  ^al,"  said  .Mar\".  "  Worth  more 
than  all  the  other  (laiiji^  round  hire  ])ut  together. 
Shi's  \ery  fond  of  Aunt  .M.atllda  and  rnelc  .Ios,.])|i. 
and  she  ei\is  he  a  joh  win  n  she  c'aii  in  the  <.rardeii. 
She's  kind  of  crackid  ahout  Koniany  clia\i-.  aii<l  sIk 'vc 
a-{]uarrcll(  (1  at  the  ki  epers  .ahout  sum,'  of  our  folks, 
one  lime  and  'nother.  She  thinks  the  uorld  id'  aunt. 
She'\e  a-otl'end  to  lit  out  .\llus  for  scrx  ice  and  llnd 
lier  a  place." 

L'.ddon  rememheied  the  colt  like  \oun:;"  creature 
who  !iad  hajit  oxir  the  stick  for  him,  .and  douhfid 
Miss  I'ra  e's  w  isdoiii  in  this. 

"  (iot  a  van.  too.  she  h:',\i."  (aiiitinuid  .Marv.  taking 
till'    pot    oil'    the  fire.        "  15oueht      it    oil"    a    man    called 
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Wliitc,  uli.'tf  Ii'ms  ill  ( 'lii;-t.'!iui-(  !i.  Ill"-  a  i^  ^'lar 
Umiian  v.  In  !-,  Init  !,>•  Ii\i-  in  a  cnltaL;-!-  iiii\\.  "'l\\as 
an  ('id  \an.  an'  -in  do  n>''  it  to  Iiavc  t,  a  in  i\'>\\  and 
a;j;rn.  Dmi't  tra\il  In  it.  tli(UiLi,ii  t!iiri\  li.t  ot'  _;.  iitli- 
fi)lk  uliat  dm  >  that  nn\s.  in  tlir  >u!inn(i".  \\'!u  I'l-  von 
put  tli(  [ilili-'  I  ain't  had  mv  >u[i[m  r  vt  t.  I  i!!u\m<1 
I'd  liav.    it  with  _\  on 

*■  I  hdpi  il  Villi  Wdiild  la>t  ni;4'hi,'*  ^aid  \u-,  n  ccivini^ 
hi>  I'ort  :Mn. 

'"  1   had  it  uifli  aunt,"  .-aid  >hc  Ntolidlv. 

" 'I'hr  tint   t"rlt  \>v\  1  niptv  uithout  \iui." 

'*  Did  V'Mi  want  nu  .'  "  ->1  <  a-ki  d.  n  ih  h  niiii^',  without 
lookinti'  !i|)  trnni  hi  i'  dprratinn-  ;tt  thi    poi. 

•'  1  think  I  .iid." 

'"  If  it  didn't  i;i)  nil  t'urthi  )•  than  tlnnkin' 

"  W'l  IK  I  uaiittd  villi  h  idi  v,"  he  >aid  in  loui-r 
tniH  s. 

*•  I'm  liri'c  nf)v.'."  -he  -aid,  in  a  -onuwliat  muted  voico, 
p.'isniii^  him  hi-  pi  itc  uitlmut  hinkini^  jit  him.  *"  Voii 
sot' — hfi-"  thi'V  all  kiiM\\  ,  aunt  and  iin — find  Ih.rV  mii^'ht 
md  tah.in*  '-if  \nii  and  nic  was  hcliaviir  a-  uc 
shouldn't.  Till  V  imimpir-  Ii\is  anv'ow.  liut  our  lot've 
ulway- "' 

There  was  (I  sir  dl  sileiici . 

Then  he  -mill  il  aiii;-ril_v  aero--  the  fin-.  '*  Tiiere's  not 
mu<  h  diU'eniua'  hetuein  vour  pe.ipK-  and  any  other 
{)enp!  •,  after  all.  ^^  hi  i\  it  coiili  -  to  J^os-ip.'' 

■*  No.  they  alu  ay-  talk-." 

"  \V(  II.  my  dear  c-hi!d.  we'd  In  -t  not  ;i'ive  them  rau<;r. 
^  I  u  mu-tirt  come  to  the  ti  nt  I  -had  ha\.  to  s(  e  you 
n-)\v   iikI  ai^raiti." 

She  liftdl  her  lowered  luad  with  a  (juifk  movement  like 
that  of  a  |)on_\  . 

"  I  don't  care  what  tliey  -ay-,"  -!  e  exclaimed 
with    -udden    di  fiance.      •' 'i'iiere'5    no    hann    in    lookin' 
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iti.  .■111(1  \\Ii\  -.lidiiM  \v  r  li(i(i  wli.it  ;nirt  tnii'  ,'ii._v- 
w.ivsr'  " 

III'  -tiri'td  t!ir  fire  v-itli  v.i^-iif  irritation.  va;j;uc 
ll()>tllitv  tn\s,ir(i.-  tin-  M!il,i,lc  Wiirlil.  lie  >llllt  lil^  rar> 
to  tlif  waiiiiri;^  jii'ick  of  In-  coiisci'  iii'f.  If  lif  ('lit  liMi-c 
from  Mary  now,  that  di  li;;lit  f'lil  >tttini,^  oil'  uilli  lur 
in  tlic-  Kaf'-t  inir  oulil  lia\c  to  lif  |>>it  a-uii  .  He  incii- 
lallv  pooli  jsooIk  i|  hi-  own  nii>;;i\  iii;^.  11'  tritd  to  t'or- 
;.Tt  tlic  nio'iM  nt  ot'  alarm  la^t  ni^'ht  uhm  lii>  puUi  >  hail 
tlirolilxd  thr  (juiiktr  on  lu  r  acciMint. 

*"  I  liilirvc  \oii'rc  ••i^lit,""  hi  >a;il.  "  I  i  spict  tiny 
don't  ri  ali>i-  what  a  midilK -a;j,'i  d  marri'd  man  yoii  lia\i' 
1)(  (  II  I'liaritalih-  to.       And.  at'tir  all.  you'n-  a  child." 

She  Knitted  jar  Ijiou-  at  that.  "No.  I  ain't."  die 
s.aid.  "  l'ri>~v  v.a>ii'l  iio  oldtr  than  nn-  wlnii  >\\v  <j;n\ 
iiiari'i(d." 

"  Is  tli.at  tin  con-in  who  ran  away  from  lur  liu.-ljaiid 
on  licr  wcddino-  i!i:;ht.'  "  he  a-kcd  al)M!itly. 

'' Vt  .s,  that's  thr  one.  1?(  >id( -,  yon  uaiit>  a  ;i;irl  to 
mnii'  and  cKan  foi  von,  and  wa-h  out  vour  shirt--,  and 
that." 

■*  I  (aiiild  do  it   mys(  IT." 

"  Not  >o  \v  11  .as  me.  .\nd  if  _\ou  yivc  nii-  the  money  to 
^et  wh.at  _\oii  u.ant-,  look.  I  could  .alvi.ays  cook  your  hit 
of  sujiper." 

"  I'll  hind  o\i  r  dl  I  earn  to  you,  if  you  kit};  me  in 
food  and  "haccy." 

Thus,  niiitu.illy.  the  matter  wa-<  -ettled. 

'*  I  was  silly  to  tell  y(;u  'hout  the  folks  talkin'."  slio 
said  .aftir  .i  while.  **  Vou  sec  niy  aunt,  slic  don't  like 
Aunt  (lerany  much.  I  hey  (juarreN  whenever  they  fjets 
toercther.  and  Mime  tr.ivellirs  told  her  tlure  wa-  a 
in.an  li\it;'  with  us  up  at  the  IJushes,  .and  that  lie 
w.as  after  me.  So  ,unit  kep'  ine  from  coniin'  last 
nJL'ht " 
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■■  I  -li-ill  cniiic  ;inil  >((■  tl:i-  .iiiiit."  ln'  ^.liil  grimly. 

••Diiii't  yoii  till  111  r  I  tulil  _\n;i.  Sill'  dufsii't  kiiii'.v 
that  vi'u'rf  ;i  i;i  Miiliin.ui.  Imik,  ,iiiil  nut  a  tr;i\i!lrr.  I 
tiijd  lur  Villi  u.i^  iii;irrir(l.  li;it  I  «;i-  .ifriiil  to  till  In  r 
voii  u.i-  ,1  i;i  null  ni.in.  tor  !'>  ir  thrn-M  In  t  ilk.  ;iiiil  the 
piilii'c  w  iitilil  ^t  \  on  to  _\  oil.' 

llr  lllllk  r-'ii"i!  tll.lt  ^lli'  li-lil  -krlti  I'nl  |i;!U  .it  ki  T  o'.Ml 
(  \|)t  use. 

••  I'll  >i  I    In  I-  .'iiiii  ti  II  111 T  Fiii  .•in  artist." 

lIiT       lilnW       ik.iriij.  "*   \\>,       in.l\l)r       -luM       Ili'llI'VC 

tk.it.- 

"  Slir    HiU>t    111'    III. Ilk     :i    f'rh  '111    ot     Illllir,''    -•:ilil    llr.        "I 

(Irn't  uaiit  til  lii^c  Villi  liki-  lli.it.  'I'liiiik  of  to-ni;.jlit.  if 
it  liadii'f  li'.  1  II  lor  v'uii,  I  >lioiilil  Ii.im'  roiiu-  to  a  (ic.iii  tin', 
a  liaiiip.  loiirly  tint " 

'■  .Xri'l  iii^li.ui  \o!i  f;lll]^  .a  liiiiij.'in'  on-t  r.ikli  .^lri|)iir 
})_v  tlif  yo;^;,"  >.U(I  >\\>\  with  om  ot'  krr  >\Mtti>t,  most 
brilii.'uif  ■^^!l^  s. 

*'  And  a  >ii[ipi  y,"  In   .uldt  d  prosaically. 

"  It">  a  niarti  I  i^-ood  ^nppi  r.  too.'*  >aid  .-ki  .  ladlini^  it. 
out  on  to  t\so  ])kit<  -.  '1  km  tlirv  t't  I!  to.  .nid  \\  lun  a  hom- 
provi  d  iiicoiiMnn  lit,  .^l.r  nikkkd  it.  He  w.itckrd  lirr, 
and  >\\c  pu'  down  tlir  hont  «  it  k  a  ^iiiilr. 

"  Tlirrr*,-  MUiir  koiu  -  tk,it*,>  ak'i-rd."  said  >!u\  li, df 
apo!o;_;rtii'.illy.  "  It  do  -iin  ,i  pity  to  lit  tlir  swcctist 
nu:d.  ^oo,  tkoii^li.  I  kiiou>  LrcntkfoIk>  on'y  u.ms 
tlhir  knl\is  ;ind  fark>,  i.iit  tkiv  doi  ■>irt  c.iru  uli.it  they 
wasti  s.  Wiiy.  .a  t;iil  in  .^irvicr  told  im-  that  wli'it 
thi'V  throws  awav  in  .i  wik  *uii  I-.ci  p  a  f.mriv  liki-  the 
Shirratt-  wr  a  nionth.  Ti.iy  dmi't  do  notkin'  to  am 
ukat  thiy  (•;it-,  look  tk.at'i  \^h^n■  'ti>,  and  ^o  they 
iloii't  kii aw  tliu  v.aliie  ul'  it." 

"I  expect'  .\(iani  an«l  ILve  ali  th.it  uay,"  lie  said. 
''  With  tinir  (iiiLCei-.N.  I  iiie.aii." 

"  Well,    vuu're    Adam    and    I'm    I'.vi,    -o    tlnre    vou 
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;ir,  ,  |(,(,k.  I  v.oiiilc  r  ulurr  tiny  iiickiil  tli- !r  -tick-^  to 
make  tlhir  l)it>  of  vom-  uit!i  in  t!;  t  tlnr.-  (i.inlMil 
'I'lHi-f  ain't  iniicli  uood  Ivin'  "iMiiit  ri  niwt  ;j,-ii-il(ii-, 
t!i(\\,'  too  ti(!v.  I  (loii't  >ui»j)o>c  \\\i\  two  liad  a 
linllM  ,  (I'volir  'I'll.  _V  \'\\>A  oill  o*-(|i>or-.  like  voii  an' 
inc.  \i  \  nii^lit  .>av  IImv  \\a>  IJoiiiaiiv  cliaU,  now 
nii"litri*l  \(>\\'r  \\illi  no  L;a\  iiiii>!.i  >  or  k(tprr>  to  t  u-n 
'(  ni  out.  l{ut  in  liir  tnd  lii'V  u  a^  iiiovid  nn  *co->  tlicv 
n-nt    -iialin"."" 

'•  Ami  KmnaiiN  dial-  lia'.c  mv.r  In  i  n  knoun  to 
lakr  uliat  i-ii'f  tiiiir-,  liavr  tl.tvr"  ln'  >alil  half  niali- 
ciou-lx  , 

■•  \Vli;'t  (!oi -,  it  niatfrr  tliiivr^  or  no  t!iif\t's.  \vf's(> 
ti-fat.ii  liki-  a-  it'  wr  ua-.  'S'r.-.  tlii-y  was  the  (ir^t 
n-v[)>\  folk,  -iirf  I  nou.i;li.  in  a  u  a_v  of  spcakin*.  All  tiny 
Millie  folk  \\a-  ill  tl'i-  Ih'^'innino;.  Tlicy  li\t(l  in  tint<. 
and  >]iift(d  alioiit  liki-  what  wc  doi -.  'I'licn  tlicv  took 
to  Iioii'so.  Hut  \\r  ain't  doiu'  tliat  vi  I  not  nn'.-t  of  u-  ; 
nor  IK  \ir  will.  I  liopi  ,." 

"  W  lull-  did  voii  It  arn  ^o  niiicli  Hllik'  lil^tory .'  " 
''I'p    at    X  hool.      And    I    lias    a    15iMc    u  hat.    ^n-aniiy 
usid    to   (looker   with      (la(r>   nianiniy.   not    the   old    ^al 
lip  VI  r." 

'•  Dook.  r  with  a  I5ih!.  :  IIowdid>!u  do  that-  " 
"  I  diinno."  >aid  -he.  "  \\\  litllr  iin-  was  all  afraid 
of  -he.  She  wa>  dtli^ion>,  look,  as  Aunt  (li-rany 
a-lold  vou.  Iiut  if  she  wantrd  to  cur-i'  you.  she  could 
tair^r  \t>\\  in  a  wav's  otln  r  folks  \\d  trrinlilf  to  vi  r, 
li(causr  slnM  all  tla  ni  Hihlc  trxcs  pat  in  \r  mouth. 
'J'ln  ri'  was  a  hit  >lnM  a-sav  liaci>wards  over  one  kfcpcr 
what  was  a  hanl  man  ami  -arvid  u-.  had.  r.nd  sure 
i'tiouii'h.  If  m\<r  km  w  wi  t  link  was  from  that  day 
on.  And  -lif  <  n'|'\'«''  'i'  .iiimin'  folk  now  lud  aijcn 
with  !p  !•  (I'a  I  r  w  a\  >.  Om  >■.  wlun  I  w,i>  a  hit  >  f  a  th:n^ 
•  111.1    tl.     i.Mur--   u.-i^   .1!!    little    too.   -he   and    mother  a-ul 
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,l;ui  ai.d  :ill  nf  u^  w-'i-  nj.  .•i--"in  rurtMiM  mM).      'riirrr  \v:i- 
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A  v.hat.-  — oil.  .1  liiniitMl  ca^tlr.  \,^,'^nou. 
"A  iiiuHi  iii  (•■i-tlr,"  >li«'  r.  lu.itid  in  ;i  liii^litd  \(.io', 
M-lMii.-iiiL;-  f(.r  an  instant  at  tli.-  ^rn.v  iiii;-  .l;i>k  ami  t  li.' 
Mkllf  liolli.  >  niit>iil'  .  'I'hi'wiial  Mi.tlr.l.  ami  thr  st,,-k> 
j,i  t!ir  lirr  era.  k.d  ami  -pat  ill  t!ir  flaiiio.  "^^'_'•• 
•|ua.  1,.  ttiiT  latr,  aii<i  v.i'  iiiH-'  "IK-  wa.  cryin  inv 
uaiit  (.?-!.  r|)  ami  ,1  !iit  of  M.mrtliiir  to  put  in  luir  1),  llirs 
an.l  u<-  (iwln't  know  u  1:,  ;a-  In  at.-h  tor  tlir  nii;li!. 
Tlu'l-r  ua-  noulitri'  nil  tin  r.iad  win  Ir  u.  (auil.i  at.'li. 
lucau-r  if  w.M  a -put  up  hy  tli-  -i-ir  of  tlu-  roaii  ttir 
^^a\iiiu>lii-'(i  a-roiiir  art.r  u>.  Wr  ua>  tiia.l.  a>  I^.• 
,7-sai<l.  and  tlir  ni-lit  liad  ca.nu'.  So  niotli.  |-  >  ..v>,  nuill-K 
or  no  inullos  >lu"d  atcdi  wlu  r-  ur  «a>.  up  a-'ui  llie 
ra>tlr.*' 

••  IIou-  did  -lir  kii-w  it   \va>  liaunt.  d' 

'^\:\M\  our  k!!;.^^Ml  that.  l'olk>  liad  (iikk.d  tlir 
inulio..  A  -iant  um'.t  to  livr  tli.  la-  years  a<ro(),  and 
ua>  kilkal  tliin — a  f^iaiit." 

>•  1  iirMi-  !'■  ard  of  -Mill  a  ('a-t!>  .'" 

"I  liv  tl,.  re's  M)im-  tliinu--   N>t  a^   vou   liavin't  li.  rrd 

of.- 

"  I  iiojif  tliirc  arc.      Wrl! ' 

••'Hare  waMi't  no  Inlp  for  it.  aral  tlure  wr  bad  to 
atcli,  and  tlif  l)o\>  Wwy  k.p'  on  talking;  aliout  tli.- 
nnillos.  Mollur  "-lie  clnikknvd  do'An  th.'  straw  an.l 
the  mattress  and  put  in  a  coup'a-  of  stakes  and  had 
up  a  shelter  for  us  litMe  om  ^  in  ha'f  a  minute,  while 
dad  took  tlie  hor-e  out  of  the  cart.  And  while  they 
\\as  liusv,  no  one  .u;ave  m,  much  as  a  look  at  the  old 
•ooman."  IJut  -he  went  to  the  ])opi.as,  ami  .^ot  a  out 
sheet  and  threw  it  auver  her  head,  and  jailed  ^nj.  to 
the  f^irt  o;ate  what  th.'  «iant  u-ed  to  eoaie  through 
out   of    the    runipkeii,    and    down    she    come    towards    us 
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ill  l!ii  (!  ii'k.  'I'liiri  Mill'  (if  till  l)i)_v^  '^\\r  .'1  N<Tr  nil  unl 
(•iIImI  In  11^  to  Imik,  .111(1  -(line  lii;_;iin  in  crv  and  liolIiT, 
.Mill  iiKiiliir  -111  -..it  .1-  if  -lie  u.is  f'n;;lit(  IK  (1  .-litl". 
I),((|  -IikmI  tl.ii(  uitli  llic'  hiickft  III  lii>  li.nul.  -vMiriiT. 
'  I  .<  I  it  [1.1--,  I'  I  ll  |ia>s!'  .s;^v^  uiv  liintliti-,  ;iii(l  \\c 
.i!l  |il"i  -1,1  ii[>  .i;4:'m  till'  li((lt;i'  iiMJii  (|.  1(1  tli.ili  .•ill\(  , 
luiili-  ;4iiiiti\'  u.c  w.ilkiriL!;  ilmvii  witlioiit  a  vviird,  the 
yirt  \\!iitr  -lilt  ;in\ii"  III  r.  >li(  ;^'iit  f"riij;litt'iii'{l  1u_t- 
M  It'  .it  l.i-l.  .111(1  III!"  «itli  till-  -111  it.  lint  "tw.is  yn^i  a 
jdl.c.  ;iir  I'ot  .'i  '\illk  lit'  -k  p  (liK-  UC  ;^it  tli:it  Iliirllt, 
what  \\itli  11-  cliiklii  II  crXi'i"  .iii'  .ilk  D.id  wniild  liisc 
f,nN(  II   her   will!    t'ni.   Imt    hi    ikir-i  n't    mvi  r   -.iv   ;i  word 

Id   -!|(  ,  kink. 

"  she  ,si)lind>  ,1  .i"IIv  lllljik  .l-:Ull  nkl  UOlll'ill,"  .said 
l.Vilihni. 

"  Slir    cniihl     hi-     >U((t     a-«    -iin-.ir     v^  h(  II     slic     ui'shi'd. 

Mill_\'>    llir     llllK      ^!lr'\f     III  idr     folk-     wliat     U;iS     ^^nill'     to 

(jUirrcl  kiiinh  tit  to  hii>l  .uivci-  >uiiiiii.it  >h(M  a->av, 
f'liniiv-likt'.  The  n(ril  kl'nlk  UM(I  to  coiiic  miles 
to  t.i'.d..  to  >lir.  and  >ln-  in\ir  cnv d  what  >\\v  >ai(l  to 
'till." 

"Which  >iiK  ot'  Ihr  I'.iiiiilv  do  _\ou  t.ikc  .iftcr.'"  lie 
iiii|iiiri  (I. 

*■  I  diiniio.  'I'hc  ^r.iiinv  I  w.i-.  tillin;^  vou  "hont  was 
a  pntly  nal  wjun  she  ua-  _voiiii;L^  -.all  the  fellers  was 
afit  r  h(  r.       Hut  I'm  imt  pn  ttv  like  tli.it." 

'"  ^'(lll'I•e  [ii'ittv  t  iionnh." 

*•  Think  so.  Ad.iiii.'""  s.iid  she.  witli  a  certain  grave 
iiil<n-it\.      "  I'd  like  \  nil  to  think  I  was  pretty. "" 

*■  Why?  "  he  ;i-ked,  hre.akiiinr  ,1  s^'ick  and  putting  it 
on  the  fire. 

"I  dm. no.  nicau-e  \ou  kna\v->  what's  prettv — 
hecaii-e  I  hki-  vuii  to  think  I'm  nice-lookin',  thoiifh 
I  .'liirt  wh.'it  vnii'-e  .aceii^toiiied  to.  I  wisli  me  month 
\va>n't    .-I)    l)!^■.      'rii.tf.-    not    like    old    (ir.uinv    .Jaims. 
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SIk  M     .1     nil  (■     iiMMitli     uIkii     ^li.      ua-     _\inm;r.     mi     |\,' 
ii-M  I  r<l." 

Sill-  ^;lIlk  iii'r)  .1  kind  iif  rr\.r;.,  lii  i  ki  ^  lir.iwn  up 
ill  In  r  f.iMiiiriti  att  it  mli  ,  li«  r  t' in  lit  m|>  hv  the  -.p  i- 
iiicidic  ll.iiiM  li;^lil.  \\|!.itr\.r  li.r  iiKMitli  ua-.  it  ".'i"- 
>\\(,f  .iiiil  I  i(>\  111  at  i\i  .  I,\(l.inii  tlioiij^lit,  i>  he  <,daiii-.  (1 
at  her.  'I'Ik  IT  ua-  >i)ii.i  thiiiLC  almiit  flic  uptunnd 
(•(irii(r.>  tiial  (\pn--Ml  Cor  liiiii  .Marv*>  pi cidiar  <liariii, 
licr  >nnliiiti-  y,i  nt  1.  ii« -■-,  In  r  natural  lin  > din;;  and  1:.t 
'•  I  arthiiK -,,"  a-  lir  nWnl  tin  \ miu,  uia^^nntif  ijualitv 
u  liicli  M)  (  Indi  d  \i]>  •iiial  v-'i^. 

'•  I  inii-t  :;i)(i  look  liovv  dark  it's  ^'ot,"  .-aid  -li..', 
ri>iii;^. 

"  Milt   it\  rainini;      liark  I  " 
"  I  ain't  ."fraid  of  a  lut  of  \\<  t." 

Slir  ro-r.  .'I'ld  l,r  11,'ot  llji  too,  and  follouid  In  r 
into  the  u't  ;j,iM--  and  patch  of  fiiivr  Itrakr  ,)ii>t 
(ait^idf. 

"  VdU  coinin'.'  "  >lii'  >ai(l,  uitli  a  note  of  .sur- 
{)ri--i'. 

"  I'm  ^oin^  to  '( f  you  tlirou^h  tlic  hollies." 
She  niadi'  no  motion  of  as-t  nf  or  di-Miit. 
It    was    .•ainin;;-   fast,   and    thr    path-,    -o   nnrow    tin'' 
th.  V  had  to  walk  in  >ino;lr  fil.  ,  w.rf  alnio-,t   pitch-dark. 
Marv  wint  fir>t. 

"I'm  ""lad  voir\c  a-co!iic,"  >  iid  -he  -tojidly. 
"  Wluiicvcr  I  hin  talkiii'  'hoiit  (ifinnv  .laiiu-.  I  f^et 
a  ficlin'  -Ill's  *l)<)ut  _vt  r  -oiiicwlur. -.  And  -he  ini^hl 
like  to  fri^ditcn  folks  still,  if  she  wa-.  I  lay  that's 
what  some  mullos  sets  out  to  do.  and  laui,rlis  to  th.  ir- 
selves  whin  they  -ee  the  live  t'olk  M'rtainin'  and 
sliivi  rin'.'' 

Ju-t  then  she  came  tn  a  sudden  stanil-iill.  and  uttered 
a  mufllrd  >}iriek.      He  caught  her  arms. 
'•  What  is  it?" 
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" 'I  1  I  !• '-  -I'liictliiim  t'iii(liril  iiic  in  fill'  l)ii»!ii>,"  she 
inuHirrd  ||i);ir>t  l\ . 

Till  ic  was  iri(l(  t  *l  u  ni>t  Im^x*  •'  "^"1111(1  of  p.irtt d  foli.i^^c. 
Ill  tlic  »li(llir  of  Ills  <(i.it  I,v<l(l<iti  struck  a  m.ilcli,  ami 
for  (I  srcoiiil  iiliimiii  iti  (I  tin  dark  alli  V  with  its  tiny 
Jliiiir,  uliicli  utiit  luit  iiiiiiit  (liatcl  V.  IJiit  it  was  ali^^lit 
li.tl^  I  lloii;;li  to  iliiri<latc  tlic  catisr  ot'  alanii.  A  coupk' 
ol  yarils  in  front,  liis  ^^n  v  ITmIc  soaked  «if!i  rain,  was 
tlif  haliy  (ionkt'V — liardly  l<  s>  scan d  tliaii  M  try  lit  r- 
silf.  I!-  tia.  u  up  liis  lutls  scninpislily,  and  trnttiil 
awav    ii    ll:'    liiild. 

••()m'\  I  !ii\la  al'dr  all,"  siid  Miiy,  with  a  tiiin- 
Miii;^-  In.  ith  of  relief.  >\\i  lit  liirn  take  the  front  plar.' 
without  a  iiiuriniir.  and  in  a  inoim  tit  they  had  reach)  <1 
a  liroadi  r  path  where  tliiy  could  walk  sidi-  Ity  side. 
She  w.alked  ch'Sf  to  him  as  if  hy  instinct,  and  >lippeil 
her  'Uiokv  littli  huid  iiil'i  hi-  arm.  I  Ii  fonk  it  m  liis, 
and  -luck  his  (i>t  into  his  pocket.  So  tli<  v  walkid  alonir 
ill    sill  IKe    hut     for    the    son-i^y    noise    tlitir   wet    f(et    made 

in   the    fast  lillin;^   P""l^-      Ai;d   the   little   sinoke-sc<'nted 

hull!  wl.uli  In    111  Id  ill  til'    dry  shtltrr  of  his  coat   poi'kit. 
u.is  sw  tit  III  t  he  touch. 
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Hi  ,i\v<»k,  Id  till'  r.iiinn.ii  s,,,ii;il  of  fiilliii^  r.iin  and 
ilnmmiiii;,'  \\:iti  r-(lni|»,  tin-  .-.tiady  J)att(  r  a^raiiist 
nivriiid  Kavcs,  flu  tinkle  of  (lrij)|iiiii:>  itito  ;;allnrinK 
water  near  l)_V.  It  wa-.  ^carctlv  11^'"*  •'""'  '"'  '">'  ^^''•'"i' 
lif  was  it)  the  (lr(n\>y  >lult(  r  of  liis  l)laiik»ts  aiiil  tlie 
coat,  wliicli  limit  r  trcatiiiciit  li  nl  ncliitvod  (li^njuitji- 
liilltv;  'III!  li-tiiiiil  In  the  insistint  (lowii|ioiir, 
thitikini,'    with     th      li/y     \aLrii<  m  >•-    cliaracti  ri^tic     of 

tlu    1  Kill  I*. 

Coiisriciirc  holds  slack  i' iii~  o\(r  ,i  in  ui  m  th.- 
iiioriiiri"-.  and  le  ht  liiiiiM  If  niui'iuiu  r  tin  ^iiiokv 
little  hand  whicii  had  >oii;,dil  shelter  in  lii>  the  ni/^ht 
lafort'.  In  iinaj,Mnaf ion  he  was  iiaunted  iiy  its  warm 
little  ^diost.  and  hy  other  ghosts,  too-  hy  lli<  i^ln  t  nf 
lid  1)1  uU  lyin;;-  like  herries  aj^ain^t  a  hrnun  u  uni 
thro.it  ;  hv  the  elin>t  <d"  tin  |iul>e  that  hid  he  it  in  that 
same  throat  like  the  li.arl  of  a  hinl.  No.  M  iiy  was 
wroiiLC  ind  In  1-  fo,-i|'ather>,  \\iv<'  rii^!;!  things  had 
•  ••hosts  as  Will  a>  jk  ixui-,  tor  the  ;^ho^t  of  t!ie  >ll\er 
rin<;  as  he  had  felt  it  on  her  fin^^r->  a>  he  li.ld  tlu  in  was 
w  ith  him,  too. 

I.vddon  hid  a  e.  rt  lin  -iiiijilieity  of  outlook  that 
lu  long's  to  a  man  whom  simple  timi^^  attract  mo>t. 
lie  set  liim>elf  to  face  tin-  jirohhiii  of  Mary  with  a 
sincority  almost  laii^hahle. 

Thin  he  >aid  solemnly  md  sleepily  to  himself: 
**  You  are  io  keep  -eiitiiiHiit  aw.iy.  Such  thini^s  are 
over  for  von  once  and  for  all.  ^'otl  will  -pod  e\ery- 
thiii'^  and  drive  voiif-elf  huk  to  fact-  yon  .ire  tryin<^ 
to  foro'et  if  vou  fold  ynui^Jf  for  mie  in>tant."' 
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III  fict  lir  WHS  free  as  ]^)n<>^  a>  lie  a  a  ■;  u  i>f  enou^'li 
to  k(  t  p  l)is  Iliad,  ,'111(1  if  Ik'  coiiMiri  ki  i  w  that  lii-  was 
a  Idol  'ruKtd.  He  was  not  in  lovr  uitli  Miry,  nor  h.id 
lie  the  sli;,djt(st  intention  of  philaiiiliriiiif  with  her.  He 
wa>  not  a  |ihilaii(lerer.  Li  sjiite  of  .m  unha|){i_v  niarria<^e 
he  )\nd  never  '^(Miv  serioii^lv  out  ol"  hi^  way  fi)r  another 
woman — in  iact,  nio>t  uonn-n  diil  not  attract  him  at 
alh  He  was  he'rinnii.ir  to  reah-f  that  M  irv,  half  sava<re 
as  she  was.  had  -oinelhmy-  in  In  r  uliieh  did  attract 
liim,  at  t  iMcti  (I  him  as  iti(\ita!)lv  as  the  lodestone  atti'acts 
iron.  He  was  not  ra-h  euoii^di  to  try  to  find  out  in  what 
the  attraction  con-lsttd.  IVrhaps  it  was  part  of  the 
vaoahoiid  instinct  in  him.  the  instinct  which  rai>ed  lon^- 
in^  in  him  for  ojieii  skies  when  In  wa>  Iniuath  a  roof, 
that  made  him  lo\c  the  society  (d  ti'(is  more  than  the 
SOCK  ty  of  null,  tliat  put  the  dcsirt  for  wan<lerin^  into 
his  lono;  len;s. 

r'ull  of  morning'  philoxiphy,  he  lit  his  tire,  dressed, 
and  hrewed  lii>  mornnii,^  tea.  The  rain  showed  no 
intention  of  ceaMiiij;,  Outside  tlu'  skits  were  t^rey ; 
hopiless  and  dn  riclied,  he  h  It  for  work  in  a  downpour. 
.Aliss  Price  called  him  in  from  the  shed  <lurin^  the 
niorniiii^.  Slu'  had  an  ehitricdiell  installation,  and 
something  was  wron^;'  witli  it.  Did  he  understand 
electric  lulls.'  (Did  he,  Hichard  Lyddon,  undersland 
electric  liells! )  He  put  it  ri;j,ht  an<l  .Miss  Price  hovered 
up  about  him,  her  eyes  bright  with  curiositv.  She  was 
tilled  with  piijue  that  he  had  n'ade  no  confidinco  in 
her.  The  liroken-d<iwn  o-intKuian,  i'\cept  in  Miction, 
is  Usually  lavish  of  confiih  lu'es.  Neither  is  he.  as 
Lyddon  was,  unusually  etliciiut. 

"  I  saw  Mary  dames's  aunt,  Matilda  ,]iiY.  this 
nmriiin^^"  she  v,nd  to  him.  fixing'  hi  r  sharp  kindly 
^a/e  ujion  him.  "  She  tell.s  me  you've  been  camping 
w  ith  the  daiiu  ses." 
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''  ^  ( >,  T  li.'ivc.*"  >.u(|  I,_v(l<l(irK  sdiiu  uli.it  .imiDVid. 

Weil,  till'  tIaiiK  MS  arr  \viy  nivv  j)i  nplr,  atKi  >(>  are 
tilt'  .Ted's.  ,I()stj)li  JtfF,  Mary's  uiu'li',  lias  workid  fcjr 
me  for  years." 

'J'o  tlii>  Lydiloii  made  no  riplv.  He  su>[)ect((l  that 
Matilda  .I.tl",  .Marv's  aunt,  liad  spokiii  to  .Mi>s  Price, 
and  felt  amioyed. 

*'  -Matilda  tills  me  you  arc  an  aitl>t.'" 

Lyddon  turnt-d  on  In  r.  '■  I  don't  ^rr  that  it  matters 
to  any  one  who  I  am,  as  lon^-  as  my  l)U>ine^s  doesn't 
interfere  with  their-."' 

"That's  ju>t  whi-re  you  are  wron^,''  said  the  old 
lady  tiiumi)hantly.  "  It  matters  a  iot,  and  I'll  tell  you 
why.  I  am  ^lad  to  Net  you  can  ^et  in  a  temper.  It 
confirms  me  in  my  ojiinion  of  vou." 

Lyddon  could  not  In  Ip  smilin;^  at  this.  "  What  is 
your  opinion,  then.'  "' 

"  Well,  you  p{)>e  harlly.  I'hc  hrokm-down  gentle- 
man is  in  no  re-pict  like  you.  As  a  rule  Ik's  a  help- 
less creature,  and  you  are  not.  On  th.-  oth'  r  hand 
you  are  obviously  tiot  a  workman.  Niither  are  you  an 
escapetl  convict.  There  i-  nothing;  shifty  about  voii  or 
your  eyes,  and  there  is  notliin;^'  erimlnal-lookini^ 
about  you.  I  thou^^'ht  at  first  it  was  drink,  but  I 
spoke  after  su{)ei-fi(  ial  judgment.  Vour  hand  is  loo 
steady." 

"  VVell,  Matilda  Jrtr  told  you  I  was  an  artist,  didn't 
she'''''  said  Lyddon,  with  a  certain  inipatiiiicr  as  w<  11  as 
anuisem(?nt. 

"I'd  stakt  my  imiinu't.d  sdul  vou've  .-uvtr  held  a 
brush  betwten  your  finders.      NO  —  vou  couldn't." 

"Really.  .Miss  Price,"  said  Lyddon.  •j.'./h\'^  at  her 
steadfastly.  "I  don't  si  ■-■  u  hy  you  art  so  interested 
in  nie." 

"  Xeither  do  I.      Still  the  lait   rtrnains  that   vou  are 
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plaviiifj,"  a  part.  A  i;< ulli man  lias  no  n^lit  to  he  li\iii;,^ 
like  a  tiMiiip.  lii'caiit'  it  i^n't  fair  nii  the  traiii|i>.  I 
don't  uai.t  tlif  .Iclf^  in)>rt.  'riicrc  i-  talk  alioiit  vou  and 
."\Iai  \-  .laiiH'S.  Now  I  don't  know  it'  _\  on  naliM'  that 
.Alai'v  has  a  character  to  hi-i  :"  \\h\.  |n()j)K'  hkc  the 
.laiiii'MS  an<l  dell's  are  as  pari  aid  ir  alioiit  their  womeii- 
kiiul  .as  ue  are  alioiit  ours.  Wh;  ii  t!ie  s(il(hc  r>  \wre 
{Min])e(l  near  heie,  .I(i>eph  ^ot  his  cait  and  di'o\e  his 
wife  and  dauti'liters  i-i^ht  awav  from  the  jilace.  He 
kneu-  he  had  a  tfood-lookin";  \vif<-  and  pretty  daii^'hters, 
and  lie  u,'i-,ii't  i^oine'  io  ri>k  tin  m.*' 

*■  I  don't  M  (    \\  li(  re  till-  i'onc(  :  ;is  me." 

"  ^  oil  will  in  a  minute.  Mary  i>  a  very  {jrctty  f^irl. 
]'eo))k'  sav  that  you  are  dannlin^'  after  her.  I  Mant 
you  to  know  tliat  -o  far  she  i-  a  virtuous  j^irl,  too,  and 
1  don't  want  lu  r  head  turned." 

I._\ildop.  tlushid   with  .--udden  an;4(r. 

"I'm  afraid   I  don't  iituK  rstand "' 

'"Don't  let  your  temper  nia-ter  vou.  And  ^o  on 
working'.  'I'ui-^tinn'  that  wire  will  n  lleve  you.  Vou 
(•■Ml  pretend  it'>  inv  neck  \(iu  are  twi-tin;^"  olf"  if  vou 
ilk.'." 

JJut  Lyddon  slill  stocul  facin^^  her. 

".My  dear  man,"  >ai(l  >hi'  soothingly,  "don't  take 
me  for  a  <4()>sip.  or  t'or  one  who  revils  in  it.  Perhaps 
_vo|i  ,ire  md  in  the  lea>t  .attractid  to  Mary.  Still  if  y(ju 
spi  lid  all  your  time  with  her.  and  f^o  uj)  lountrv  with 
theiii.  a>  Matilda  Jeff'  •^avs  vou  mean  to  do,  you'll  hrintr 
talk  upon  the  ;j;irl.  I  don't  know  if  her  parents  wero 
married  in  chui'ch.  Many  of  the  nvp>ies  are  not.  still 
tluy  froth  thiniselves  after  their  own  fashion  a?id  have 
;i  strict  code  of  morality.  We  li,  d  a  fool  of  a  writer 
(he.Mi  hi  ie  li>t  _\  ear,  who  v%  a>  l.uiitiii^'  u[)  llomanv. 
lie  cirtainly  kru  w  a  forei^'ii  lan^iiai^re.  hut  he  knew 
liotliini;'   of   the   nature  of    the    j)eoj)le    here.       He    hnjked 
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upon  (v^vy  r:un])  .trid  c  irav.iii  ,i^  :i  po^vihlc  vocc.})- 
ill.irv.  Will,  he  made  lovt-  to  :i  <j;'iv\  In  ic,  rmc  of  the 
Cliristclmrcli  Htirton^.  Site  not  lui-  Ik  ad  turiu-d,  and 
IiiT  lo\(  r,  a  mail  ot'  iur  oun  cla^s.  w  i,  jilted.  Tin' 
writin^f  cii-alurc  uiiit,  and  tin-  oiil  J.  unw  xhtimud 
In-  ivrrv  one.  That  hull  in  a  china  .^hop  with  hi>  nose 
stuck  out  for  copv  was  a  nn  nilu  r  of  a  M)cittv  for 
collecting-  ^ypsy  lore.  I  hope  you're  not  one  of  the 
Name  breed."' 

"  (i(jo(l  Lord  1  ■'  said  Lyddon,  "I  i  ver  hilon^^'d  to 
any  society  in  my  life  except —  "  ile  checked  him- 
self, for  he  was  a  niemlur  of  the  Koval  Society.  "  If 
I  {-an't  camp  here  without  >ettin;^  everv  tonirue  in  the 
n(  iLfhhourhood    wa<i'<ri, ,„._*•    ),,.    ^^^.,,|    ,,„^    ..  j|'^    ,^    j,ity. 

-Mary  conus  to  help  ine  now  and  a<;aiii,  hut  she- 
is  half  my  ao-e.  ANo  I  am  married  ,irid  Marv 
knows  it.  Anyway.  I'w  not  the  diL;htt,>t  iidention 
of  altering'  mv  plan>  to  huit  anv  l)u>vl)odv  in  the 
I)lace."' 

'*  Now   you  are  rude." 

"  I  may  he  ruder  if  you  say  any  more,"  lio  said 
politely. 

"  ( 'ome  in  and  have  your  tt  a.  We'll  say  no  more 
ahout  it.  \  ou  see  I  am  an  old  woman  without  any 
childri'ii  to  bother  ahout.  and  I  have  a  >train  in  nie 
which  makes  me  love  these  Forest  hawkers.  I've 
fought  their  battles  tor  thmi  many  a  time,  and  it  makes 
1110  aii^n-y  when  people  conu'  to  try  to  jiersuade  tlum  to 
give  up  their  perfectly  healthy  form  of  life,  or  to  [)ump 
progress  into  tlum.  o-  to  make  them  self-conscious. 
I  love  tlum  because  they  are  a  living  embodiment  of 
conservatism.  They  haven't  chan^a'd  in  tlieir  habits 
because  one  fool  invented  School  Hoards  and  another 
wireKss  teligraphv." 

l-yddon  found  liim-elf  forgiving  lier. 


I.IC) 
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So  till-  (lav--  "(lit  (111.  It  I' lined  without  cca^iri"". 
Lvdiloil  »  a  >  (ii)li;;iil  Im  ihiim  lii>  iiiil  tn  liii^inr  <;i'oiiil(l. 
■'l-^  llic  -i'l'  hr  lia.l  OM_ilMll\-  i|iO-i  11  1m  caiiir  ^oddcll. 
Oiii'  day  111!'  rain  (■lril:i;id  into  -liit.  and  tlit  lic\t 
iiioi'iiiii;;-  an  inch  nf  -m<'U  lav  on  Ihi  uioiind.  I.vddoii 
li;i(l  n(\'r  (ainidd  tuA  m  winlir  In  Inn.  Imt  he  ua-< 
ania/i(l  to  lind  Ih.-'t  a  v.  i  II  (  .  .n- 1  riici :  d  Imt  can  !)»■  a^ 
^^■»rin  a>  a  h'liiM.  (\in  uarm.  i-  than  iiio-t  hoii-c-,,  and 
that  he  did  not   iVrl  tin-  ci.'A\  at  ni-!.t. 

Ill  lii-.  aliiio.>t  dallv  inlcrcdi:  i-c  uilh  .M  ir\  a  <hiii- 
n-t  Mills  [loiiit  -ccinid  to  l:i\i-  hi.n  rtaclud  and  pa^-cd 
ovti-  without  di-asti;.  'I'h.  -hv  !!(-.>  that  nii-ht  have 
s|)riiiiL;-  up  h(t«(,ii  tlnin.  ihank>  to  i  he  su:;-^;"-!  io'i-  of 
liilNvhodics.  ua>  ^uaihuwd  up  in  the  nianv  ti,.ii;;-s 
tlicv  had  m  (aiiHDKin.  Ih  ■■irw  accu^toiiud  to  siiin"" 
licr  hv  hi>  tnit  tin.  to  hiaiini.',-  h(  r  accaiunt  of  the 
(lav's  luck  111  H(i~c(  inhc  u  h'  ri  ^hc  canic  hack  wrarv 
from  hci'  loni^'  tramp  in  and  hack,  to  mi  in^-  her  prepare 
the  e\  eniiiL;-  nil  d  VI  hid  1  she  usuallv  shan  (I  v\  il  !i  him  ;  and 
to  handing'  her  his  weeklv  vva'Ms  vvhich  she  eked  out 
with  thrift  and  fru^^alitv.  M.r  \isits  to  I{oiirn,inouth 
took  jilace  tuo  or  Ihiti-  tim-s  a  week.  lie  alsu  maili' 
the  ac(|uaintance  of  her  aunt,  a  hard-f'i  at nn  d.  sharp- 
ton^iied.  >elf'-rt  spe  t  iiii^'  n'Vpsv  vwim.in  who-i'  fairness 
>howe(l  a  cei'tain  adiiii'-.tui't  o|'  I'otta"-.'  hlood.  thou(>-h 
hi  r  children  u(ri  as  dark  as  M-vpsies  of  the  jjiiresf 
strain.  Mi~.  deli'  w.as  a  uif.  too.  and  her  wit  sharpened 
it^ilt  at  the  lApeuse  of  her  iiei^hliours.  I''indinir  that 
hi  (•  niece  uas  not  to  he  mo\id  as  re;;'irds  I^MJdon, 
.-lie  made  the  hest  of  it.  and  t.>ld  pt  iiple  there  wasn't 
III)  harm  in  In.  he  was  tr\inL;'  to  earn  liis  hit  of  l)re;ul, 
'Uid  he  paid  ..iir  Mai'v  to  hmk  after  the  tent  and  cook 
him  ■somi  tiling-  ,t\  tla-  eM  niim'.  wiiich  uas  ju^t  wnat  she 
nii^hl  h.ive  said  in  tlie  he^iiiniiii;-  had  she  heen  ainiahiv 
di>p(wed. 
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111^      II  (lilies 

touaicl-    :i    U(Mlun     rillrir,    liiinMlf    >:itV.     "     U,      kllrU     tliaf 
.M;il_v\    cli.-iMM     fur    liiiM    I.IV    lint     M.    Iiiiicll    in    MIIV    ll!i\>i,Ml 

.tlliiiltv.    liiit    iH'cau.r    >1„-    ,inl„„li,  ,1    f,,,     |,;,,,    t!„.    (on  >t 
'"■. '"^"'-  '"'■■■niM-   sli,.   !,,„1  (■(.inr   n,t„  l,i.    In,.   |ik,    „,int- 

tl.llln-    UIlt:iliM(l    ;UmI    lli-lil\,     (■ t!i,.    «,„i(|.,    hrr.uiM     -lir 

was    ulinirM.nir    ;ui(l    .'I. all    ,11(1   uii,l    as   a    Ih.;^--^}  ivaiii    is 
fl(  an  and  «  ilil. 

' '"■  '•••tt  (atcli,  r.  ulios,  iiHi\,  inciits  uir,.  aluavs 
inv;,rular.  had  app  .  n  nt  |_v  iiin\,.l  \-.  t  Cartiirr  auav  nii 
l)iisin(ss  ,,f  |,i,  ,,,^„_  _\,,||(  (,,,,..,„;.,  urotr  .Marv  a  h-ttrr, 
''>■  *'"■  ''■""'  "'■  li«i-  daii-iitri-  at  n.av.iilv  Hot'tmn,  stat- 
•ri-  that  shr  uonld  stay  a  hit  l..n-.r.  uiit'il  a  haliv  «  hicli 
lur  daii;;htrr  .xpccfrd  uas  Ixuri. 

S.)  .March  caiiir  and  u.nt.  and  April  cam.',  and  with 
it  thr  L;<irs, -hlooni.  I,u|d,,n  fiiiind  a  straii-c  fascina- 
tion in  tl:,.  hcllv  tliick.  ts--  til.  hohiis.  as  tli..v  \7.r,.  calk,!. 
lie  J'ouikI  if  possihl,  f,.  ualk  tnr  mil,  <  in  and  out  „f 
thick-walK-d  cliuiiih.is  in  this  nia/r  ,,i'  ancimt  Imllics, 
licrc  ,>nd  flu  ic  thinndi  (.ut.  v.  lure  a  lire  h.id  d.vas- 
^•'^'■''  *i""'-  'i''"-  »ii-'^.  -M.u-y  fold  him.  (iccii.-rcd 
.■mniiallv.  Ill  spit,.  ,,}•  (h,.  prcaiitioris  tak,  n  liv  the 
.•luthoriti.'s  to  s.t  th..  kc.p.rs  to  watch.  .Mrs"  ,]^■i\' 
'''■'''•"•"I  '"'!''i.v  tl'.d  if  u,s  "tin-  k.cp.rs  di,|  it  thcir- 
sclv.s.  lucaiisr  fh,.  fuvA'  -rnus  M.  t!ii,k  that  lh,\  can't 
o-cf  fhroiinh  easily  uh,  n-  tl„.y  lia-,  to  n-,,."'  Still  in 
this  thicket  of  holly  fr, ,,.  i„  p|,,,  ,  ,  a7..,,|utclv  ini- 
p<  iirtralilf.  no  m.-ui  cmild  ualch  ,  ff,  ,  1 1\,  Iv.  "  The 
h()liiis    roiin,!   'riioincyhill    u.iv   s,..,,,,  ,,t,  d    liv   a'   str.tcli 

of   iioo-   and    fur/,-    i'v ,■.,,    <\,n    fiii,k.r    liolin    uhicli 

stntch.d  down  in  the  dincfioi,  ,,t'  Jlnhii.  -!v.  If  uas 
<-<)inifry  as  unta-iiMl  .and  u  ild  and  xii-i,,  as  anv  in  ft;., 
lirarf  of  .\frica.  Only  th,.  uild  <iiick  and  thc'^-vpsi,  s 
knew    if    u,||.       TIh.    k,cp,rs    kiiru     th,.    paths    fhrou.di 


it.  il    I,   till,     l.iif   1 1,..,-    I  ...  ...   II 
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I.vdilori  en  |)t  t  lin>i!L!,li  tlic  (licp  ;^'Iii->y-l(;i\  id  twilitrlit 
of  till'  hollii'^,  |iii-.li.,l  t!:(ir  uav  tlimiii^li  tlir  lliiiiiiii^ 
^orsc,  leapt  I'rom  tu-^ock  lo  tii>>iiik  in  the  Imi^r,  or 
walk((l  linlitlv  wlurr  tlir  ^idiuhI  ()uak(il.  i'or  tlic  joy 
of  tsplorat  ion. 

Ill'  ua^  not  aluavs  accoiiipanii  il  liv  Mary.  On  loni-C 
.solitaiv  walks  lie  ^icnit  il  lo  ritiir\r  >oni<tliin;i  that 
liad  !)ri  n  lo>l  to  liini.  tlic  f.ic  ully  of  <lrop])iii^  tliou;;lit 
as  it  wi  If  in  the  kirmr  t.uulty  of  tin-  -^  n>ts,  a  faculty 
wliich  Iravis  most  people  afti  r  their  first  youth,  the 
])rei'o^at  i\('  of  chililhooil  .tiid  animals  and  >a\a^es. 

Maiv.  too.  Has  liusv.  'J'he  primroses  and  datrodils 
were  out  in  the  c'op-i  >,  « dd  \iol(t>  ^rew  evtrywhero 
in  the  hed^^'e^  and  under  the  fnr/e-l)u^hes  on  the  moor; 
and  aninioii(>,  too  frail  to  >ur\i\e  the  h  n^'  walk  to 
Christchurcli.  .\nd  the  ^^.or-e  \\a-  yellow,  x)  yellow 
that  the  spikes  wtic  covir.d  uith  the  vivid  hloom  — 
ther(  i^  iiothino-  so  vellow  as  irorse  with  an  April  sun 
oil  it,  it  is  the  most  yellow  and  shininLf  flower  (lod 
ever  madt  .  and  ^^nat  >l  retches  of  moor  were  golden 
with  it.  The  ;;()rse  wa>  no  j^ixxl.  how(  ver,  fo  the 
flowtr-sellers  ;  it  is  unlucky  to  pluck,  like  the  hlacktluirn 
and  the  may. 

There  Win  hri^^ht  day-,  hot  with  sun  and  froh  with 
the  east  wind.  Tlu'  larks  climhed  liiL,di  uito  the  .-ky, 
the  two  lonij;  pools  that  lay  in  the  moor  hetween 
TlHjrntyhill  .iiul  Hurley  wer<  like  two  eyes  of  living 
lilue,  aliovi'  which  the  peewits  called  to  each  other. 
I,\ddon  u>i(l  to  wamlt  r  out  on  to  this  moor  at  ni^ht, 
sometimes  to  listen  to  their  unearthly  nii;ht-cry  as  they 
rose  ^uddeidv  toward-  the  stars,  or  to  the  siiickerin;;' 
"■oat-like  hleatinn;  of'  tlie  snipe.  'I'o  tliink  that  success 
liad  kept  him  chained  from  all  this:  that  it  liad 
waited  for  him  sprino-  after  -prino-  in  vain.      There  are 

wiiiiw     111.  1!     til     vvliinn     tlie    taitl)     and     her    Seasons     mean 
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<!(ij)tr  cniotKUi-i   tliaii    rilit^inn   to  un   orthodox   hi'liivir, 
and  I-_vd(ioii  was  niir  of  tin  ni. 

Ifr  cliatii,'!  (1  lii>  (Miiij)  i\(rv  I'rw  (lavs.  Mi^s  I'licc, 
tlioii^li  -^lu■  proV((l  soiiu'.vhat  of  i  wi  11-iiuariin^ 
»mi->aii('c  to  tiirn,  oti'rrcd  Iiim  a  conn  r  of  lu  r  tit  Id  to 
nti'i  at  to  in  oi'drr  to  make  the  inci  >~arv  disappcarancr 
from  tlir  holhi  >  wliich  tlic  ktcfxr^  iiifond  upon  all 
va^n'aiit>.  Miit  he  prct'i  rrrd  thr  hollies.  The  Sherratts 
dcpai'ted  and  ii  tiii-iud  lira  niiea^v  spiiits.  so  did  otlier 
families  which  in  the  fillouship  <d"  the  liollies  \\c  had 
learned  to  know.  He  >  iw  something  of  ttu'  li.'ir(lne>>  of 
tlitir  lives,  too  -one  family  was  moved  on  while  a  child 
was  ill.  and  it  died,  as  tin  father  had  prophesied,  when 
he  came  to  \>if^  the  authoriile^  to  ,;llow  tluni  to  --tay  a 
little  longer.  He  learnt  to  know  the  supreme  philos- 
()|)hy  which  remains  hopeful  and  cheerful  thouffh 
starvation  lies  hehind  the  morrow.  He  often  shared 
his  hread  with  those  who  wouhl  clnerfully  tndure 
emptiness  >ooner  ti  n  take  to  the  servitude  of  the 
cotta;.,^r,  or  the  hard  charity  of  the  relievin;^  officer. 
l''reedom  was  >()  dear  to  them  that  tin  v  sold  the  comfort 
of  their  hodies  for  it.  They  cluiii^  to  tin  ir  hard  life 
hicaii'-e  some  iuNtinct  warned  them  that  tliev  had  the 
freedom  which  no  pi'ospi  lous  roof-slult.  re  d  persf)n 
has,  unless  he  is  of  the  class  which  has  niont  v  en()U<jh 
to  escape  from  itself.  l^It  even  the  wealthy  can  rarely 
tseape  from  the  cur>e  of  comfort,  the  parasitism  of 
servants. 


The  local  j)oint-to-|.oint  races,  w  lally  helii  in 
March,  were  po-tpori((l  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains 
till  l\.i,4i  r  Monday,  which  f*  I!  in  the  niiddl.  of  April. 
T/vddon.  in  coinn'on  with  all  tin  workini^  population  of 
Thorneyhill,  had  an  (  nipty  day. 


M I      I. 


.  f      I, 


T.'.,.'1..  :.-..]  i    !!.-.,- 


140 


AM.WAKn 


M  Ult>(l  In  ^()  lo  til.  r.i  (■(-..  ;ni(|  tiny  p.  i-nu.uI,  ,1  I.vddoti 
into     ;iccuiii|i,iii\  ii]M-    tLni.       Ilr    .i^Mtilfii     in     ;i     cikc^- 

.'Klii    .llr     IIHkkI     tli'it     ni;l(!,>     ,1     IlMlilp     ()\(|-    cnimtrV     ri);l(U 

t"  -I''  ll'i'  riclnn'  .H  pi'n-Npi  ct  .'iij^ic  I  i!i|i-  I  riniiLjIi.  'I'hcv 
piii\l(|,(|  tli(iii>,|\r>  with  JiiitiLs  iif  In.  Mii-.-iri'l  cIk  iN|.  .-hkI 
>l.irtii!.  It  u,i^  ;i  Iirilli  nil  -pi-iiiL;-  dtv.  ccdh  d  hv  the 
•■••i^l    "Ind.       'I'Im'  l(ik>   k.pt    np  ;i  tir.lr>>  trlllin^r  ji,   tli,. 

I'lllf  ^k\.  .■ind  thr  llfdl^i  ^  Uii-r  aliLt/.  uith  the  iroldcll 
(mi     lit    t  III'   i^nir^c. 

'I'hr  tlif.  r  l;■vp^_v  u'irK  \\:ilkM|  .•iIiuim-  ;ini)  in  ;(i-ni  in 
till'  lii^li.  si  i)\'  ^iHid  spiriU.  Ici^iiio-  I.vddnii.  ulio 
fi;i-<<l  Ii.ick  'I'll,  rr  u,  )■,•  all  kind-,  dt'  I'odhMi  \vittici>nis 
f'l  '"■  liiMili-;  .-dKiiit  .M;iry"N  n.  \\  k.  rclii. f  uliidi  I.vddnn 
li.iil  lioiii^ld  III!'.  ,-ind  ■Aliicli  -lie  dickiriil  ua-  di)t(iil 
i)\,v  uith  ••  ij;ii-t  iv.  s  "  ,valc|iitiu-  to  s.  i-  uliat  lir  \vi>  up 
to.  .■Hid  ahoiil  .\!li|s\  siippoxd  coiKiiic-t  ot"  a  ki.p.r's 
son  ulio  had  --iiW  In  r  danrc.  wliilr  Ijn'lv  ua-  lax.d 
^^itli  ■■m  iiii.iLiin.irv  p.-lic. man  ulio  had  i^iv.-n  her  ;i 
brooch  with  a  suallou  on  it.  Sillv  d.  Iii;litful  non- 
S(  nsicalitics  with  thn-c  pr.llv  i;irl-<  o?i  ;i  diistv  hii^h- 
w.'iv  undii-  ;i  ^prin"-  sim  who  Iiotlurs  to  think  if 
tlnrc  i-  anythin'4-  '"  "'"'li  ni;ii,q)if  chatttr  lnit  jiist  o-ood 
-pirit  >  and  youth? 

Mary  won  Mh'  k.  rcl.ii  f  and  a  el.  an  apron,  and  a 
hltck  hat  with  iuani,d((l  artiticial  flowciN  on  it  that 
liad  1)1(11  tlic  oiCt  of  ;i  custoiu.r  in  the  pi'cccdin<r 
'•"iiinur.  It  \\a-  aud  u'ious.  taudry.  cost.rish.  hut  it 
snitrd  liii- dark  vi\id  fac.'  and  the  ormt  o-old  tarrino-s. 
She  had  till'  swi.tncss  of  (Aprcssion  which  atoms  for 
c\ci-yt]iinM-  in  a  woman.  .\llu>,  stiano;c  little  crtaturc, 
ua-  :j,orucous  in  Jai-i;'.'  r.  il  and  y.jlow  Inads  and  a 
shawl  ot'  !i.  r  mother"-,  which  die  iVid  att.  mpicd,  wifli 
hut  jiartial  siicc.ss.  to  t\\v  yellow  with  an  iiifiidon  of 
;;-orse    lijooni.      I'.m'ly.    thi'    luaiit\-    of    the    familv    and 
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Slir  u.i^  !  I  lilt  it'll!  ill  tli>'  ^]ilri'il;.l,  tr.i;j;ic  uav.  tiiniiM^li 
.>!ii'  hi,!  iMit  M,ir\'>  |iri-iili  ir  cli.iriM  nv  Im  r  'imih  >t  i_\i». 
11(1-  ;^rrit  (1  irk  (\i>  \m  it  uilU  nl'  li-lit  ;  uinii  ^Iir 
iii')\i(|  tl'iiii  touaiil-  \iiii  Villi  >u\v  luitliiiiL;"  <  Ni  .  and 
->!ic  km  \'.  It.  Ill  lict  >l.i  w  >.  a  prnf.  >>i(iiial  In  uitv, 
traiinil  li\  li(  !•  Mcca^Kiiial  i  i!i]ilnvinrnt  a>  iiti>t"> 
model  illl  )  tlic  li  ililt  nf  |M)N,  >.  into  Coii-Cloll-IH  ~-  of 
ll;r    |n\i  |ill.  -.->.         I'.m'lv     IM  \i  r    -^IinUf    lilllch.         Sllf    ^lllllrd 

«it!i  a  -iiiilr  that  ui>  \\ri'_;-lit.  d  uitli  tlir  latiLTUor  of 
slaiTv  iiiylit>:  she  was  iiiorr  r.  fim  d  ot'  ^pticli  tliati 
111  r  ^i^t(r>.  and  diN!iki<l  Iniii.j,-  calkd  a  yvp-v  or  what 
>lic  calliil  '■  lou  talk,  no  1)1  til!-  t|iin  till-  ^nintin*  <d* 
pi-^.  I  calN  it." 

No  wondi-r  that  I'.ai'K'  riliirn'd  t'l'oiii  Boiiiiuiuoiitii 
with  more  iiioii(\  tha.M  the  ri«t.  She  \va>  a  ciinoiis 
(■nature  and  di--]ikid  nun.  I'.virv  tiiin-  -he  came  hack 
from  Hoiiniemoiith  -he  h.'d  a,  ide  to  tell  of  tin-  or 
that  rvc  .vho  had  -|)ok(  n  to  her.  Mut  -he  \\a-  a-  -afc, 
for  ;d!  her  lieautv.  a-  the  plaila  -t  of  t!;eiii.  Her  amlii- 
tion  \v,i-,  \a^iielv.  a  marriage  uilh  \  man  in  cMinfortahle 
cinaiiii-tance-.  and  -he  had  not  iiiri;^;nal  ion  eiion^-li  to 
turn  her  from  her  purpo-e. 

A  fifth  Kieiiilit  r  of  the  party  ua-  Pi'i--y*-  <  Ide-t  hoy 
- — 'Miirv.  a<;(  d  eiL;ht.  'I'.nrv'  woi'e  a  coat  not  unlike  ii 
("o-ter's  without  the  hut  tor,-,  aid  he  chir:  d  a  iiiinia- 
turc  pipe  \\liich  an  uncle  had  o'ivi  n  him.  lie  wa-.  as  a 
treat,  ,allo\V(il  to  have  a  pinch  of  tohacco  m  it  now  and 
aijain.  '1'Im  tuo  elder  .ij,irl-  -nioked  a-  tiny  weiit  ajoiii^. 
and  *l-'nrv  'alkid  he-ide  tlnni  gloomily,  hi-  hands  in 
his  pockets. 

L\ddon  c(uisoled  him  hy  tlie  promi-e  that  if  there 
were'  a  -\vi  it->tall  he  -h<aild  he  taken  to  it  iimiic- 
diately. 

"  And  me.  too."  -aid  .\ilii-. 

•'  "T'-h.  von  irr(  t  (1  V  little  thin'^  I  '"  -lid  I'.m'l  V. 
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"Sli'.nti    t.)    tl,r    r.iiiiH,.,   cliavi^!  "   vn,l    .\llii>.   in;ikin<r 

'I      '"■■"•'■      'if      li"'-      •■'11(1      kriduili;^^      tliat       l'.u\'\\      (li>likr(l 
I  { 1 1  n  1  1 1 1  \' . 

""*'""     •"      <|ni.  t.      Allii^,"     snM      M  irv      n  icifictllv. 

'*  Aduii   .im't    111,1(1, •  nl    IP v,   .iiiil   lie   M.i!it>   ti,   put   II 

hit  oil  till'  !4^ii(  >." 

*•  .\llu>  -liill  lii\f  III  r  >uitt>.  dt"  cniirN,."  v/iiil 
I.\(l(liMi.  "  I  >li,ill  >lill  li.ivf  ,1  sliilliiii;  or  -o  to  [iiil  on 
the  on,.,  thiMiL^h  I  don't  knou  uh.it\  niiinitit,' 
'Ik-      ha-t      hit      in      the     \\oi|,|.       Who",      th,'      f;i\  ouritr, 

i:mv.'  •' 

TIh'  (|ii,  ^ti.in   u,)-,   s;,liil<-,,l.   hut    "I'.ni-v   infoni;, d   him 

fh.lt    I''i  IKlll;^'   .M.i.ti   r   W.'l^  ;i    o,)|„1   "(>.,>. 

The  oirls  niockrd  him. 
"  Who  told   vou  that.  ■I'.nrv  -  " 
*•  Wli,  V,'  <lid  vou  -,  t  th.it.  .\Ii>t.r  •rattiT>all?  " 
"I    Villi!    'cm    t.dkin;;-,"    .lid    the   lioy    >tolidlv.       "I 
knovvs  «ho'.  ridiiiM-  him.  it*>  S;ui(hr-..      And  he's  in   for 

till      I  luilt    (  "ll))." 

'I'.nrv  \\,is  liorn  into  th,.  world  two  feet  from  a 
hor.M's  no-c.  f,f,lin<r  n.n-  ihc  t,  iit.  and  horsis  wire 
the  [)as-ion  of  his  vourii,^  lit'.'.  He  wa-  .dways  makiiii.^ 
e\(n>c>  to  hann'  .ihoul  Lord  l{,d\u)od'-  stahlo.  >o 
that  it  mi^ht  he  that  truth  i>Mie(l  from  the  mouth  of 
this  hah,'. 

'•  Ar,    Von  -ure,  'l-jirv:  "  .iskid  .Marv. 

'•  \  e,.  H,'*,>  running'  at  llp^om.  too.  if  he  heats 
.Mavfly  h,  r.  ." 

'•.\nvua_v  vou  >hall  jiut  a  .shillino;  on  him,"  said 
I.vddon. 

""  Wh  it'll  von  put  on-" 
lie     jini;l,(i     hi-,     poek,  t.      "Not     much,    hecaiisc     I 
]ia\en't   ^ot   it   to  !o-e.'' 
/'  '    -|'"t    ,1a, I'll    he    li,r,."    said    Mary.      '•  Ih     never 

nusst  s    a    i-ae,     u  ill, in    firty    miles.       JJut    L;vi)>ies    ami 
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t  r.a  rill   1-.    (I'lll't     IDIIM      tl)    Illiitin\     llkf     tlll^,     llPdk,    'tllll'f 

wurtli  till  ir  u  liilr." 


.\s  tlhv  ;i|i[ir(i;n  !ii(l  tin  fi<  lil>  \vliiili  ^ii\(il  i-  cicc- 
coiir^f.  tiny  wiit  coii-taiit  ly  [•  i---((l  1)\  mot'iiN,  (uic 
;il't(  r  the  iillur,  « iii'rmii;^-  the  Ik  (1l;i  mw  ;iiiil  cliokitii^ 
the  |)t  (li'-t  ri.iriN.  Tiir  ruimtry  pi  oplc  ^tond  at  thrir 
^.itt  -  to  ■<<  r  till'  ^^ay  I'olk  m)itii;'  pa^l.  t'ariiiiis  <lr()\i'  hy 
in  tlnlr  ;4,i,u>.  iycli>t-i  and  iiiotiir  (•y(  li^ts  poudrrcd 
with  dn>t  pur^iuil  tlnir  wav-  in  fact,  tin-  (piirt  lomitiy 
rnad  had  htcoiiic  m)  unlike  it->tlf'  that  a  jiolui  man 
stdod  at  tlir  cross  roaiK  to  ri  i^ulatr  tlir  tiatlic  The 
;^yp-»y-^irl-:  and  tlnir  conipanion  wint  into  thr  (idd 
and  found  rows  of  motor-cars  alnady  drawn  up  hy 
the  ropts,  with  lure  and  thin'  a  carria<rr,  here  and 
till  re  >onic  othi  !•  htir-M-drau  n  m  hide.  Hut  thi-  dav  of 
the  hor^c•  ha>  ^oiir,  and  I,\ddon  found  it  in  his  .>oul 
to  fed  syiupathv  uith  .Mi>-  I'ricc  in  In  r  hatred  of 
inotor-c.irs.  Ileie.  at  an  evirif  dcMitid  to  the  cult  of 
the  horse.  L'-a'hered  in  tlnir  huudniU  in  the  piide  of 
smooth  enamel  and  miult  lu\urv.  tiny  «(>•.•  an 
iiiM)leiice.  Machinery  tlaniiled  it  hifoie  the  iiorse- 
fle>h  it  had  supplanti d,  the  chaufl'i  ur  seemed  to  sneer  ;it 
the  d-room. 

With  all  his  in-t  inet  ivr  ;^eniii-.  for  nuchinlcal 
science,  Lyddon  ha<l  no  passionate  lo\e  of  it  for  its 
own  saki  .  It  was  as  if  the  j^(iiiu>  which  made  >cii  ri- 
titic  toys  ei'  y  for  him  to  iiianipiilatc  livi d  in  some 
conipartiiU'nt  separate  from  his  heait.  It  is  said  that 
a  man  cannot  he  successful  m  work  which  he  does 
not  love.  Work  ah-nihrd  I.vddiui  while  he  was  at  it, 
and  lie  novi  r  rtstid  until  he  had  solvid  a  prohleni 
which  worried  him:  hut  at  the  hack  of  him  was  the 
T-\d(lon  whit  had  always  disaDpointi  d  liis  masters  at 
school,    the    l.vddon    who    lost   interest    whin    other   nun 
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jJiiiw  1m  in.  vvlm  Mir,  u  lip  1  fi^Iit  in  t|,,  t,,,, in.  tit  of" 
\i<'lnry.  III,  l,\(|i!,,|i  \sitli  ill..  1,1, ij,  ,,)■  111,,  \|„  (  t,  liiicHS 
ill  liiiii. 

Tlnv  iiMil,  III.  Ir  ui\  ill!,)  III,.  Mcoiwl  li,  1,1.  «|iii-,- 
til.  I,,...ki.,  \v,iv  \,||ii|..-  ••'riirc.'  I..  ..II,.  i',,  |i,|,|.  tlinr 
'••  "11.  III.'  li.  M."  .(t  111,  t.,|)  ,,(  t!„.;r  \oi,,>.  ■rii,  iidIm- 
.111(1  i-.)iinii.il  mil  u.  r.-  i  \!.il  ir.it inuc. 

>ii.lt|.  iil\    M  irv  fiiill,  il  .il   l,\(|(|..irs  aim. 

'•  'I'li.iv".  All  :"■■  >!,.  -  ,i.|. 

''"Ii'.\  "'I'  •  !Im,-.v  ;ii:^  111,  il-  u  i\  tlir.,i|M||  III,  cr.iwil. 
•■""'     l-Vlil'ili     li.'l.l     li-l,t     li.,I,l     .,r     "IjirvN     >li..llI.l.T.     Ir,t 

'l.r  cli:!.!  «l,.iiilil  .li-..t|ip.  ;,.•  ill  111,   iii.i.  Utr.iiii  .if  LiinMnit  v 

tll.it    MM';;.  (I   ;il)'.||t    tli.     hi.'.ki,  -. 

•'"'■     ''l     IIKUll.  Ill      l.\.l.|..||.     t|M.^|i..|      uilli      lii,     .|h,)uitl<^ 

tlir..n:|li  tli.-  .■r,.\\,i.  iiniM  n,,»  r,  i,,.  ml),  i-  ulm  ••  .\lf  "  u;is, 
♦I" 'I  til'  pilot. .^r.ipli  wlii.li  M.iiv  li.iil  -liiiuii  him  wc.'ks, 
.•ii;.)  r.i^c  111  for.    lii^  m.  nt  il  vi-i.ui. 

'•  Th.  IV  II,.  i>."  ..,:,|  Mm-v. 

I.v.lilmi  t'.)ll.iu.  (I  til,  dill, ti, III  ,,f  li.f  cvi.s.  At  ,1 
litll..  liixtaiic..  from  tli..  liooki.  s  ainl  I'lirtli.r  doun  th,- 
liill.  f.ir  till-  II  .••111,. w  >lo]i,(l,  a  tt  iiipnr.iry  riii<r  h.ul  Imii 
form,  li  .ilioiit  two  ronirli  lookino.  |".  jjows  who  wrc  >.par- 
nii--  with  Ih.  m|ii\,-.  tlulr  w;ii^tr,i,it>  and  coiit-,  oil',  and 
t hi'ir  ■^lliI•l-^l.  .-v.  >  roll.  (I  h.-i.-k. 

"  Which  i-  In  .-  '"  h..  .'i^k.  d. 

" 'l"hi-  .-"III.  'i  r  ot  Ih.iii  two  ulMt'.>  iioxin',"'  viid 
Mny. 

She  o-Ian<-.  .1  at  him  with  .a  Kind  of  (jUi -tioniiiLj  co- 
(|ii.  trv  th.it  irrit.it.d  him  ^li^!ltlv. 

"  Will.  \\v  shairi  MT  iiiiich  of  yon.  tli.  n."  h.-  r..|.)i-t..d. 
'•('oiin-  .III.  'I'liirv  .•in.l  Alhi^.  th.Ti-'s  a  .sUn  t --t/dl  undtT 
th.it  tint." 

''•  ^*  '~  'i'''  I'f  the  crowd  nou.  .uid  walk.il  hitwuii 
*lic  t^^"  cliil.jr.  n  into  tli..  tint.  'I'lirv  lioii^ht  h.alf  ;i 
li"iind     of    the    >ticki.  4     >u...fm.-at>    on     th..    .-tall    ,iiid 
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fliiti  ;4in^(  r    ill  .      At   llii>  -(.ii;"!    In    -"'^^    I'.in'lv    iinl  M  irv 
at     tlir    I  lit raiu'c    .ni'l     tiiriHil    to    itnitr    tin  mi     ti>    h  ivc 

"■itll^tT-alr,    *"■>  '11'   V     ICC"  [it  I  (I   clli  t  I  I  nil  \  . 

"  I,(t\  rit  iiiir  lilt  nf  IiitkI  aiui  clu  ( -I  n|i  mmiIi  r  tlic 
lit(l;^f   ii'iv*.   Ill  t'liii    \M    (Irup^    it."  sujx^'^t'd    Allu-..   .itui 

titi    |irn[in-it  inn   w  u    icci  |iti  (I  ii\    tin    |i  il't  V.  tlinil<j,ll  '1  ,111  V 

uiiiild     ratji"  r     lia\c     liniiiC  almiit     tin-     lii;r»is     in     the 

iinjirovi^i  rl    iiaddnck    at    'lie  t'nrlliii'    iinl.      Mutli    Mirv 

ami      I'.in'K      utir     iiiclin.  .1  to     lir     ^il  rit     iIuiiiilC     'lie 

III!    il. 

'•  I  ilmrt  -.  (  il  111.  [i'r.i|i>  111  ain't  ciiiiiiM*.'*  -mi  M  irv 
vvitli  a  -iy,li.  "  I. 'ink,  tli.  n  \  a  _\  i  lli  r  I),  .ntlv,  the  tn>t 
1  SI,  ri  tills  \  car." 

••  Wi-li.  til.  II."  s  li.l  Alius. 

'•  Dnn't    kimw    uliat    tn  v  i-li."  ^  lul   ^lu    li-tli  ->lv. 

*'  I   kimus  what    I   wi-li,"  -ail!  .\llu>. 

••  What    th.n-  " 

"  I   kc(|i>  t  hat  ti)  inv  kukri." 

*■  'i'liat's  iii>  wnni  _\nii  i.ilTlid  ill  --chnuj,"  -aid  l.lil'lv 
with  di-dalii. 

"Iln.  mv  raunic.  ain't  it  a  lav  vnu  iius!"  .\llu> 
mocked.  ••  \'nu  wait  fill  viHir  lioro  rvc  cuiiio  .ilnii!^ 
.iiid  podkcrs  vnu  li't'oic  \()U  make-,  out  that  KoniMiiy 
(•ha\i-  i>  low  folki." 

"What  linnkic'll  \nu  ij;n  fn.  Adam'"  a-kcd  'i'.iiry 
tiiiscly. 

•*  I'oiiv  Wliitc  looks  my  iiian."  he  rcpliid. 

••I  knows  him,"  said  "I'.nry.  "You  i;\\<-  nic  tluih 
sliilliiin-  and  I'll  y'o  down  now  afore  the  |irice  ;4;ets 
.shorti  r.*' 

•"He  won't  fake  monev  from  .i  tikiio  like  you."  >iid 
A!!'!-  scornfully. 

'*  I.(  f's  n;o  to;;'!  f her."  said  Lyddori.  "•  .  .  'I  lea\e  the 
women  to  theinsflvivs  for  -i  hit." 

(Jrc'itlv    I'le-Lisc/l    .if-    the    assumption    that    his    aunts 
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an<l  .(iiiMM  I),  l()n^r,.(l  .ift.r  ,-,11  to  tlic  inferior  sex.  'Enry 
strolird  down  with  Lycldon  to  tlic  liookics  n^;n\n  to 
make  fli(  ir  hcts.  Firiciriir  Ma-tcr  >too(!  ut  five  to  one. 
Mtyfiy  and  rncrnfor  win-  favourites.  Ttie  Imxlnff- 
riujj;  was  hrokin  uf),  and  its  place  taken  hy  a  man  who 
was  inviting,'  .^tanders-h\•  to  pkicc  their  iiKincy  on  a 
tahic  milked  with  nnmlu  r>.  A  man  with  u'  hanjo 
whose  afi"ection  no  one  would  have  trouhhtl  to  win, 
was  ^ini^in^^  '*  Vou  made  me  love  you,*'  to  the  rows 
of  motorcars  rann;ed  aloni^;  the  course.  The  cry  J)re- 
sently  Went  up,  ''  'J'luy'n  off!  "  and  there  was  a  <reneral 
movement  forward  to  the  left.  I.yddon  puslied  his  way 
throu^^rh  the  motors  to  the  rail,"  and  held  'Knrv  on 
his  shoulder  so  that  the  t  xcited  hoy  miirht  have  a 
^n)od  view.  The  hor-e,  >oon  disappeared  behind  a  belt 
of  trees,  and  it  would  be  a  moment  or  two  before  thev 
re,ippear(  (i. 

The  iirilliancy  of  the  li;,dil,  tlu'  i^r.dety  of  tlie  colours, 
the  fashionably  dressed  women  in  the  motor-cars, 
^^ave  I.yddon  an  tuld  pan<4-  of  melancholy.  There  is 
notliiiifr  like  a  croud,  and  a  crowd  intent  "on  pleasure, 
to^^'ive  ;i  man  tliat  sudden  feelin.i,^  of  mental  depression, 
of  intense  loneliness,  of  a  Im^liness  never  felt  in  a 
fortst,  of  ,ir.  isolation  never  })resent  in  a  desert. 
Lyddon  WIS  conscious  of  si.eli  a  detachment  now  as 
h(>  watchdl  the  flyiiii^'  horses,  the  ean^vr  crowd,  the  sun 
f,ditterin,ir  on  the  water-jump  balf-a-mile  away.  There 
was  a  thin  sprinkling-  of  j)eople  liastenin<r  now  to 
cross  the  course  in  order  to  have  a  /.jood  view  of  the 
horses  ;is  they  came  round.  He  was  followinr^  them 
uith  b:s  eyes  mechanically,  when  a  voic(>  said  in  liis 
ear — 

"  I!  .'.  Mr.  T,yddon,  isn't  it.^  " 

I,ydd.)!i  put  the  child  down  and  turned  round. 

A   worn  in  of  youthful  tiiriire  and  fra^rile  appearance 
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stood    Ijisidc    liiiii.      Ilcr   hair   was    uliitf.    and    nIio   liad 
;i  look  of  (xai^nir.itcd  fra^^ilitv  .iiid  diliracv. 

'•  Mv  motor's  over  tlicn/'  >lu'  >aid  hn  at  liK  ^>ly.  |)u>li- 
in^  back  a  i^rvy  silk  motor  veil  that  thu  wind  iiad  caught. 
"  1  was  lookiii/^;  al)0!;l  .vith  mv  ^-la.ix'S  aiitl  I  >aw  you. 
I  thou^'ht  I  couldn't  be  mistaktii.  Voii  know  all  >(!rts 
of  thititrs  WL-rv  >aid  alxnit  vou — that  vou  «i  ii  drouiicd, 
that  vou  had  lo>t  your  imiiiory,  that  you  had  kit  thu 
country." 

'*  I  didn't  know,"  he  >aid  horn  ^tly.  lookiii;^-  lur  in  the 
eyes.      "  I  hadn't  xi  ii  a  iiajx  r." 

**  Then  you  didn't  -you  haven't-— — "  Iltr  dist  nss 
was  obvious. 

'•  Mv  lawvcr  told  me  the  decision  was  safe  •■nou<^h." 
lie  said  bluntly. 

'*  Oh,  of  course,  of  course — - — "  She  he-^itatid  as  if 
at  a  los>  a>  to  how  to  proceed. 

"  I  was  more  s(>rry  tlian  I  can  >ay  that  I'.leaiKU-  was 
nearly  dra^^ed  into  it,"  he  added  briefly.  "  Hut  I 
manaired  to  prevent  that." 

"  Oh,  I  know,  I  know.  I'deanor  showed  nn  the  K  iters 
you  wrote  to  her." 

"  It  wasn't  the  kind  of  business  tliat  one  likes  to  see 
a  nice  woman  dra^^/^ed  into,"  he  .-aid  bitterly. 

The  ladv  in  frrev  paused,  her  hand  uj)on  the  handle 
of  her  sun-hade.  She  \\as  in  some  obviou>  embarra.-.s- 
nient. 

"  Eleanor  is  liere "  she  s.aid.   a   tn  i:i  ilous   Miiile 

on  Ikt  lips.  "  I  think  you  ouuht  to  see  her.  She  has 
been  anxious  about  yor-  terribly  anxious  and  after 
what  she  has  endured—     -*' 

The  inner  Lv<l(lon  eiowled.  "Whit   rin-ht  has  she  to 
be  anxious  P  ''  and  added  conipunct  lou-ly.  '*  ^'es,  she  did 
behave  like  a  brick.  I  ou/^ht  to  see  her.'' 
He  stood  irresolute. 
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••  Sl,r  li.o  Miin  iv.l  on  your  accoiitit."  s.ii.i  tlir  l,„lv  in 
^Ci'.v.  ••  N.ittiially  I  uon.l.r  il'  you  r,  ;ili\,.  ul,.,t"lur 
i  runiMiip  III! , lilt." 

Ur  (li.'l   IV/iIi'm..   iHilic  Ixftt  r. 

"^'"w  i>  it  that  you  aiv  douii  linv.-*'  \w  n>kc(l 
il'  ^pi  rat(  !v. 

"Don't  y..u  v..  aft.,-  it  v^a.  all  over  p,,,,,-  l-.I.aiior 
-  -ah>olut(     ii,|-\()u-.   hiiakdoun.      'I'lic  doctors    s.  nt   Iht 

fo    Houi-Mcnioutll.        \\\     iiK-tolvd    (iNci-."' 

Jl.iv  uas  Catr  iiuxoi-al.l,.  in  t!u  f,,nn  of  a  vouiio- 
""iiian  lie  lik,  ,1.  and  ua,  -ratcful  to.  luit  divadrd.  " 

."'    '■■"";    ''•'\'-    tlM\    cluld."   Ik-    >aid.       ••  Mav    I    hrinj^r 
liun.  f oo .-  "  ■  '"' 

(  )i   CI)!!  isc.  of  (•our>'  .'" 

"'•  "-'II^"!  InMd.-  Il,  r  nio<,dily.  It  \va>  not  so  ,-Hsy 
to  (^,Mpf  tVnni  on.  ^(  If  all,  r  all. 
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*    I'"'    ■•'    li'iiid    on   Iii^   arm    and   >pokc   in   an 
.•i;4ilif<  il  \  oici'. 

-I  iMU^t  trll  yon,  li.for,  _.,Mi  Mc  li.r."*  sju.  said.  "  I 
don't  I).  Iir\c  you  can  knou.       .Marjoric  i,  d,ad."" 

".Mar/pule  i>  d.adl"  he  cxclaiiui  <1.  -Mv  wife 
d<  ad  I 

Slic^^noddcd  licr  l.cid.  "dust  att(r  tlu^  decree  w;:  ^ 
A^iy.  n."  ,|ie  said.  ••  No.  no.  I  c.-ui  mc  uliat  vou  uere 
tiiinkuio-.  No.  t|::,,ds  (,od  it  uas  not  that.  "si,e  was 
i"  fkat^^esprev.  that  u.i^  u  rc.'ked  ihe  KdinlMiro-h 
(  \pr(-s."  " 

lie  .•anie  to  a  >t.indsti!!.  «•  I  can't  mc  llleanor  vel," 
li-  saul  .ainuptly.  -  I've  o„t  to  realise  tlii>.  Vou  urc 
sure  f  lii>  i,  tru(  .-  " 

••  Only  too  Mire."  ske  -aid  !:i  ,i  muled  voic.'. 

He  uas  .il,  nt. 

••  Do  y,.n   niirpl    tilling-  nohody   you'\e   .>e,  n   me.'""  hf 
said  at't.  I   a  minute. 
"  An, I  i:|,  anor.'  "" 
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"Oh.  Ml  Ihr,"  \u-  ^ai.l.  -loulv  :ui.l  ivIik  taiiMv. 
'■  Hut  -lie  will  not  ti  11  aiiv  (iii>  '- 

•'  Ni>t  it'  Vdi!  ui-li  it.      Hut  u  hy ?  " 

"    I    uill    till    l-'.ir.Ulor    "llV,"    -aid    111.  It     Wi'uld    i)r    uisf 

to  Mf  Mlt-aiinr  (iiicc  .111(1  to)'  ail. 

"  Could  vou  mot  or  o\  i  i'  .ai^aui  .'  '"  Ik    .i--1m  d. 

"  Hut  uluri-  arc  vou  >t,iviii;^'r  .\n<l.  my  di  ar 
Uicliai(!."'  -\\v  o-avi-  a  halt'  iui-Miu>  lau;^li.  "«lio  i^  thi-» 
youno-  ^critlfmaii .' 

*'  I  am  st,a\ini^  '.villi  fi'i(iid>."  iir  ^ aid.  \uth  oin-  <d'  hi-. 
lit  t  r.act  ivr  -mih-^.      *' 'I'his  i^  our  ot'  thtiii." 

*•  Vou  like  >uiit>.  I  src  !  "  >hr  --.lid  ill  ,1  jjaf  roiii-,iii^- 
would  lie  t'l'iiiidlv  voice  u  liich  ■'luay^  m.ikc--  a  -.mall 
l)ov  dumh.  "I'.nrv  ;;'a\(  her  a  lirict  jj,laiicc  and  then 
.scanned  the  field  from  his  vaiit.i^e  ;4roiin(l  on 
Lvddon's  .shoulder,  i'or  hi>  t'nuid  hid  n  in>t.itcd 
liim. 

'•  He  look>  like  a  little  co-tcr."  said  the  Lady  to 
I-yddon. 

•*  IIe\  a  ^'y|)sy.""  s.aid  I.yddon. 

*l".nrv,  an  acid-drop  in  hi>  mouth.  u,i>  ^uhlimt  ly  un- 
c'on^cioui  id'  thein. 

"Vou  haven't  told  me  wliere  to  mi  et  you  with 
I'leanor."  s.aid  the  la<ly  in  u,ic\    in  ;;entle  repro.icli. 

*'  It  mu>t  lie  .a  Sundav."  he  ^aid,  .and  i  ■iiiemliered  with. 
reii'i'et  (hat  Suiid.iv  w,i>  the  d.i\  on  which  he  .and  Marv 
^enerallv  went  wanderiiiir  uti'  to;ietln  r. 

*'  It  t'uri  lie  a  Sunday." 

"  ("ould  vou  come  .a>  f'.ar  a^  Hraii-unn  .-  ■'  he  ,a-«ki  d.  '"  I 
know  l-'d»'aih)r  won't  mind  my  not  ^oin^  into  Hoiirne- 
nioutli.      I  am  campinir  in  the  Ni  u   loii  -t." 

"I  know!''  excl.iime<l  tin  ^r^y  lady.  '•Tell  me 
where  vour  camii  i>.  and  I  will  drop  her  ne\t  Suuday 
afternoon  near  it.  She  li.i-  an  old  t'rii  ml  mar  IJr.itis- 
l^orc.      I  can  call  on   >ome  jiiojile  ui   l)rockenliur>t   and 
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fctcli    her    oil    flic    way    hack.       Vou    kiidw    Iiow    I'lcanor 
adnn  >  the  Imu'i ■^t.*' 

Hi  (lid  iviiu  iiili(  r  va^inly.  and  Imu  -,lu-  had  priSM<l 
liliii  to  ^-o  tli.it.  To  l)r  advi-id  to  l;(>  to  a  place  was 
u-iially  siifliciiiit  to  (l(  t(  r  liim  fi-oiii  Ljoiii;r  near  it. 
Dartiiiooc  liad  l)i  i  n  li  ,  fax  niii-it-  u  aiidciiiin'-'rroiiiid. 
South  \Val<>  and  the  \a!h  v  of  the  \\\,.  Vet 
perhaps  some  ineiiiory  siihii)n~cioii>l"  jjn-erved  had 
l)ccn  in  his  l)ralii  u  hen  he  had  takt  ri  th  mad  ride  a\v;iv 
from  London.  ^O,  this  niii^ht  l)e  another  of  his  manv 
deh;>  to  I'Jeanor. 

*•  Drop  h(  r  at  'I'horn.  vhill  [)ost  otiice,  jileasc,  th(ii." 
lie  said.       "  I  will  he  there  at  three  next  Saiidav." 

His  (amp  would  he  in  [Nliss  Trice's  field  hy  then,  and 
they  would  he  free  f-oiii  intru>ion.  AI>o  he  wo'dd  have 
had  ;i  reluctance  inexplicahle  to  himxlf  to  let  l^hanor 
come  to  Jiis  camp  in  the  hollies.  Vet  he  was  hound  to 
hoth  i';iean(U-  and  her  aunt  iiy  many  act>  of  kindness, 
and  he  did  not  let  liiiiist  If  foiMcf  it. 

He  hade  ^(xxl-hye  to  the  fragile  little  lady  with  ;i 
liftin;^-  of  his  h.itteri  d  hat. 

'•Next  i>  the  Hunt  Cup."  ohscrved  'Knry  nhlogniat- 
ically. 

"  Let's  <r()  and  find  .Mary,"  I.yddon  said  mochanicallv. 

The  news  of  his  wife's  death  still  ran<.^  in  his  hrain.  Ho 
did  not  nalise  it.  He  had  come  nearer  to  likiui,'  her  in 
the  months  wlaii  >lie  had  actually  thrown  over  conven- 
tion for  the  one  man  slu'  had  rtally  cared  for  than  at 
any  time  sinct'  his  (]uick  realis.ition  of  their  unsritahilitv 
in  the  earlv  (l,i\>  of  their  marria<rt>. 

He   he^-an    to   fed  the  dull  remorse  which   will   over 
take    the    iiiiist    hiameless    when    hroun'ht    face    to    f  i  .'c 
with   their  share   in    t!ie   lifi'  of   the   dead.       Technic   ilv 
lie   had   nothin:^'   with    which   to   reproach    himself.      He 
had    never    heen    the    ai^ijressur,    and    for    the    co'dnrss 
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wliicli  spriiii:;-.  fmiii  m  iii.i!)ilit  v  to  ln\r  it  is  u-mIcvs 
for  .1  mail  to  l)laiiic  liini^ilf.  Slic  \\.i>  a  liti'd  woman 
with  one  M)}"t  Nj)ot.  She  had  p'.id  tor  licr  amiiitioii 
l>_v  l()>in^  the  SIMM  total  o!  hrf  uor!dl\  >uc(i>>  in  the 
one  wholly  tinx  lli.>li  jiidi  of  t'ollv  >hi'  had  cvir  com- 
niittcd.  Vet  once,  a  raw  voiith.  hr  had  hen  ii  da/zlrd 
l)_V  lur,  had  thought  In  r  a  ;j,ndd(  v^.  And  ^hl'  was 
di'a<i.  A  voini;^  woiiiaiK  tlioiit;ii  oldt  r  than  himself, 
sill'  was  dtad.  And  it  uas  not  di  t'l  at  in  hir  list 
I'nn/itil  stand,  lur  atiMiipi  li  tlirow  dirt  upon  thosf 
.she  knew  >hf  had  wron^id.  that  liad  hiljid  lur:  it  was 
chancr. 

Chancf  looks  ,0  of'ti  11  h.  I'atc  tor  ii--  to  iiii-<!iamt' 
und  disdain  it.  What  imii  call  chancr  h  is  ot'tin  Intii 
IviniT  in  wait  lor  a  thousand  'rar>.  \U\\  tliiii'  i-  llu' 
human  pride  of  frti-w  ill  to  \,r  p  indirtd  to  hy  ^ods 
who  hick'  ;i  siiiiK'. 

And  iniiif^K'd  siihcoiix  lously  w.fh  i\  irythin;f  olsc, 
was  that  odd  mis^'ivin;^  ln'  tVlt  \vith  n  ^ard  to  I'.lcanor. 
'i'litv  had  alwuy>  luin  fririuls,  he  kfj)l  on  npiatin^  to 
liim^Llf.  Why  ristiit  the  fact  that  >hc  luul  found  him 
out  ■ 

"  Mary's  ^ronc  !  *'  said  "I'.nry. 

Tlu'V  had  reached  the  ludnv  where  they  ha'!  left 
tliL-  three  <rirls.  'J'heic  was  no  si'Mi  now  of  :  in  111,  neither 
could  tlu'V,  from  the  vanta^v  of  the  h;!!,  see  either  of 
the  thn  e  in  the  crowd  In  low. 

"I'll  <.;o  and  hunt  tli'in  up,"  said  Lyddon.  "  ^'ou 
st.'iv  here,  'I'.nry,  until  I  cohh',  and  if  you  >ee  tluiii.  tell 
them  I'm  lookin;^  for  tin  in.'" 

He  went  off  in  the  direction  of  tlie  r(  fi(  >hmeiit  tent, 
where  he  expected  io  find  the  <j;ivU  if  the  Nminur 
pugilist  had  re  illv  taken  them  in  to".  H,.  would  not 
in  truth  he  sorrv.  feu-  he  I'ouM  <fo  hack  to  'riiorneyhiil. 
Hut  he  could  not   leave   until   he  had   ■liven   'Knrv   iido 
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their  cliar;;'!'.      Hf  Inuk  no  f'lirllu  r  iiih  r( -t  in  the  ruritif^ 
and  lie  liid  no  ui-li  to  Mf  I'Jianor. 

Hut  tlic  i;liN  \^(ic  no!  in  the  t(  nt.  and  hv  had  perforce 
to  liiid  'llnr\  a;;ain.  At  tiie  ;;ati,  hou.  Mr,  he  met  l-'au'Iv 
and  AHio.   " 

"\\'.1L  Nou'ie  the  luekv  one."  t  hcv  >ai(l.  and  Alhis 
caught  hold  of  hi>  arm  and  In  -an  hopping  joviidlv  on 
one   foot. 

•*  I.ook  at  liimi  }lv  don't  i\eii  knon  I  Dordi,  dordi  I 
Whire  voii  hin  I  "' 

"What,  didn't  \oii  ^' ,  the  iMCe  I  "  >aid  I'.m'ly.  her 
h)V(  1 V  (  \  e>  in  him  in  >iirpri>e. 

Aiiu>  poiirrd  it  out  in  a  rii^Ii.  "  MavHy  was  leadin', 
and  lie  uoiild  a  won.  hut  ln'  hroke  lil^  le;^  at  that  la>t 
iumj),  villi  know-.  Adam,  and  "l".iir\">  lio->  come  in 
fust.  I  saw  'im  paN.-.  Iht  |jo>t  I  'I'lu  re  was  the  iiunilur 
on  him.  three      — " 

'•  It   wa^  l'«  !icini,r  .Ma>ler,  ri^lit  eiion^di,"  said  I'.m'lv. 

••  IIow  iiinch  did  voii  put  on.  Adam  I  "' 

"  I  think  It  was  ten  >hillino-."' 

"Then  what  vou  ^ait.'  l''i\e  posh  hars.  tliat'>  two 
poiiiiil  ten.  Chavl-,  cha\i>.  he'll  >t,and  us  treat!"  She 
jumped  about  like  an  excitabli'  doo-,  her  .sliawl  half  olf 
her  shoulders,  a  veritable  iiiij). 

"  I'll  stand  treat  if  you  <j,i)  and  oxt  'I'nrv."  Lyddon 
said.  '•  ^V( 'd  li( -t  claim  our  uinnin;;'^  from  I'oiiy 
AVhile.  and  'I'jiry  won't  cari'  to  nii>.s  tliat." 

Alius  darted  otl".  and  l-'m'lv  remained. 

'•  Where's  Maryr  "  he  a^kid. 

"Maiv's  ;^()ni'  olf  with  Alf.  .Mary's  funny-tcmpcrcd 
toil  iv.      I  lav  .\lf  don't   oel   niucli  for  liis  money  with 

lier. 

Ait'ai,MinI  l.\(ldon  iMt  a  t;reat  irritation  witli  Alf. 
*•  He  has  -toppul  lioNiiiii'.  then."  he  said. 

I'.m'lv  look((l  at   him  with  her  ;4'reat  sot  t  eyes. 
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lh'>  ilw.iy-.  ;il't(  1-  M.irv,"*  >\w  >ai(l.  with  lu  r  lioaisc 
Mihdufd  \(ii(c,  uliicli  Ii.kI  in  it  soinrtliiiiM^  df  the 
uould-lic  i;(nti(|.  ••Ill"-  ,iii:j,iv  with  h.  r  now, 
look,  Ijccaii^e  (jf  uhal  i'nlk  i>  >aviii*  ulxiiit  voii  and 
Inr." 

I.vddoii  llu>lii(l  aii;j,rily.  '•  If  tli>_v  t  ".  ahout  .Marv 
ill  iniitK ction  with  mw  thcv  mu>t  ]>v  liard  up." 

"Oh,  Uf  all  knows  t  Ik  re's  n^'  harm  in  if."  >aid  Mni'lv 
pacilically.  -Hut  .Mary\  on*\  h.  1m  If  to  lijaiuf.  Shr 
niak(>  lur^rlf  out  >o  ^ritid  iioi\  shi  "s  ai^^a\>  with  vou. 
\  ouM  thmk  to  htar  in  i"  >}itak  tluii  wa>  tn\'\  out;  man 
in  the  \v  orld." 

"  .Mar_\  I      Mary:    i-    a    child.       Shr    hiMi't    half   your 

knowli(l;^rc  of  mill    "      Ilr  looked  at   the  hiauty  with 

sonuwhut  brutal  lyi  s.  "  Sh.-  i>  simple.  Can't  vou 
s(  e  that  there  is  no  more  in  her  iuin^'  loud  of  me  than 
there  is  in  my  Ix  ino-  t'ond  of  In  r."  If  there  were,  ^hc 
wouldn't  talk  of  it." 

Km'ly  looked  I'owed  hut  iup  Mnvlneed.  .and  then 
Alius  reappeartd,  dr  ii,';.,^!!^  j^ifh  her  the  imperturh- 
ahle  'I'.niy.  calm  in  the  moment  of  triumph.  Tliey 
bore  down  upon  Tony  White  and  received  t!  ir 
winnin;^'.>  from  hi,>  bi;;-  ba^  with  the  bra^s  bindin.^s. 
'Knry  laid  hi>  -i\  >hillinns  in  a  liot  and  dirtv  hand, 
and  swam  in  the  lui^-htei'.ed  n  >pect  of  his  feiiialt' 
relatives  as  in  a  sea  of  ^lory.  He  had  -<een  the  race 
from  the  hill  wlure  T-ydd-in  had  left  him,  but  was  so 
masculine  that  he  scorned  (he  out  pourin^rs  of  his  voun<^ 
aunt. 

'J'liey  wen!  once  more  to  the  refre-hment  tint,  and 
Lyddon  woiKlered  at  tli.  capacity  of  the  '^lv\>  for  such 
t^aseous  stutr  as  oino(T-:de.  An  itinerant  liawker  \v;ls 
sellin;^  be.uis  and  cheap  jewellery  outsiiie,  and  Lvddon 
b()Ui,dit  the  Lcirls  some  chains  of  ejvjisvisli-lookin^ 
bead>   ami    a   brooch    labell' d    "ileal    (iold  "'    t'or    Marv. 
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M.irv  li(i>(lf  r.iiiif  iiiMiiiiL;-  up  to  liim  :i-  lit'  «  i-^  I">vin^' 
for  tlitiii. 

••Oil.  Adam.  \()\\'\r  .1  udii!      I'm  ><>  i;l'''*l  •  " 
lid-   [inttv   Imduii    (\i-   \m  r.    liiiHliin;;-.   licr   lacL'   like 
H  ro^i-  until  r  it>  t.iv.  ili  v  li.it. 

Hi-  handid  liir  llif  Iwdoi  li  with  .'i  iinuk  ixiw. 
••  I'riiin    till'    uiiiniii-^."    l:f    -.dd,    mid    tluii    l)fc.iinf 
aware  t.t'   thf   mhium-   pu-ili-t    ju-t    !,.  liiiid    In  r.   Ins   liair 
ivin^-   in   .1   -Itfk    lilack    lurl   ovr    iii>    Iwv,     Innlitad.    his 
liioiitli  In  avv  u  itii  aiii;i  r. 

"For  111.":"'  -Iif  -'itl.  tln^Iiiiiu-  and  \uv  .v.-  -Iiiniii^' 
u|)  at  liiiii.  ••  \'oii  >lioiildirt  -o  lHi_\iii'  tliiiin>  tor  nil-, 
Adaiiil"  It  \^a,  -(jftiv  viiil  in  I'.r  liii>kv  <^\\^-y  voire, 
in  a  tone  of  ->\mi  t   n  jiroat  li. 

Alt'  Stacc  came    loru  ard.  r.ddt  iiiii^. 
"  \'oii   i.',i\f  it   liack  to  him.  .Ma!_\."  lie  ordmd. 
Sill'  stand  at  liim  in  a^loniNlmu  nt. 

"Mv  >;irl  do.i't  want  no  pn-tii'-  from  folks  uliat's 
aslianicd  for  otlur^  to  knou  wlio  tli.  y  an/*  said  All 
in  a  hliistt  rini;'  \i>iif.  I.yddon  -im  It  thi'  luir  in  his 
hnath.  '•(ii\in*  h.  r  hroorlus,  an'  you  I  1  knows 
you!  \'ou*rf  a  tiiif  on..  \  on  are.  An  arti>t,  are  you! 
Well,  you  leave  my  -ill  a  lorn  ."* 

.Marv-  uhisptr.d  lo  I.yddon  hurriedly — 
"  Dtin't    take    n-)    notice    of    liim.    .\dam.       lie's    heen 
drinkiii'         TH      K^*      him      (piiet.       He      don't      mean 
nuthink." 

Hut  Alf  n-isted  hi  r  touch  on  his  arm. 
-An    .liist.    is    ',  .- "    he    repeated    thickly    and    fen)- 
ciouslv,  liis  anL,^er  fi  idini,'  on  itself.      ••  Ho.  you  cawn't 
s:iy     a     uord     for     yourself,     can't     yer!      (dttin'     the 
w  imnu  n  !(>  hide  yer." 

•'Look  lure."  my  i^ood  .\lf."  said  I.yddon  calmly. 
'•  If  you  don't  want  the  pidi. .  here,  you'd  h  d  clear  otf. 
If  vo'!  '.'..'•it  e\'.)':u!ati"ns,  d.oiid  ask  for  tlun.  here." 
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"  Alt''     ()(.  -ii<i  v(Hi  cniiM  •  Alt'*  111.  -     ni  li  w.U 

'  Alt'  '  \i>ii.      'N'(  -.   \i  iiM  ^ixc  ii:.-  iij)  til  Mir  I)  piiliri', 

would  V(  r  !  " 

'*  ^'llu'll  ;;'i\f  _\<iiir>(lt"  up  it"  \'iii  make  >ii('!i  a  ikm-c," 
.said  Lvdilon.  Inrniiii^  lii>  hack  on  liim. 

A?id  Marv,  lur  patiiiirc  (\!iui>fid.  ('(tnfronti'd  liiiii 
like  !i  tl^Tt  >>.  *•  \'oiir  '^u\,  nil  I  !  Who  -aid  I  was 
your  ^irl.  or  anvhody  (  U(%  ^irlr  If  yn  think  hi  can -o 
I  was  took  ui!li  you  at  I.viidlr.irst  I'air  that  I'm  any- 
tliin^'  to  you.  voii'rc  iiii>took,  Alt'  Stacc.  Thank  flu' 
Duwhis  voii'ii-  iiotii-  ot'  our  folk,  a  low  fi'^htin'  muinptT 
yon  arc.  and  I  wouldn't  look  at  you.  \'ou  .liu't  worth 
what  Adam  tin  ic  throw-  aw.iy,  .mil  I'nc  done  with 
you."' 

Alf  Sta(a'>  veins  ucrt  -wolK  n  with  ur.itli.  lie  li;ave 
M  irv  a  <,n'cat  push  that  almo>t  tiippi<l  her  iiji. 

"  Voii  fi^ilit  it."  he  -!,out<(l  to  I.vddon.  "  Voii  fi^ht 
it." 

"  Not  hcri'."  -aid  I.vddon.  "  Hut  for  that  pusli  you 
^avt'  .Marv  pi-t  then  I'll  finht  \(iii  ,as  much  as  vow 
please." 

"  Vou'ri'  afraid  to  ;;'tt  \i)ui'  prvltv  eye-  lilackid,"  -  lid 
the  hcery  youth. 

I.vddon  tiii'iied  on  his  her]  and  t.ieed  him. 

*'  .\nv\\here  voii  like  awav  fi'om  thi-  croud." 

"Don't  you'  ti-ht  him,  Adam,"  -.aid  .Mary.  "  IIc'.h 
knock((!  out  IJilly  IleLcan." 

Hut  the  two  men  had  iId  ady  s,  !  ofF  toffetlier  towards 
the  distant  road.  I'.iii'ly  had  melted  .awav,  fearinj^  to 
he  dr.awn  into  the  (|u,intl,  ,\llii-  .mil  'I.ni'V  cluii;^  to 
M.irv's  arm:  the  jj^irl  -nud  .and  t'earful,  the  hov  with 
the  secret  sati-faction  .and  respict  tli.it  a  liodilv  contest 
to  he  always  evokes  in  the  mind  of  a  yountxster. 

"'  Did  .\lf  hurt  you-  "  .asked  Alius  of  Mary.  "Oh, 
are  thev    o()iu'   to  fiirht.^      I'.incv,   tlK\'  cliin:.rered  over 
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von.   Marv!       \\  l-li   I   u.i-  old  t  iioiiuli  t'>  ■<' i'  tlif  iiiu^licS 
fi^rliHii'  alioiit  MIC.      Ain't  voii  |i|r.is((l.  M    rvr  "' 

Slir  lic^f.lll    to    llO|>  Hllll   ski|l   IK  i\on~lv. 

"  Oil,  s\\\\\   up."  ^aid   Marv. 

Slic  f'ollowc'l  tlif  luo  fi^iin  N  ultli  111  r  cvts. 

'*  Will  re   ai'i'   llirv    ;^()iii'    tor"   cdul  Iiimd    Allii--   irrc 
J)^(■■-^illlv.      "  I   lay  AH"  ^1  t^  lil>   vokkns  I)1iiii,m(I  up  for 
oiu'c.       Ailain's  t\\icc  his  -i/c." 

"  II  ain't  -i/i."  >aiil  'Ijirv  conti  niptiioii-ly. 
'•  15. •    (]iii(  t,     cliavis."     -aid     .M  iiv.       'I'ln  ii     nIic     -iaid. 
"  Vou  lii(li'  "itli  I'.m'lv,  I'lii  ;4oiii'  at'ltr  Adam." 

"'Take  uir.  too."  wail.al  hotli  tlic  cliildrtn.  "  Tin 
c'omiir."  s;iid  Allii-.  follow  Iiitr  her  at  a  run.  and  'I'.iiry 
(dull''  oil  to  his  voiini;-  aunt's  old  skii't. 

Mary  cauoht  him  up  in  In  r  jirnis  and  ran,  H\oidin^ 
the  |)riss  of  |)(opIi'.  and  followed  as  litfhtly  as  a  do<- 
hy  Alius. 

Miaiiuhili'  I,\ddon  and  his  stranLC"'  <"oinpanion  liad 
iurnrd  down  tlic  diisty  roa<l.  Alf  St.aci-  ki  pt  u|)  a 
running  murmur  o\'  what  he  imatjiiicd  to  he  insulfino; 
taunt,  lialf  friohtcn.d  h -t  In.  nii^dit  have  taktn  on  n 
l)i(rfr.r  :)  than  he  hari^iimd  for.  The  lu'df^crows 
Avirc  white  with  flowirin^  hiackthorii  hmrath  the 
dust. 

■"When  rail  we  om:"  T.yddon  a>kid.  He  had  not 
used  his  fists  sincf  his  sdiDol-days,  and  the  (juarn  1 
with  this  little  low-In  cd  rullian  struck  him  as  having  its 
liuniorous  si(. 

'•  I  don't  ke(  r."  said  Alf  Stacr  sulli  iily. 

'*  In  the  m  \t  field.  th(  n." 

The  pui,rilist  now  preserved  a  l)eery  siUnee.  The 
IomIv  spriiio;  .air,  srented  with  the  jjerfume  which  is 
file  perfume  of  the  youth  of  the  i>arth.  met  thein  on  a 
lio;]it  hreeze. 

'rtuv   iiir.wd    into    tlu'   fidd.   which   was  occunicd   at 
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it",   fiirtli.  r  (1    1   liv    ;i   flock   of  li  1  I  iii;^  -^I    i  p   with    flu  ir 
hlc.itiii^  ofl'^pi   mr. 

"  Ha.-.'ii:  •'  ••  .M.-(,li'  •*  If  .nmwl.  .1  IJk.-  ;i  lit.uiv 
"ifli  rcNjioiiM  s. 

I.vddcn,  no\v  li—  lilood  w  i^  ii)),  wis  l:1'Ii1  tlu-fc 
w  mid  1)1  ;i  liLrlif  Mil  «it!i  AIM  li  ,-t  cri  :itii:"r  .'i^  flii>. 
'1'Im'I<'  arc  tiiiKs  whin  Tiotliin^  Imt  fi^ficiifl's  will  |cf 
flic  (lemon  on'  of  a  niin.  the  tiird  fluid  of  flesh  on 
floh,  'ic  fhrusf  of  the  arm.  the  (piick  deci^inn.  flic 
dcfcnct ,  file  nffack,  all  ii-ino;  hraiii  and  niuxlc  n( 
Iio;lifnini^  s|iecd.  He  krieu  fhit  his  chance  a;;ain-f 
tlii--  profession. dlv  trairitd  sfocky  little  hriite  was 
small,  hut  fliaf  did  iiof  diininish  his  satisfaction  at  flit 
prospect  of  fi<;htin<x  him.  No  man  had  appeared  more 
ofr<'n>ive  than  Mr.  ,\lf  Stace  for  many  a  day. 

And  so  if  happenid  that  when  Mary,  .Mhi'^  and 
'I'-iirv  appiartd.  the  f\v()  men  uere  hai'd  at  if.  and  it 
\va>  oidv  thanks  to  the  heir  fh.if  his  anta^oni-t  had 
taken  that  T-yddon  could  ild  his  own.  He  knew 
liimself  a  heafen  man  he  tore  he  sfarti  d.  hut  if  he  coidd 
only  <;'et  one  lilow  home  t  wduI  I  satisfy  him.  It  was 
^ot  in  at  la^f,  hut  it  !)ere<l  Stace.  aiiii  he  landed 
a  litavv  blow  that  knockid  l.yddon's  sinse  out  of  him 
.and  sent  him  lu  adlonir  as  a  t  lied  o\.  with  a  head 
hlooilv  (  nou^h  to  justify  .Mr.  Stace's  favourite 
ad  jectivc. 
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Ai.i'.  xilxiid  l).v  llir  fi-lit,  .111(1  n  II.nmI  hy  tlic  vi.tcirv, 
MW.iitrd   Mar\\  r»  jiroacli  -Ik  i  |ii>lil\ . 

"Wlial'si'  voii  (Inin  with  liiiiir"  -lie  ^l^l^|  (1  >lmr{)l_v, 
\s  itii  a  iintr  of  I'l  ar  iti  1  '  r  \  Dicr. 

*•  I)a//lr(l  *iin  a  lul.  Ihaf.  all."* 

Slif  did  lint  wa-tr  a  IchiI.  at  liiiii.  '"(id  ilT  LJt  t  some 
water  as  t'a-t  as  ynii  can." 

•'  'I'll!  11%  no  »  ati  r." 

"Oil,  lli(i(\  IK)  cottajj;!'  acro-t  tlif  rnad.  i>  tlaic.'" 
she  said  -area-tic ally.  "  And  you've  no  toii;;Ue  'II  your 
li(  ad.  Iiav(    your  '" 

'•  ^Oii  I)  urll  -lo|>  ordt  liiiLj  iiM  aliout."  he  snarled 

fit  her.  hut  went  otl'  ohediditly  to  the  eotta-^'r  whieh 
stood  at  -oine  little  dislanet-  on  the  furtlur  >ide  of  the 
road. 

"  Is  h.   htdr  "  a-ked  Allu-,  with  inten  >t. 

Marv  had  knelt  douu  hy  I.yddon'-  head,  and  was 
raisin;^  it. 

"I  duiuio."  -he  -aid  -li(ut!y.  with  no  eM'ess  of 
emotion. 

"  Thev  always  t  iids  uj)  (Ui  the  ^n-ound."  Alius  re- 
marked.     "  Didn't  he  come  dow  n  hard  '.  " 

"  I  SI.  II  .\dam  land  him  one."  said  "I'tiry.  with  (juiot 
sat  i-t'action. 

••  Ami     -'np     Ml"    ili-nrii'    .!uv\.  1 
(  .iii'l    till-    inii-li   l.'iiM-    Will," 


liMnuiied  .\llus  n(  r\ou-ly. 

"  If  von  don't   shut   your  mouth,  .\llu- '*  began 

.Mar\    lit  rciK. 
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"  I  w  i-ii'l  Mri;fiir.  I  vv.i^  iirr\  'iiiiniiirr.*'  "•aid 
-Mill-. 

"  W'  II.  \i)ii  «.iit  t(i  'mil  till  Ail.iiii'-'  I)'  M(  f," 

"  I  \i\  ini)\  in'  rmu  ." 

*'  He  ain't  kllliil."  int(r'|iiti(l  "Ijuv. 

*•  H.  n'>  Alt"  uitli  til.'  w.itrr." 

All  Slari  a>si>ti(l  in  tliiir  (li'iirti  to  l)rin:x  '''■'  falKn 
fill  hack  to  lii>  St  ii-i  >.  Mtit  uluri  l.vilijoii  liad  ni^airuil 
till  III.  and  sit  lip  -luinwliat  sliakilv,  lif  ^louflud  oH'. 
Tlif  xivico  liad  l)((ii  riiidiTid  out  nf  fiar  ot  Marv 
ratiu  r  than  out  of  any  fci  lini,'  of  cliivalrv. 

"  IIou   d'voii   f'irlr  "  a^ki  il  .Mai  v. 

'*  Hinlit  as  lain,  i  Mt  [it  tor  a  hit  <if  «li/ziiits.s." 

Sill'  was  silent.  Tlic  I  liildrt  n  stand  with  fasciniitcd 
.'ittititioti  at  liis  l)looil\  coiinti  iiaiici  ,  wliifli  .Mary  was 
(lai)i)ini;  >\itli  a  wit  liandktrcliii  f". 

Ill    att(in|)tt(i  to  take  tli(    liaiidki  rcliitt'  from  her. 

**  1*111  all  ri^!;lit,"  In  said.  "  I  iinist  have  a  thin  skull. 
It's  till'  ~t coiid  tiiin'  I've  Ik  (  ii  knocked  silly  since  I 
kill  w  yon" 

"•  \'ou  an-  hi.  I'din'  still."  said  .Mary.  "Keep  the 
liaiidk'clif  up  I'll  tie  it  for  you.  I  told  you  not  to 
fii^lit  \^  ith  him." 

"  Don't  Ik  so  righteously  indii^nant,"  he  said,  with  .i 
smile. 

She  t  it  d  up  his  head  for  him. 

"  \'ou'd  hest  sit  imdi  r  the  lied^re  for  a  hit,"  she 
remarked,  nleiitin;^  towards  him.  "  I'm  ;^<'in'  to  <;et 
vou  a  drop  of  hrandv.  If  vou  ^'oes  outside  lookin'  like 
vi)u  does  now.  you'll  have  all  tiie  folk  after  ycni." 

■'  I  <lon't  want  any  lirarnly."  he  npliid. 

"  It'll  pull  you  to"iicth.  r.'" 

"  I'll  -et  it' myself." 

"And  l.a\e  a  crowd  round  you!  No,  I'm  f^oin'.  I 
shan't   he    loni;'.   and    I    want    to    see    if  dad's   there,   too. 
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TIk  V  "(iiililn't  ><r\f  Alhi-.  si  r\  too  small.  Voii 
cmihrr.  'I'.nrv .' 

*'  No.  l'\\\  ;^oiii*  to  l)i:ir  .iloiii;'  of  Ad.nii."  said  T'liry 
I'altlilnll.v. 

"  l)oii"t      v<Hi     hotlit  r     liiiii     iiou  I  ■'     \variK(l     Mary, 

(Icj)  irti!IL,f. 

Alius  .iiiil  M'.iirv  s(|ualt,(l  opjiositi  (hi  ir  dt  fiattd 
Into. 

"  Hlood">  a-co!iiiii'  tliidiiLili  till'  lian'kcrclicr."  said 
Alius.       "■  \n]\  must   a-kiinrlvid  a;;air!st  a  stone."' 

"  I'liliaii-."  said  l,\ddon  cIh  .  rfnlly.  iiiop])in<^ 
it 

"  ^■oll  uas  »ill\  to  t.ilM'  liim  on."  Alius  continiiod. 
"  Voii  miiilit  a  i^no^^^(i  inM  Inst  yoii.  altliou^j,)!  you'ro 
so  mncli  liii^\i;'rr."" 

"  Adam  i  ind((l  liim  oin  ,'"  icpcalcd  "Mnry.  "  Jesse 
I'idm  li  V  uinl  down  will  out  iiiltin'  liack  oust  when  lie 
stood  u|i  aoaln-t  Alt'."" 

"  Do   \our  luad  a<lir.'  "'  askid   Alhls. 

'•  \ol    \ioilii  talkiiiii,"  of."  lie  .isvui'id  In  r. 

"Like  to  v<  r  me  siiiLj  a  souo;  almuf  fio-IiHn"?  It 
ronif  into  mv  lu  id  just  now  uliile  vou  wa.s  on  the 
or((und.  Till  ie  Noali  ;4ivis  me  a  penny  when  I  sin^s 
it  to  Ik  ."  She  Iiiiiiiiiiiil  it  ao-:nn  in  her  rather  nasal 
lit  tir  \  oice. 

"Il'  \oi  want  to  sin<,'.  >inti;."  >''dil  Ly<ldon 
resiouidly. 

"You  won't  know  wh.it  'tis  ahout." 

••  \vh\ :- " 

'"  Ah."  -  lid  she  mvsti  riously.  and  he^.an  — 


•■  \l  I'l.ly  -.\,  .1   1  i-t   rati 
III    l!i.'   ;.'M!i/i    .i.!l:iy 
\\  il  h   iiii    I  i\\  iii   ralJi. 
All'!   \\i'-  ;:;\  iiiii-li   lin\\,-il   111  iii.unly 
To  lei  iiiMiiiU    .i\  1  i. 
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M^iiiily    -lii|iril  iitr   Mt    liini 
Ami  il'llid  liiin   in   tin-  piii- ; 
And  -'m|i  wif  ilfMiM  ■lu\  \  •  I. 
(  Mii't    till'    nin-h   kiMir   w  •  il  ! 

(Ru!i-n;i-;i;i !  1)h'-lc  cili !  went  the  -Iictp  aiul  the  l.'Uiih^ 
as  arcoinpaiiiiiu  nt. ) 

'■    IIm     uV     mI.ii,;,'     I."     III.-.     In\'      IIMl-ll  I 

I  III   (IV   Mliini,'  ii"    tniUhly  ! 
Mainly    ;nii'.int:r.|    m    -liuMi   p.irt 
l-'i'iin    till'    kail    aiinir.^   the   tin-:. 
When    inaiiilv    iiniiiL'"'!    tip'   cart 
Aii'l    iia-lii  I'll    it    a\  I  i 

'III'-  ;,M\ii;ii^!i  ii\.-.l  I'l  iiiaii'ly 

'In  Irl   111!'  :nri. 

liiit    N\  hat   a   kn-liti  liit   '  f  k-'l 

Mainly  ui!l  l.-l 

Ali'ii','   \\il!i    ii!y   r.iniany    lakli    ;,m1  I 

Mainly   jalU'l   to  \,\w  tli'-  L'ly 
All    ai'iiin.l    111.     -tn'_'L'a--    a\ii 
A    iMU-li    li"\ii-l    t'l  inaiily 
'I'll     1'  I     ni''    a\ii. 
.M,II|ii\     ~tf,|i''l    nil'    ,it    lliltl 
A'i'l   'li-U.-l   hiiii    III   tin-   jiiir; 
An.l   ■'■ii|i   iii'-  il'  MM    'lii\  -.'1. 
(  aii't    t  hi'   iiiu-li   kii'if  w  ill  ! 

II  \va^  all  tliri'ii;.'!i  iip'  r.ikli 
A-'iiakiii'  lit  th'-  ■_'-..lli 

As  i)riinf,'hl  the  iini-li  to  mainly 
What    li-lli-il    tin-    avi  i. 
Miiiniy    ^triiii-ij    nil'    at    liiiii 
Ami  ilrll'-ii  liiiii  in  the  ]iiir ; 
Ami   ^'u|i   "111-  ili'.ira   iIium-I, 
I  ant    t  hi-   inu-li    kn'-r   well : 

"  l)\v(iu  like  that  r  "  she  t  ndcd  up  aliiiiptly. 

His  hi'.'ul  was  still  swiuiminu'.  Init  he  .'issiiii  il  Iht  that 
lir  dill.  Alius  would  lia\f  ainii^id  hiiii  if  he  li.id  liccii 
dviri;.^,  with  lur  i  Ifiii  t'acr-  and  her  iini\pt'i't((liii-<s. 

"And  what  doo  it  .all  iiuai;?"  lit'  ;iskrd.  >iipp()rtiiiir 
his  hcac'  in  hi-^  h.inds. 

"  It's   all    .'ihniit    .'I   in.iii    uhat    >!<  jit    with    his   ir\i-]    in 
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.•I    l);in!    .•Mill    -lie    lllt<!''    ;l    Iini^c.    aTul    uliiii    lie    uas    ^nill 
to  rjiit   l!ic  li.M'x-  ill   till'  ciit   tliiv  \\,i-  taken,  aiiil  lie  hit 
the  ;i;a\iiin--l!   in  tin    -hiiiiinick  uliat   cdiiif  to  take  Imiii  t') 
tl;c  l(ick-ii|i.""  -lid  -lif  lin  atlil(>-l_v. 

"Oh." 

'•  Will  \nii  ;^'i\(    iih-  a  |i(  niiy  I'm-  lliat  - 

"  ^"mi  can  take  it  Kilt  of  my  [loik.  t  In  the  coat  ovtT 
tin  IV." 

.\l!ii^  ;i\;tilMl  Ik  i--clf  ot"  tlic  jK  i-mi-Mon  |iroiii|)t l_v. 

"  N'oii  niaMi'l  lia\r  imtliink  lift  t<i morrow,""  slu' 
(iliMi-\t(l.       •• '^ll,at".^  uliy  I  --iino'  it  now." 

"  Hi  It.  ]•  tala    twopi  lice,  tin  11,"  lie  >aiil. 

Sill-  (lid   -o. 

"'I'liiir"-  Aunt  Mary  and  I'liclc  S.iiii'-"  r.inarkial 
"I'.nry. 

I.vddon  1,^'!  lip  and  w  ilkcd  tow.ards  tlifiii  and 
n-Miiad  till-  r.it-c.itdirr  that  lit-  \\a>  all  thr  better  for 
the  ti-iit. 

"Collie  and  ha\e  a  drink,  tla  n.""  -aid  the  rat  cateher. 
"W.  "11  -(  t  .\If  to  ha\e  a  drink  too.  .and  all  ■  nd  up 
fri,  1,(11  ,-.  .\ll'  lo-i  -  Iii>  'eld  after  tla  (ir>t  few  irla.s.scs  : 
he  don"t  drink  like  uli.at  we  do.  luit  aft(  r  the  lievt 
(diiple.  voii'll  -ei  .  li(  "!'  lie  cfyin"  on  \(iiir  n. ck  and 
.a^kin"  \  er  pardon  for  niakiir  .a  tool  (d   hi--' If." 

••  No.  tli.ank-."'  I.yddon  re;ili>  d.  "  I'i!  !)•■  walkin,<^ 
luane.  1  think." 

"  Wha. .  !  ir(  d  of  the   raci  -  '  " 

"  'rire('  of  the  crowd  that'-  lookin;::  on.'" 


"  .\h.   \  oii'p    riijlit   tl 


Wha*    riiihfv.    thev   to   1h 


lookin'  at  ho--(-'''  I.ot-  of  "(111  (li'ii't  knov\  one  end  of 
a  ho-,  from  I'otla  r.  M  tor  car-.  .Mo'or-  ( Acrywliere. 
.\  line  look  out  for  II-  har-e  dt  iK  r-.  1  cmild  ery  when 
1  -ei  >  a  croud  like  that.  ^■ol^re  ri_i,-ht.  Ad  nil.  i  on'y 
ju-t  look.  (1  in.  like.  iiie-(lf.  I  o-ot  a  h,ir-e  and  cart 
outsid.  .    ril   (hop    \oii   in  'I'h  iniex  liill   my-.  If.       Hut    w. 
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won 


t  l)t    (innr  iiiit  nf  ciiir  (iriiik  in  liiit  r.  .1-  I've  .1  uord  to 


s|)i'aK    a 


t     t  lie    ( 'arpi  liter 


A 


nii- 


011       1(1   I  II        VS  llllltl! 


^old'  n  bars,  I  1 


uar: 


T 


lev   won 


liln't    1(  t    nil'  liriiiiT  tli.    liraiulv  out    ot"  tlic 


tc:it,"  Marv  (  \[ilaiiir(l  '     r  t  iii|)ty-liaii(i((lin  ^^. 

•'I'll   Ml    \i>u   to-morrow,  mv   Li,nK""  --ai*!   Ir  r   t'atln  p. 


S'uji    llir    (ill\\c 


)()k-    pnttii  r    I  I 


rti    (la\ 


slic 


Ad, 


un : 


Ain't  she  til.'  prrttv  htt 


f  raiuiH 


Ic    \\  1 , 


■^.larv  l)ln--iir(l.  ami  tlir  rat  catclit  r.  ulio  had  1 
jnliMnid  l)_v  a  ;4las>  oi'  limior,  ciii^lit  In  r  liy  t 
and    ki-M'd    lur.       I.vddon    u'ot     up    into    the    cart,    tl 
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1    liim,    .uid    tii.  v    <lr(.Vf    otl"    throuj^h    the 


alir 


m 


.V(i,li>n    jrUlNxd     lil^l 


Iv   from    the   i-at-catclicr">  ref 


(■r- 
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iniiiiiLC-.  that   hi-  was   to  jiiv   thr   n  ckoiiin^ 


it    the   ( 'ar|)i  nil  r 
)!'    it    aitiiwanN 


Ar;;-.    hut    uIhii    111'    rainr    to    think 
d    no    iriolhction    of   doiii^    ><>. 


Wlirtlur  hi-  fall  haii  riiuu.d  in  Minir  minor  di;^ri'c  tlio 
com  u>>ion  of  xnm  \ut  1.^  a;^o,  lie  did  not  kiiin^,  hut  the 
Ir    uhicli    hi-    dran'v    at    the    rat-catclu  r"s 


LTla-s    01     oiii    a 
iiistjiration,  incnaM 


d   rather  than  (iiiniiii->lied   1  he  >wiiii- 


minii-  of  lii>  lit  ad.       A   drou-iin---  -eein,  d   to  liov 


er  o\i  r 


liim.   hi-   I'Vi  liil>    V  en     i"'  ai 


\     to    t. 


'I'i.e    (■ 


irpeiUer 


.riii>   I- 


a  favourite  hoti-e  of  call   uith  cirter-,  droVers 


ind  ^\  p-H  -  on 


their  wav  to  and  from  (  hri-tcliurch  and 


the  New   I'on -t.       It    i-  a   f 


n  1    liou--e,    im 


1     i>     kept 


in  ine 


old  >tvle.  This  afternoon  i*  was  crowded  uith  nun 
hroiii^dit  to  the  di-triet  hy  the  raCe-,  and  Sam  appeand 
to  he  know  n  to  nin>t  of  them.  Tin  litr  reeked  of  >troii;^ 
tohacco.  Hiaik  hov  and  r:iiik  sh.in^  smoke  tilled  the 
place.  Your  true  count rvniaii  love->  neither  opi  n  door 
r  open  window,  and  the  atmo-plH-re  Wii.s  thick.  I.yd- 
Iream    Saia    lio.-istinff   iiiteriniiiahly 


no 

don    h'     rd    as    in    a    1 


tha     his  nephew  of  eiirlit  years  had  spotted  t! 


le  winner 


ii 


Hit 
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of  tlif  Hun  I  Clip.  Till  II  the  tilk  tiiiTit  il  ,1-;  iiiti  ^llliIl,■ll)Iv 
llIl  pipiiltrv.  Oiif  iiiMii  >.ii(l  th.it  a  lull  nt'  In-,  a  cross 
iHlwnri  a  wliiti-  \\"  vaiulot  ti-  aiul  a  Dorking,  laid  thrcf 
^"riiJ,^  ill  "111'  (lav.  "  And  li(i\v  iiiaii\  yolks  do  you  -up- 
posi  tin  re  «.i-  to  till'  tlirt'tr"  "Si\I"  lia/ iriKd  two 
li-tiiKis.  "Niiiil"  .-aid  till-  owiiL'T.  "All,  liiit  tiny 
fnak  laviTs  is  iio  ^ood  I'or  sti  uiy  — "  l)(;^aii  a  third 
luavily.  diiriii;^'  /i  paii-i    of  di>lu  Hit'. 

'■  >«l.r  ii(\tr  l.ii<l  no  iiioi'i.  I  kilkii  lur  111  \t  day. 
]{iit    tlicv  wa-  ;,nrt   i^';4'-  a-  hii,^  a-  a   suaiTs  ;iliiio>t.*' 

At  la-t  the  rat-catclu  r  aro-i.  ,iii<l  I.vddoii,  ,Mirpri>cd 
to  tiiid  liiin-rli  -till  .auaki,  uiiit  .ittir  him  into  tho 
.sunlight  and  la-t  wind.  Tin-  w  iml  li.ul  I'l-iii  sinrc 
iiioriiin^',  and  I'n-kid  with  tlir  du-t  loo-i mtl  liy  ti.o 
cxtr.a  tr.itlic,  until  tin  road  looki-d  likf  a  du-t-tonii 
in  tlu'  Saliar.'i. 

Ill-  coiiipaiiioir-  -ilrma'  <lid  not  trouhlf  tlu'  I'at- 
catclur.  lio\vr\ir.  who  tall^id  clucrt'iilly  ahoiit  a  mare 
which  lif  h;id  sold  to  a  t'aniK  r.  I'p  thr  ion^-  Hransi^ore 
hill,  liordcrcd  liy  the  yellow  ;4(n-f,  tiny  want,  p.ist  thf 
gravel  j)iK.  and  pa-t  the  little  -Imp  down  towards  the 
hollie-.  \Vlien  they  arrietd  ;it  Mrs.  JelV's  cottage, 
Sam  had  to  shake  I.yddon  awake. 

Mr.-,  .lelf.  who  caiiu  oul  at  the  -hoiit  of  her  hrotlier- 
Iii  l.iw,  st;iri(l  .at  hiin,  her  votm^ist  child  \  i'let  clin^iii^ 
on  to  her  skirt. 

"  Motto,  is  her  ■' 

'•  .\  dro|)  of"  ale  on  a  hrok<  n  hr;ul."*  -aid  Sam.  "  He'd 
liin  lii,dit  in'-  - — " 

••  llo.  u-  kl'.ow-  all  .alnnit  th.at."  sitid  Mrs.  Jetl",  .vitll 
till'  -mile  ot"  incre<iulity.      '"  'Vlure".-  tlu    /^als,  Ail.un.'  '' 

" 'riuy're  coming  hehind."  he  s.ud  drow-ily. 

'*  ('.111  vol!  walk  out  to  vour  tan  in  the  lni.-lus,  or  ^hall 
Sam  hilp  you  r 

lie    n  fu-ed.    iila--il\    -t.iriiii;.    and   w.dked   unsteadily 
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into     tlir     lui^lii  >.         Ill-,     |u;iii     \\:i,     iim|     tiiii     1  ,i  I'lli  i(  iii  i  i     ti) 

find    111-    u.iy.       Hi     ui^    (ii\i,!,,|    ,i>    ti.  iHv    iiitd    tuo    as 

.'Ul     I  :ir\\  il^-     wiiicll     colltlMK-      io     lilii\i       ulnll      it-     nTu-scr 

|),iit  li.i-  111  111  ciil  aw  ly.  Ill  iniilil  ri  (-.nil  iliarU  ullli 
pai-t  of  111-  liraiti.  uliirh  |i()iiil,(l  luit  Id  tin-  nlinr  part 
tliat  1k'  had  Ixrii  a  ("im.I  to  diii;k  old  ale  alti  r  In  had 
li;id  .>Ufh  a  thuiiin  mi  hi-  -kull.  l-'r.im  Ij,,-  toritini- 
phitioii  of  lii-  own  ! -ilii  -kulli  dm--,  hi-  mind,  -till  cooHv 
.sptctatoi-  of  hi-  torpor,  waiidi  ii  d  to  Ihr  coii-idcratioii 
of  Nknll-  in  ^iiii-ral.  from  the  I)ani-li  -nm||-  found  in 
Krnt  dlntid  «ith  uar-a\i-.  to  thr  -kiill-  in  imi-i  um-, 
and  hf  wondin-d  it',  u  In  n  hi-  hoiii>  uin  di-tiiilnd  in 
CMituriis  to  conif,  tho-c  who  -a'A  hi-  criniuni  iinlli -hrd. 
Would  di-rovcr  tuo  t hickciiino-  u  hi  re  Natiu'i  had  done 
hrr  111 -t  to  rcjiair  hi-r  fault  in  making;'  the  honv  pro- 
liction  to  his  hram  .-oim-unat  thinm  r  than  mo-t  p.  opK 's. 

'I'lir  tact  riiiiaiiiid  that  thr  ali  had  r'dui-rd  him  to 
soinfthini;-  rr-rmhlino-  intoxiral  ion.  II.  rrmrml)iri  d 
reading'  oner  that  (■i)iicu--ion  -onh  tiim-  rrndrnd  a  man 
-il-(a'pt  ihlc  to  alcoholic  funii  -.  and  In-  \\a-  now  di  laon- 
.-tratin^-  the  fact.  He  found  hi-  trnt  in  thr  h,art  of 
till-  l)ushc.-.  vii  ucd  it  a^  throui;!i  a  ■Aa\in^-  ^la-s  -crcin, 
and  uas  .-oon  a-Ki  p  like  a  lo;^'. 

Mcanuhili'  the  cast  u  ind  ua-  as  hii;li  a-  i\rr.  It 
ni-hid  .'icvcr-cca-iiiiriv,  -hakino;  the  holjit -,  binding 
thi-ir  -till'iH--,  \\lii-llin<4'  ihi-ounn  tin  ^or-c,  l)iatinij 
down  the  low,  drill!  uri--,  ilri\ini;-  d'  id  Kavt-  of  the 
past  w  mtir  In  fore  it  a-  du-t  In  tori  a  hi -oin.  NothiniT 
was  too  liii^li  for  if  or  too  low  for  it.  Thiri'  w.is  ii 
joy  of  life  in  it.  a  k  in  edi;"'  uariiud  liv  tin  --uii, 
which  -ent  th-  lark-  iii)  to  iiltle  with  it.  and  .set  tlit- 
c'olt.s  fjallopin^  h.ackw.ard-  and  foiA  aids  to  their  dams. 
It  made  ;  loiul  sli.idow-  race  .iff.  r  one  ,'inotlier  acros.s 
tlu'  l)o;4L;y  moor,  and  p.ilch  if  with  lilii.  and  ^old  .and 
brown   and    dii-k,    till    oni'    lad    lookiii    iik.     the    rolie    of 


m 


Ku; 
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tli4   ]iiiii(i  ^■^.  ,111(1  till'  IK  \t  till'  (ir.il)  i;n\\ii  of  tlic  iryp^v. 

It  |il,i\(il  r;iiitM-.t  ic  tii(k>  uitli  >im  .111(1  -hide  .itul  liol- 
\n\\  alld  liill.  II  li.lpt  oil  '11(1  (■n.  I(|oi(ili;^  ill  li;i\oc, 
.stilling  vouii;4  liiood,  loii-iiii;  tlic  j).i>>ioii  ol  spniif^  in 
tlj(    .iiiiK  nt  lartli. 


Marv,  I'.iii'ls.  Aliii^  iiul  ■l'.iii>  u;ilk((l  li.ick.  Mary 
had  avoidid  lur  t'di'iu  r  >uaiii  ulnii  ^lic  >a«  liini  ai,Min 
on  till'  (  ()iir-c.  and  lie  had  ^'nm  au  ay  -\ilkiii;j;.  I'lii'ly, 
111  awtiCiil  and  iiiit  roiihlt  il  l.y  >;nall  ii-oii!;li--  a-«  any 
o(,(|d(  >,,  \\,i>  Will  [)ha>cd  with  h(  r  day.  for  she  had 
the  pkicid  nattin-  which  i  id(  ^  aho\c  t  h(  clouds  in 
pt'i'))!  tnal  siin-hltit  .  "I'.nry  was  content,  t'or  he  had 
six  >hilhn_i;'^  in  hi^  i)ock(  t  and  th(  nieinory  of"  a  fi;jht. 
Alhi>  wa>  in  a  tiriMHiH  iikkkL  Mary  frankly  deject((l. 
To  add  to  her  di  pT' ^>ion  "I'.nry  had  n  lated  how  \\\> 
tii(iid  had  h(  (  II  i(  coynix  li  and  >[)oki  ii  to  iiy  ;i  real 
rannie.  Marv  wa>  in  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  -np- 
poM'd  refuii,('e.  Who  km  w  whet  In  r  to-niorrow  it  niii;ht 
not  111  necessary  for  him  to  pack  i.p  and  i.u)  far  away.' 
Siie  had  never  thoii^hl  of  the  pos^ihijity  of  his  heino; 
recooniscd  when  >h(  had  pre>>ed  liiiii  to  accompany 
till  III  to  tin    races. 

'I'hiv  walked  lip  tile  lonij  liill  in  silence,  fiassed  con- 
sfantU  l)v  letumiiiij;  motors.  TIk-  evetiini;  was  drawing' 
in,  till  >kv  was  thinlv  -plead  with  w  indy  lookinjx  cli'iids. 
in  the  -lia|)(  of  a  fan  and  c  iii;j,lit  with  the  ro^y  fire  of 
the  s(ttin;;'  -un.  When  Ih'V  n-.achcd  the  top  of  th(> 
jilatiaii,  how(Vir.  and  tnriud  down  towards  .Mis.  defl's 
cottage,  th.ev  pt  rc(iv((i  that  the  horizon  w.t->  dark.  A 
li(a\v  mantle  of  Miioke  lay  aloni;-  it  like  a  hori/onlal 
column.  opa<|iie.  tiirhid.  ominous.  W'i^ps  cd'  it  drifted 
into  their  fans.  tl:e  acrid  smi  11  id'  hurnin;,'  was  in 
the'  .lir.  li^'d  .-idus  Wile  whirled  pa-t  tin  in  on  the  hii^li 
wind. 
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"  T'k  !•(  -     .lliollli  I-      lin    !  "      -:il,|      l'.i;r|\.         '•  Tlii^       Vil- 

«iiul  li.i\c  (•.ni;;ljt  it.  'riril\  w  |i_v  «t  ^. cii  >c>  t'rw  iii,  n 
ill)(lllt,   tilt  y'rr  ;;<illc   tn   licit    it    out,   Vn\l   mav  lie   -  irtaiti." 

\N  lien  they  >4nt  to  the  road  which  xparatid  the  hohil 
from  the  \illa;,rr.  they  ctiiihl  n' c  tliat  the  lire  had  ,••- 
♦'i'''^'<i  tlir  liiilhir  hohu  which  stntchi^  awav  to 
]  lohiicsli  y.  The  Miioki'  lay  like  a  |i(  -tjl, ncc  a;;Miii>t  fhc 
<dcar  hliic  -ky  and  uiiidy.  pink  Ii(-.m>  of  thin  cloud 
lii;^-hcr  u[t. 

-Mtn.  .Ictr  ^todd  af  hiT  door  t  xpictant  of  tluin.  her 
sun  111.  ached  hair  Mown  hack  frmn  h<  r  redd,  ri' d  fac.>. 

The  two  childi-t  n  ran  to  her,  and  ht<raii  to  jioiir  out 
tlic  history  of  the  day.  init  .Mi->.  J.  ff  >il( need  tht  in  with 
sharp  o'ood  tt  niper. 

** 'l'liere\  tea  uaitinw-  for  yijii  iii^id<  .  clia\'-i.  Kir 
see  now,  and  couie  in.  ^'ou  too.  *l',nrv;  I  tiuld  \er 
inaiiiniy  you  ua>  ;,'i)in'  to  hide  with  ;4-ranny  till  >!ic 
t'oine  for  you." 

*•  \Miere*>  dad  ;nid  \]u'  hoysr"  Ijii'ly  askid.  follow- 
inn;  thein  into  th<>  cofta;,r,-  uith  Mirv.  \  i"let  sat 
nlnady  at  tail!.-,  her  hui;-(  lilac  k  eu^  |i\ed  on  the  iieu- 
conii  rs. 

(iollc   to  heat    out    t  he  (ire." 
I  t's  .a  l)i^-  one.  ain't    it  .' 

"Started  in  t«o  pin-,,  to  on-t."  Mrs.  Jeff  rcjilied. 
"('our>e  'twould  liurn  a  day  like  thi-.  uith  ivervthin^ 
dry  as  >trau  and  a  hi-h  uind.  And  thev  as  sit  it 
^■oinif  knew  it." 

"  The  keepers  uas  wafcliirii,'  V(>fi  rdav." 

"The  keeper^!"  Mr-,  detf  said  cont.  inptuously. 
'■  "l'i->  t  hi  ir  watchinfr  «  hat  di;t      'i ." 

"  .\nd  all  the  hird-  huildln  there,  and  the  vinin^ 
hird>."  sai<l  Mary  re<^rit  fidly .  "  I  hate,  to  Me\rreen 
wood  liuin.  I,a>t  \e.ir  thin-  wa-  a  lark  uhat  uouldn't 
leave  lu  r  v'^<r^.       I   found   her  next  dav.  half  hurnt   she 
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\\a>.   .uhI    li'  nl    on    tn|)    ol"    Imp   ' -^--      'I'liv    (ii<M    <A'^nv 

cK  .III    n\i  r   li'  I'."* 

".\(lim"ll  li.-ivr  \<>  iimv.."  ^li.l  Allii-.  "W'-  i-i-lit 
i,i  tlir  iiiiddli-  <il'  tlif  iMilm  ii|.  til.  IT.  1  \\\-  Ill's  In  Ipiu' 
t(i   Ik    it    it    nut ." 

*•    II.  \    lin    i;m,,.1     ior    lintllln","    -ul    Mi-.    ■!,  tl'.    Dir.Till^^ 

'l".rirv.    Ill  1-    i'.iNDiiiitr    ni  tiiiU'iii.   ;.    I'l^i     slier   <.t    lirc.ul 
s  I  Ml  .111  u  ith  tlripjiiiii;-.       ■■  \VK.  II  I  r  <  niiii    li.rr.  luM  lui  ii 

lirinlsiir      llillls,  If      sill;.       Mliil      ..'illd      l,T.!l_V       JKilil      'i-rlt' 

str:i;-lit." 

M.irv    .illllllH(l     IM)     ^ild.luilx.     In  r    f.-iCr    uliitr    hrlH.ltll 

tin-  t,ni. 

"  SupiKI-l-   llr   llnll"!    kti    'U    '   ""   shi     !llll-t    I'lll. 

"  Sii  liiivMi.  Villi  sillv  .Li'.'tl."  ■-■'ill  lur  .unit.  '"  IIow 
conlil  111'  li'Ip  lii.i!-)ii'  :i  ii"isr  iil.i'  th.'il.  if  111-  w.'is  IV. r 
sodnihl..-  'l"lii\  iidllii  s  ciai  kli  ~  .iiiil  l).!!!,!;--"  I'l^'  iiiDskvs 
l^oiii'  till'." 

'•  |{nt  Mill  ilMii't  Knnu  \>liiir  111  is,"  M.irv  .uisvm  r.  .1 
spilth.  "  II. "s  rl-Iil  ill  till-  miildlr  of  tlir  liollii's  .ind 
f,i//(  ,.  II,  cliiiM'  if  liii;iiisi'  it  u.is  >.)  i\rt\)  in."  Iltr 
ch.'iir  t'l  II  uitli  ■!  cl.ilt.r  .-is  si,,-  piislh.l  it  .■isi.lc.  ;m(l 
sli.'  li;id  ;;-i>nr  thr.uiuli  ""■  .iIm.ivs  (.p.i\  dnnr  id'  th, 
(iw(  lliii^^-nniiii  liiri'ii    nwy  <if  thiiii  inidii  utl'tr  .•idvi.r. 

"M.u-v!  .Mii\'."'  tiuv  shniitid  .ift.r  lur.  Init  sh.' 
M  ;is  (lilt  (d'  lu'iriiii;'. 

"No.  von  doirt.  "I'lii-v!"  said  lis  -r.Midiiiotlii  r.  fX- 
as|).  ratiil.  '"  "^it  iImuii.  cli.ivis.  Not  onr  st,  p  dn.s  vou 
<r..  until  vo.rvr  (iiii-'..i  .it  ■!:-•.  Alhis.  \ou  iiaii-lity 
[>-irl.  \oii  ciMiK-  liaik  '  Ills  iiiiniid  . 

'•  \\i  u,isii"t  drunk  ukni  kc  li'ft  us.'"  Iju'l}  s-iid. 
*•  Tlu'ii  li-  -ot  drinkiii"  with  S.nii.  Drunk  lie  was 
ulirn  111-  coiiir  liniiu'.  I  v..itciitd  liiiii  ;(s  li.'  jilKd  oir, 
w.dkln^-  iir.ful  .is  if  tlu-  ;;roimil  wis  a  m]).  and  lir 
trviii"  t.ilKd.iiicv  on  it.  Hut  lie's  v\'^]i[  enouuli.  M.ai\v"> 
di'vw    aiiniit    liiiu.       Siii'H    liHVe    Hiein    .all    -.aviii'    slu've    a 
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fipok  up  .vith  him  afdrf  Inni,'.  If  .M  irv  u.i>  my  i^iA 
.>licM  .i-liail  some  ell  i^t  i>i  iiiiiit    tviiiii  mr  ;itoic  imw.'" 

"I  \\;iiit>  ti)  ^i)  \\'\\\\  .Mii\/"  >iui  .\!lii>.  1)«  :iitiiiiii;4 
til   |i(iii). 

*"  \'iMril  li.ivr  ti)  u.iiit,  mv  ;^il."  >  liil  Ii'  r  niDtln  r. 

AlliN  w.i>   tlic   i'.iMiiirlli  .  .uiii   km  u    llnl    lid-  miit(i(  r's 

li;llN!lIlr>>.    OIlCi'    ^lic    ll;ul    tlrd,    would    imt    Vi  IV    Inli'^    -iir- 

visc  her  rt  fiiiii.  !^lic  wri;^;j,l(  il  lurMlf  f  I'l' .  .iiul  <l  irtcd 
out  acid^s  tlii'  ^tiip  (it'  ;4ii(ii.  a(  ru>-  tin  rn  id  ati<l  into 
till'  liolliis  a tti  r  In  r  cun^iii. 


'.     rl 
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M\i;v  r  01  f'ti.  Iiath  >,  lur  liln  k  liiir  uliippl  :;  info 
In  r  1 V -.  Tin  I'liitli.  r  liiiliii  u.i>  .il  tack- J,  liiit  -lif  li.id 
(ii>t    to    tliii  1(1    a    (  iniiitciii^    w.iy    tlirnu^li    tin-    iiiarcr, 

t'ollnvv  ili;^   thr    \\illi!:ti;^    pitli-.    madrllN'    tin     liit    n|    LJCIKTH- 

tiuii^  1)1'  loll  >t  |)iiiii(  N  ,11(1  L,\|i^i'^-  I  1m  (l(iiiki_v>  had 
riililil((i  tin  vvaIN  (if  :;i(  1  II  iitil  til.  V  U(  re  (  ()iM|)act  and 
siiiodtli,  and  till  li(i!li(  >  ;-i,ri  \v  in  di  iix-  /^idnp--  uith  hol- 
loa niiil(  r-|ia((  >  -(I  a-  to  roiiii  uliat  uiTc  aliit<i-t  little 
dutlliii;,'  lnm-<c^  or  natural  -li((U,  roohd  and  wallt d  in. 
flic  hn  ach  wliicli  ^^a^  tlic  ope  iilri;;  N,r\in;;-  a^  hotli  door 
and  window.  In  .iu>t  >iicli  a  natural  liarhour  had 
L\d(l(Ui  iiri(l(  lii>  caiui),  and  if  he  ucic  really  in  mUcIi  (i 
(ondition  Ihct  the  crackling  of  the  lire  did  not  wake 
hill),  he  nii;;-ht  find  hiniMlf  in  a  ca;^!'  (d"  lire,  for  she 
rtiiH  iiiIk  i(  (1  that  lur/e  liu-ln  ^  hordend  one  -ide  of  his 
camp,  and  thcx   hiirn  ,>t(adily  win  ii  tluy  ha\e  (•.n^ht. 

Hut  the  liolli(  s  would  warn  him,  >he  hop(  d.  for  they 
liiirn  iKUsilv,  as  if  in  a;j;ony.  There  is  a  pe(ailiar  s|)irit 
r(sid(nt  in  holli(  s  which  is  frien<lly  to  human  life,  and 
thcNC  "-roves  had  haihoinad  nomads  for  c(iituri(s,  had 
screcind  th(  (  iiihraces  id"  wild  lovers  on  -unmu  r  noons, 
had  witiK-s,  d  ;^vpsv  homynioons  iKiuath  t!ie  stars,  had 
.s((  n  the  liirth  of  h  li..  s  .and  tla   d(  ath  of  the  ;i^re<l. 

Slu  (  niie  itdo  the  opiiiiiin'  at  last,  where  an  arm  of 
I)();^-^v  .  iiuntrv  se|)arat(  -  tl  (  t«o  holms.  Slu  w.is  too 
imp.ati(iit  to  cros>  hy  the  ford  liiijlh  r  up.  hut  want 
]i;^ht-fo(itid  across  o-round  which  rocked  .and  (juivered, 
or  o\(  1'  th(  s ;l\er  o;r,-,  II  (d"  the  i)o;r  moss,  nv  from  tussock 
to  tusseck  wh(  re  the  hro'.vn  l)o^-  oo/.e  Lay  (  xposid.      The 
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met  n-i    ■  f  tin    ^nidi  ii  l.;i<|il<  i|  iii\  I  !  1-    imhu    up  \-  >  In  r  like 

flic    ^|l    I  it     III'    I  I:.      IIM  1  «|i(   >, 

'i'lii-  till-  ^^.■l^  nri  the  lull;  >!ii  In- iid  it>  ■.iiii>t(  r  cr/ifk 
IiriL;>.  tlic  llin>  and  i  \|ili)>iiiii>  of  it,  atui  >  i\v  its  mIIdw 
toii;;il(  s  diiMifiriLC  iil»  iiiti)  t!i.  (lai  kt  ihiil;  'kv.  t^hiitc 
clnsc  a  iililiit  III  (I  ]ii-.t  111  r,  till  |)|i)\ir-  nn  ij  m  lii-t  1 1  ■.>.. 
Slic  cann  inaiii'.  and  >innkr  ninlr  In  r  i_vi  >  >iiiiit;  the 
air  \v  i>  full  id'  a^ln  >. 

Tlnri  >1h  III  ;j,aii  to  jilim:;!-  into  thr  imlh,  ,  tin  inxlvis, 
uorkiti^'  iiplidl.  >lir  can  nn  ili  iiiid  Imlln  >,  ^tdl  Miiok 
iri^.  tin  ir  hiiini-Ind  :;i((ii  d— truMil  fur  ivir.  Sdini- 
ucre  xnrclird  l)i-()\\n  ati<l  had  tl.iii-  h  i\i^  still  <iti  tlnni; 
(itlicrs,  dinctlv  in  thr  path  id"  tin  fin-,  ui  re  Id  uk  skidr- 
tiin>,  with  ^v<y  hi ainrnts  for  haM  >,  tin  trunks  >till  ^Imv- 
niLj  wInn  the  uind  iau;;ht  tlnn,.  and  scndin;^  U[)  littlr 
thriad>  (d  flaim-  and  siind\r.  The  tur/c  hushi  s  were 
hlaiki  III  il  too.  tlnii'  ^iddiii  lih'~-iiiii  ihsnund  li'  the 
fitrci  |-  ;;a)ld  nf  II  i  fl  uin  -.  Ilir  Jiath  lav  lutwttii  thriii, 
and  sill'  puslu<l  on.  'l"hf  In  at  \i  i>  coti-idi  rahic ;  the 
charred  vi-/;ji'tat ion  lirushrd  a^riitist  In-r  like  a  hundnd 
poiids  of  iharc'iil.  Hut  fin  tin-  hul  iinthin^  Ii  ft  to 
ronsunif  here;  tin  uind  had  home  d  onuanl,  ;(rndily. 

.Marv  hi  caiiie  -(  1/iii  with  a  fiar  Imrn  h  ~>  of  knowl- 
edge and  I  \pi  lieiiee  than  an  i;i-ti:iit,  a  stiriin;^  of 
.some  fitavi-tie  fr  ir  of  (ire.  Tin  ur  wa-  full  of  it.  the 
duini)  animals  fi  It  it;  tin  re  was  the  sutl'iiinir  of  ^rpuw- 
in;.^  thin;.;s  all  /ihout  Inr.  mute,  une\pi-(  s-ed.  an  atmo- 
sphere of  fear.  Nivtr  had  s/n-  heard  of  any  human 
tK'in;^;  Ixin^  cau^^ht  m  a  forest  fin.  l{ut  though  he 
had  out-of door  instiint^.  this  hii^  -tranter  was  an 
alien.      Tin     fore-t    could    nol     uarn     him    hv    instinct. 


ns  .she  would  Iiave  ■iw.ikiueii  lUi     wh 


d  was  fort  st 


hlood.      And  he.  who  in  ver  drank,  was  drunk,  his  ears 
sealed,  perliaps. 

She  sped  on.  and  rt   flit    next    turn  of  '  m    pdh  cann' 


MICROCOPY    RESOIUTION    TEST    CHART 

ANSI  ana  ISO  TEST  CHART  No    2 


1.0 


|5C 


2.8 

32 
■  36 


2.2 

ZO 

1.8 


1.25 


1.4 


1.6 


^     .APPLIED  irvV^GE 


■    Mam  Si'Mt 
■  ■     Ne«   rorfc         Uhr^ 

-s;  -  0300  -  p..,-., 

288  -  5989  -  Fa. 


AI.I.WAIU) 


f'.IC'-      In      I'.iCr      with      ;i      VOlltll.         I(i>       t'icr      UM>       -Uiuttv, 

lii->    li.iiiiU    uii-i'    Id  ids.    ,111(1    lif    c.irriii!    .■'        lit'  cli.irr.il 
Imhi^Ii. 

"  It  *-  'rmn  !  "  -111'  (  \i|:iim((l. 

"  W  lit  I'l    111'  \  (111  L!,(iin'.  t  III  n .'  "  ill  r  rnii-m  a^k'  il. 

Ill  r  w  iiriU  (■  Mill-  1     ri  1 1  (il\ 

"  ^  nil  -I  1  II   All  nil " 

"  I  .iMii't  kiiM-.s  ,1.  I  |i,.,\,..      W.I.  li,    li,;,ti,rr  *' 

"    I  1  l^     t(    lit      \^  Mn     In     I  in    IT.'" 

■■    \\  ill,     I     .-iIId'A      Ih   \    IIKIM   ll    it." 

••  ir-  .'ill  I, Hint  ^  *" 

llr  iirkiil  111-  liaii:!  ll  ickw  anl-.  "'j'  tliciT  rii^lit 
iicrii-N  tile  IkiImi.  I'm  L;'inii"  rmiiiil  \n  In  al  nii  tlii'  otiicr 
■-kIc.  'i'lit  \-'li  M(  I  it  luiilir  >iiiiii  n(i\v.  \'nii  can't  ^^n 
into  t!i(\  liiijlir-.  iiiy  i;ii'l:  vnu'd  catch  .itii"''.  'I'hcrc's 
.siii'iuldcriiiij,'  >'  ulF  (  M  r\  w  hi  I'l." 

She  knew  >hi'  (iiiiM  iKit.  anil  -tnoij  -till,  inart  icnlitc. 
'J'diii  .ll  li'  liaik  hi  r  ai'iii,  and  jiiiljr;!  her  ^•iii)il-liiiinmir''(il v 
at  t(  i-  liiiii>i'lt'. 

"  <  )v  aliin;^'.  iii\  raklil"  ()ne  >>  jnco-c  in  Uniiiaiiv 
in  \\]\-  halt'  ^vp-^v  \illa!.;c.  *'  Thr  iiiu^h  i.  all  ri|_;lif,  hi  "> 
>a\  cii  hi-  t  an  ;  and  it  it '.  hnint.  a  cuiijilr  id'  >ack-'ll  make 

il    !le\\    *:ill." 

"  It',  mil  the  tan.  ll".  ham.      lie  ua>  drunk.'' 

'"Dniiikr"  'rmii  In'ikid  |iii//liil  and  .cared.  Then 
h,e  kiMuhid.  *•  N'mi'li  tind  him  ii|i  amuii-.t  the  In.itci'-^, 
."\Iatv." 

She  >hi)')k  herselt    t  I'ee. 

'■  I'm  ^I'ln"  u|)  here  (ir-f." 

*"  \'(Mi  .ain't." 

'■  I   he.        Leliillle  eii.  Tnm." 

she  \',  n  nclied  her. lit'  Iimh  a  -ecoiid  time,  and  ran  up 
I  III    1 1  I  i  h  dt'  --milk  in  Li'  de.iilat  inn. 

i'lMii  .larid  altir  111  r,  and  then  wiut  nii  hi.  w.av. 
Alter  ail.    .M.arv   cmild   hmk   .at'ler   Ir.a-^ell'.       He   tliouii'hh 
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In  1'  I'M  .'I  n  lid- _;•()(), (.  cliasc.  tlmnii-li  Mir  |)(j--i!)iiil  V  that 
•■i  <lniii'.M  n  ii:  ill  a-h  .  p  in  flu-  IidIH.  >  nuLjlit  li''  -f  upi  Hrd 
■^till  iiiiiri    \ulii  ^iiioki-  and  cut  iipjn  d  •j;:i\v  liini  an  iiii' a-v 

til'llliH'  'it    iilr   liai'k    nf   1||>   ■-el  I'-a ---ura  Ilcr. 

lit-  llinii;!  Iiilllhl  tn  -.JKiilt  ••  .Mal\  !  "  hilt  -]  a-  \va> 
all'i  iilv  (lilt  (it  -lt;iit.  >.)  Ill  Willi  iitl.  f  hlM^lillliJ  f(i 
riulit  and  '.  I'l  (<\'  Lim  at  tli'  Llai-ktrnd  t'lir/c.  .Mid  iniit- 
ttiniti'  ^"  i'l'i'^'it.      Ill  (■(niiiiii  n  \\illi  mn.t   dt"  tin-  'I'iior- 

Il'vliill  Inlk  Ik  Iiaikrd  llp'iii  I,\(ld.i|i  with  -  II-- ]  licinil,  and 
I'l-riitrd  hi-  iidiinacv  uitii  .Mary.  I,(  t  a  '^']v\  >tick  to 
hir  ()\\  II  folk. 

Marv  liurrit  d  i/ii.  Slir  -c  irci  !v  I'l  imhi,  d  whv  ■^]i<  ihd 
S()~->hc  ua^  driMii  hy  ii'-tiri(l  lath'-r  than  (nioll.ai.  the 
m>tii!('t  uiiicli  ki.|)>  a  hird  li(i\(i-inn"  alxuit  if>  iK^t  in 
tiiiu-  ot'  danger,  the  in-li'icl  tn  pi-nt.  I't  thit  which  is 
li)\i(l.  till  iii^tiiict  \shirh  hiik->  hnifc  to  inati  and  'piiii^lc 
to  \il!ai;c.  Then  -he  caiiic  !o  a  pi  icc  which  \sa^  iiii- 
pa--ali|i  .  The  path  \\a-  -wallo\'cd  up  in  Ihc  niid>t  of 
till  -!!!ok)!iL!'  luin.  (iri\'  a-hi  >  like  phantoin>  >hi\irid 
on  tlir  uind.  the  I'mvc  wa--  lil  ickt  .'nd.  tin-  hollies  -till 
(|iii\(  rlii^-  with  -park-  \'.  here  the  wind  caii^'ht  the  .-tand- 
inn'  and  hlackein  d  liruicln-.  Sp.ark-  I'ca  into  her  face 
aiiil  into  Ii'  r  hair;  -he  -ni' It  Ihe  (alnur  of  liiirnt  hair, 
(il  -Mi^'ed  clot!  Ini;-.  In  1'  re.  ju-t  in  Ini-e.  h kI  heeti 
til-  tint,  ftirth.  r  ;n.  If  -he  could  l)ra\e  the  pl^mo•in^• 
through,  -lie  could  -ee  \\.r  la  r-,  If'.  Hut  the  -moke  had 
inflaiii((l  hi  r  tve-.  a-hc-  had  hlow  n  inio  tin  ni.  She 
tiirnad  her  hack  to  the  wind  tor  a  moment  and  pi'e-^ed 
her  heUuN  o\er  Ihini.  IJehiml  hci"  -he  lu-aid  foot-tep-, 
anil  i;a!i--id  that  'i'om  .Ii  If  !i;id  turned  .ami  tome  after 
her.  to  pri  \  1  id  hi  r  hy  t'orce  from  yoiiifj  fart  her.  Slie  h ad 
no  time  to  lo-e.  atld  -lie  \'.  heeled  aliollt  and.  putting' 
hi  r  ariiH  hei'ore  her.  in  i^'aii  to  pt!-h  In  r  \^  a  \  thnaio-h 
ihe  -mokiiiL;'  taiiL;'!"  hefore  hi  r.  Hut  her  eve<  -niarted 
-o    painliilly    that    -.he   cajiilil    not    mc,   and    >hc    funihled 


17i 


A  .T.WAIU) 


forward.    lilinl.iiiLi,'     iini    ;;iir~-.inL:.      She    Iiad    t<>    j);ui.so, 
and  thru  ,dif  t'  It  a  i;ra>[i  dn  h-  r  ^IkmiMi  r. 
I,(  iiiiiU'  <4()  I  "'  -lie  -ai<l. 

She  u  i>  -\Minj-  Dfl'  Ik  1-  li.l  Mill!  (Mn-i((|  hai  kward-. 
aiiil  III  r  aiin>  wtw    |)inmil  lu  Ipi.  >-.|\ . 

Slic  -tniL;;;lr(i  ill  \,,in.  Slir  \\  a  >  carried  l)a<-k  into 
ilir  pat  li.  and  ^al  ^\n':.  u. 

Angrily  >lic  faced  tlir  iiitt  rl'i  rini;'  cii  it  iirc  ;ind  Ik  fori' 
licr  nddciH*!  i\r>  cMiild  M  c.  ^lu  iTaliM(|  that  it  was 
]-_vddon  liiiii-rll.  iiniii  inn  d.  -oIm  r  and  conl.  tlioni;-li  hi- 
face  u  Is  hkr  a  sucip's.  Iii>  ,  \,  >  hlodij^jint .  iik'-  In  r.>.  with 
the   Miiokc. 


"  \()\i  niu>t 


(•<)inr  out  (d   lure     '  line 


111  said  fx'rciiip- 
torily.  ••  N'oiir  ,\yr>>  i>  Miioulijcriii^-,  look."  He 
^■i-a-iiiii  !'  with  hi-  hands  and  i\t inn'iiished  it.  and  then 
talked  III  r  (iiiirkly  out  of  the  charif  d  path  of  the  fire. 
'Jdiey  reached  the  lion-.  (  mi-miI  if.  ,.,,id  tiun  he  pulled 
her  doun  lieside  him  on  a  tussock  of  luatlni-  on  the 
i'urt  her  side. 

*•  We're  a  pretiv  pair!*"  ho  said,  looklni;  at  her. 

Marv  caught  hokj  of  lis  arui,  and  luijan  to  lauir'i 
and  crv  to;j,(tli(  r.  " 'I'hev  tidd  nie  you  was  drunk.  I 
didn't    know  uheie  you  uas.*"  ^ir  said  incohereidl v. 

"Well,  if  IM  I:iiii  asleep  in  there  and  caui^-ht  liv 
the  fire  I  think  the  noise  would  have  awakenid  me.  As 
it  was,  one  of  Mie  Slui-ratt  childnn  came  to  move  the 
tent  and  found  nie  there.  What  did  vou  expect  to  find.- 
]{oast  man.-       \i>u  silly  cjiild.  dun't  crv  I  "* 

"  I    didn't    know    how   drunk  "    she   said    hetwern 

lur  lauijhter  and  solis.  as  one  to  wlioni  drunkenness  was 
/I  matter  of  (  xperieiice.  ■•  When  father  f^ets  real  motto, 
lie  wouldn't  hear  nuthiti'  nor  nohodv." 

'■.M:;ry.  dear!"  he  said,  uith  suddi  n  huski'  •  s-,  of 
VOHe. 

Somehow.    ine\it.>h!y.   ^he   was   clino;iii^   to    him,   and 
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tlu'ir  lip-  ur:-,    jr^',  |'.,j-.  nnil    tlinii<;li   tin    ki^,  ».i,  .tcrid 

Vvitll      .lliokc     ;!I!    I      .,ill      uith     .Mirv">     fr;il-~.     it      M'UllCll      to 

liiiii  t'lji-  a  (li//y  iiioiiKiit  ;i-  if  ill  that  wa-  >uict  .and 
Uilil  ill  fdf  I'lH'.  -!  V,  Vi  -(  Illilll^•  a  iiiadii. ->  uliic'i  ua>  of 
.•«j)rin<^  I  lirounii  lii>  \  >  ;n>. 

••I  lu\i~  _\(iii."  >]..■  >ai(l.  ii.ar  lii>  iliroat,  iti  a  -oft, 
lioar-c  \i)icf. 

••  .Ma  IT 

"•  D'vnii  likr  inc.  Adam .'  " 

'■  Like  vciii  I  "  l|r  todk  lin-  !)i-o'An.  >in(ikr-i_n-initd 
fact-  in  kl-  '.wn  li.iiK!--.  and  l^I--.(l  Ik  i-  a;,^iin  and  ati;aiii, 
alni<)>t  111  htallv. 

^^li"'  -lint  In i-  ( _v(-.  till  n  (ipniid  tkt  ni  and  -luik  d. 

'•  'I'liaf-  unit  1  lik.>!       'I'liafs  ul,at    I  \\ant-:  "' 

II.'  wa>  -iiddt  nlv  M.lii  1-,  (1  a  littir.  and  n  1,  a-rd  Ik  y. 

*"\\<11.""  lie  -aid,  with  an  aid  nipt  ;it  a  laii^li. 
"  VoiTrc  -ati-liid  that  I  u  a-n't  drunk  tiioii'di  t(j  "-el 
hiirnt. 

She  laid  her  In  ad  a^aiii-t  hi-  hand. 

"  IIou  did  ymi   <^r\  dnnik.  Ad.itn-  "' 

'*  I    d'ln't    kiiDU-    that    it    could    he    propirlv    called    a 

drunk."'  -aid   In-,  dflihcratdv  li^ht    in   niannci-.      "'  ^'our 

Alf  ^-ot  in  ,1  ;;'oo<l  Mow,  ,ind  I  -up|)o-i'  it  in.idc  nir  c.irrv 

litpKir  hadly." 

*' "J'iu  n   it   \\a-  Ih  CO-  of  lilt;"'  -'ic  -aid.   u  itli   "lowinir 
...  .  .  '"»  o 

eyes.  iookuiLi;  up  .at  liiiii. 

'•  I  niii-t  ^ct  Alf  to  ^■i\f  iia    lr--i,ii-." 

l\v  ain't  none  of  niiiic"  -he  -.lid,  frowniiit:. 

"  Oh.  C(.iiic.  ,ift(  1'  uh.it    U)i:   fold  in>  ." 

'■  I  iirvcr  told   voii  dice.      I   never  told   vim   nnthiii'." 

"  ^^■-.  y(,u  did."  he  said  halfde.t-Inul  v. 

She  \c,i,-  -ileiit  for  a  iiionieiit. 

"  How  did  yon  know  \\here  I  w.as.'  ''  slie  asked. 

••  I  n.i  t  'J"t)!,-i  ,Ji  l!'.      He  -hoiild  have  -topped  von." 

"  He  tried  to." 
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'■>lllv      <!ili|."      I.c      -'III.      in      ;(I1      .■!CCi  >^     (if     ti  IkIcITU'.SS 

"  I'i'-li  LV't   III-  1,1  1 1.  r  (if  |.ni(|iii(  1  . 
"  l\i--  nil  ."*  -!ic  s.:i(|  criidi  iv. 

1 1    i-n'l    u  i>c,**  III'  -lid  iiM~li  .nlllv. 

'"Willi     (■.•IM--         I      |..\,,      V'Ml.     A'l  nil.         I     llrVir     ki^scil 

■I  'ii;in  ifdiv.  I  -U(,ii-  to  (i.HJ  I  h.iv.  n't  I  slidnldn'f 
li.iM'  cind  if  I'd  .•i-c;itcli(  (I  aiirc  in  tiny  luillii -,.  I'd 
li'ild  in\    l.-inil  in  lin-  for  Vdii." 

^■1'    put    III     ii-ni-    d.iut    !,!>   Ill  cl^  ;ind   licr  I'act'  flox- 
t..  Iii>. 

II'    I"  lit  i  •;■(•!,.  t  ri(  d  t(i  draw  tin  ni  Mwav. 
No.  i'l  ar.  voii  (l(.n*t  Piidi  r-tand." 

SI'c  looM  ni  (^  lid'  I, (Id  and  l':';/i  il  at  liim. 

^  "II  don"!  want   nif  in  tmnli  \oii.      \'oii*rr  a  o-cnnlt- 
ni-;ii.'" 

It    «a->  >aid  uiilamt    r.'t'.coiir  or  liitf.a'ncss. 

]I(;  ^ci/i  d  Inr  -liiMild.  ; -,  imii^iilv.  and  ki>M(I  ]\rr  now 
pa--ivr  iiaiiitli.  rnidi  n.'i-.  alriadv  u  ax  (  rint;-.  ^hoo!.  Ikt 
^l-.ii'l>  and  li  !t  liini.  lie  \\a>  mad  for  the  tnoiiiciit.  and 
ti.c  inadn.->  ua>  for  a  i.rii-j  \\it!i  a  dii'tv  face  and  taiiu'lt'd 
liair.  No;  ii)  do  111  r  jnsficr.  it  ua--  more  than  that. 
.M  II  y  V.  i>  sw.it.  Mary  had  Ijic  allnr.nicnt  (if  th.'  voiitli 
"I  all  \\\r  a;;i-.  and  Inr  lyi  >  utrr  uit  with  thr  lovc  of 
all  \\ild  ihini;-,  that  hue  ^cin  ron^ly  and  |)a->ionat(  Iv. 
She  was  v\^,,t  with  the  >\vrcfni>-  of  lirackiii  and  of 
hcathir.  .-he  ua-  lit\  and  \lta!itv  inca.rnatr.  ^hr  was 
yii  Idini;-  and  cai'i  v-ino-  a--  the  ^fronu'  >]nani,f  wind 
fr'ini  th  t:i>\  \\hicli  had  can'ii  d  fire  with  it  over  the 
nn'or. 

"  It's  o(  tlin"  d  irk."  she  uhi-pcrcd  at  ]:\<t 
If   was.       And   ti  r  wind  had  Irss.nrd.    is  if  lh..  dcpar- 
turi    of  (\.i\  lii^lit  haa]  m.  aki m  d  if-. 

He  -it  up.  and  iiiiJhd  haa'k  la's  hair  fiawn  In's  for'- 
hiad. 

"  Wh  it's  to  hi'  doiu'.-  ■"  he  said. 
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*'   Till  r(\      U)Iir      tilll,"      >\ir     -lid.         "Wllilv      :\Vr      Vd'I 

.■itcliiiitrr  " 

*•   Nr.ir     the     1-c,;mI.    1,_V     tliC     Sl|,IT:itK'    rnu]>.         I     (ii'ln't 

nil   in   tli.it  ;   I   II n    nit   u  h.it  aii-  \ni|    nu\  I    io  i!m.-  "' 

Tim  ^'oiii'  hack  lioiiu-.  to  an;it\,"  -li,'  ~:iii|  >!ni[ilv. 

Hi'  -at  -ilciit,  ln\  li'M-  i-nlili-li  In  1,1  llini-i  a  littl-'  i'nv- 
\iaril.  hi-  hui-.  1.  an  h.--  -Irai^hl  nut  h,  fon   liini. 

'•  I, (ink    hi  IV.    .Marv."   hi    -aiih       •"  'I'hi^   i-    inip()--;hlr." 

••What"-   iMi|iii--ih!.  f- '•  -!i.'  -till,  fin-hin--.       •' Th.  n*- 
no  hiu  a^'iii  ki--inL!,-.  i^  t!i;  rt?  "" 
It  i-ii'l    t'air  III!  \i)u." 
I  .i-ki  (I  \  1)11  to  k :--  nil'  :  now,  dlihi't   I  "  "" 

"  I'd  no  rin'ht  to." 

'■  \  ouM  thr  i-i^'lif  any  inm  ht-  to  ki--  a  i;irl  what 
a-k-  him  to.  I'm  hound  to  In-  k;--id  -onn'  tinii'.  look. 
.\l('  Stacf  trill]  to  ki--  iiir  to-day.  All  ln'  ki--i'd  ua-  the 
wind. 

•'  Alf  Sl.uT  u.anf-  III  iii.irrv  ymi."  h.'  -.-lid  hhinth. 

"It  takr-  iuo  to  iniri-y."  -.aid  Mirv.  ral-lnL;-  h-  r 
char  lirowii  cy, -.  -  Do  y,,ii  think  I'm  orn'  of  fhtiii 
uh.it'-  .alway-  thinkin'  wliat  thi-  md  that  ni'  in-,  and  if 
this  and  that'll  hr  a  <,  ml  Ihini^  or  not?  I  knou-  von 
ain't  n-oin'  to  ma n-y  a  traxi'llir  ^rirl.  I'm  i^l.id  voti 
■■lin't.  I  c.in  look  aft.T  niy-rll'.  We  ^vp-ic  -  i-  madi- 
to  look  .after  our.-i-lvi'-.  Wh.at  I  ^i\i-  noii,  I  L;'i\r-  von. 
It'  I  uant-  to  Walk  thnni^di  tli.it  hoHv  thm-i-.  I  cm.  If 
I  want-  _\our  ki--r-,  .and  yi.ii  u.infs  to  i^Im'  tin  in,  I'm 
nof  a-h.aincd  of  if-.  I  didn't  know  voii  llkrd  nn-  th.af 
way  till  to-iiio-hf,  j)"ra|i- :  I  didn't  know  I  likid  vmi  th.it 
Way  iiiithi  I'."  She  came  m  u'l  r.  her  cheek  .iirain-t  his. 
"Don't  you  woi'ry  ymirMlf.  ,\d.im."  -he  -.aid  in  lur 
hu-ky.  -^^■eet  yoiiii;;'  xoice. 

He  took  her  tvvo  h.ind-  without   lonkinL;'  .at  Iht. 

"I    wi-li    Miii'd    -ly   you    w.a-    fond    i>C    me.    Roni.inv 

W.IV."   -he    -;ud. 
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"I      IviMll^      I  II  t  \  ,'" 
\vlli>|)rr. 

"    V\   h.lt    ,!(„.,    t|,;|t     III,.;,,,.    ,1,  ;,|-,  ^t  r   * 


•^'1'       -'I'l     ill     .1     \nicc     ji|>t     ;il)()\o     a 


It 


IM<■;U|^     >.)I||rtl,iir    IilOIV     tll.in     lovju'    Ml"    likilT.         It 


""•■'"^  ""■  -■'!ll''  ••'-  U.iilfin".  It  >ull|i,U  more  llHtlMMl 
Ilk'.  tli.Mi  .nil  vt  I, inn-  ,1„.  i„  ||„.  „,„.|,|_  J^  ..Mlll.ls  tlic 
w.iy^.'i  cliii,!  *^,ult^  its  in.-iniinv  .irnl  i\v\  ihi^t  uarit.  tin- 
rn'ii." 

*'   '    l>'lirvc   tii;,f    l\    t!|,     u.iv    I    ]i,\v  ytni."    \h'  said. 

II  ua,  11,..  /ii-,t  time  tl:;.t  |„.  Ii,,(l"iis,,l  tlu'  word,  and 
now  lie  I, ad  a  .|ni.'L  pan-  ,,f  n  ^rnt  that  lir  I, ad  donr  so. 
"'•  I'  "I  til'  IVcliiiM-  ,,f  lua.kni  confidituv.  a  inan\  f.ar  of 
.■I  nr\y  and  duhioiis  r.  I atiorisliip.  and  with  it  al!  tlic 
Knowl.  dir,.  tliat  he  liad  no  rii^dit  to  accept  an\th!n,ir  from 
111  I-.  He  Alt  unhappy,  di>tiiihrd. 
Mary,  _\oii  nin>t   <j;n  home.'' 

'•  I'll!  iroin"."  She  >tood  up.  "What  about  vour 
hit  of  food?  "" 

"  I  can  make  it  invsidf  to-ni;,dil." 

'•  Awri;,dit." 

11(1-  fine  instinct  told  h(  r  that  he  woul.i  ratlur  ho 
Kft  ah)nr.  She  accrptc.l  his  decision.  The  liahit  of 
ohedi,  n.a>  to  til.  man  was  >froti:,r  i„  ]„.,.,  she  inadu  no 
attempt  to  delay  lur  ^oin^. 

"(iood  iii-iit".  .\dam." 

She  l)e<ran  to  walk  away,  hut,  still  m.ued  hy  the 
feilitii;-  that  hi'  had  done  her  an  injury,  he  ^rot  up  in 
an  impulse  .d'  remorse.  Yet  what  could  he'^d.,,  what 
coulil  he  say? 

"  Vou  ar..  not  y.x,-,i  with  in.r '"  lie  said,  pursuincr 
!'>'■'  ■iii'i  puttinrr  his  l)i^-  hands  upon  her  voun^ 
siionM.  Ts.  '  ■  " 

She  Miiile.!  through  tt  ars  r.'ady  f.)  fall. 
Course  not,"  she  said. 
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Then  sli,.  (lis  ippciiMl  (l,i\Mi   ll;c  ,li;-,kv   ]):iHl. 

Tlic  serif  of  thi'  l»(.^-  iiivrt!.-  ui^  sl!'()ii:,r  .•ilnuit  liini. 
Tlii'v  Ii.'kI  hnuMil  tlif  [i!,'iiit>  uiili  tl,.  ir  t'l.t.  Somc- 
wli.Tc  n  ]ui\\\\  (•ri(  d.  .imi  .iwav  tu  the  unrlli  !:.-  la aril  lui 
owl  iitt.  n"(i;j,-  if,  rail  fo  a  piiaiitoii.  niatc.  II, ■  hr^raii  to 
move  in   flu/  (liicctioii  of  cami). 


(  IIATi  r.i{    \IV 


•^      I"    ^"il'      I!"   l;    (Mllh-    I.IiiimImIm--    i,|tn     tlir     trllt.     ail, I     t  llC 

■I'll     '    nil.'     uitii     it.        |.\,|,|,Mi     -,t     lip.        Hi.     Ii.iil     u.is 
''II     p.niil'ill.    ..11. 1     Im      ill,;    -I,  j,l     I,  ,,\\\     aii.l    ;4.inr    to    lu,l 
•^"I'l"  'l'^-^-       11'     f"i-.  -iA     tiir    in,  xiialil,     .Lii:;.  r    It'    |„ 

'■'"I'lllll"!  I"  -"■  .\I.i|-\  a-  Inlli  li  a>  I'uninrU.  \\[  ],,■ 
^■^"  ""  ^^■'.'  "''  avnidiiiM  tliii  , la n_;,r  uiil,'.^  !„•  uuit 
■'^^■'.\<  'iiil'  -  ii''  I'ut  III,  f,,i,  .1  !„  i,in,l  I. nil.  ]',,r  the 
""■'  '<'-  "li!<  ii  Im  M  him  (,.  Iii.  |,r,  M  nl  ,  \i-t,  n.a-  u, n- 
'III'  '■'»  inni  \utli  tlin.,  uhicli  In. nil, I  liilil  l,>  .Mar\.  Tllr 
'"1'^'  i'"!  I>'«'"iiir  .Maiv  I'm-  liim.  an, I  .M  ,\  i!,,.  for,..!, 
^iii  !i  111  III  conic  t!a'  1  iiiIhi, linn  lit  i,f  .^nii  and  -had,',  of 
voiiiii;-  l,a\,,  nio\iiii,'  in  fli,  \\\\\i\.  (){  li,,^-  ni\rt|,-  .arid 
luath,  r,  of  ;^or. ,.;.,,,!  ,,|'  uliil,  t|,,,ni.  II,  slm't  |,i>c\,-s 
■'""'  ''  '•  III'  lilooii  inoiinfinn-  into  lii>  f'.ua'  a>  in-  lanimi- 
li'ivl  li' r  .aiiil  tl;,'  sw,,lip-->  ol'  li,  r.  ,aii,|  I,,  |-  f,,,a-  like 
a  dii-ky  ro~,-.  !!],■  -;(  ,  II  ,,|'  \\,Hid  -:aol>,'  wliicii  chin"'  to 
li'  '■<  iii'l  '111'  '''I  of  Imi-  l)od_\  in  lii,  arni>.  .Marv  u.as 
di!mrroii>.  and  more  daii-vroii-  li,  (•.in-,-  >lic  -looil  for 
u  lial  \\.a'~  innoc,  nl  .and  u  il,|  .and  i'vi  r. 

!''•  iiiaif-  11,1  ilCii'i  to  t\,)k,-  til.-  ai-i;-nin,nt>  uliicli 
<'i\ili-'il  Micirlv  would  liiinn-  ai^a:!:-t  ■.ii.li  an  illcon- 
^rn.ri-  pas.],. 11.  Ii,  1-  ali.ii  lilood,  I,,  j-  priiniii\,.  mann.ix, 
li' '■  -|"''li.  Willi  Till'  \i.anii  ^diiwt  .d'  li.  i-  -till  at  his 
l"'^'''  III'-.-  I,iios_\  m-ra-i.  -  app,ar,-d  w  liini-ii-.d  d,  lail>, 
'I'-' '  I'' '!'■' ^  f  'II  '■i\ili-,,|  uinii.n.  wlii.-li  w.i-.-  ,-i-  . --m- 
li-ill.\'  I'll"!  "f  li,  r  cliaMii  a-  tia-  li|-,-iiiilil.->  and  Iani4'l.-  'H''' 
i'.u-t  ol'  til,  for. -t.  I'n.'iu'li-.  d  -li.'  niiolit  l,,-.  l,i,t  not 
vuli;ar.  i'liniit  i\ ,-  •~]\f  lainhl  \,.-.  i.ut  not  tawdrv. 
(  oar--c  of  -pi  t  <-!,.  pi-rli.-ip-,  iiu!  fin.-  ol'  -pii  it. 

D.-iii-.  r    I  ,_v    in    a!-!iin.nt.       'I'li,     tnitli    \\a>    that    >Iif 
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was  lint  oiif  ,,r  I,,  1-  xtfiti;,'.  II-  u,i.,  .in.!  f.  It  liiui 
>«  It    tli(    .■iikhimIv    r.itiiM-   til  111    .M.n-\.       A    -ilt'   r,  !imiii..I 

I'ltwi.Il     t!,.in.  Hr     cnlild     lint      Uiotln-     .M,il\      |i\      lirm^r- 

iu<:  li.  r  into  til,  u.ii!,l  Ih  1,  ui  !.ft  liiliin/j  hini  ((i-'^l 
fnrliid  ! ).  .1(1.1  III  cniilil  ii.,t  t'niinu  1m  r  fiilin  lv  intn  !,,  r-. 
Slir    r.cn-iiix  ,1    tint     ;>    \^ ,  1 1    .iv    liim^i'll'    ->li,.    1,1,1    rint 

'■'"l-i'l'l''''l  'il'-  lin-.~ili.iitv  nt'  .(  I|l,llTi;ln(  I).  tUnll  til.  111. 
^'Ik'  ll.ul  >.liil.  ••  I  llll  l.lk.  Cir.-  .it'  IllVMlf."  Al  tlir 
•""•■•IIM-    tilllr    1,1     M'l  IM.  (I    ti>   1,.  ;il-    .Mi>-    l'ricr\   crii.l,.   "   l),,n"t 

i'oy^,  t  tint   M.-iiv  li;i>  .1  (  li.ir.irt,  r  t<>  In.,  ." 

Till-   liiuiiMi   Ihc   u,i>    -till    hiKiipiiii;    111-    \'K.t    li.iilv 
•i^.iiti-t  t  III    tint.  ;in.(Mr  t  ••  liml  I  In   i)|i.  iiiii^-.      \l,    y,  m,  ,,1 
li'l'«  li   tin!    ill   M.il  \  \  Uul-jil  t  hi-  \i   I,  a   -i_;ii  ,,t'  ,1   -t  r,iiii;vi\ 
'■'"IlilllC-        III    '"  1'    \VnrM    Cut.'    (M>t    -lliilnu-    h.  t'liM     it.    ,111(1 
N  ■•it'll''     I'  III    l'  -1  It'   ill   .'l    Il.v  ri.lil    U  ;i\  -    In  \\;iril    t  lie   1 1 ;  i  t  i;l  t  ,i  I 

"''  "li'it  I  '  V  nil  tliiii-  pith.  M.-.r-,  iri-.cl-.  t!nu,  r-., 
(Irc.iiii-.   u,  r,-   .ill    I'nrit.  11.  r-   nt'   tin-    future,   lor   like   .ill 

pc.illl.'  uho  li\r  rlilM  t.)  tiir  .  ,lli!i.  i^rvp-i,  ,  .lie  |':l  t  ,i  |  i  ,  t -. 
Snillltllilll,r    of    llll  ir    hi  11,  f     1.1,1    <ript     ii,t,,     |   i,,,,     ;,,i,|     thr 

<  iirrv.itiiiiT    iji'iiu -iiM  ^-    nf    lii-    -priiii;-    iiinriiiii:,''    ^^n.nil 

llllll  til  ll.  liiM-  th  ll  it  Unlllil  hi  hcltir  tn  .'lU.iit  (\iilt-. 
tn  U.lit  .111,1  -If  uh.'lt  U.i-  ill  -tnl-i  Inr  hill  I.  Thi  I  111  II 1 1  lit  - 
l)(C    follllil    It-    U.iy   (lilt    .it    ll-t.         l!.    Iiiniiirht    h.id    :llTi\r.I, 

hi-  iiioiiKiit  uoiilil  .-irrlM.  .Mii-_\"-  iiKUii,  n!  umihl  .•nri\r 
t  no. 

Othri-  thiiii,'--  .■iro-i'  In  hi-  ininil.       Willi  hi,  uif,.\  d,  alh 
lll.ltlV    kllnts    ll;id   liciii   cut.        Ill     Uiillid   -A  rite   to   hi-    -nlic 
itor.-.        'I'hc    Hi  llnili     SMiillciti-    In  | -,i  n,  -,,    |iii|-,t     lie    -,ttl,(l 
llji.        He   UiU-t    \\ithd|-.-r.\.        AllV    Unrk    th:it    h.'   dill    ill    thr 
liitnn-    iiiii-t    111'    iinM-','niii!i:i  rri.il.    dnrii-    .Hu.iv    fmiii    t!;.- 

fnntdiM-Jits,  .■ichiiVdl  f,ir  till-  p|.,i-lirr  of  .1,  hi,  \,;i.,  nt 
.diUlr.        SllCCi  ->  !iHl-t    n,\t  r  :it;.ii|i   rh.iill    hill!  ilou  n. 

.\-  )nr  iiioiKv.  v,illi  hi,  n -;in-,  cti'in.  hi-  (■■.iild  dr.'iw 
•■:;,^'iiri  upon  hi-  h.-inh.  The  B,  llniii  >li,-irc-  .-md  nthd- 
invotlllrtit-,     in     -pile     nf     tile     iiiinad-     uliicli     li.id     hi  ,  ll 
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iii;i(li    iipnri   I,i-  lapil  il   'ly   !ii-   wif. '^   •  \t  r.n  .■i^incc   and 

*ll«'    I"-''     <>i     Mil-    li;;i|     |)IO(  r((l/|l<.r^,    WUllM     \  it  111    I  liolljfll 

to  (  riihlc  liiiii  to  livi-  as  a  pitur  iiiiri  all  tin-  dav-  »( 
liis  lil'f.  lie  almost  l>iii;,'lii  d  aloud.  What  a  (ultwd) 
hi-  pri-nii  I, ,1,1  I,.  ,  I,.  Ji  I, .id  lir,  II  I  i-v  to  lircak  t  liniiiijli. 
'I  nil.  Iii>  uitc  had  -tood  hctMnii  iiiin  and  I'nrddm.  liiit 
tli''  I'  -t  III'  pliailli'Iil  coMMldioii^.  the  propiitv  .illd 
ol)li;,'ati(itis  to  So(iit\  and  tin  otlitr  shiMmh  f|)>  had 
l)i'k(  II  1h  i'nri    him  like  n|i  nhm  -, 

111  ilrr--id  and  uiiil  up  In  .Mi->  l'r;ii\  iiniiNr.  'I'hf 
old  nciith  \Mi!:riii  a,.,  niit  in  her  iranltll  -he  lli\i  r  I  i\- 
ahi  d    it'ti  r  hair   p,i-l   ~l\. 

"  ^  "||"m  iiiarl\  (iiiidii  ,1.""  ,||,.  ,;u(l.  ••  'S'liu  havi' 
\*"i'l>id    it    t\vi(i-  tin-  paiT  III   t  hr  nrdiiiai-v  \^iiii.iir'  niiri. 

It     nlllx      pi-.iV,.     I   \l   r_\  tliill;r     Ihat      I      1  t   ,  •.  ,  ■     ,du;,\v     tl|Ml|^rht 

■■dmiit  the  Hi-iti-h  artisan.  A  ^i  iilji man  i>  ( nn-cii  nti'ins. 
\\  ha!  arc  _\  (in  i^'oinn-  to  do  u  hi  n  vimi  h  iv  i  donr  u  il  h  ni  v 
foacli  hiMiM  ' 

"  Nothin^r !  " 

"I'aint.  I  MippoM."  sic  said.  uiMi  a  snill'.  '  \  wish 
I  CMiild  s'l-  siiMir  (i|   \(iiir  paiidlnn'." 

I  shall  ha  \  I'  (  III  111:;  h  to  ki  i  pine  in  idk  in  s..  i  ['  I  li\c  t  lie 
liti-  of    ,  \  ai,M  ant ."'  hi-  ri  I  linn  d.  sihIIImm-. 

'■^^Ii'it  a  pitv.  \'i.ii  nil  an  i  \cill.  nt  unrkiiian. 
Will.  1  ho  pi'  _\  oil  will  co.iir  .•nid  SCI  :ii,  sdiiut  ihk  s.  This 
iiinriiiiii,''  1  should  like  _\oii  to  conic  in  to  lircakfist  uith 
IMC.  I  hixc  .attacks  'if'  loiii  liiicss  som,  tiuh.,  I  ot'tcii 
tliink  I  shall  ha\c  to  adopt  .a  child.  Wr^'w  hiv.ak- 
f.istid'       Well.   ha\c  aiicthcr.       I    vi.ant    to    liH,    lo    voii." 

I  Ic  _\  il  Idc  I,  .and  found  hiiiisi  If  sc;; ted  opnositc  hc|-  ;it 
a   siinnv   In  cil.f.isll.ddc.      'Tulips,  pink  .a-   tia'   ids,-,  on 

the    Clips    .(inl    -.•ilICi   l-s.    c-i-:ic,.,I    till     centre.    ,•;    s||\er    coli'ci- 

jMit  siood  o\er  the  hliic  tl.anic  of  .a  sil\er  Imp.  \\\i  ,'v- 
thiiin-  -poke  ,,(•  comfort,  of  t.astc.  I, v. Idea  u.as  siiv.d 
\vith    kidiic_\s    Mid    I   icon.      Old-fashioiie;!    w  ;i  ti  r-(  oloiir-: 
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.unI  .l.iKtit  rr.ntytus  >,MMir  nn  \\u-  «.,II,.  „  f.uiiilv  poihiiit 
ov.r  til.'  iiMtif.lpi.,,  .  t  ,,f  Ki„^,  i:.lu.u-(l  in 

.1  mIvci-  rnmit  .jii-t  l.uH.ttli  It,  iK'twiiii  lu.i  l)n,.i,„ 
NlapliinU.  Till  IV  U!t>  ;iii  air  ..f  i.M-w,,.  !,|  ^r,.|,fi|ifv 
ahniit  fli.'  r..uiii,  (nr  n  itiDV.d  lioiii  Hi,-  siil.iirli.ui  all",  .l.i- 
♦i'"'-  "'  111'"!'  Ill  'Iriiil/  aiiti  acijuiiid  siiiiplicit  \ , 

••  I~:i't  i!  [.],  iviiit  fo  he  ii\iliM(l  a<,raiti.'  "  sai.l  ,|if  iii.i- 
iicioii-l.v.  ••  i),„rt  voii  r.li^h  til.  fl.s!i-|„,!--  WnuMii't 
}i>-:\  ,  iijttv  ii  licit  hatlir  '* 

••     \l-    \nU    aclilln-    tlu-    n.Iiiill-  "    li:-    a.k,,!.         -    f,,     .,,IV 

'.''     '  ';'^'"'  Hi«  li>t  inipiitafi<.ii.      It  is  oiu-  <.|  tin   ,1,  |ii 

H'Ml^   nf   tie    1  JllluMllliail    tliaf    nil,     .Mil    ;.,  f    ,!.  .ri    l.V    -oak 

ii:i;  in  u  at,  i-.'" 

••  Ilnu  Idii^r  ;,  ii  ,|„,.,.  ^,„,  ,|,..,,,|^  ,,,,t  ,,f  ,!,,•,,;,-  •• 

'•\V,11.  1  ailiMit  til  it  it  1,;.,  Miit,,!  VOII.  iliit  \,,ii  arc 
"Wt  of  plac.  iiiv  ,1,.-,|-  I, Mil.  ,,!it  ,,t'  plac.  I  Ins,-  thrse 
li:iuk(r>,  lint  I  si,  Mil,!  I„  p!av-a,  liri-  if  I  u.,if  and  li\,d 
in  a  tint." 

l-'.\.  TV  .AisI,  n<c  lias  it>  diM>,iiiil"orl>/"  h,.  .n\,\,  ••  'pi,,. 
<iis(-onifort>  of  livin-  the  lilV  r,,,  ]ivl„o-  u.-.n!.  li^ld 
.•ly.un.st  those  I  li  t\,- li'ul  .is  accoiiipaniin,  tits  to  this  "  "' 
llv  iii,lic;itcd  till-  liiMiri,  s  nf  tlir  lnvakfast   t.dil,  . 

*•  Do  vou   n  M.inl  it   .is  ,a  l.ilf  u.av  |„,ii,c 
man,  nt  pliilosnpli\  .-  "' 

_"  Isn't  (S.rvtliiniT  ;i  l,.,ir-ua_v  li.nisr  ;,s  ^u■  coin,'  to  it- 
It  u,'  liavr  mtinitv  1m  f.uv  an.j  h.  Iiind  us.  anv  p,,int  is 
a  CI  nt  n." 


or  .Is  ,1  pi  r- 

it?- 


A.lsivi-.        ^'n!| 


M  .'in-  not  lioriist  uj'th  voiirs,  jf.  ^'mi 
'"'"■''^*  '"'■•  Vnii  ,aiv  not  on,  .,f  thos,.  dn  ...Ifiil  pi  ,,pl.. 
*''";  *'■>■  '"  'i^''  "'<■  -ii-p!''  lif'-.  aii.l  uritr  .and  t,  II  all 
tlicir  ininds  .t!„)iit  it.  ,uid  hav  .1,  ,tiic  cnnk.  rs.  an,l  <;.) 
lioiii,'  ulua  it  r.iins.  \,'u  .im/t  p,,s,..  V.hi  -riv,-  ni,-  tht- 
JMipn's,:,„i  of  .an  M,,,,  i,  I  uil|.  a  n  Ii-i,,n.  a  kind  .d'  aivs- 
ticiMii.       A   l.ii7;c,  iiaaspnii-iM,    MaiLai  1." 
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'•  Uliy  alt.  nipt  to  li.nl  :^  lal„  1  f„r  ,„.?*'  1„.  askc.l 
"'"'■"'  •■".•..n.lortal,!..  MHil..  "  I  lik.  in  \u-  nu^  n(  .{nnvs, 
"'•''  '^  ■■'"•  ''''"■'■'•  i^  "..  invsl.  rv  alH.ut  inc.  I  Jikr  in 
\^.ik.-  up  and  tV.l  the  nrnun.l  l.n.ali,  nic,  and  to  l..„k 
""*  •'""'  ^••''  ""■  lM:.<krn  an, I  -ni-M,  an,i  t,.  l,r  ah!,,  to 
■Ho\.-  ulin-c  I  l,k,..  to  (V,.l  t|„.  uin.l  and  .,  ,■  t!,..  stai->  at 
Ill-lit.  ^  Tv,.  uant,,i  t,.  all  i,i_v  lit,  :  t,.  liv,.  tlir  litV  I\,. 
Ai"'  '"  toic  HI,,  riou.  I  ,-,,iil,in"t  I),  tun-." 
.\.iil  it"  _\  mi  niariv  :  "* 

"  .My  w  iff  i>  drail."* 

"  ^'on  uill  nian-y  .i,-aln,-  ■  !„■  -ai,l.  ■•  .\n.l  slic  will 
'Ir.i;^-  you  JK.rk  int..  t!,,.  (•.,nnn.,npla<'(  .  All  niarriul  lilV, 
lMn\,\,  1-  r,)niaMtic.  (l,i(  >." 

'■  I  ilnn't  iiit(  nd  to  inari'v."* 

■*  ^  oil  will  niaiiv  or  "row  inlaiuian  "" 

"Wliy.-" 

'•Ahs.diil,    fiv,.!oni   is   aiiotli.r  u,.r,l   f,.r   lomlinc^s," 

"';■..  ^•"'''     "■""'     l"n.lin.s>     is     tlu.     uorst     prison     of 
all. 

'i'liat  ua.  trn,-.  II,.  nn.cn  '  'vd  tl„.  Iiorril.l..  lon..- 
Im,s>  lu.  lia.l  i.xp.rk.iu.i,!  tlic  fir.i  vwi^lu^  in  th,.  lio|ii,> 
til.'  .■v..,)m,---  that  .Mary  ha,l  not  coni,  :  „,•  was  it  that  he 
li.^'i  iiu.M,!  .Mary.^  \ow  !„.  th,,u^rht  „f  it,  j^  ,.,,,„„,,i 
t"  linn  that  h.._nnist  always  havr  want,,!  h.  r.  that  shr 
li.id  atti'ait,.,!  him  fr,)in  the  h,  irinnin^-.  .Marv  I  II,.  }',  It 
a  ruvh  of  d,  si,.,.  f,,r  h,r.  lor  hir  hroun  fa<-,.  Ilu-h,,!  with 
''"^^'"  '"'■  ''■•■  'i't'''  tl"'oat  a-aln.t  which  th,.  h,a,ls  lav 
i.<l.  ami  the  han,I>  with  th..  >il\,.r  rin<.rs.  H,.  i^r.-^u  su.l- 
•  i.nly  inip..iti,nl  of  thl-  ni,.,  ,.1(1  lady  uith  h.r  arch  siil>- 
tlctu.>.  Th..  ro,)ni  l),.oan  t,j  Mitfo,  ate  him.  .Mi>s  Price 
was  still  talkiii'r. 

'■  .\nd  how  ,)ld  arc  you.-  ""  >hc  wjis  savin'^ 

••Thirty-two.-*    h,.    anM^,r,,l.      (And    .Mary    must    l)c 
li.dl  l,i>  :m,r.  he  a, Id,  (1  in  imntal  ci'miin  utai'v. ") 

••  Oi  coiM-M   _v,ui  must   marry,"  w,)uml  up  Mis.  Price. 


ALLWAItl) 


IS.-) 


iU    had   in;>,.,|   th.-  cliirf  pu-t    ,,r  In  r  ilUcnuv.v.      "  J{ut 
not  (lilt  of  voiir  cla-^.'" 

"  WlMtinr  ■"  lir  a>k(  d  ironica!! v. 

••  I    k„nu    a    «,.„,a„  -^a    -iH.    „1,,,,„    j    ^,„„,,^,    ,j^^,    ^.^^^^ 

i''.c('(iit !•]'(■  r  "' 
,."  '    "^'''    ''^'-ptinnal.      Siir    ,\    rlrwr   an, I    pivttv.    in- 
'''"'"''    '"    l"i'iihiiir    |„rM|C.    |„ii    M.,,M    ;,t    l„,ttoi,i    ■    V,M1 

^^""'''    ''"    '■'■"    ■■'    ""l-M    "<•    U,.n,l.    ...„,|    sl„.     vnu.        sin-    ,\    .1 

;'':"•.  '-l-.tniiin:;  ^irl.  a„.l  l,a>  tl,,.  ;m.„1m„'  aU'rctat  ion  of 
'""'-  •■'  'l'^-'<-'  t"  M„.  nutdo,,,-  111...  S!h.  I, a.  •■ainiu-.l 
'-uf.  i.„v..  ,t.  Thuv  i,  ;lu.  i,l,al  ..niupanin,,  for  vo,i 
\oii  could  uaiidrr  uluivvoii  likr.  !;■  |,;J,;,,,  i.,.,„u--  u.ll 
'd  foui-M..  voiiM  l,,\r  to  modilv  vour  rxi^tfiuv  Hvr 
i.dlur  ua>  a  par.,,,,  I,ut.  v.ar.  a-,,,  a  Mr.  Ilint^uu  an 
old  triitid  ot  iiiiiif." 

"  Vou   .aiv   not    i.alLMio-  ,,f   l-:!,an„r   Ilint-m:  -   hr  cv- 
claiiii.  d.  >ii<ld(  iilv  .awakt. 
i  on  kiiou   Ikt." 
Ih-   tludird    .liolitlv. 
"  Wr  nw  old   J'riind>." 
/•Von  an-  n,  v,,-  Hazard   I.uidonf-      Th.  ^,,u,i>   -tl,e 
\niv!r,,  nian.-      Oh.  I  ;.,,,  m,  mwtv." 

"M.vn.ann   i.  I.x  ddon/' h,.  ...id.      -Vnu  n.  ,  dn't  ai)ol- 

Mi..     I>rlr.     l,,.:u>     to     h.ui^h     u.aklv.      -And     vou 
nil  h(li(i  my  IhU  [ 

'•  .'^ati.fartorilv.  I  hop,.."' 

"  \  on  ucrc  .  iiM-an.  d  to  I'd,  anor  one,         -" 

"'rurNt'    v.aiN   a-o.      S!,,^    I,n,k,-    if    ..ff.   ;u„|    I    niar- 


n,'( 


It  ua-  ,a  Ikiv  and  '/iv]  aliaii-?  "" 
••  .\!<.,dnM\."     \V 


<■  K,  pt  u])  oiu'  h-i.  iiiNhip." 
"All   ;.-../•   .aid    .Mi..    I'ri,.     -l  =  ,ulv.      "  Ud.i.d.    thrru 
ua.b  an  aticni|)t  to  nii..jnti  rpi,  (  w  hiii *' 
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'•  It  u.i^  Ml. I  Ijroii^lit  into  cniirt.'"  lir  Jntrrposfil. 
"  I  111  .ird  (if  il.      Si)  ;ill  I'l.it  iiiili:;])]>_v  !ii!vin(>>  i.>  ovur. 
^"(Mr  wii'f  i-  (li  ,1(1 .'  ** 

He  wait,  (i  iiiipai;.  iiMv  for  !,i  r  tn  ii-c-  tVoiii  table.  lie 
(li-likrd  llii>  dpi  tiiiiL;'  III'  clc-c  il  cliaiitci's. 

"  Do  v<iw  kiHiu  lliat  I'.haiKir  i.i  .-.tavin;,^  iii'ur  luTer  "' 

••  I   (in." 

" 'I'licii  VDU  !:  ',Vf  set  II  licr?  IMia-c  I'oi'e'ivf  niv  curios- 
ity. Hut  tiii>  i>  nUcIi  a  coniciili  net ,  ^o  -trailer.  \  ou 
I^u^t  l'oriri\f  iiic  tor  having  actid  the  Imll  in  tlic  rhiiii- 
sliop-    aj)|)(  an  (1  X)  iiiijx  I't ini  t,f .  .-o  "      She  lirokc  ofK. 

'■  Of  cour-f  ,  \n\\  uiiuliin't  knnu."  lit-  >aiik  ""  liut  v<iu 
will  i-\cu>L'  nil',  it'  I  lia\c  to  mi  t  to  uoi'kr  "' 

She  ro-c,  at  la>t.  "  I  am  i^iunn'  to  cal!  on  I'.lrarior 
to-ila\'  in  Hi'Ui'nt  niout  !i.  1  ilri\  c  a-,  tar  a^  (  liri-trliurcli. 
AiU  I   to  .sav   that    I   ka\('  met    Vou  dv  .;'it  r  " 

"Siv  cxacth  V.  Iiat  vou  pli  im.  Mi  -  I'rict'.'"  lie  ^aiil, 
with  iniu  r  uniio\;iua'.  "l^haiior  i>  coniini,'  ovt-r  on 
Siuidav  to  >(■(•  nil-." 

•*  Tiiiii  U>('  Miv  liou->'.  unit  >^  yiii  want  lo  ;;ive  lici"  ten 
i?;  yonr  tent .       I  .shall  he  out." 

"  Vou  aiv  \xrv  kind.  Hut  1  ui>h  vou  v.  t  re  i:oin;f  to 
l)c  in." 

••  You  ;;'■(■  hoMi  (Id  iiioul;!)  to  (li>})cnsf  witli  ;;  cliaj)- 
I'l'oiic,"  ,shf  said.  "And  uiicon\(  iit  ional  (  tioui;li  too. 
I'll  slav  to  M(  lur.  and  thtii  nni  auav.  If>  mv  dny 
I'or  tca-iMi.^  at  15r.  n-ii'iu'c  ;md  n'oin.u"  on  to  I-'.vtii.song 
from  there.      \>)\\.  I  -uppo-e,  an_'  a  i'ai;-an.-  " 

"  It  depend-  what  \ou  na  an  l)_v  the  \'.ord." 

"  \\'(  11.  H'o  1m(  k  to  ni  v  coaelehiMiM  .  Soiiie  da  v  1  >li;ill 
scribble  up  in  jKinil.  "Kichard  I.ydden.  his  work.'  I 
will  teil  I'.lcanor  to  conic  here.  She  i-  \Itii  her  aunt, 
uwouiaii  I  (l(te-t.      All  -( iitiin*  lit  ilit  V  and  ^\\y  chiii'on." 

Mis.s  I'l'icc  ranunivi  on  her  old  >trav.   hat,  took  uj)  the 
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slic.ir^  >]\r  ]i  I'i  lift  in  tilt'  j)('r(  !i.  .■mii  r>tni-nMl  to  the 
i^arilrii.  ^l't■  tii:i'(,i  round  ;i>  |,c  wa,  iH-ippi  irin:^'  Into 
the  sl.ildi    _\  'il'd   !  o  (•  ill  olli 

'■  W'tnu  ;i  fc  till'  .f;iims(  s  ^■oinL!;  up  count  i-\  r 

-I  don"!  know.'"  !ir  nj.linl.  llr  ua-  t"li;nd^'"nl  tT  t 
Mary's  na:iii  had  not  this  timr  hi  (  ii  iIi-aL:i;'il  into  the 
(■on\i|-s:i!  inn.  IK-  hki'd  .Mi~^  I'rii'r,  iji  -p;!c  of  !irr  pro^ 
(■li\it_v  f'o!-  cro-^  I A  nn-nation.  ![.■  had  a  (h'-dikc,  whicli 
ua^  ahnovf  i;ior:;:d.  of  shariiii,^  hi^  ))ri\atc  airair>  with 
othcr>.  Ill-  xuiu-r  iinvardlv  at  .Mi>s  I'l-ic-.  uhil(-  he  ap- 
jin-ciatcd  the  fi(-t  of  her  kindiic--..  Hi-  ua>  la^ilv  ini- 
pati(iit  of  the  IntriT->l  of  otht-r^  in  hiin-clt',  liki-  many 
otiicr  i-(  vcrv(  d  nun.  Hut  it  was  iiiip(>>-il)l,.  to  li,.  lotur 
.ari^'-ry  with  .Mi->  I'l-irr.  ^lu-  uas  ^nch  a  Iirticvoh  nt  old 
'I'ory.  so  tacth  >-,  so  suiniv. 

lie  >aw  nothinii'  inoi'c  of  hi-i-  that  (hiv.  A>  •■\cnini^ 
.•ipproaclu'd.  he  wondii'id  if  hi-  ^liould  *ind  Marv  in 
his  ti-nt  when  lie  rcturni-d.  Wiiat  >hou!d  In-  sav 
to  ]\vvr  What  could  hr  tru>t  hi;n-i  If  to  sav  to  her? 
At  any  rate,  .Mi>>  I'i-i:-;-  li-id  a  ti-d  lil.i-  a  toinc  Slu- 
liad  sha.kcn  hini  out  of  the  fatalistic  iiiood  of  the  niornin" 
\^  hell  he  had  fa<rd  the  (jin  -t  ion. 

Hut  .Mary  wa^  not  in  the-  liiit  wluii  hi-  rihirmd.  That. 
slir  had  h('(-n  wa-«  (viiKnt.  hr(-au^(-  thi-  pot  was  hoilin:,' 
over  the  fire,  the  fryini^-jian  had  In  i  n  -~cour<(I,  and  the 
interior  tidioh  ^Vas  -In-  waitinir  until  he  si  iit  for  lur.' 
One  or  two  of  th(-  Shi  rratt  children,  dirtv  a>  e\er,  wert' 
jxii'irii;  into  ills  tent. 

■■  Have  you  seen  Mary  .Janus.-  '"  hi-  .-i^ked  tlieni. 

•'  No."  thf'v  answered. 

He  ate  his  supper,  and  then  e^ot  up  and  M(-nt  out 
rrstle-~ly.  H(  f  withdraw.-d  had  m  nie  hi-  intended 
course  of  l)eh,-iviour  inipo---i!,!e.  ]Ie  !iad  i  xpi  rted  to 
find  hi-r  ready  for  him  as  she  h.-id  lieen  t'oiind  nadv 
evirv  ot  Ik  r  I  \enini,''.  and  he  had  reheai'.sed  his  -e|f-deni,'il. 
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IJiit  slic  was  ii'it  lien  .  ;ui(I  lie  fiii'i,'ot  t!if  <(  If-dc  nial  anil 
was  only  impat  nnt  tliat  ^lif  liad  not  ciniic.  Spnii:^ 
was  at  tlic  \(iv  (i(ii)i-  (if  till  tiat.  OiiKidi'  the  little 
.sl  riictiiri-  lif  ^tiMid  |'(i|-  a  iiiuiiuiii,  >til|  and  lis  tin  in  i,^. 
Tht'  liii(U  had  -wwn;  niullv  all  da\.  tlir  larks  with  their 
l)reast-  t(i  the  Irhie,  till'  (lirii-<he>  and  Maekliii'd-,  the 
rolinis  and  the  ehatlinelK  >  in  the  hedtii^  and  IkiIIh  ■<  luit 
far  t'r<HM  the  p.^-l^  uhieii  laid  tlair  .i"y.  Mnt  now  all 
the  woidd  \^a^  -ileat,  li^liiiini^  with  him.  The  e\cnin^ 
\^a>  f"nll  of  tliat  -nlitle  exciteinent.  that  spirit  of  voiitli 
which  he  and  Mary  had  eonfe-.>ed  to  (  ach  othei'wt a  k>  ai^o. 
wh(  II  thev  had  sat  at  the  wood's  edn^'  that  w;irin  Feh- 
I'uarv  day.  Now  it  wa>  irdt  n-ilied.  It  iiri,n(l  him,  if 
f re((|  him.  it  made  him  reckless.  |t  mad.-  him  (Duscious 
of  the  essintials  which  most  nun  niiss.  ()nce,  at  hast, 
every  year,  sprinij  comes  to  the  In  art  and  whispers. 
'*  Hreak  your  shackh  s  tla  re  is  oidv  one  spriiiff.  did  you 
hut  know  it."  He  t'elt  that  he  ne(  ded  to  he  otr,  towards 
till'  world's  end  hut  not  alone.  He  wanted  Marv,  the 
incarnation  of  the  foiasl.  \\ith  hnii-  to  jourmv  into  all 
the  forests  of  the  earth — not  the  troj)ical  forests, 
l)ut  forests  which  knew  rain,  which  knew  frosts  that 
they  mi^ht  rejoice  in  spiini,^:  forists.  wlu  re  then  could 
1)0  the  eternal  incetise  of  firis  kindled  hy  vaijrant 
liands. 

The  i,Mrse  filled  the  air  with  its  warm  scent  as  of 
cocoanut  eroves.  'I'he  air  wa>  full  of  it.  A  hawthorn 
near  hy.  ^n'owini;'  out  of  the  thick  of  the  hollies,  was 
already  showiiiif  cluster>  tliat  looked  as  thotij^h  the 
may,  usually  .so  dilatorv,  would  he  in  bloom  hv  May 
Day.  'i'lieii  liis  eye  caut^ht  sonK  thini;  \\hite  in  the  hush 
heside  it.  It  was  a  strip  of  ra^.  Tie  viiiiemhered  sud- 
denly that  Mary  had  on  oiU'  occasion  shown  him  the 
\va\  in  which  her  pi ople  indicated  to  tlieir  coniraiies 
the  way  they  had  taken  if  chance   '.  ul  dixided  thein  on 
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tlic  i"(i:iil.  'I'lii'  -II;'!!  \^^■l^  (if  tuin-s,  or  ^tiiii<>.  or  lr;i\i>., 
or  |)Hji' r  j)liiTi|  (in  tlic  [).itli  or  \\;tv-i(lc  in  ;i  in.itiiicr 
wliich  uiinld  pnini  tlic  (lii-( ct idii.  H,  apiproaclh d  the 
l)U>li  -  \  I  >.  t  111  (  ii(l-<  >'{  t  he  r.iir  \, ,  )■(■  s(  (II I  (  (I  to  t  lie  I  Kill  V 
l(a\(>  l)\'  pin  tlioni>.  'I'lic  fat;  jioinhd  (a>t  an.l  wc^t 
(■a>t  to  tlic  liiii'tit  liiilai>.  \\i~\  to  the  i-oad  and  tin-  \illa(,rc. 
He  UIl(i(  l^tood.  Slic  liad  (lio-rn  tlii>  >li\.  Iiirlivi  '\:i\ 
of  t(  llini,^  lilni  tlia!  >lic  would  auait  liini  at  the  >j)()t 
\\  li(  re  t  !i(  \    !,ad  -<at   Ihcniidit  liclorc. 

Ill'  >(  t  "If",  uallviiii^  -iviftlv.  He  ui  nt  flndny;li  the 
f)ri('kly  \vav>  towards  tlic  arm  ot'  Ikii^.  tlircadiiiij  his 
way  t  lir(iii:;-Ii  IioIIk  >  and  ijor-c  and  luatlicr.  iiot  vet 
>o  inipctict  rahli'  a<  u  lu  ii  tic  liracki  n  ^liould  have  i^rou  ii. 
He  was  riijlit,  she  «  is  tin  re.  lie  >aw  her  cdloiircd  licad- 
k(  rcliitf  iiio\ii!ir  hijiiiid  a  cliinip  of  i;orsc. 

She  -food  -.till.  ii(  r  face  tui'in'd  touard--  In'iu.  expect- 
ant and  y(  t  not  inov  ini,'. 

"  ^'oll  in(  lilt  ine  to  coin,  r '"  lie  >ai(l.  taking;  hot h  her 
hand-". 

••  ^'es■  I  jiiit  the  pattrin  there  for  von.  If  von 
hadn't  wanted  to  come,  \  on  ntcdn't  lia\(.  I5nt  I  w  i-hed 
yon  to  come.      I  ui-hed  it  liard." 

'I'he  ;;low  had  dieil  onr  of  Ik  r  t'.ivc  to-dav.  Slu  was 
j)assive,  more  hfeh^s  than  he  had  -Mtn  iier.  She  ijavc 
;i  hasty  frhinc(>  ahoiif  Iier. 

'"  Let's  fet  aw, IV  out  of  ver,"  >lie  ^aid. 

''Why.'" 

"  Alius  se(  ;i  you  an"  nie  last  nii,dit.** 

He  reddened. 

'*  She  seen  vou  ki^     me."*  said  Marv  in   a  level  voice. 

"  Did  >he  tell  her  mothrr.-"' 

"  Not  yet.      IJut  she  can't  kip  Ik  r  mouth  sjuit." 

"  Would  it  do  an\   Lfood  if  I  ^poki    t,;  In  r.' 

"  Not  a  scraj)." 

"The  little  devil!" 
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"She  (Icii't   :;,i;ui  IK)  h.inn.  •^lic'^  nii'v  a  cliavi.      ]\Iis- 

clllrvoP  ~.   -.lie    1-.." 

I  lis  facr  (larl-MK  il.  'J'l  ■•  fact  that  I  lnv  liad  hn  ii  si  iTi, 
\  111:;.'!  iIm  (I  till-  airair. 

■'  I  ui-li  \\i-  ,■•  a^  I)  'ck  ill  \  ;  n  !_v.*"  -In  ^ aid  pa-.idiialrl v. 
"  I    liatr-  'i'h  I' lit  \  hill.       'ill  ]\\  n<i   piacr  hi  rt-.       I    likf.> 

t  hr    I  ITr,,    ;ll|,|    t  h,C   (|llit   t." 

'I"!  I'V  ii:a(lr  thiii-  wav  almiy;  the  hiathci'  path  to  the 
ii'irlh.  w  lure  the  IkiIHis  and  i^oi-  <•  ^n  w  di  iim  i-.  'I'h'  pic  - 
w  \\  >  III  u  up  at  thrir  appioaih.  ci'viii^  pif%i-«hlv.  I'p 
on  the  hill  ua>  th.'  hlaikcin  d  ruin  of  Vi'^ttrdav'.s 
fiiv. 

■•  I.Hok  I  "  said  .M  irv.  polntin;;  to  thi  ir  fci  t.  A  j)arcli 
of  lihic  shone  t'li'i-  dnir  \-i(i!,.K  i^niwinij  toi,^thicr 
thicklv. 

I  If  ^tn()p(  d  to  pick  t  licin. 

■■  No.  dmrt  [)!(  k  thcv,"  she  ^aid,  puttiiii^  her  hand 
on  hi-,  arm.  '" 'riicv'ic  pr(!t_v.  Init  \W  not  luckv  to 
pick  thiiii.  TIk  v"i-c  dcfcitfnl.  'I'hc  ^ucit  ones  is  all 
riti'ht.  hut  flic  dc:;-\  i'lct>  deceitful." 

lie   looked  at    her. 

''  Did  vou  put  \vit(lici-aft  upon  me  to  hrinfj  nic  to- 
night. Marv.-  ■' 

•*  No."  she  said  -imply.  ''  I  ju-l  wanted  vou."  There 
wa-  a  catch  ia  hi  r  throat. 

•*  Sit  down,"  he  ordered  her.  "  I  wan'  to  talk  to  you. 
Sit  on  t''e  vi'ijcfs.  \\'(  are  ^^oinn;  to  put  deca  it  hene.ath 
u-    ->o  it  will  !)(■  sviiiholic  d." 

She  sat  dov.ii  ohediently.  and  he  n]ipo>Ite  to  Ik  r. 

"*  I  Tow  old  are  your  "  he  -aid,  lookin<r  into  her  eves, 
wliich  A\( fe  partlv  wet  with  liars. 

"  Sixtei  !i  no.  s(  vi  ritei  II,""  slie  said,  with  a  littli'  choke 
and  a  >inili'.  *"  Dad  cairt  ne\er  venieniher  inv  hirthdav. 
J'.ui  he  think-  it  was  -on.ewhero  in  the  sprin;^.'" 

"  And  I";:!  t  hirf  v-tw  o."' 
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sill'  lodkii!  ,-i  lit!!i'   friLiIti  iii(!.    111(1  !ic  jMillril  mil-  nf 

hiT   I):iP(l>    into    lil>   .■lllil    put    it    Mil    lii^    klUr. 

■■  .M  irv.  il'  .ir.  u«  ■\i    Li'dt  ^iicli  .1  lul  to  t.ilk  niit." 

*'  Ddift  Mr  uli;it  flicrc  i-  til  talk  .iliout,"  -  liil  -lie,  \\'l\\\ 
Hie  s.HiiH    uili!  aniin.'.l  lonk  nf  .ikiriii. 

"  ^  r<.  t!i(rc  i>.  I  (lun't  want  u^  Id  Mind  (itir-ihr^. 
It  i>  \(r_v  (lliiinilt  imt  to  dn  tiiat  ulun  \\r  u mt  t:u-\[ 
dtkir  a>  villi  a?iil  I  uant  larli  ntlicr.  I  iliin't  ui-li  to 
inaki'  vo'i  mili:i|)[)_v.  I  diurt  wi-li  to  inakr  niv^clt'  uii- 
iiappv  I  it  !ii  r." 

*■  No,"  ^1  111  Mai'v.  Iicr  lyo  -fill  u  iik  m  d  a-  if  in  appro- 
Iii  ii-ion  of  ulrit  \va>  coiniiii,''.  In  r  liaml  makiiii;  '^  iiiovi'- 
i!i(  lit   of  (  -.cajii'. 

'•  I.i-tiii."  He  liil.I  thr  liand  (h-mly.  '•  \'()ii  and  I 
ari-  at  iTos>-i'oad--.  We  iiiii-t  citlirr  i^it  in  -cparato 
diirrtioris.  or  ton-ctlid-.  ^V^■"v(•  !4;i)t  to  tliink  it  out. 
'S'oiir  piopli  and  iiiiiif  arc  a>  far  ap  ut  as  -la  and  land. 
Mnif  arc  liou>c-dwcllci-.  cliurcli-ifocrs,  citi/cn-;.  n  snccta- 
lilc.  iMidiilc  (da<<  1  iw  alndcf-.  I  don't  kappcn  to  lie.  hut 
that  1-,  111  --idc  tlic  (jncstion  for  the  mimitc.  ^'otirs  have 
di-likcd  hoii-cs.  dc>pi>cd  projicrty  which  wa-  not  iiiovi- 
lilc.  and  \\andiT(>d  from  rcnturv  to  c  iiturv,  liarin^ 
ivcr\  tiling  "hifli  mine  pri/id.  ^  our  pcoj)!c  arc  of 
anoilu  r  raci'.      'I  hi  ri'  is  difi'i  nut  Mood  in  u-i.*' 

"  I  knows  that,"'  said  Mary.  !  alf-undcistanding. 
''  (lypsy  hlood  ain't  ,ir'"ki'>  hlood.  In  the  old  times  my 
folks  wouldn't  h;ive  nothiir  to  do  with  i;  iiijo  lilood.  Hut 
now  uc'rc  none  of  us  like  that.  'I'lici-e  ain't  no  pure 
hlonds  left  now." 

"  Vet."  said  Lyddnn.  ■•  ynu  and  I  have  come  tofjetlier 
somehow,  liecausc  we  are  male  and  female  as  miicli  as 
for  any  reason,  and  i)cr-anse  it  is  spriii^j-tinic,  and  — 
lian^'  it,  liecaiise  you  and  I  l;a\e  a  irood  deal  in  coninion. 
I  am  in  lo\e  with  you,  and  hecause  I  .am  in  lovc  with 
vo!i.  t!ic  trees  mean  vou,  tlic  wind  nu  aiis  voii,  Wv  wood 
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siimkc  iiH'.'iti^  villi,  till  I'lirv.'  liiM..-n'ii  im;iTi-  von;  :xv,{\  T 
'■■'"  '  -1'  i|)  tor  iiiiii  111  I II  liiiir  vdiii-  1,1-.,  ^  ..,,),  I  viiiir  li;m(l> 
.'iTiil  \iiiii-  kitiil.  pnMv  1  vi«.  ;ni(l  y>\w  llttli  -iKrr  riti^> 
•■"I''  ■'"  till'  111  hi  r  [)!ii  M-'iiH  ii.i  w  liifli.  takt  II  till',  till  r,  mean 
M.nv.- 

S)ic  iii'iili    nil  an-vv  1  I'. 

"Hill  tlii  IT  \',  ill  111  iliiTi  n  iiri-  i.f  !i!iM)i|  Ihtuiin  ii^. 
'''"'■'■  \\  il!  Ill'  ipi  ilil  ii-.  iii^tiiii'K  in  !iii  in  u  hich  vnii  «  ill 
li''>^<  ni)  |iirt:  tin  r, '11  I,,.  Hvit  in  mhi  uiii,!,  I  .Jmll  „,,( 
11  mil  r--tai!il.  ami  t  lial  will  :.iaki  ii-  >t  imiil^i-  tn  r  icli  (itlicr; 
tiicrr  uill  lie  tiiia-,  \\!iiii  vi.ii  uil|  f,  ,  I  I  in  rril  il  v  Iniiclv 
anil  iiiiMiiiili  r-lii...!.  ami  hm,  >  u  In  n  I  mn-t  t'n  |  thr  -ainr. 
l^  I  iial  villi  arr  \iiiir  ^ra  mlt'al  lur  ami  i;rrat-i,M-aii(ifatlitr 
••I'll!  all  I  liiiM-  ila  rk  [)i  ajiic  i.f  vniir-  u  hicli  uamlmil  intn 
I''.n;4lan.l  (Mitiirii's  an'n.  Hr|iin:l  Mir  arr  parM.ii>.  and 
MM'II  >ijiiii'r-.  aiiil  Ndlilii  I's.  aiiii  rlt\   ma i;iiatr^." 

*"  .\  ir  villi  t(  lliii'  iiif  vmi  (Inn't  uant  ti>  marrv  iiicr" 
>.a!.i  Mii-v.  "I  kn<i«>  that.  1{.  siih  s.  voii'ri-  niarricii 
ii'i  I  ailv." 

I'll  tiai--  (Iriiil  in  InriM-,  "I  tnlil  vnii  \i-trnlav 
I  illilirt   car,'.       What   .1.1  all  that  ni;it  1 1  i' -  "" 

Il  has  ifnt  tn  lir  con- idciad.  if  \vc  ir,.|  marriiij." 

Sill'  tiiriii  il  iiiH.n  him  i|ui''kl v. 

"•  Ailam  '       What  aiT  yi.il   ^a  vin"  "" 

"I  'I!- an  il."  hr  >aid  rickli  >>ly.  "  Th.  fr  isn't  anv 
othi  I-  way  mit.  that  I  can  m  r.  \ n\i  ami  I  will  marrv. 
'Hid  wr  hall  hav.'  niia.  lirnun  childi-tn  ami  a  cart  to 
>t()  ,  till  in  it!,  and  ^\^  will  traMl  hm  r  imiv  mad  that 
iv.  !•  was  m  idr.  and  k'  i  p  c'l  ar  of  towns  ami  jjcopU 
\M'  di-likc.  Whin  wi'  uant  to  .top.  wr'll  >tiip,  wlitn  we 
Wan  I  to  i^o  on.  w .  '!!  ^'o  on." 

••  Von'rc  talkin*  a-,  if  you  u  is  diwv."  -aid  she  half- 
laiii^hiii','-.  hall'-rrvin:;'. 

I     till    y.ni    what.    (,';.■    dav    wi  *II    <^,i    to    linmania. 
'I  her.   arc  pt  i>p!c  of  _\  oiir>  there,  and  yorrions  count  r\-." 
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■■  And  will f(">   til'    iiH'iif  V  fo  coiiic  from,'  "  vhc  a^kcil. 

'*'ri|.lt">  inol'r  fli.it  l'\-  Mi)t  til  till  \i)ll.  M\  uitr  is 
lira. I." 

Slic  Inoknl   .it    liilil   inrTi  (hllmi^lv. 

■■  \'iiirrr  l:iu;,rlinii^  ;it  nir.  Adam."' 

"I  -uiMi-  it\  trui.  I  lirani  \r^tirila\.  Aimtliir 
tliiii;;',  I  am  imt  Ad  am  Alluard.  .My  irii'!"  i> 
I,\dd(in."' 

Sill'  ua->  -iliiit  a  mnmciit.  'I'lii  ii  -In-  > aid.  "•  I  liki'S 
Adam  III  >t.  I'm  ^onv  \()ii">r  nut  Adam  Allwiid.  'I'luii 
the  i;a\r!ii;ni-  \-u'i  .attti"  yi)U  r  " 

"  N.it   a--  a  cnmirial."" 

■•  Tlni)  that  wa-<  all  a  faki  r  \  n\\  liokkaiiii  d  the  lot 
(if  11^." 

•Vis." 

'■  IJiit  u  li  V  wa^  \  (111  lyiii'  liv  tin    niad  like  that  r  " 

"  I  ^ot  a  imiiiicnt  id'  di^ic"^*'  ''  f'ri  ji/_v  (if  -ickncss 
at  tlu'  ulidlc  thiiiif.  I  \\a>  ^ick  nl  la\^\ii-  and  ^ci-tiis 
and  l)ra<t  liiu  ^■^.  I  ua<  -(irrv  for  my  uit'c  Thlni^s  wirc^ 
at  a  (had  i  nd.  F  hati  d  luini^  the  -iKa'iv^  }'nl  man.  I 
hatiil  I/indori.  I  >a\v  Midd(nlv  that  I  had  hccn  ddiiiLJ 
till'  thini(>  uhich  tiid  im  doun  cnn^i^ti nt Iv  foi'  viai^s. 
I  mi  ant  to  ^o  doun  to  Huiii'ticmoiit  li  for  the  wick-tnd. 
A  1  I  >a\v  the  I''ort-t.  and  iimijicd  on  a  mad  imy)ul-c.  I 
couldn't  t(  II  you  why.  It  was  .a  inomintarv  niadni>s. 
I'd  lici  II  >li())ini,^  hadly.  'I'hc  thinij  wa^  i!;'>i"i,'  so  fast, 
I  had  an  '.iiicont  rollatilc  (li^irc  to  hap  out.  iii->t  whilr  it 
wa>  dadiing  alonij — jump  out  into  tlic  woods.  It  came 
a^  an  idea  at  first,  thi'H  ^omi-thin^  ^aid.  *  Do  it  !  do  it  !  '  " 

"  Tlun  that  money  you  f^avc-  dad " 

"  I  have  y)I(  nty.      I'.noi'.irh  to  kn  p  u~,  that  is.'' 


'•  "S'ou    shouldn't   hav 


I'    (I  ili(!    iin'    a  I 


not    licin'    .Mlward."    >hi'    .-aid    nIiuvIv, 
diffcn  nt,  look." 

'•  Whv  docs  it  make  it  ditrcrcnt.-  " 


that    about    you 
*■  It     m.ikcs    it 
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■'  ^  '111  I'  lIliT  iiif  Imckalii  IK  .■■11  .ilniii^^  111  ,   tli.il." 

^\     I  }        I'm  I  ti  llil;;^-  Mill   I  Im    t  fiit  Ii  iimu  .'" 
"I'(iv."iii    1    t,,    \.un\\    will  II   y.tw'i,-    t(  lliii'    tri|!!i.-"   sin- 
said    Mlllllll'l  I  \ . 

"'    n  I  -  -ii;  |)i'iM  il.       If,    li'i.l  in  \,  I-  tlidii^lit   (..  clull  In  I 

'•V  lii~  illx  |(i-l||-.  .  'I'lir  IltWs  Hi.il  \i[~.  uit'.-  \\a>  (I.  irj 
^' I  III' 'I  t"  li'  I'  !'->  \i(il  llian  til..  I'hI  lliat  lie  \va^  ri'it 
♦I"    iiial.  r  i(  tnr  >lii-  Iia<l   tliuilLilit    hi'il. 

'■'"'•  it  'n'  I"  lu  -lid.  "('ali't  \<ill  Mr  tliat  Till 
tr,;M  i'nl- •• 

'    '-'a't    f'll    ;;ii\  tl.i!i!>."   slic   v;,;,|.       Jf,  ,•   \ii\^y.  >lii)(ik. 
\\  lial   d'\iiii  want    III  (In  uitli  !!;ir  "*  -he  -aid. 
Ill    I'll.   |m  r  w  I'i-I  .  and  d|-ay^.i|  In  i"  cIdm'. 

'  \'  '"Id  _\"n.""  lie  --aid.  ••  1  want  In  take  vol!  awav. 
til  lia\  ('  _\  (111  ('i;r  mine." 

ril  cniiM  wlUi  \(iii.'"  -Ik  -lid.  and  -t  riii^'i^lcd  >lii,r|itlv 
•'-  III'  !i' I'l  I"  1"  and  ki>-'d  111  r.  TIm  n  -lie  put  hoth  li,r 
anil-  alinut   lil-  in  (  k  and  ki  !<|  kiiii  a  lilt  k-  awav  from  lici'. 

"  Wdlcll'll   Uc   !;■().-  "   -lir   .i-kcd    tillNilv. 

'■  A^  -'I'll!  a^  t  kiv  u  ill  iiiarrv  ii-."* 

^1  <■  '-!iiii'k  krr-i  ir  I'l  V.  and  i''a\c  a  lau'di  tkat  was 
la  a  r  lea  r,-. 

'  Ii  Ik  '!  villi  vr^tt  rdav  no  i^odd  "mi  cnim-  of  nic  an' 
vnii  niarryin".  N'oii'd  alu.iv-  lir  kind  tn  nn  .  I  knaw-, 
hut  -oiiu-  (lav  it  would  !)'■  a  kiiidm  s-  tliat  would  hurt 
wovM-'ii  it'  vol!  wa-  to  lake  a  ko-lit  and  heat  nu'.  What 
>h(iuld  I  do.  olaviii'  the  rawnic  alonirsidc  of  t'ou  ?  " 

"  \'ou  wonldn't  li,.  jikaviiii,'  the  railiiic  We  sliniild 
live  much  a-  u  a  '\  c  !ic(  a  li\  ini,^  now.  (v.a.pt  that  wv  >hoiild 
lie  toifctlic  r." 

"  Thrrt'  voii  ar.'."  ^aid  Marv.  ■-i:^r]i;„rr.  '•  Jf  J  ,]i,| 
niarrv  voii.  hiok.  I'd  like  to  <rn  to  t'a'  race-;  in  whitr 
nioM-  with  a  prdty  drr-^  i  ii  and  .ionlli'v  a.iid  tliat,  in 
'•'II'  "f  tlnni  (av'irla  s.  I'd  like  to  li\i'  in  a  swell  van. 
])ai.|'rd  1  vaiiliful.       I'd  like  to  tia-it  thini  all  at  the  fair-. 
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,uicl  til  In-  tli>  Huiii,,ii_\  rauiiic  witli  lirii-  f,nwiii>  im  iiiv 
tiii;;ri'>.      Ami  \"ii"n-  ii<>t  tli-it  »"it."' 

"Niitluj-    .nr    \iiii.      \'iiu    lci\c     till-    (juii  t     (■  i:u|iiiii,' 
jil.-iri  s,  .iihl    t  lir   It  lit    .il!(l   t  111-    riiuK." 

■■    ^  r^,    ,111'     I      |(l\c  >     ll.c     iitlirr     till).         'I'iii   1,  M     l;c     tlllU  > 

\u;i  II  IM  >v,iii'  !i>  tl.iiici'  .mil  ki  r  jn  1  .1^-  u  it  li  tin  otiu  i>, 
I...1L.- 

"  Mut  l'\r  III  111  tt  llinij;  \iiu  tint.  A>  fur  th  r,irc>v, 
\i  II  ^li:ill  ^(1  to  tilt  :ii  n>  \i:U  llki  ." 

■■  I   I'.itrt."  >lif  -:iiil,  alti  r  .1  -^i!'  iici  . 

'■  \'iiii  wiiiild  cniiif  iwav  Willi  nil,  withmit  In  iii^ 
111  I  nil  il." 

'•  \  (  -."  nIic  -.,11(1.  iHidi  r  111  r  hii.illi. 

"   \  nil   ill  III*  t    kllnW   W  liaf    vol!    lie   -a\  ilii^r." 

■■    I      ilii!        I      (In!        'I'lu  11  "«.      Ill)     III  III      I'll     ^11     V^ltll     lillt 

Mill.  I'll  111  Ir'.ir  and  t'aillit'iil  In  \uii  likr  a>  il'  wc 
u  a-«  inarrit  d."* 

"  \'()U  ^aid  tlif  ntlirr  dav  tliat  \iiiir  t'nlk  NSirrii't  like 
till    iiinni|ii  r>.  t  liat 

"  I     kiiin\-.'*    .>aid     .Ml  ',iti>liiiiij.      '"'rhiv'll    ^cirii 

iiu-.*" 

"Till  II.  dranst  — -•' 

'■  I'd  >(i()iii-r  he  -.canird  liv  IIum  all.  tl'aii  liattd  hy 
\(ill.  ^  llll'd  liatl'  lllr  (.Ilr  d:i\  if  vou  iiiairird  lllr, 
Iniik.  *' 

"  I  ^IiDiiId  )i  itc  nivsilf  il  I  didn't."  lir  said  pa>sii)n- 
attlv.  aiii;-rv  "illi  liini^ilf.  aiiijrv  with  In  i-.  Ili-r  \iry 
ri'^i-taiicr  iif  liiin  111  idf  liiui  f'lir:^,  t  tiiat  lii-  had  (\ir 
tliniinlit  iif  anvtiiiii;;  li'it  nianiaf^i    with  la  r. 

••  Wliat'I!  vou  do.'''  >!ir  a>krd  tiiiiidlv.  afti  r  a  Idul; 
paiiM'. 

"■  I  dnii't  know.       I'vi-  ^nt   In  fliink." 

SIr-  ;j;avc  him  diir  nf  Inr  >\\irt,  ilhnniirit  m;;  -'.iiiKs. 
and  pill  lit  r  hand  un  his. 

•■  Adam,  diar "' 
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I  l'l^l-  Mill  iMMi.  *ii  (\.r  fur  w.iiititi'  111  in.irrv  mh-. 
D'lii"!  Mill  ^.  '  it\  lit  (.111-1  I  l.iM,  Mill  iiKiri'n  tliit 
"li'tt  ■Hint  ,iiiii  tlii\"ll  imII  nil',  iii.ii'.  "ii  tli.if  I  c.irr  uli.it 
ll.l[i|i(  n--  t  n  liic  - 

■*  It  i>  nut  .i|'  |)i  l(ir.  Mill  ~t  riii:,^-.  litll.    witcli *" 

Slic  >\  a-   111  III-    I  I'll-. 

"    I    I'lll-t    J^-IHl."    -Ill     -  ijij    ,it     |,l>t. 

'■  A  rill  111  iii'iiTi  i\v  r 
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'I'm;   >.iiiit.irv    iti>|ii  i  •  n-   li.id    innu  .  .uid    tin-   wniil   \\- u\ 

inlllld    ,11 1  Kill;,''    till'    -i|ll,ltUr>    Hi.lt    fill-   ■•  IroM)    \(ini    |iill,li  " 

li.it  I  a  III  M  1 1,  and  \s.t>  in  t ,,.  luirk  \allt  _v  on  lii>  wav  to  tia' 
li'ill.r^.  In  till-  tu  inkling  (d  .ui  r\r  !  laiNi'  diiMr,  n  w  lio-c 
(Kaidint  >>  (d  liaii"  and  pi  i-on  wntdd  imt  In  ar  in^|)«  cf  ion 
Utl'i-  lill>;lid  (dl'  to  liidi  in  till-  liil-l;t>.  and  liv  tin'  time 
tliat  till-  iii-.|H(tor  iia<liid  the  canip  in  (|U(stinn.  In- 
lotind  only  tla-  niotlur  or  L;iandiiiotli(  r  -.iltin^  alotn- 
ill  the  tint,  innociiit  .and  liii|iiaiinii-.  She  didn't  Know 
wlitrc  tln'  ilia\i~  liad  ,:;nnc  .  no,  not  -!,i-  Imt  tinv  was 
■a,-,  cli-.aii  a>  ^o,a|)  .and  u.itir  could  iii  dvi'  tin  in.  tlioiiijli 
to  buy  a  Iiai"  o|  soap  imant  inont  \-  w  mtid  liid  }'or 
lirc.ad  to  (ill  I  licir  niout  li^.  1 1..    Lord  l.in  u  I 

And  liiddcti  >i(  iii',  ly  in  tliicki  t-  .ind  liushcs  tin  ton/li  - 
liradcd,  filthy  cliildnn.  a-  liialtia  .1-  lit'i  in  tin-  opni 
rouid  iiiakr  till  III.  li^tirnd  ,ind  i;rinnid  until  ,1  cautioii"; 
iTV  tidd  I  111  IP  that  t  he  foa-l  w  'i>  rli  ar  .and  thi-  hoi-o  \  ooi 
iiiil^li  h.ad  pa>-»(l  on. 

Hilt  ('harlot  tc  ( 'iHiprr.  an  ildirly  h.dt'-.ind  liilt' ir\  p>v 
who  h.id  t'alli  II  on  (\il  d.i\>,  u.i-  m  i<  in.  Shr  lad  r\- 
J)i.'ti(i  ,a  f',aiimr">  daiiyhti  r  who  uidid  to  h.ivi  In  r  t'or- 
tuiif  told,  and  111  r  ^r.anddaii^hli  r  l.Nit.  a  ;,'irl  ot'  iiinr. 
w.i>  il.id  ill  .a  clr.in  print  dn  s-.  hi  r  f  i<i-  will  xr'ilihvd. 
Win  n  (  h.ii'lot  tr  had  .a  drinking  lioiit.  I'.Nii  \\a-  ili'^- 
Icctrd  ;  wlun  she  w,a>  •miIu  r  .iirain,  flu-  child  w  a  -  u.i-lnd. 
Charlotte  u.a-  yoiuiy'  >till,  .and  hrr  hody  ;i>  hu.ilthv  .as 
tlioui^h  >hr  tii\cr  touclird  .alcohol.  She  was  ,a  woman 
of  >uch  clr\ii'nrs->  th.at  .although  she  h.ad  .a  pa-^t  \shicli 
fiiil)raci.(l     ,>i  \    ral    hu-hand--- .lU-calK d— -.-)!il-    (ajiild     ^'o 
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ulicrc    -III'    [iIi.'i-mI   aiiil   _\  I  t    ii(\(  r  liiul    aiiv    tr.ivclltr   or 
\  llLii;-!  r    ii.    the    l''nii-t     lo    i]ii-!Mll    nr    -lii^iit    In  1-.      II«r 
(laiiniiti  r-,    I5]'ll.in!;i,(    iiiid    Xut.ti'i.i.    I    id    !)rui    linnii^dit 
u])   >t.  rr.lv    .■iiul    -trlitlv    and    li.td    nianiul    rarlv.      Her 
M)li-     \u  V>-    at'l-aid    nf    lu  l'.    and    cnnt  l-.iHltnl    to    In  r    Mip- 
port    ri'Diii   tiim/  Id  tiinc.      In   -[nti-  ot   that,  and  liir  f\- 
traordlnarv   lacidt\    for  drawni^-  iiionrv   from   tho-c  >lii' 
"  (hd-.ki  n  d  ■■    (>!■    In  ^^l  d    fldMl    -In     ajijnal-id    to    lie    poor, 
and   \ilnn   -In    nioxid   from  camp  to  camp  or  uj)   to  llnj 
.st  rawliirrv  liild>   -In'  Immt  lirr  tint   and  wor'div   p()>-,r-;- 
sion-  on  In  r  hack,  with   the  aid  of  her  orphamd  ;;raiid- 
daii^htir.      Somi'    .-aid    -he    li.id    n.oni_\     hidden    in    the 
(■nth.    -ome    th.it     >he    -pud     .all    -he    h.id    on    diinkim; 
lioiit-;    Imt    lie    th.it    .a>    it    miv.    Ch.ulotie    i-im.iinid    in 
po\ert  V.       She  \^.l-   \\ell    lii.adt    .ami  ll.id  hlue  eVe-.   kei  M  .as 
a   h.auk*>:   hi  r   h.iir  u.a>    -c.irci  l_v    H'rev.      'idie   -ecret    ot 
her    poU(  r   li\    in    the    I'.act    th.at    >!ie    u.a-    >;iid    to   he   a 
ultcii.       l'<ople   in    '{"honievhill    -poke   m    n'Wired   voua-s 
of  hei-.  ;unl  "  i  re  .ifi.-od  to  ri  f;i-e  her.      'I'hev  pointed  out. 
;i  uoin.an  who  had  In  en  in  \  itclnd  liv  hei-.  ;iiid  had  ni\er 
liceii   the  -,uiie  -iiice.      I'idike   m.anv   of   the  i^'vp-n-  .and 
h.aukir    folk.   Chailotte    cmdd    la  ,ad    and    \s'ite.   and    this 
ai!d(d    to    In  r    ]ir.-tii;-e:    .al-o    the    f.aid    that.    e-peciall_v 
wInn    in    drink.    >he   coidil    rokker.   or   t.alk    Kom.iny,    x) 
d,,j)    tli.at    few    could    umler-t.md    !n  r.    in    .addition    to    a 
iiilil,ei-i-h   uhich   some  -.-ud  w.i^  '•  Injun""  and   -onn'   the 
t.alk  •"  -he'd  picked  up  from  furriiurs."" 

She  w.as  (lillicult  to  undei--tand  e\en  in  V'.nu-li-h.  for 
-he  -poke  (haikl;-  and  i-.ipidlv.  ih  ;dt  in  hidden  lUeanin^iJ^s 
.■iiid  p.ai-.diles.  :iiid  if  >he  uidnd.  invetited  words  and 
phi-a-e  .  inti  ndi  il  to  my>t  ifv  hei-  hearer. 

'I'he  in-pietor.  Iniiit -t  m.in,  w.a-  not  .if'i-.aid  of  her. 
1,11!  he  ha.l  a  -1  n-e  of  liunniui'.  and  Ch-.rlotte  kinw  it. 
•and  ^he  m.ade  it  Ihv  hu-iin -s  to  r;  t.ail  c.au-tic  .anec- 
dotes and  entertain   him   wiih    the  p).>-ip  of  the  \ili.>ii;e 
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for  a  \s!nlo  so  a-  tn  ulnrillc  tnlinrcn  iiiit   of  liini  for  lu'* 

lllu'ki  lU'il    pipe.        I'.Imc    ^tiiDil    1)_V    with    li<  1-     I'll  cklnl    I'.UV 

all  siiiiliiiL^  Ht  r  t'atlii  I'.  Cliarlntli'^  -nn.  had  inarriMl 
a  Scotch  tinker  uomaii  in  thi  hop-li'  Id-,  and  >hc  >hovvr(l 
I.I  r  liiiitiK:  hloiid  \u  hi  r  -  indy  h  ur  ami  hrnad  chi  i  k- 
Ijimio. 

The  tiihacco  \i;i^  tori hcoiiiini^.  the  lioro  \i)oi  nm-li 
u<  nt  on  hi-  ua_v,  and  (  h  irhit  tc  thatikid  her  >tar-  tliat 
he  had  not  niaih'  hi>  \i-d  thewiek  liifore.  She  was  sate 
for  Millie  tiiiii.  and  in  a  ^ood  tiiiiper.  which  eveii  the 
tailiire  III'  the  l'aiiiier*>  (hiii<.diter  to  app.  m,  fVr  the  proiii- 
i-i  d  loftuni  tellmn'  da!  not  aliate.  Sh  m  nt  l',k-ie  oil' 
into  the  \illaL;e  Inr  hall'-a  pound  ol'  tea.  and  a  loaf,  and 
sat  1)V  lur-i  ll  m  tlie  teiit  ot  rai,'-  and  p  ilclu  >  she  owned, 
Miiokin^r  and  chiickline"  to  her>eit'. 

'I'here  w  a>  a  >tep  out-ide. 

The  (,Id  uonian  a-^inaed  a  li-teniiiLi;  attitude,  her  eyes 
hardened  wit  h  at  triit  ion. 

"■  (oiiR  in.  CI /I  lie  in  !  *"  -lie  .-aid.  "  That's  no  ,i,'an  jo  -tip 
I  liear-  eomi'  in.  .Miry  -laiiu-.  and  he-li  .day.  I'm- 
Inn  e\pi  ct  in"  of  you  t'or  three  nielit>."' 

.Marv  he>it,atid.  (hai'lotte  Cooper  W.l-  lookid  down 
upon  with  ,-iorn  hv  Inr  re-piat.i!;!e  .lunt-,  though  tiny 
took  care  not  to  oll\  nd  her.  (  h.irloite  h.id  jo-t  c.i-ti  , 
■-he  ruled  l»v  iear,  .-he  had  t!ie  taint  id'  the  ^aoi  on 
her. 

••('oiiie  in.  iiiv  darline'."*  -aid  Charlotte.  "  l"d-ie'.s 
e-oiie  up  to  the  liuiidi^'-i  a  iiniiiite;  you  cinildirt  hi\e 
cho-eii  a  hettir  time.  The  lioro  yoni  imi-h  w.i-  /pist 
hen.  lUid  ;i  fine  t  dk  we\e  hill  ha\  ai*.  ^'oIlr  n.'im.  wa.s 
mentioned,  mv  dar]ini>;.  '  Wdio".-  tlii-  that  Mary  .lames 
have  took  up  with.'"  -ays  lie.  '  l<  it  .1  rye?'  siiy.s  he; 
'  I  ahvav.-  (omi  s  to  vou.  Ch.ailotti,  I'or  <,^o-sip.'  says  he, 
l.iu^-hin".      *  I   know-   nothin"  of  M.ary  .I.amc-"s  hu-iness,' 

S;U  -     I.        '    I      lleVel'     OJ)i  11-     me     llioutll     OU     otl.r     J)!  o|>le"i 
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l)ll>iuC>S,'     sa_\-     I.         '    It'     1     ilid,     |)rn|)'rM     C'.'lll     IMf     il     fl)ol 

iIl^ti(l  ol   till-  dIiI  ('Iio\  ili  nin.''  .>;iv-  1."' 

Slir  |.all..l  111  ciuMcl  \\\>^.  ■•  "I'li.it*.  uli.a  n-cls  most, 
f()lk>  int..  ti-dulilr,  Marv  ,1.1111.-.  Dmi't  _v.)ii  I'.r^nt  it." 
With  that  .-he  iiiadf  a  i{al).lai-iaii  alhi-Iini  in  Koniany, 
hut  til.'  /jokf  was  SI)  u.irn  tliat  she  ilid  not  wait  tor 
upplaii-.'.  ••  lla\f  a  hit  .>!'  t.'haico,"  >lic  a.l.li.i  in  the 
.sanii-  ton,mif. 

.Marv  acci  ptiil.  an-l  h.^an   to  I'.ill   h.  f-.lf  a  (■il,^aI■(■t  tf. 

*'  What  von  coiiir  anil  ■>.  .•  nu'  ahout  :  '"  a-kc!  (  hai-l.itte 
snddiiilv.  Icanini;-  toiuard  and  fixing;  ht  r  kirn  liliic  <vi-' 
on  Marv'-.  "  ^'ou  can't  t.  11  nif  \ou  havtii't  I'oiin.'  to  mc 
inc.  I'w  h.aid  vou  i  .laiin"  thi>  tlin.'  i\inin'-,  v.ith  a 
(IM.-tion  on  vour  lip-.  1-  i'  aliout  that  r;.  that 
iov.s    von.-       D'viai    want    thr   okl    (■lio\ihann    ^n     nikkcr 

vou!'  "' 

.Marv'-  liu-  v..  If  ilr\.  'l'\\v  \M,:nan  wore  In  i"  most 
tcrrit'vini;-  .aih'. -miui.  W'a-  -he  ah.'ut  to  he  cursed.' 
Charlotte  li.'uan  to  talk  to  her-. If  in  the  lan^uarre  that 
was  neither  Komanv  nor  I'.n^'li-h.  an.l  Marv  -at  still, 
lialf  wi-hiiiLi'  that  h.'.'  Ie,u-  \u>n\i[  earrv  her  from  the 
tent,  lint  cartain  that  with  ilio.-'  uncanny  tihie  I'Ves 
upon  her  -he  woul.l  not  haxe  thi-  pow.r  to  ni.)<e. 

'•  What'll  vou  i^iv.  nie  if  I  .lukk.  r  you  r  "" 

Marv  reached  in  her  skirt  for  a  I.  ath.  r  purse,  hut 
the  wit.'h  put  .an  h.  r  liand  and  -t.)pp.(l  h.  r  rou:;h'y. 
'•  1  doji't  take  moil,  v  fr.im  dark  hlood."  -h.  -.'iil.  "I 
takes  m.inev  from  the  i;au_io-.  hut  no  moriry  fi-om  own 
Ixi.i.  I  i:-i\.-  lii  -  to  thr  i:'an,io-.  hut  lo  you.  my  ^irl.  I 
sh.dl  i;i\e  the  i:u.'  dookeriheii.  th.'  l\.>niany  -.'r.'.  ry.  like 
vour  n  raiou'  u-.   1  t  .>  mak.'. 

>•  I,  it  hv  cai-.l-r"  -aid  .^^ary,  fni.linq:  In  r  loni,nie  at 
l.neth. 

••  liv  canl-I"  Ch.arl.'tle  Coop,  r  scr.ann.l.  and  fixed 
liiT   aeain    with    her   i^vi  <.      "A   line    wh'ke.l    ol.l    I'hovi- 
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lian!i  Vdii  tliink  I  Mill!  Cii-iU!  ICi  kls.  I-,  iiiv  cliai 
I)(\ir>  uork  tlicv  arc.  ^'oiiM  likr  tin-  Drvij  to  c<<\uv  .iikI 
takr  iiic.  ril  k'tv.  NiAcr  villi  liimh  (aril-.I  M\  po.ir 
>i>ti  r  I,c'.'i!i,  that  tliid  at'iU'c  i\ir  vnii  ua,  limn,  -lie 
(lukkircd  witli  canN.  .nul  liiii  -he  ui-lu,!  -ImM  nr\cr 
tniichrd  thciii  wlini  -Ik-  l.iy  \\u\<j;  i)\rv  ai;-alii-t  H. -luli,  u 
KaiN.  Ni)!)i'il_v  ua-  with  hi  i-  hut  iiic,  .-.nd  nil'  1  -ml 
(nr  till'  par-nil.  '  ('(muc  (|iiick:  iiiv  onlv  -i-ti  r  i>  dviii'.' 
1  >a_v-,  'anil  -hr  cnn't  ijo.  i''ii,diilir  and  -t  riii^^nh'ir  >hf 
i>.'  I  >a_v-.  •  hilt  >h'  cairt  ^mi,"  JIc  cnnii  uith  im  .  and  >() 
-I'liii  a^  hi-  put-  !u'-  iin-c-  i/i-id-  'hi  t-m,  '  1  -;ii.  !1  -ulphur,* 
he  -a_v-.  "Sulpliurl"  The  re  it  w  a-,  and  -h.-  1  viu"  t  hrr.' 
ill  fhi-  tan  fii^-htin'  u  ith  -ihim  t  iiin"  1  "  ( 'harlntti-.'  -he  -av> 
t"  111!-.  '  frt(-li  iiic  r-iiiL;--.  and  !Mi-  hroiu-',!  -,  and  nii-  i)an:^]i'-,, 
and  \vi)()-ci-  thiiii  into  thr  (iri  '"  l-'inc  t'awnii-  -hi-  had, 
too,  my  (k-irliiiif.  hcaii'it'ul  -ih.ir  t'auiiii-.  tlii(-k  and 
prti'ioii-.  Into  the  tin-  I  thro\'.-  thnii,  t  \t  rv  one 
*  T.hrow  in  niv  chithi-."  ,-a_\  -  .-hi-.  Into  thr  voi,^  thi-v 
^•ois,  and  a  tiru-  smoke  tht_v  madf.  'i'hi.rc-  -he  ua-.  -till 
flight  in*,  and  the  })ar,-on  >at  thi-rc,  friixiiti md  he  \va-, 
hut.  not  a.  pravt-r  could  he  i^v\  out.  'I'hi  n  I  t"t  tdii  s 
out  the  rards.  She  -en  am-  liori-ihj.-.  *  In  t  In  v  ijocs,' 
I  said,  and  in  I  |)ut-  them.  One  ilic>  awav.  It  was 
till-  .\--  <.-f  Spade-.  'Hire's  de  little  i^n-ntjeiiian  uhatV- 
liiii  the  ruin  I.I*  yo'i."  1  >a\-.  and  hold-  him  up.  'In 
eiies  m_v  hlack  o-tiitleiiian  into  the  \-oi^-."  "' 

Charlotte  came   to  a    [lau-e.  dramatic-,   Inr  hlue   evt- 
filled  with  white  fin-. 

-Mirv  li-ttned,  ti'an-fi\(d  uiih  horror. 

" 'i1iat  Ua-  what  did  if,  my  darlin";.  She  cried  for 
.P'.v.  *1  -11-  hea\in,"  -he  -ay-,  and  up  -he  l:i  I -,  a.nd 
into  her  -hoes,  aiid  he<i'iiis  to  dance.  She  died  h appv. 
Ali,  don't  _\ou  ne\er  diikki-r  uii.'i  card-,  mv 
darlinir:  it'-  t!ie  H.  n:^-  and  you  and  I  know  uho  th.at 
is,  don't  We,  mv  Komanv  raklii"  " 
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'•  I  won't  bf  (lukkiTLil  ;it  all;"  >ai(l  Mary,  findin^^  li.r 

bu-kv    VOUIl^'    voice. 

'•  nil  _V(  >.  vnii  ulli.  my  (Lii-liii;;.  ^'oll  will  l)c  dukki'ini!, 
hrcui^r  \oii  want  to  know  uliat  will  luconu'  of  you 
anil  that  lioio  rye  oi'  yourn.  I  >"n  you  in  his  anii> — 
no.  vou  nMcin't  look  li"kc  that;  IM  no  call  to  move  from 
thi-"v<  r  oM  iui  of  mint-  to  >rc  w  hat  you  hiii  doin'.  ^  ^  on 
n.cl"  a  lit:  you  lu cd  a  hit  of  j)apir  what'>  r,roin"  to 
hrin^f  vou  love  and  dinn  lit-,  an*  cha\i>  and  a  jrold  ^ln<,^" 

'•  I  don't  want  to  ha\i'  no  ^old  rln^%"  -aid  .Mary 
under  her  hn  a*^h. 

*•  \'r^.  \(ui  do.  ihai.  \oii  do.  ^'ou  don't  wanter 
hr  xarmd  and  diMJiiiaii!  hy  i\cry  one  You  don't 
want  them  to  call  \oii  Inhhcny.  ^'ou  don't  want  *iiii  to 
sav  i)i1ii!id  th.  ir  hand-,  •  Tli.  r."-  a  rakli  what  tics  up  to 
anv  hu-li.'  ^■ou■>■.•  proud,  iiiy  '  .ric.  and  it's  pride 
that'-   -laniiin'    in  your   way.      V  mother'-    fcdk   was 

ah>  a  vs  proud." 

Marv"-  -oft  hrown  t  ye-  w,  re  as  frightened  as  a  dttr'.-. 
She  let  the  w  itch-wduiaii  take  her  hand-.  Charlotte 
olanced  .'.t   them,  hut   k(  pt   her  i;aze  lixed  on  the  yoiMii; 

nirl'-  f.ace. 

•• 'riuiv's  adders  on  your  jiath,  my  darlini;,"  she 
said  in  a  low,  hoar-e  voi(c.  '"  Vou  need-  a  lil  to  pro- 
tict  vour-(If.  ril  make  you  one  .\  h:t  of  -ilver^I 
need-  for  that,  not  liMMu-e  I  want-  your  iioney  for  I'll 
dukker  you  for  nothln'.  hut  -ilvcr  i-  mooi,'s  colour,  and 
help-  it  to  work.  A  trin.^ru-h.  a.  -hillinc'.  will  work  it, 
mv  darlintr-"  ^^'^'  s^ninh  t  eye--  watched  the  y-irl's  liaml 
i„"!o  her  -dxirt  and  the  -ilver  piece  extracted  from  the 
1.  atlu  r  pur-e.  She  reeeivid  the  -hillinii;.  spat  upon  it, 
and  tra!r-ferre<l  it  to  her  own  raix^-ed  -kirt.  "  It's  not 
for  dukkerin'  you.  hut  for  the  lil."  -he  n  peated.  and 
u^ain  .-he  ^'a/ed  at  the  nirl's  hands  and  face. 

"  There'ii    one    adder    vou    never    >ei  n    yet.      It's    a 
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wdiii.iii.  Slii\  liidin".  If-  H  ^^uu,ii  woiiiiti.  Vou  ro- 
iiKiiil)Li-  that.  ii;_v  (l.irliiiu.  uid  -trp  (iiit  ot"  Ik  r  ])atli. 
V()U*>f  l)ani  to  Ix'  rirli  and  lucky,  a  ratiiiii  yniril  !)(.■, 
iiiv  (lai-liiT,  uitli  (li!iiiiit>  on  your  tiii^(  i-.  \  mi'll  -tip 
into  (lead  folk-"  -lioe-s.  my  dt'iir.  -<  f  if  _\iii;  dmi't  and 
tlnvll  cai  r\  VDii  over  many  a  drum  (  mad  ) .  Tin  r<  '-  -omt' 
fn!u!)lc  afore  vou.  hut  if  you  h-ttn-  to  nu  and  canii  > 
aliout  thi  hi  I'll  makf  you.  you  (an  couk  thidii:,di  it  all, 
and  have  a  -milin'  t'a(  f  at  the  end.  \'ou"ll  in  \rr  !)»•  cimi- 
tint  with  the  <'ral)trie  uliil'  the  orchard'-  afon  you. 
Don't  vou  uo  pickin*  the  (  rah-,  my  darlinj;.  \'c-.  tin  re's 
trouhle  hlac'k  afore  you,  hut  I  think  your  luck'll  cany 
you  through." 

il  ••  •  ve^  cloud(d  over,  as  if  villi  a  mi-t,  and  -he 
hei^an  -ime  of  In  r  oihh.  ridi  a^-ait!.  Mary  heM-.m  to 
draw  her  hand-  away  a^ain.  Init  they  were  i  hit  chid 
ti-ht. 

"Do  you  .sie  me  throu^li  tlic  trouhle,  Charlotte?  " 
-he  a-ked. 

The  fin^jers  round  her-  rclaxtd.  and  Charlotte's  eyes 
luiame  hri^ht  a^'ain. 

"You  sliouldn't  havi^  -poki  ,"  -lie  -aid.  "I  was  ju-t 
(ToiiT  to  S(e  soinethi..'  for  you.  Now  it'-  i^orie.  i  can't 
Tell  vou  wh;it  the  end  id"  it'll  h.  ,  hut  I'd  do  my  Ix  -t  for 
vou.      I'll  lu-in;.:  you  the  lil  to-imu-riiw." 

"  Don't  vou  let  aunt  -i  e."  -aid  Mary. 

•'  Kekker,  chai.  Do  you  think  the  old  chovlhauir- 
;i  diiin'      I  d  m't  know  if  you'll  sei'  me  titlu  r.      'I'lure's 

wavs "      ll(r  li;,dit  him    eyes  o-hamed  my-terioudy. 

TIk  II  she  ;i-ked  ahruptly  — 

"Vou  ^oin'  up  country  this  year?" 

"  I  ilon't  know."  s.aid  .M.iry. 

"  "S'om'U  -tay  with  that  rye  of  yourn.  perhap-." 

Marv  ilu-lud.      "  I  don't  know,"  -he  -aid. 

"Don't  '.oil  fiar,  niv  darling,  Tin  not  i^oin'  to  open 
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II! V   iiKiiilli.      'I'liiTc   u,i>    H    vyi-   .iltrr    UK    (mcf.      C'r.'izv 

for  inr.  lie  U;i-.  (ioM  .111(1  dillHIiK  lie  lllHllJ  a!  lllr,  and 
IH'\(I'  iili-t   ;^nt    a   cllniiliK  I". 

.Marv  ^M/((l  at  licf.  'I'Ik  Ir  wmt  talcs  of  a  trai,'t(ly 
in  Cliarlot  ti's  early  lil'r.  Ilcr  r-iMpailt-  and  sini>t(  r 
n  piitatioii  liad  all  coiiir  aflir  tlir  iintiiiirly  death  of 
her  fir>l  hii-liariil.  to  whom  -lu  hid  hef  ti  faithful:  lur 
onlv  len-jtiihate  -poiix'.  as  ;,'|)^-ip  had  if. 

IJiil  I'd-ie  \\a-  III  aid  a i)|)roachiTi^-  throii:,di  thehu^he-. 
anil  Marv  leapt  up.  She  did  not  w.itit  it  known  that 
she  had  vi-lted  (harhill.  Cnopvr.  :in(l  --he  knew  that  -^he 
could  i.lv  on  the  witch"-  -ileiice.  She  di-apjieared 
l-oiind  l':e  hll-l.es  h;  fol'i  the  child's  hroad,  freckled  face 
\v;is  in  -iu'lit. 


(  n.\r'i'i:i{  xvi 

Lvniiov  (•;imc  h.icl.  \n  flir  l,rit  tic  m  \l  il.iy.  uhicli  was 
the  'la  V  \\})ni\  «  lilcli  Marv  I  ml  paid  In  r  vi-it  to  Cliarlottc 
('o(i|)(  I-,  to  hear  tlic  •-ouikI  of  -iiitjiiiu-.  Hf  <,ni( -^rd  it 
to  lie  Marv"<  \oici'.  t!i(iULi,li  -he  wa-  iluav>  -liy  of  1.  Itini,' 
Iiiiii  li.ai-  iirr  ^iiiij::.  It  ua>  a  sunt  voice.  ;i  little  liuskv 
liki-  licr  -pe:ikiii<;  voice,  and  tie  tune  -Iw  viiii,'  to  was 
initior.  He  caiiie  mar,  i:io\iii'^'  carefiilly.  He  liad 
ini>>ed  tile  earlier  versi-s  e\  ;<!eiit  l_v.  for  tlii>  ua>  «!iat 
-ln'  wa>  siiie-inej — 


i 


u 


W  ii.  n   -111'   r.  .i<!i.-  1   i.y  lil-  L.  .l-i.I''. 
Slir    '.xu].    ■  \i)iin^   nnin.    vmu'ii'    .lyiii',' 
Aii'i  uli'ii   -li"  r.nclii'il  li.v   lii'  !k.M.1.'._  ^ 

She     -.li.l.     ■   V'llill;^'     llKlll.     \ciu're     ilxill'.' 

'  V..II   l.^.ik   all    at    my   fe.'t, 

^'.iii    -.■'I'    a    li  i-iii    -t  111  llii' 

With   line   clear   j.iiit   <•]'   my  ewii   li.ait'-   lil.:u(l 

Wliirli    1    -he.)   I'ev  yin.  I'.aii.na    11.  I.ai. 

With    Mil.'    rl.av    pint    Ml    my   mnmi    lii-ut'-    lili.ud 

Wiiirj,    I    -lir.l    iMi-  ;.e,i.   i'.arhaia    ll.l.  n. 

And    veil    leek    all    at     ni>     li.a.l. 

Ynu'li    -■!'  a    wa'rli   a  !iaii;.'iti". 

lt'~  a   ~il\tr  w.iteli   with   a   ;."il>!'ti  chain. 

It"-  fur  \eu.  ilcir  r.arli.irn   Ildcn. 

It's   11   -ih.r   witch  with   :i   L'eM.ii  chain. 

It's  fer  yn\.  ihar   iiaihira   llchii.' 

The  mere  -li..  l.ieke,!.  the  more  she  lnn;.'hcil, 
'Hie   further  -he  .Irawc.l   fr.>tii  liiiti. 
Ami  all  file  pcu'lc  pricl.  '  For  sluinio. 
lianl  h.Mrtc<l   Harh.irn    Helen.  Heidi.' 
Atui  all  tlie  |ico|.l.>  pri<Ml.  '  per  s^huiiie, 
11, ird  heart. .(1   r.arh.ua   llelcll.' 
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\-    (    w.ii  yniii'  across  till'  fi<)ils, 

1  iii'  |iil|-<   stiiii'k  iMit   a-ldllin'. 

Allil    nil    llic    tllllr   tli'-\-    «*1M|IH<1    to  snv, 

'  llar.l  li<:irt..l    I5iirl.:rrii   II.  1.  ri,   IJ.l.n.' 

Ami   all    till-  tiiiH'   tlii'V   sccmcil   to  f^ay, 

'  Hard  Ii.Mrt.,)    I'.arl.ani   ll.l.ii.' 

SIk-  hadn't    ii'<t  a    iiiilc  (ir  (wo 

Slif  saw   till-  cnrii^c  a  coiiiin". 

'  ^'ou  |iiit   liiiii  iliiNMi,  my  fiHir  ytninf:  mm  ti, 

I  lilt    I    may  j.':i/<'  iiihii  tiim. 

^lln   put    him  (luwii.  my  Ii'iir  Mninu'  im  ii. 

'Iliat    i   tiiiy  gazi'  ii|»iM  Mm. 

You  po  ticmi-  anil  maki'  my  Im'iI, 
Anil  iriakf  it  loiip  an<l  narrow. 
My  (riic  love  died  for  mc  to-day, 
I'll  dii-   for  liim   tn-niorrow. 
My  true  Io\i'  died  fur  me  to-day. 
I'll    di''    fur    liiiii    t'l  irinrriiw.'  " 


lie  cimc  tn  the  c  nh'.illii-  n|'  t!,f  lilil.  MIliI  ^;lW  111"' 
rcascdi  III'  Ik  r  -inn-ini^.  In  Ik  r  :inn^  -l-c  lirhl  -i  l)l;ick- 
liaircd  lialiv.  uho  stirnd  .mil  lialf  optnril  -1((  pv  i  V(^  at 
ln-r  -nili!(  n  !,ii)\  cna  lit  w !(  ri  ->l,r  ^  iw  l,\ ddini. 

"  S-li  I '"  \M  lit  ]\iV  lip>.  III  warniiiiT  td  l.vdildti,  .and 
^lir  rncktd  ntritl\'  liack\'>  .i  rd^  and  for'A  .ird-  a-  ->l,c  ^it 
oil  llii'  uraiind  until  the  int'int  u;i>  t'a-l  a-li  i  p.  Tin  ii 
slic  Laid  l,iin  dawn  on  I  \d(l(in'->  lud,  .aihl  tlinw  Minic 
saii-ay'is  inti'  llir  pan. 

Ill'  I'litrrtd  in  -niiii'  (■iii!i.arr.a--ini  lit.  It  u  ■•  t!ic  fi!■^^ 
tiliH-  tli.lt  -111'  ll.ld  cnini'  info  111-  tiiit  -inci'  tin  d.iv  ot  tilt' 
Iin'li,-, 

"  It*-  ;iu  ii';!i(."  -aid  Marv.  '"  \\i'<  off  innv.  .and  wlaii 
la  "-  oil"  lii'd  -Kip  tlirouiili  .an\  iliiiik."' 

••  Wliosi'  li.div  i-  it  .-  " 

"  l'ri--v's.  Slic"\('  i;'ot  .'I  pl.u  r  in  In  r  !ii'i;i-t,  and 
fla-   doctor    liavi-    told    lua-    -lu'-    to    wi.in    liim.      I    .'pi-t 


oivi  n   I'ii'i    hi-   hoftir    -till  re   it    i- ! 


Ill'    |(  rki  (I   o\rr 


In  a-    -l.niiltK  I',    .a-    -In-    w.a-    lioldi'iir    tkr    frvlnix  )ian    in 
onr  Iniid  ;i!iil  a  tork  in  tkr  otln  r.      "  I  promi-id   l'n--y 
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IM    look   .ift.r   liiiii    \v!iiK     -1h     \\.i>   (iiil.       I    lirini^'id   liiiii 
Ik  r.  .  -i)'~  1  ( (.iild  do  \i)iir  -iil'i"'  r." 

llir  tone  \v  i>  >ii  cniil  Mill  111. ittt  r-of  lilt  tliat  it 
forh.idt   ,itiv  ti  mil  iihn^. 

"I  tliDiii^d.f  \nu  \M  n  v't  c\ir  coniiiii,'  :\l'':u,"  lir 
^.lid. 

••  W.IK  >nu    tlinllMM    stupid. " 

J  If  \\;i>  puz/ImI  .it  lit  r  di  lilirratf  nmi^Iinos.  Wa-. 
it  to  coiiiiti  ili.-daiK  I  111-  ((Hiiiiii;  to  tjir  tint,  tin  iii- 
stiiictivf  wltlidraua!  uliicli  l'()ll()\s>  an  a(K  una  witli  a 
\\  oinaii ': 

1  If  put  lii-  Iiaiiii  in  lii-  pocki  t . 

■•  1  am  i,dail  vmi  cam.',"'  said  lie  *'  H('caii>c.  unk'-s 
Vdii  had  I  till  a  patriii  outbid,'  Ik  ii  .  I  sluni'idirt  have 
imri  aide  to  ><  f  \  uii  alonr  to-nigl.t.  I  liad  a  piic.l 
ti'iiiii  London  today. 

He  took  out  a  >iiiail  p  icki  t. 

*•  I  -lilt  to  inv  li  inki  1  -  for  tlii>." 

SIk'  lookid  at  it  turioudy,  and  tui-nMJ  the  -aii<ai;i'S 
o\(  r  with  tlif  lork. 

••  I  am  ni'l  tjoiiii;-  to  m-Im    it  to  you  till  at'ti  r  >iipp(  r."" 

"I  can't  iiidc  foi-  Mipiirr.  1  14-ot  to  'j:<  \  the  haliy 
hack." 

lie  made  no  nioindir,  hut  >at  (iniri  :  ini;  tlii'  packet 
and  looking,  inio  the  fire  Shr  wa-  cliild  i  noii^h  to  let 
111  r  curiosity  o\crcoinr  her.  niini^dcd  udh  .a  littk  >lia!iu- 
for  haxini;  tnatiii  him  ><'  cavalierly. 

"  What   i-  it.  Ad.im.-  " 

"  Wilt  n   the  >aU'an(-   are   finished   you   lan   i  )ine   and 

SCO. 

"  Thev'se  hrouri  ermuyh  now."' 

She  t'orked  thr:n  on  to  ;i  di-!i  and  ^t  it  down  !ie>ide 
her. 

ir    pii-ht  d  till  m  aside. 

'•  That's  where  I  wa.nt:  vou  to  -^it." 
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Slir  >iiiT( ml' ii  (I  iMipiiNiM  l\ .  .iiiil.  -i.itiiiL!;  Ill  r»i  If 
In  »i(ir  liiiii.  Iliiii:,^  111  r  .1  nii~  riiiiiul  In-  nick. 

"Oil,   iii\    ili.irl      Oil.   niv    iiiii~!!!      I   dn   1m\c    v<iii.       I 

knnis     \iill,    I     I,  i)!ii^     \(il|.         I    ijnli't     tlilllk    of    Illltlllllk    (1~(' 

all  till-  ili.ir  III. --1(1  iliv  liiit  y>\\.  l\\  hikIi'  a  fnnj  uf 
rill-." 

Al^iiii  l!ir  (li//\my  iiiniiii|il,  .ii;m:ii  tlic  iiia<liii^>  of 
III!  (I  iii^  !i|i>  and  (111  (  k-.  laid  a^jaiii-^t  i  aili  nt  hi  r,  a<;ai(i  t  lie 
\\  ill!   I'lHili-liiji  -^  uf  I'lM  l'>'   talk. 

At  la>t.  paitialK  ^nlHCid.  >lii-  uiUidnw  Inrxlf. 
'•  \Vliat\   l!ir  little  par--  I.   Adam-  " 

"   Sniiirt  iiltl!,''    fill'   \  nil.   II I  \'   d(  ai-ist  .'" 

Sill-  ()|it  111  d  il  uitli  fitii;ir>  uliicli  ^lill  tniiihlrd  uith 
liap|i\  (!M(it|nn.  Wltliiti  \\as  a  little  Wiindrll  l)ii\,  and 
uitliin  tliat.  aeani.  a  small  liatlitr  ca-c  She  upi  in  d 
it.  W'itliiii  \M  I'r  tun  rini,^--.  ()nr  fla-lii(i  and  L,ditt.|-(d 
likr  di  w  (in  an  .Xii^ii^t  iiKiiTiiiii;-.  and  --lii  pounced  on 
ili.it   fir.t. 

'•  .\  I'aunie'  Oil.  .\dim.  .lin't  it  pr.ttyl  .My  dear 
T.ord.  how  itdo^liiiie!  'riiev'i'e  not  n  al  oik  <,  tlii'  t.-itclio 
har^.--' 

I  II  r  tone  w  .!>  .almost  au((l. 

'"  ^  es.  tliev're  Iial  (li.amond--.  It  \^a^  mv  niot!iel''s 
riiitf.  and  Ik  i-  iiiiitliei\  In  fore  Ik  r.  I  want  you  to  \V(  ar 
it  .and  I.'  ep  it."* 

Ill  1"  ,afiii»  Were  .ilioiit  Ills  nick  an'.iin.  li.alf  liiin'liin!^ 
and  (I'xini^.  "  (  )li,  Adam!  ()li.  voii  lile-xd  diniilo 
niii^li  I  Oil.  mv  dear!  \n[\  mii^tn't  lie  ,:;i\in"  me  your 
l.'id\'  niotlK  r's  lini:;." 

"'riieiu's  no  one  in  tin-  world  I  want  to  wear  it 
liiore." 

*•  .An  I  wli.it  would  llie  folk-  s.ay  when  they  s.iw  a 
tra\(lli'i"  i;ii'l  like  me  witii  diiiKnt-  on  her  fiiii^er?  Tlii' 
i.;'.';\  i:ui-1k -^  uoidd  lie  w.antin"  to  hi  iii<  ."*  She  tiU'iKii 
and  ^lipped   it    on   In  r  Iiroun  hand,   tuniinij  it    this  way 
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and   tli;il.   ^n   lliat    tl;r   -Inii   -.  ^liHriMl    iiid   ^pirUid.       It 

(ll(i  lonk    illciilii^lllDU^  (HI   l;<  1"  lil(>\\II    ll.llld   111  -nh     III"'   ■'lisi  r 

nil  if*,   iiid  \  1  t  III    hki  d  t  (I  Ml   it  t  Ih  I'l . 

••  II  (Id  jiiok  lii\(  l\ ."'  «-!if  ^IlcIk  d.  I  ii.iiiKUiiul  (it   it. 
■•  'I'lu  II  k(  1  j)  it.  ikirliii;;."' 
••  I  cairi.*' 

*•  H((';ni-c  I  i^k  \iiii.  .Iii-l  t(i  ui,ii-  tlic  liiii,'!  r  >m(i(.tli 
f(ir  tlii>  nm  ."  ill  t.Mik  III  r  liiiid  and  tran-l\rnd  the 
riiiir  t(i  III  !■  k  ft  hand,  and  thiii  hid  tin  ntliir  riiiL,'  <'ii 
iiir  jialiii. 

It    ua>  fit"  I'liin    ^iild. 

'•  II  ■>  a  iiiarriaL;v  riiii,'."'  -aid  Mai'v  Iiii-kilv. 

"  It  i>  to  u  1  .1  r  111  -idc  t  lii-  \\  111  n  "f  •■iic  .iiarrii d.* 

••  I'm    tiild  Villi  tkat  III  iMV  vmi  '  wmi't."" 

••  Hut  Villi  .III-  i,^('iM'_,f  to,  all  till  aiiir.  I",Mn  if  I  lia\c 
to  canv  vol!  to  cliiinh  liv  t'orci  .  tlir  -aiiir  a  l*ii>-y  uas 
takiii  to  111  r  inan'--  tint." 

II, T  rvi  -  uirc  \rilid  111  liliid  tlif  lid-  for  tlic  nimiuiit, 
,'ind  >lu'  flil-lird.  Till'  idi  .1  of  force  appialtil  to  -iiiiic- 
tliino-  that  w.i>  |)iiniili\r  in  !n  r. 

Hut  he  liiadr  thr  iiii>taki   of  })]■   ulini^r  .iir.iin. 

"  Marv.  voii  w  ill.'  "" 

"  I  can't.'" 

•• 'I'lit  n    voii   arc  afraid   that    you   won't   care   for  me 

al\vay>. 

*•  Voii  know  it  i-n't  lliat."  -lii-  -.lid  p  is-ionati  ly.  ''  I 
-hall  III  vcr  think  of  noliody  Init  you." 

"  'riiin  you  slitill  marry  iiic  if  ymi  want  to  or  not." 

Till-  was  better.  The  tnnptation  was  stroiii,^er  than 
.she  c-ould  lic.ir. 

She  -.d   >till,  lookinL,^  idly  .at   hi  r  h.and-. 

"When,  when?  "  he  >aid.  ^MMppiii!,'  thini. 

.\  hiir  tear  spl.a-hed  do«n  on  hi>  hmd.  and  then  -lie 
Inoknl  up  at  him  wW))  smilini,'.  swimmini,^  eyes. 

••  ^ou  dm  -  \^  hat  vou  likr>  wilh  iiie,  .\d  am." 
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"  I  IIK/ui  tu,  vnll  ^'Vp«\    tliii  ('." 

"W'liii'ii  \i)ii  (■.tlliinr  iiiiiir-r"  -,|ic  >iii!,  \^it!i  April 
I  iii;;lit(  r. 

'•  W'li'i  Idit  you,  iny  uit<  tci  bi  ,  \(»ii  Uoiiiuiv  uit(li, 
M)ii  M  ill!  rahliit .'  *' 

'■ 'I'li.tl'^  llic  fii'^f  tiiiK    I  i\.r  vt  1  111  .1  iiirin  I'.tll  111",  gill 

a     silllNllV     llV     \\:\\      lit      .1     iuVi     n  illH."'     >.lii|     ^llf,     Ir.lllUi;^ 

(i^aiti'^t  liiiii.      ■■  N  iiu"|!  !)i    killm'   iml  .  I'.n'  im   iit  \t." 

'*  I  li;i\i'  >n.i  I'll  Mill." 

•'  'I'liaf  vol!  liavc.  All  nil.  Nil  111! Hi  i'linpiii'  in  tin-  f'li//- 
l)ii>liiN  fur  tlii-  vir  hiouii  iililiit." 

Ill-  li.-icl  ;i  >ii(|ili  11  null  i^miilili'  I'rim  inlir.irn  1  nf  tlir 
raliltil  lit'  Ii.id  mnv  sn  n  m  In  r  ImihI.  .uid  nl  thr  iiliiml- 
st;un>  site  li.'ul  uiprd  .'lu.u    w.lli  I  i  r  ;i|irr|i. 

*''rli('ii''>  >oiiii  tiling  voii  i  iMTi't  :m-utri(l,'"  lir  >;iiil. 
'■  I  low  -n"!i  -li.ill  \\i  git  iii.inii  li '  1  (Mil  git  ;i  -pi  rial 
liril»>»'.   il    Villi   l:l-.r.   ti)-iiii)ITi)W." 

'•  \m.  III'.      'I'll  it's  till)  lu  fill  ijiiiiK.      Nut  vi  I,  Ail.iiii." 

■■  I  ^^  ml   til  Iiiinl  \iiii  iliiuii  to  >i>iiu  I  liiiig.'" 

'•  M  V  ui'i'l  i->  iiDinl  <  iiiuigli."" 

'"  \  nil  gi\  •■  it .'  " 

"  ()(i  iiiv  (l.iilih  "-  !  I.I  Hi  I.      'I  hit*-  11  it  !i  I  nnngli." 

"  Will  \  nil  till  viiiir  .Hint  .- 

She   Trill  lii  i!     1    .        i   .1  II!  . 

*•  \Vlii  n  ■>  lln  III  III  til  ti  II  .■irivlinilyr  "' 

*'  Hi  r,'Ui-i-  I  unit  Id  -If  Villi  witlinut  ft  ir  nt'  ;in\l)oily 
fiiiiliriL:'  .inytliing  tn  t.'lk  .ilnuit." 

••'riu\'-  .ilu.iv-  t.ilk.  in\ir  fi.ir.  \\'lifr(''>  the  ncocl 
tn  111  Ml  piilillc'  'rii.it*-  till  u.iy  witli  you,  .-i  (lihli  w.ist 
.■it  1  \i  I'v  ilium. "' 

••  Wli.it*.  that.'"' 

"  A  .-ign-p(i>t  at  iViTv  rnad.  my  gaiijo  rye." 

"  .\n.  iiiilv  at  tin-  iT(i>--;  lail-.  Ami  thi>  i<  nlure  our 
road-   nil  it.       Thi'  >l^n  pM-t    Ilis  gut    ill  go  up."" 

■  "Ti-   mv   daddv  a.>    you'll   li.a\i    to   ,i-k.       W'.iit   a  liit. 
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Ail.iiii.  11'"-  (  niiiiir  MKiii.  ami  "<"r.  i^rniiT  lo  iini|)  up 
it  \i  1'  Iv.  Nmv  I  iiiii>t  ^<i.  Ill-  I'l  i-s'll  think  I'm-  iiiond 
lit  r  l).ili\ ." 

>Ih    till  III  il  (i\i  1'  t  li'    (liiiiiMinl  iinu- 

"I  f  tn't  \M  ir  Mil-,  All  nil.  \  ■ -,  I  kiii.«>  uliit  I 
can  ilii."  Sill  unlinl  IiiiimI  iu  i'  iioiliii'  sli^litlv.  |>iit  in 
li(  r  hand  and  drov  nut  a  -iiiall  packet,  l'a■^tt^.d  r.iuiid 
her  throat  iiv  a  pHc-  ot  led  rihiiuii.  *'  I'll  ti«  it  up  witli 
thi>/' 

••  What  i>  itr  • 

She  thi'hiii.      ••  Ni.thm'." 

"  Shnw  it  t(i  iiif,  tin  II,  if  it',',  niitiiin^.** 

••  I  cairi." 

••  Wli.v  md.  Miir.vr" 

"    I'd   lint    lilsi     \  nil    to   -I  (•   it  .' 

Ilr    ua-    in-i-lint,    hid    hand-    mi    d.    and    ki-->id    th. 
lian-   fhiiiat    >hr   had  t  \pi)>.cd. 
••  ^'()l^ll  lau;,di  at   niaiidy.*" 

••  Kckki  r,  my  ihirlini;,"  he  ^uui'i    in  the  Koniany  ne^'a- 
tivc 

••  It*-  a  hit  of  a   hi,"  -he  -aid  -hniiefacrdl.v.  piittin:: 
it   into  lii-  hands. 

lie  -priad  op.ri  a   j.ii cr  nf  pijur  prick  d   uith   a  lun 
into   \arimi>  di -ii;n-.      'i'hen    u.n    aiiD"-,  -yMiiiu  t  rical 
fi  ■".ire-,  I.:.,  s  of  prickini;-  uluch  -<  eimil  without  di  -iLjn. 
""•' What  is  It?" 
"  A  papiT.'' 

"  It  doesn't  taki   nuu  h  to  see  that." 
" 'Tis  to  cliarni  the  adder-  away  and  hiiri:,^  im    irood 
Uuk,"  she  said  rehictantiv. 
"  Wlio  ^-ave  it  to  your  " 

"The  per-(in  what  inaih-  ? ."  She  wrapped  up  the 
rin^'  carefully  in  tlie  pajx  r.  titd  it  up.  and  placd 
tlie  ml  ribbon  aijuut  her  luck  ai^ain,  rcfa.stcuin^  her 
biKlico. 
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'•  Ami  «:!!  tliat  u;ii<l  oil'  ill  lihk.'  "" 

'•  If  _\uii  ui'.'ir-.  it  iK  \t  _\(iiir  luart.'"  >lh'  ■^.lid.  "I 
(liui't  kiinu  a-.  I  1)1  lii\(-«  all  t  li.it  niMii-li.  I'.iit  it'tlKi'c*> 
MMiK  think  III  it.  tl,(^l^^  un  liariii  in  vvianu"  a  hit  of  a  hi, 
iiuw   i^  t  luiL  r  "* 

"  Tin  II  iiiv  v[U'j;  i"  111  \i   vair  heart.  \i>n'r 

"  Ami  Miu'rc  iii^nli  it,"  >lif  .saiil.  '"  Kii^lit  iiividc  of 
it   vnii  arc.  ami  (illin"  it   ri^lit  u[i."' 

II'  r  (Vc^  -hoiic  with  l()\i-  at  him  ami  hri  mouth  was 
icmh  r.  Ill  anothir  miniltc  she  ami  thr  haliv,  \shich 
ua^  >luni;  ill  a   diaul,  !ia:l  (l:-a|)|)r,i  ri  1 1. 

He  >ioo(l  .till  a  moiiii  lit,  a-  it'  -hr  ui  it  >till  i,^at  In  red 
cloM'  to  hnii.  and  th.'  >;iiok_v.  \\iind  >\i<rt  ^iiii  II  of  hir  in 
hi^  iio-tnU.  TIk  It  In-  tnrii'd  in  and  almost  trod  uj'on 
a  jilatf  of  cold  and  t'or;rot tell  >;iii.s;i^c>. 

"(iooij    I.ord!"   >aid   he.  --iirhilin;  drcplv. 

And  lie  at'-  llu  ill  uith  a  liiartv  appi  titr. 


(  n.\n  i:u  x\ii 


Mi  i: ANOi;  IIinto.v  w.i^  il(  jXJ-itrd  .it  (  Imiily  (i.it>'  r.i'ly 
(in  ilir  nppointrd  SiiiKinv  aft'  Miomi.  Sin  l.-t't  lui-  amit 
in  the  llintol-,  ullicll  pl-iiri  111' il  cii  iU  \\  iv  to  Hrnrk.ll- 
lair>t.  and  pii^liini;-  np,  a  ttir  littif  l;  ,!>  ,  w  id  up  li.  tu.  m 
lli:,rli  ludm-  of  l)i)\  to  tlir  })orcll  .d'  tlir  ll')U>r,  W  llii'll 
f.ucd  a  xiuarc  laun  >un()nnili(l  !i\  l!n-.\t  r  hcd-.  Uaui 
had  failrii  at  int(  i-\al-.  aU  dav,  l)ut  nnw  t  raii^ilnfv  -im- 
-Idnt  u;i>  drawing  all  t|;r  -u.itnr>s  from  tliu  wt^  iMrtli. 
A  1)!^  t  lie  id    ltd  lliav  In  ^idr  tlir   liolisc  >cllt   out   Its  fr<-ll, 

sii;;'^^istivc  pcrt'iinir.  A  tlini^lu  uliiJi  llid  troiu  it  at 
r'li'anoi-'-,  ap]iriia(!i.  Iiifiud  to  li'.p  oil  (Ik^  ljimmI  pitli 
ami  in-pii-t  hn-  with  hrlii-ld.  hard  >\.-.  a  d;t  waited 
for  tut-  maid  to  an.^uar  the  door.  i;\idrnt|v  tin-  u  a>  a 
hou-i-  whi'iT  l;ird.-<  had  nothiii.i;  to  t'cir. 

Tlu'   door  op<n«d.    th(;    i  hkriy    maid    Miiih  d    douii    at. 

li.r. 

••  Will  vol!  conu'  in.  mi>-<r  Mi->  Vv'ui  i-  down  hv  tho 
van.      I'll  till  hi  r  yw'w  comf  "' 

••And  how  an;  \ou.  Hroomfiild  r      No  iiiorr   Inmlia,^^", 

I    hopri'   " 

I'd.aiior  had  th.-  i;ift  of  pha-;iidm--  whiih  i  mi.  and 
her  lo  !).  1-  friiiuU"  Mi-vant-.  She  alw:!V>  M|.p.  ir.  d  to 
have  an  intriT>t  in  tin  Ir  lualth  and  w.  lldi.  ini,^  which, 
if  not  wholly  >iiuirc.  .^i.raii:;  out  id'  a  i;r!iuim-  d.-ir.    to 

plia.-i'. 

••  No,  thank-vou,  mi-s.       I  hopi    voii  a  I'l   ijuitr  ut  II." 

l-d'-aiior  followed  the  niaiil  info  th.-  <lra'.\in--  I'oom. 

'•  Mi>s   I'ricc  ^^ill   In    ht  it   dirtctly."   -  ud    Hioomtiild, 

.^liuttiii;.;-  tilt  door. 
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lilcanoi'  v.Liit  to  the  Inukiiiy;-^]  iss  ovi  r  tlic  iii;inti_l- 
piic-f  .iiul  ;^(iillv  nitiljul  In  r  c'ln.ik>  uitli  ,i  pii  (■(■  ui 
c'liaiiioi".  katlitr.  Slit-  prided  IictmU'  on  not  u>iii^  arti- 
ficial aid>  to  Inr  natural  n'ood  l()iik>.  indeed  luT  >kin 
ncL'dtd  noHf,  tlioiii^li,  a,N  i^  tl,c  w.iy  wilh  tine  ;>kin>,  little 
lines  uiie  iK'^iniiin;.;'  to  .sliou  almiit  tlic  (•oriirr>  (,t  her 
iiinutli  and  al)oiit  lier  cVi>.  Sinci  tarly  nirlliood  >1il-  had 
had  some  ^  it  v  liairs.  searci  l_v  di>t  inmii>lial)l(  anions  Inr 
lit^ht  -lii'owii  li,  ir.  al'.Ki-t  niiMi  II  lull  tm  it-  lack  of  lii-.t  re. 
(iood  t'tatiires,  attractisi',  inteilim  lit  and  s_viii|)athet ic 
<;a"(  V  (\r-.  uho-c  la^lii,-.  were  a  little  too  lii^ht:  ;i  well- 
.sha]Hd  iii'iiith  .-I  i  ill  Mn-iti\e  liiie>.  Mich  Was  till'  n  tlec- 
tii'ii  -he  -aw  ill  the  i^la--.  Not  (juifr  voiiiii;,  hut  -o  >o!"t 
and  >malid)()ii;il.  tli.it  -he  was  not  olil  rtmuiili  to  lo-i  Iti 
Mii^laiid-  tile  ap|ullatinn  of  "  ^irl."  A  little  too  thin, 
jierhap-.  tor  heaiitv.  in  -pitf  of  her  ifood  carriau.c.  \>t 
the  iiii[)i'('>sion  she  ,i^a\e  iiio-t  [a  opje  u,i-  one  of  appe.d- 
ini,^  almost  childish,  pn  ttiiu ->. 

Miss  I'rii'e.  Wu-  ii)c\itah!r  rti-h  1:  it  on  hi  r  iinlidv  iiair, 
came  in.  follouid  liv  a  lar^'e,  ^rev,  half-hi'iid  I'er-ian 
cat. 

■■  r^o  sorrv  'o  kt  ■  p  xmi  waitini;.  niv  diar;  I  \vas 
taking  a  nap  in  I  hi  \.in  in  the  fit  Id  aftir  lunch  and 
over-slept  nivstlt.  It  ua-  tlie  -M-nnon  this  iuorniti;,r. 
I  do  thii'k  tliat  par.soiis  >hou!il  n-triet  t  luiii-t  l\  (  -  to 
tin  iiiinuies.  An  ahinii-clock  ir.  the  pulpit  would  do 
it.  I'm  -o  i;l.id  voii've  come  in  L;ood  lime,  we  -h.all  he 
ai)le  to  h.a\e  ;l  hMlc  t:dk  to  oUl'-ihi-.  ^'ou  know  \'\t 
to  <io  out  and  have  my  c.irjientt  r  to  your  tendi  r  ir.er- 
cics  ,at  tea-time.  ITow  nice  voii  look  in  that  -h.idv  hat 
a!id  pi'i  Itv  drt--!  Hut  \n\]  .-dwavs  look  a-  if  vou  \\ere 
youin'  to  sit  to  T,a\ery.  oi'  one  of  tln-c  jirojjlr.  Coine 
upsl.tirs  and  Lake  ofi'  your  thin^^-." 

'"  I  think  ril  keep  my  hat  on,  thank-yoii.  Vou  de.ir 
tiling,  it  i-  nice  to  .see  you." 
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"  YOS,    t!,i     ll.lt    is    t(M)   !).  coMMli^r    to    [:■.]■.,■    dIT.        /    klloW. 

^'llll  iiH-  iM  to  ii[i-i  t  the  pi'.'ui'  nt'  iiiv  i-:ir|)t  iiti  r.'' 
•■  And  vhu " 


"•  ( )ti.  mv  dear,  uliom  are  voii  (•ouiiiii;  to  tncct?  " 
"  Kicli.'ird  I.vililo!!."' 

••  Will,  .111(1  lu'-  1)1(11  woi-kiiiL;-  lii'To  l)_v  till'  (hiy — saw- 
ing and  plarikiiiij,"  al  my  ih  w  ciia^'li-lioUM'.  \  on  ktK  w 
that,  didn't  you?  " 

'■  No.      I  li  i\(rrt  >>■•  n  him  V(  t.  yon  kiiou."' 
"  Hi%  h\in^  likt'  a  tranij)  doun   hero,      'i'ook  iiic  in. 
I    thought    hi    was    a   hrokcn-doun    ^cntliinan.      (irtat, 
h(  dthy.  n  (Idiain  d  CK  at  urt,  too.     Shy!     (^uciT  !     (lave 
hiinst  It  out   a-;  ;tu  art i>t." 
'*  lii(  hard  i>  a  dt  ar.*' 
"■•  I  iiuitf  hkc  hi'ii." 

*' 'rhiii  he  iiin-t  hkc  _xo;i.  Ih"-  dr(  idt'ully  iin<0('iahl»-' 
uith  people  he  (hl(■^M*t  care  aliout.  lie  sticks  out  all 
o\(  r  hkc  a  p'oaaipiiii  ." 

■•  lie  has  h(  .  n  t'airlv  jjoria  ly  with  me  sometimes. 
1  am  -o  iiKjui-itivt .  Hut  there  ;  soniethirif;  ahoiit  him, 
somethiiii,'  \t  rv  .-simple  am!  hiic(  re,  tliat  one  can't  hi  Ip 
likiiiir.'' 

*'  Vcs."  said  Kkaiior.  ..ud  tl  /c  was  somcthincT  I>"S- 
-(  .-i'.f  ill  thi  wav  >he  !  iput  (1  up  pral-e  cf  ht  .   fri'  mh 

"  Do  voii  know  \\hat  oui"  nickname  for  him  was  in 
the  old  davs.^  The  W'andi  rin:,'  'Jew.  lie  n>ed  to  he 
lo>t  jx'riodicallv — h'^t  to  the  uoi!d.  I  t;u  m.  not  jo^t 
h!;i.-.(!f.  I  helievc  hi  could  make  a  map  from  memory 
ot  mo-t  of  the  wi^tern  counties,  he  told  me  he  couhl, 
orici  .  lie  knou-  Dartmoor  and  l-'.xmoor  hitter  tliar. 
tiM  pi(([ili  \<.ho"\e  li\(d  there  for  i^i  Herat  ions ;  exactly 
uhire  the  ho^s  are,  all  the  foot-paths  and  I1h>  ri^;ht.s 
(jf  wav  through  |)rivate  [)rop(  rty  a!!  round  ahout.  He 
is  extraordinary,  in  these  tlays  ol  indoor  men,  the 
iiilx  rahk    en  at  ui't  >.'' 
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"  Ami  « 'HIM  II.*' 

••  It">    n.itiiiMl    I'm-    u  to   !i''    imliior.      I    :u\]    not, 

tlMU;;li."' 

"I   InIiou    \oii  >,iv  >o.      Hi.;    von   !i\c  in   I.oiuloii      \>y 

clioicc.        \()il"ri'    oili'    (>r    th.'     [Xiipk     who    olilv     like     tllf 
couiitrv  mult  r  town  condit  lon^." 

"Oh.  .Mi-^  I'rii't  !  l!n\\  c.-iii  von'  Whv,  von  know 
I  s|),  lit  thi'  uhol<  of  hi>t  sniimicr  on  Tool.  Ilarhoiir, 
;in(l  -h  |)t  iniili  r  canv.i-.  mkI  AiA  ni\  own  cookini;.  and 
w  aU    il  lor  niih  >." 

'■  \'i  >.  inv  (har.  hul  \oU  won  ■^aiidil-  and  i:ad  >ilk 
(■n>h;on>  in  _\  onr  ti  nt ." 

•'  \'on  (hu-iiiiL;-.  m11\  Ihiiiir,  ^^hv  -houhhrt  oil''  hf  com- 
l\:v\  .!ilr  when  one  i>  caiiiinn;^'.' 

"And  thri-c  ui n-  too  iiianv  intcii-v  vounir  cnaiiUH'S 
walkini^  alxiiit  with  one  ^-ariiitnt  on  Ihini  and  thiir 
hair  down  in  I  hat  camp  to  ph  a-r  m>  ,"  -aid  Mi--  I'ricc'. 
••.\iid  a  voiniL,^  man  u  ho  promi  ii  idrd  thf  phict  ni  hath- 
In:;- co.^tumc  and  -ponttd  piutiy  and  ilirtid  with  all 
Iho-c  oiil-." 

••  Oh.  (Inv  I  No  one  taisis  liini  >trion>ly.  But  it- 
waN  :;loi-ion>  !  I  -warn  ont  (\.r\-  niorniiiL;-  for  al)out 
two  niih-  and  liat-k.  ami  ^  hrown  a-  a  ,i,^vp-\-.  And 
von  talk  as  if  Mi'.  l{o(!i< -fir  liad  ]nvn  thi-  onlv  man — 
t  hi  I'f  \M  I'c  t  hriL-  olht  r>." 

"  Not  -nch  poNcurs.  I  hopi'.'' 

••  I'ar  too  hn-\.  Oni-  wa-  an  art;-t.  another 
w.nt  fi-hini:,-  all  day.  and  tju-  third  wa-  Molly 
H(\iio|(K"    hroth.i-.   a    nunn<  1-.    you    know,    a    \<Ty    nicT 

hoy." 

*•  It  -onnd-  artiiicial.  tlir  uhoK-  thini;"." 

'•  ^'ou  ai'c  pi'i'M  I'-t  ."'  -  lid  l\lianor.  "  I  wa^  dnad- 
fullv  ur.happv.  and  that  time  (»n  Toolr  llarhour  pulled 
me  to^rtlirr.      l)on"i  It  I's  talk  of  it." 

■•  \V.  "11     talk     of     Mr.     I.vddoii."     -aid     Mi-s     Prirc. 
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"Wli.'it    I  (imi't   iiiuK  istaiid  'ii  Iiiii:  i>  win  ii;  tlic  sciiiiti-t 

CUiilc^    111.*" 

'■  111  i-  ,1  li\in;^  p;ir.i(li)\,"  >,ii(l  I'liiimr.  "  I'art  of 
liiiii  !^  iiiti  iix  l_v  iiinilirii  nii|iiirii:i,r,  iii\iiiti\i.  pruct  ical. 
'i'lic  ot  III  1'  lull  !■>  n  i  fiii;rt  ~>i\r,  ^li  v.  uii|ir.i(t  ical." 

■■   IIdW     ill)     \iill     I'l  (nlK'lli'     tile     tui).'        |>     it     a     cax'    of 

Doctor  .Iik.vll'and  Mi',  llyh  '  "' 

"I  tiiiiik  uIkii  In  1-  workm;^  lie  liii'onio  aliM)rl)iil 
\)\  woi^k.  hut  that  iis  actual  n-tilU  ami  it>  coiiiiin  rcial 
>ii;iiifii'aii(  (■  tiiiiia  nvi^s  iniii.  Thru  lir  i>  ^ood  naturi'd 
and  lit>  lii:ii-i  It'  hi  dra\\ii  iiilo  MtuatiniiN  whirli  attcf- 
wanU  t'lll-r  and  initatr  liiiii.  ()ii  t  hi  othrr  liaiid,  he 
can  bf  cxct  >>i\ rlv  pi  r\i  )'--i  ."' 

*•  I  hilii-vc  vou  iiirai;  to  iiiarrv  him,"*  -^aid  .Mi->  I'ricc. 

*'  !  >hould  liki   to.""  >aid  Idiauor  f'ranklv. 

Shi-  ll';-|iid  a  little  a>  >lu  >.poKr.  and  ;;a.'i'd  with  a 
c»  rtain  rlialli  ii^f  into  Ihf  t  Id(  !■  \\oiiian">  i  \i'--. 

'"  Will.  Ill-  i>  I'll  r  no\s,""  -aid  .Mi>>  I'rici-  drvlv. 

■•  Till  1111."  >aid  I.lianoi-.  jmttin^  la-r  hand  mi  ln-r 
f'lirnd.  ■■  \'ou  didn't  l)i-lii-\i'  that  tlun  ua>  aiivthinif 
III       ill  uhat   .Marjorii-  >aiii  ahoiit  ii~.'  "" 

'•  M  V  drar,  it  is  ditHcult  to  >a_v  whrthi  i-  om-  lu-Iii-M-s 
a  thinn'  or  not.  nouadav>.  So  many  nici-  wonii-n  do 
ill!  ri  dihli-  tiiiiii,'-.  >o  many  iiicn-dilili-  \Miiii,n  do  niix- 
thin;,''-.      In  m\'  old  a^t-  1  >imply  aci-i-pt  thint^-.*' 

'•  Till  11   Voll  did  1)1  lirVi-  it .'  '* 

"I  didn't  think  it  improiialili  .  I'latonic  trimd- 
sliip " 

"■  It  v.a-n't  ulth  nu  .*"  >aid  lil  aiior,  ki  •  pini,'  hi-r  cvi-s 
down,  '•  i  am  not  i;i'inu  to  pnti  iid  tlia^  it  wis.  Ihit 
lu-  ia-\(  r  thought  that-     I   mi-in  that  hi-  hadn't   thi-  ]l■a^t 


iilca. 


M 


ir  lorn-   hail 


lu .      Hut  ]\r  lilundi  It  d  on. 


ji!-'  iliinkini;'  ui-  urri-  nothiiii,'  nion-  th.-m  i'rit  rnU."  She 
lif'tid  !u-r  (-Vf>  aj^'aiii  and  ^'avi  a  littli  lau^di,  tliouirh  hc-r 
lip-  ucrc  -ct.      "  .Ml  11  an-  -o  hliial." 


'ilM 
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••  I»o()r  r.j>  .nor!"   -lid   Mi^-   I'ri'''    ^anldiiicillv. 

••  I    u.i-,   lu.>li>!i.      1   u.iiitid  to  iiiiik.'  Iilm  r;irf.  xmu'- 

hdu.   to   >li<)W   if  tln'i-e  wiTfii't  some   >[i.irk.      It    u;i-.it 

a,   it'  ih    .Mr.  .1    I'mi-   M.ir/l'ii-lr.      'I'lu'V   wvrr  as   far  apart 

a,  thr   pnl,  >.      1  >tai-tr(i  a  silly  \n\v  affair  to  iiiakr  liini 

•,,;il,,u>    partly,   an. I    to Oh,   I   <i<>n't    kn.nv.   ulun 

on.-  i>  1  opcli's.-ly  in  !om  uitli  i-uv  ■  i  in  orif  ()l't.  n  tries 
t.)  fill  in  l.>\.'  willi  sDinL'  one  iNi.  I  nia.le  liiin  my  cm- 
fi.l.int  Kiihari,  I  mean.  'I'li.n  Marjori.-  tniin.l  a 
letttr  r.l  wi-itt  n  to  llii'  otlur  man  anil  k.  pt  il.  ^lle 
tlioil.U'ht  it  wa-  iui-  Ki.-har.l.  'i'liat  ua.  the  Irttrr  uliicli 
ina  rlv  caiiif  up  i:i   '  lie  t  rial. 

-Oh.""  ,^ai.l  .Mi^.->  Triff.  She  look..!  at  r.l.aii.ir. 
"  Mv  (K.ir.  \.>u  an-  ttllini?  me  all  this  in  or.!,  r  to  make 
mi-  int.'  an  ally  L'  !:.■  my  liaii.l-  if  I  w .  riiTt."* 
''  1  !i;i\.  n.  \<  r  t.ild  any  onr  \m\  you." 
"I  slioull  likr  t.>  askyoii  on.,  thinyr  Do  yu  think 
tli:it  it  i>  ])o^^illl.■  tli;.t  lii.-h.ir.l  l.y.Kl.ai  can.l  for  y.iu. 
Imt  was  too  l;.)iioiirahle  to  show  it?" 

'•He    lia.s    always    carul    for    me    a-    a     fri.  n.'1,    and 

onr( 

••  ^■..^l  were  elli;'a,L,^.  .1  t.:  each  .itln  r  once." 

"Yes."  .  . 

"And      y.'u      »-!■■■      i-i -["Mi-'M.'      i'^r      hr.  ikin<r     it 

oifr  " 

••ll.)w   .-.nild   \\r  marry'      Wc   lia.ln't    a    j).  uny    pi.a-e 

1)1  t^Vci  II    U-." 

"  l-'lr;;!i.>r.  v.)ii  a r>  a  d  mil;-,  r.m-,  iiltl.-  cr.atur.',  and 
I  (li-appr.u-.' "of  v.ui.  hut  I'v.-  an  ;ii!'.  at  i.:n  f.-r  y.ni. 
15ilawu-t  witli  m.-."     Vou  arc  really  in  1m\c  uitli  yourhi^', 

(]ii(  .r  man .'  "  .   .  ,  .   , 

"V,-."  sai.l  I'.l.amu-  lliiil.in,  with  -implicitv  which 
was  .l.lihcratc.  "I  a.m  yninn-  t,,  hv  fr.uik  uitli  y.ni. 
If  I  il.Jirt  iM.rrv  now.  and  ir,  irry  a  n-.-in  I  am  really 
f,,.,,l    ,,♦•     T    J:iir  n-,  I    dr. ..tierale   and    n.  rvv   and    towny 


Al.I.WAUD 


219 


HIlil      ;t!l      til'        thilll,^-      I      -.11'     otlicr     \M)IIU'I1      IjlCOllllIll,'.         I 

can't   iii.'nrv    t'nr   the   sake   of  iimrrviiiL,'.  liccaiiM-    I    am 
I'l-tidioii-.       I    ciii     fc:i-   Uichaid    a>    I   (arc    for    ii"   «Mir 

'-    If    1,,.    K;i,l    lurll     in    In'.c    wiMl     Vnil.    (ir    >!in\\Il     it     will!.' 

lii<   uilV   wa-.   ^tllI   ali\c,  a''   vmi   uanliil   liiMi,"   said    M:^s 
Prici-  ^rliiih.  "  what  would  yui  ha'.c  (liiHf!''' 

'•  DoiM  r      \V1;V.  I!otlliIl;,^"' 

"  And  vnii  wdiild  have  lived  nii  t!'.!'  -..iti-factidti  that 
lif  ua-  a-  imliajipy  a>  vnii'M  IT,  I  >upi)o>L.*' 

••  ^'(Hi  iliiiik  nif  silli-li." 

■•  Mv  dtai-.  I  ;;hvavs  liavf.  Y<iu  arc  t'l  liru.  ^'ou  like 
comfiirt  and  von  won't  ri-k  voiir  nc<-k.  Still,  vor.  arc 
]o\a!]l.',  lil-r  my  Shah  ln-r.  .  and  vt^i  are  ,iu-t  a>  (dtvcr 
at  i;i  ttiiii^-  what   vou  want  as  lu'  i>." 

I'hi'  j^ni  V  cat  rt^pondtd  to  hur  haii.  !)rown,  carcs.-in^ 
hand  u  it  h  a  iio\'  rrfiil  [)urr. 

••Don't  think  nu'  niikind."  -aid  .Mi>-  Trice.  "I 
think  I  >hdl  hi  Ip  voii.  In  fact  I  have  hcirun  already. 
I  don't  think  voii  M;,,!,d  (  noiii^h  tor  my  carpenter,  liut  1 
think  that  he'll  he  the  >  iKation  n\'  you.  And  you  have 
a  ^ood  di'al  in  you  that  makes  yoii  th  woihiM  for  him. 
I  hope  vou'll  liavc  si'Vcn  children  at   hast." 

-I  (inn't  think,"  said  lih-anor,  "tha!  I'd  care  for 
ni'-re  t  han  two  at  most." 

-Your  nicest  trait,"  said  Mi-  I'ri'e,  'Ms  that  you 
can  tlirow  pose  nside  wlien  yor.  want  to.  There's  n  soul 
to  sav ,     r,  \  on.  my  ihar." 

"I'm  <,da(l  you  think  so,''  said  I'.hanor.  "Tell  nic, 
at  \vhat  time  is  he  (aiminn-r  '' 

*•  He'll  he  here  in  live  minutes.  I  am  j^oin^  up  to 
ch.u:t;e  and  c'o  otl"  to  the  I'arsonai^e.  1  shall  not  wait 
i-n-  .Mr.  I.vddon.  He  kind  to  him  and  make  my 
exeusts." 

She  .shook   hands  uith   liliaiior— Mi-s   Pric"  disliked 


;2:2() 
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ki■^MIl.<,^  .•111,1  1.  It    Ih  r.      SIm    w.i--  ii'.t    to  iM'api-  I,\(M(in, 
Iii)\V(\(r.  sill   nut  hiiii  at  tl'c  foot  ..f  tlic  ^.tiiirs. 
"  Ai-f  Villi  iiir-  "  111'  -liil  ili-a|)|ii>inii  illv. 

"  I  tiilil  Villi  I  u.-i^  i;'"iii,y'  til  til." 

••  \'i  -.  litit    I    lin|),(l   \nu   uinilii   li:l\i     |illt    It   otr." 
'•  Mv    (li-ir    man.    thi-    aiixi^tv    to    lia\r    iiic    i-    flittir- 
iiiLT-       lint    Villi    ami    I'.li  arinr   Ii.'m     n  hcIhiI   >in  h    an   un- 
roiiiaritlc    .--ti;;!'    nf    I'rii  luMill)    that     chap,  i-dikn    can    he 
ilispi  11  '  1 1  witli.      Shi  "^  in  tin  re  waiting  to  >ci)lil  ynn."' 
M  is-N  I'rii  r  u  riit  iip>t  air-. 

••I  umihIm-  i!'  I'.liaicu-  u:ll  micci.iI.-  1  think  -ho 
\\ill."  S!;i  fill  a  certain  n-lntul  .Ulil  liialicimi-  plia-lirc 
ill  thinkiiij,-  nf  I.vililmi  a-  the  iniMi-pi  ct  iiiL;'  ijiiarrv  .'umI 
l-:icaii..r  as  the  craft  V  Diana.  She  f.  It  the  mure  pleas- 
ni'c.  IieiiiLT  iiiii  a-\'  .aliiiiit  certain  rumnr-  in  tjie  \ill:ij^i' 
(amcernin:;-  I.vilili'i!  .iml  .Marv.  Slie  Ii.ail  -truiiLr  iij)in- 
i,)Il-  I, II  the  Mlli|ect  of  mi-illiance-.  ,anil  likeil  lintli  tile 
(i-vp-v  .iini  hi  r  (ccen!ric  jjru'i'i^e  ten  niiu  h  to  -i  c  tliem 
insiilvcil  in  the  nd.  I'.leanor  ^^a-  the  iiatur.al  M)lutinii. 
She  ua>  iiitelHu-eiil.  ^vmpathetic,  a|)pn  ci.at ivc  anil 
at  tractive  in  the  appealin-'  w.ay  that  mn-t  men  li'.i  il. 
She  jiiMki  il  delicate  in  >pit.'  nf  .an  i  \ci  Ih  iit  con-titut  imi, 
ami  seemiiiij;  frauilitv  -lnuiM  ,ip])ial  to  I.xdiloirs  xirility. 
She  h.ail  piietrv  en'.ii^!i  in  her  ci)m]tii-it  imi  in  i!nilcr-.taml 
T.vililnn'v  jia  —  inn  I'nr  Nature:  in  fact,  to  .a  certain  meas- 
ure If  shai'i  il  it.  There  u.a-  no  reason  why  it  -linulil  not 
lie  tlic  mo-t  siiil.ahle  of  111  irri.auvs,  if  Lyililoii  were  a 
niarr_\  iiui'  man. 

l-;ii"amir  -.va-  ama/id  at  the  cliaiii^'e  of  ap])i';ir;ince 
in  the  liii;-  man  who  --tooil  soiiiewhat  ax^kwanUy  within 
the  ilnor.  I.yililon  li.ul  put  on  .a  re-pectali|i  suit  for  tlu' 
(ua'.asic-i,  lint  hi>  f.ue  ua-  liiown,  r.  fulh  r  .and  sulitly 
rli.ant;ed.  The  har.osed  look,  the  look  of  a  man  who 
i>  fn  Ited  .and  >trainid,  li.u!  left  him. 
••  How  an   vou.  Kleanorr  '' 
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'•Too   sur}iii>t  (i  ct    \iMi   to    -|i..ik.      Wli.it    liavo   von 
(Imii    to  vniii-MlJ'.'      \n\\  luok  ><)  yoimij." 

■■  \  fiiiiii,'.  do   I'      r^'    li' I  II  <';inij)iiii;  <iut.  _\nii   kim^^. 
••  llnu     liki     \'iU        \nu    lil.ul    (till    tllilli;       to    Ixilt    nut    ot 

I,,,i;(liill    llkr    t!i:it     :Uhl    Infill    to    .M:n|i    in    thr    iniikll.'    I't 
uiiit<  r.      Will  ri-  Jiri-  yoii  .:^"iiii;  to  ~it  .-  " 

II,.  (irnp|)(i|  into  ;i  ckair  ;it    (lie  oppM^t.    -Idr  ^t    tkr 

ti  :i    1,1  Mi-,    n  !ii  \i  '1    I  !llt     t  In  i|-    cnlUi   1  -   I  t  Inn    1 1  Mi  I    ll'  i^rUM     ill 

a  Iiant'  riiii,'  tour.      'I'lii'  ikk  |-l_v  n:  ild  liron^lit   in  tea. 

••'I'lii-    t'l  1  N   a"l'iill_v    cixili-iii,"   lie   -aid.   uilli   a   Miiilr. 

••  l)oM"t  voii  lliink  if>  inn-  I  a|uiv>  lovr  ■^.ttin;,' 
hack  lo  conit'oit  ami  liixniv  aftrr  Vm   h,  ,  n  fainpiiiir." 

••  I  fi,in-,,|  t!i,it  \on  I'.n-  did."  Iir  npli'd.  *"  I  aluav-. 
think  ot"  voii  in  dr  lu  ini;-  i nom^.  hiokinu  pr.  tty." 

"And  ui'\f  ta!k((l  of  thiiil,^^  ul'icli  an-  not  a  hit 
indoor.  Do  voii  rcnit  :nh(  r  that  ualkini,^  tour  you 
iiiarkrd  out  t'or  nir  on  the  map'  Von  know  prrl'.ctly 
\vr\\  that    I  (a;iip  out  (  \'  ry  yrar." 

•■hi  ci-oud^  -  .'i  sort  (d'  i,rirdrii  city  and  vimpK-  Htc 
liu^int  >-      I  know,"  lie  -aid. 

••  Don't  I)i'  iroiiicah  Hichard.  You  kiion  I  love  the 
open  air  a-  nuich  a-  you  dn." 

••  I*o>-ililv.'"  h(    -aid. 

".\nd  \^'  it  (h(  vou  think  of  my  T'oia  >t  .'  I-n"t  it 
l)(  autiful'  ■■  She  leant  forward  with  a  thrill  in  her 
\(iice.  '"I^-:  ajuavs  told  you  ahout  it.  haven't  \f-- 
and  now  vou  will  hue  it  a>  you  love  your  we>t  c()untry. 
Oil,  t  lie  lark-  a-  I  came  aloji^-!  And  boi,Miiyrtle  i-  Ik  <,nn- 
Tiiii^j  to  come  out  I  I'v  I-  t  lioiii^dit  of  you  so  often  he  re  and 
\vi>h(  d  I  could  per-uade  yo\i  to  come." 

Sonu  lluTii,"  in  l:er  inthu-ia-m  jariMl  upon  him  as 
-hallow.  In  l.ondon.  \\l:(n  -he  he!  t  dk.  d  to  Imu  of 
the  I''o!'i -i  in  ilil-  ])o--e--i\i'  -h'am,  he  li.ad  telt  drawn 
to  her.  Ii  \'.a-  -o  r.ire  to  find  .any  one  wko  t.dked 
to  ]iim  of   the  tliinurs   that    lay   di  ep   at    ln>  Ik  .art.      Hut 


Oi)<> 
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ii(!\v,  cloM  ti)  t!ic  i(  ilit\.  lit  r  iir.'i'iM.-  of  tin  I'liii  >t  iiiadr 
111  Ml  ntrc.if  u  itiiiri  l.iiii-c  It',  irntaftdly.  ■•!>  it'  >l!r  li;ul  pm- 
faiiiil  till-  -iiljJKt,  or.  rather,  cxliiliitid  a  pat  roiuMtii^ 
atlituiic  towards  it.  Sin'  was  -o  ccii-ciotH  iA'  Ik  r  appn- 
<'iati(in.  JIc  u.">  aliiHi^l  (■(  rtaiii  how  !r  r  iivxl  .SLiitcnrc 
would  III  Ljiii,  and   la    «  a-   n,M,lt . 

**  I  lavr  voii  read *" 

'•  I  hav'ti't  n  id  a  -iri'di  hook  ahoiit  tlii>  part  of  t  hi- 
unrld." 

"  'I'liiii  I  iiiM~t  1(  lid  VI. II  a  p.  rf.ctiv  faM'iriaf  iiii^  bonk. 
It  tills  voii  all  aliont  the  l'oir-.t  rii,dit>,  and  thr  local 
siiji'M  >titio!is,  and  a  Iii.iidnd  thini:>  tl'''^  "'i*'  want<  to 
know.  I  ahvavs  rt  iiHiiih'  i  how  von  intiri>tcd  niL'  one 
niuht    ahont    I'ii^dit-  of  uay." 

Hi-  natural  kindlirn  >s  and  pollti ni  --  made  liini  thank 
Iitr.  and  a-snnic  that  In-  wmdil  hi  iiitrn>t.d  in  la'adltiij 
thr  hook.  Hut  he  flit  inuardlv  a-  if  sin-  f.lt  all  her 
dilicatc  manner  and  frai^ih'  ptr-oiiallfy  wi-n-  intriidini;, 
a-  if  the  di>caission  (d'  the  I'on -,t  would  he  in  a  >nlitlr 
wav  a  diMiissioii  of  Marv.  IT  had  a  -hrinkini;  from 
anvthini,'  that  would  inti  rfrrc  with  an  rsotcrir  kinn^l- 
{■i\ij;v  which  he  wa>  only  i^ainini,'  thr'>Uiih  cvi  ry  day  of  his 
new  c\i>tence.  Since  lu-  had  known  Mary,  it  ^-eenicd 
to  him  that  hi>  iidiniacv  with  the  thiiiLT^  which  were 
htr  life  was  identical  with  his  intim  n'y  with  lu  r.  The 
vast  duml)  personality  of  the  fore-t  was  la  an  (uaailt  way 
a>s()riatiil  with  la  r  pi  r>onahty.  .and  into  it  he.  too.  was 
hecomiii^'  l,n-aduallv  ah-orlied.  Mary  wa-  not  con-cious 
(d'  !)eauty,  as  l^hanor  was.  shi  was  part  of  it.  She  was 
part  of  the  moor,  ])art  of  the  interchani^e  of  sun  and 
shadow  hem  dh  the  h.  .ch  tnis.  part  of  tlie  wind  and 
clnud.  lie  liei,Mn  to  undi  r>tand  -omcthint:  of  tlie  v.ii^uc 
ho>tilitv  which  tho-c  who  are  of  wild  Mood  frtd  towards 
the  ci\  diM  d. 

'l"o  draw   her  awav.  he  a-ked   I'.h  anor  ahout   her.-tlf, 
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.iliiiiit  li(  r  (li)in^>.  ilidut  Ih  r  i.lilinti,.  'I'ln  y  Ixith  iii- 
stiiutivtl V  avoided  any  iiiiiitinii  nt  lii>  riniil  Ihi,m\.- 
iiii-nt.  I'liari'ir  fnllowcil  lii>  Irad  i,mi' .  fnll\  .;\\,ii.  (if 
it,  aiid  .ilu.u-  Hiriiu  inj;  out  f<  i  Icr.s  t'nr  lii-  sympitliy. 
Slu-  frit  that  1,1  1  hull  d  I  .  r.  Ili..t  lie  im  irit  tn  (hide  h.  r. 
lie  avoidid  th'  old  lilt  iiiiirv  into  uh:  .>hr  triid  to 
draw  liiiii. 

■■  Wht  ri-  an    'nil  (•anipiii;;r  "  >\\i'  a^l-.rd  him. 

"In    niif   of    Mi--    I'rica's   (itlds    at    pn-.  nt.      llut    I 

sllitt    to-lllDlTOA  ." 

"  ()!i.  lit  ire  ^vv  yi'iir  c  isiiji  I  "  ^hi'  Ix  i,'^'i  d. 

••  It  i-n't  (it  I'lir  ymi  tn  m  i  ."  lie  -aid  (juifidv.  *"  It*> 
■:i  an  -m^  lid  nii  -■•.  at  It  i>t 

••  \  nil  dnn'i  Mippn-r  that  I  Want  to  see  anvtliini;  liut 
the  {din  a>  yiiii  li\>  in  it .'' slio  rfjoinod.  '*  Vou  shniild 
have- serii  iiiv  ttiit   1  i-t    vtar!      Do  h  t   n>  "<>  then-  aft' r 


ill  hid  a^ain  thi  f.  i  llnij;  that  he  wa--  !i<  irii^  !ior>ri>h 
and  uniri  ai;c;i>  to  hi  r.  and  in  a  >uddi  ii  mood  ot  rrpt  nt- 
aiii'i'  ai,T' I  d. 

••Il'~  in-t  an  ordinary  ^}]>~}'^  tint."  hi  >aid. 
*"  Hid^i  piiir  and  hhankils  and  alh  I  toit  it  t'roiii 
Minif  ;rvp>ifs  hire  -thrvM  l)r(  ii  ii-Iuli;  it  thrm-dvo 
hifon."" 

"  IIow  niitl  Hnt  W(  I'l  n't  \oii  afraid  id"  iKas  and 
t!)inu>.  "litth'  -i-tir-  id"  thr  pour.'  as  uc  u-iil  to  call 
th'iii'  Thrii  \iui  hi\i'  -I  ■  n  I'ical  nyp-_vdo:ii.  'I'his  i-  a 
ri'^nilar  frvj)-v  \illai;c:  vol!  know  I  aluay>  talk  to  thrin 
for  thi'  >akf  of  Horrow  w!:(n  I  -i  i-  tluni.  'I'Ih-c  lnic 
an  n't  puridind,  and  vi^rv  Mjualid,  hut  of  cnur-f  tlnTo 
is  till'  tradition  of  i,ni  alnc-s.  .Mi>>  I'ricc  lji  t>  drradt'ully 
annovid  with   me   if   I   sav   thtv  art'  dirtv-    slic   had    a 


UVp:--i 


ill    as    MoUsiinaiil    onci .   ( 


lid 


till 


voii : 


and  she  -ays  she  was   rially  eh  an.      Hut    thi-n  >o  ni.any 
of  till'  nypsii.s  in  thi.-  villa^i'  arc  hou.-t  -dwi.lkrs."' 


Oil  j. 
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|,_V(l(l(Hi  litnytd  (luuii  lii>  (111)  ill  .1  tiuipir.  'I'Ik  n  !ic 
hroiitjlit  hiiiisilf  to  nasiin  witli  flif  tliouulit  tli.it  hr 
liiiiiMlf  jiii/^'lit  liavt  >|)()ki  II  in  tin  s.-iiiie  wav  i  lit  Hi 
wliilc  M^O. 

"  I.nck    lit  If.    Iji  aiior."    he    ^aiil,    «itli    a    In  at    «liii!i 

,1i.iimim1   1 .  r.  '•  voii   «ill   make  nic  nnifry  \^itli   \"ii   if" 
\.)ii  t.ilk  (if  lliciii  »•<  if  till  V  «<  r.   fn\t>.      'i'lii  V  lii\<  1)"  II 

\i  y\   i^niu]  to  iiu       — - 

"  IJiit.  Uiclaid,  tlu-y  an'  pracf  irallv  f<«\.  -..  'I'li  il  i- 
C'Xac-tiv  what  I  lovi' aliniit  t  lu  in.  drar  tliiiif^s." 

•*  Mv  (li -ir  littlr  uirl,  ynii  (ioiTt  Insr  aiivtliitiLr  alxait 
till  111  at  all,  and  it  is  lniinlui:,'  to  pn  U  ml  ymi  do.  'riiat\ 
my  (jiiarnl  with  pi  ojilc  likr  voiirMlf.  lt'>  all  d.  rivr.l 
ffniM  lidiik-.  I''-  -1(1,11,1  !  Mild.  \'iiii  k'lik  .a*  (ithi  I-  liii- 
man  In  in;,'s.  .and  .-.av  "  How  picturr-(|nf  !  how  romantic  I 
how  dirty!'  withoiit  tlir  hast  idi.i  tli.it  tluy  arc  as 
rial  and  as  romphx  as  your>(ll.  I '  ir  nioir  ii  al,  far 
„i,,i-,.  IV  d  '  It  i>  the  Haidikir  attitude  towanU  life 
that  I  h.itc.  It  is  an  iii-ult  to  live  human  crr.alun-  to 
say,  •  Dr.ir  thitii^s  I  "  " 

KK'aiinr  Iiii:;ii.  1  with  nd  i  n  i'lynu  nt .  At  l.i>t  >lii' 
liad  j<  rkril  liiiii  into  litf. 

••  "Uich.ird.  il'-  vol!  .it  l:i-t.  vK\v  hack!  ^'<'ll  niia', 
(It  lii;lit  I'll!  pt  r-i'ii  !  "* 

••  I'm  one  of  tlir  "dear  things"   t^o.  .ain    1.'"  la'  -aid, 

with  ;4rim  huniour. 

••  Von  .an  i' .d  t  nouiih.  .anvu.iy.  N".  yu  arc  wroii;^. 
1)1, k  it  i-n'l  Hiat  I  don't  know  thiy  arc  r,;i!.  Of 
rour-f,  ihfV  .nf.  One  -pt.ik^  -ii[)criicially.  -.nintimfs. 
I.ci  nif  :i:i  1  t  viiiir  u'vp-a--  your  friiinl-.  I  -li.dl  liki_' 
thrill.  1  kii'.u  I  -hall  likf  tlKiii.  I  -h.dl  \n-  frii^dit fully 
iiiti  n-tt  d  in  tlu  m."' 

••  'I'luri'-  notliini,^  to  intrnst  you  in  tin  in."  he  -aid. 

"  ^  Mil   :iVi    dl-,an;ri  I'.aliK'  I 

••  No,  1  am  not.      Ik'  hoiust.  ami  you  know  th.it  t.ilk- 


\I,!,\V.\K1>  ^i^l'> 

in;,'  to  til"')  cfnilil  only  Ik'  ;in  r\hil)i)i<>n  of  p.ifrnn.-ijri'  on 
Vnur  par.    lui  of  sliyin>>  <>n  tin  it  -. 

"Dick.  Mill  ;irc  JU)t  ffiir.  \'nu  know  I  ,il\\;i\>  ^- t 
oil  will  with  pioplr  like  tli.it.  'I'nily.  I  lliink  tluir  life 
i,  womlirfiil      to  livi'  clnsi-  to  Nature  likf  that  1  " 

11.  Miiilfd  >..inionic,ill\ .  "  Don't  ymi  niminlM  r  wluit 
Dl-.  .^)llll^<ln  s;ii(i  to  sntllr  otic  wild  fjuslicd  to  llilll 
about  the  siiptrioi  li.i|)piinss  of  what  tin  y  cill'il  the 
SHvajTf  lifir'  vou  v^ould  c.ill  it  tlir  simple  life  tod  ly, 
pi  iliiji-  II  was  f.ir  uiori' f.indiii  tli.ui  you  ai-f.  *  Sir, 
tlirn-  r.iii  1m  nntliini,'  Mion-  falsi'.  Tlu-  sav;i<;»s  |ia\i'  no 
liodilv  advaiit.im's  Ih  yond  tliosf  of  civilixd  imn.  Tiny 
li.i\f  not  btttcr  health:  ati<I  a^  t<.  cut  or  iinnt  d  uiu-Hsi- 
m-s.  thi'V  aro  not  .diovc  it,  lint  In  low  it.  liki  hears. 
No,  sir,  vou  ar-  ii"t  t..  I  dk  -i|.!i  pnadov;  It  nie  hive 
no  more  on't.' 

■•  \\]i  il  do  vou  mean  to  provt   hy  that  r  '" 

■•  .lolm^oii  was  riyhl.  It  you  talkid  to  old  >:uu  danu  > 
ahiiut  the  eloriou»ne-'i  of  lisini^  clo>e  to  Nature,  he'd 
stall.  Ih  li\i's  dose  to  N.iture  iMciu^e  he  i>  Nature. 
hecaii>e  he  is  instinct  enihodied." 

"  Wt  II.  vou  d(  t!v  iiie  in--tiiMt,  till  11? 

*'  No.  hut  voii  and  I  have  travelled  so  fjir  from  instinct 
th.at  it  i>  rliliculou-  for  Us  t  >  pit  t.  rid  to  utidcrstand 
thoM  who  have  nevi  r  followed  ;iny tliint;;  cIm  .  Tlu're's 
onh  on,  thini,'  can  hrid^e  o\.r  t.n-ini.hr-!  andiiii;  — — ' 
I  \,    p  ois.  ,1  ;ihrupl  ly. 

••Wliafs  tliat-  "*' 

Hi-  he.irt  jirouijitid  an  .tn>wir  that  r<s(r\e  hi  Id  in 
check.  ,ind  his  lips  ^aid.  "  (iieat  sympathy  .and  intuition 
th.it  comes  of  it.'' 


Mai-\  s.ii  in  her  l.nl  <in  the  isi!!  h.  h^w  h,  r  aiiiifs 
frardeii.  ]il  intini;  voiitio;  fern  roots  mio  pots  rtady  for 
.sale  in   the  town.      She  liked  t!ie   wiu'k,   and   pittid   and 
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prcsMd  tlic  r;irt!i  into  tin  Miiall  jM-t-  uli^'li  tlic  ft'rn.i 
wdnlil  M)o!i  oiiturinv.  with  (Uftn.->.  Tlir  (.■titli  clun.i^ 
[()  li(  r  liiimT>  it  sii!i  It  (.!'  the  tlMiiip  1'!  !(•(■>  in  \hv  woods, 
and  tlic  frriiN  flioiixlv.  .  u:ivc  out  a  luttcr.  nutty  odour 
wliicli  cani.d  tlic  mind  into  An]),  -liady  |)Iut-..  1  he 
voun:;-  fro!id>  wtii  curl,  d  tightly  ami  covered  with 
"haii-v  dduii;  tluv  wt-'c  >!ia(,i:l  like  >mall.  hrown  cro/icrs 
---and  like  haiiy  fliii;.  !■-  'o<>.  Miry  ilmMirlit,  as  she  un- 
<airl((l  one  a  little  and  t'.  It  it>  i( -i^taiice.  the  youth  and 
teiKhr  itnacitv  of  it.  I'l-om  time  to  time  -tie  ])U-~!ied 
liack  her  liair."  and  in  i'  eartli->tained  hand-  It  ft  marks 
on  her  Idreliead. 

H.  r  tlioULiht-  were  with  Lyddon.  Not  definitely,  for 
she  was  partly  ihinkinu;  ah.ait  h.  r  uork  :  hut  I  lure  was 
a  -weet.  \\arni  con-ciou-nt-s  of  him  which  minirUd  with 
her  other  tlioui^hts  like  a  golden  thread.  Mary  had 
l)orrow((l  somethin.i,'  (d'  I'.m'ly".-  ,ulowin^'  heauty  in  these 
last  (lavs.  It  wa-  a>  if  a  hlooni.  a  richness  of  col- 
ourin,^,  had  lie.n  hut  her  hy  the  hapi>iiu'>s  whicli  filled 
hrr.  II«i  hlood  moved  more  (julckly,  her  senses  were 
keener,  -he  felt  h.  r  ]i]iy-ieal  life  at  it-  fulle-t.  The  in- 
tense vitality  id"  v.  hi<'h  I.vddon  wa-  so  aware  in  her.  was 
increased.  Slie  c(mld  have  laughed  aloud  witli  the  mere 
ioy  ')f  li\in.i:,'  and  piide  (d'  l:-ndy.  iler  twenty-mile  walk 
1,  t't  h.er  untired:  h.  r  uid..  vivid  -inile  and  pretty  cnjour- 
ini,'  brought  hi  r  !)etti  r  luck  than  she  Iiad  e\er  had  before 
in  selling;'  her  flo-.M  r- :  people  turned  to  look  at  her  in 
tlie  streets  as  th-v  looked  ,at  IjiTly.  and  she  liad  h.eard 
them  sav  ■•  What  a  ])reity  .u^yp-y  I  "  or  '•  What  a  i)retty 
flower -^iri  I  ** 

Vet  she  \\  is  not  hiautiful  lil-e  Idu'ly  :  it  was  her  joy 
and  youth  tiiat  made  her  r.'diate  attraction. 

As  she  prt  — ed  in  th.e  hahy  ferns.  >he  sancj  to  herself 
n  little.  And  th.i'.  sinhh  nly.  she  sloj)ped.  Some  one 
was  cryinir.  (juitt'  close  to  her. 
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S!u-  ]v.it  llic  f.rii^.  -li<-  li.nl  in  l..r  lip  into  tli.-  t);i-~kct 
a-iin.   ^i.onk    the  ..irtli    '>ut    of   lu  r    -l.iit,   a.   >Uv   Aood 

U[).  •■III. I   li-t'  mil. 

'i'l -,  it  u,i>  .1  u'irl  <>i"  a  woiii.ui  crvmu'.  Mai'V  \v.dki<l 
H  litii,.  w,iv  (Iwun  thr  liill  into  tlir  1  rick  vail.  y.  '!'•) 
tlir  riu-ht  l:i\   a  (■ott.•l^.•  inliiliitr.l  I)y  halt'  linnl  liaukir- 

prnj-.l,"^    ,,t'    tin.     (jirtlr^t     aild     p.HM,      t      -nrt.         A     -wl     th.Tc 

|i,.ul   iti~t  liL.l  1mi-  thinl  l)a!)y.      Hat   it  ua^  ii..t   troin  the 
(•,>tt;'iiir    thai    thf    u.rpin--    can:.-.      'I'lii  iv    -wa.    ^Ihiu'r, 


prohalilv     vnniii,^ 


iiintlu  r    ami    chiM    u.  n-    i'l'th    a>lrr[). 


ntul  thr  chiMiaii  playiii.i,^  up  in  \\.<'  mWm^v  or  _.ii  thi' 
h(illir.>.  'I'lu  crviiii,^  came  t'l  oni  a  clin::!)  of  ^otm'  farthiT 
oil'  in  t!i.'  hri.k'  valh  V.  .Maiv  ualk.il  louai-,!>  it.  and 
>:i\v  a  torn,  hlack  ~ki.  t  and  tuo  Ion-',  th.in  1-,--  in  muddy 
lioot^  -.how  Mi^-  fn'iii  ill  ni'ath  it. 

It  was  .Mdly  Chili'it.  .Mary  lu-ifatid.  TIm-  (hd- 
,Mit^  wrn-  nnirii  <i.-piM<l  Iiy  thr  lult.  r  cla-^  .d'  "  trav.  1- 
1,  r>."  Mr-.  (  hilrut  ua>  a  wo'.aan  ol'  di>r(putai)lr  chai- 
actia-,  and  it  ua.  -aid  that  all  lirr  (laui,ditir-.  one  al't.'r 
thi-  other,  had  -"""i-  to  the  had.  with  their  niotlurV- 
connixanee.  'i'l"  late-t  >eandal  :d)..-ut  them  wa>  th.at 
eoiitrarv  to  "  tra\eller  "  law,  which  forl»i(U  a  younirinaii 
to  camp"  witli  a  _\onni;  woman  of  ditrer.  nt  family  until  >hc 
ha-  hein  "  i;iv("n  ""  to  him.  a  hoy  of  lifteen.  of  a  family 
.superior  to^Milly"-,  had  iioii  "'tierd  away"  hy  .Mr>. 
Chileiit.  .and  ha.r,i"ilied  the  Chihail-  uithout  hi-  t'atherVs 
coil-,  nt.  No  one  comhiiiiud  Milly,  »ho  w.i-  tlie  cause 
ui  the  youii--  man">  leavin^r  hi>  father's  tent,  hut  Mrs. 
Chileiit   wa-  uiu\er-ally  blamed 

Marv  he^an  to  tuMi  aw.ay  ai:aiii.  The  J.aiia -es  con- 
sid.  red"  lhen:-.h.-  of  li. Her  faniilv  than  ritii.  r  the 
Chileut.  or  MillvV-  lover,  and  k.  pt  fne  .)f  all  di-putcs 
or  dra:inu-  with  thnii.  Tl,.  n  the  girl's  >oh-,  touched 
her  h.  art.  and  slie  went  over. 

Miliv     lookeil     up     «iih     .1     tear->taimd     Uu't'.       She 
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V. as     IK)     li.iiri'     lliaii      ('(iiirtt  ( II.      tlimi^Ii     ,-,lu'     looked 

ohlrr. 

••  \Vliaf>  ill.'  ii:att(  r?  '"  >ai.i  M.irv. 

.Millv  only  ,M)l,i).(l. 

*■  ^  t  r.""  ^aid  .Marv.  uith  j;-!  iit  li  :n ->  In  r  u;)nl>  hrlii  d. 
"■M(i|i  lliat  ii(ii-f.      \\  liat    i--  it.'      An-  voii  iTviir  about 

.M  ill\    iioildi  (!   lii  >•  li(  ad. 

'■  Hi-  I'atlirr  udiTt  have  !ilin,"  --ln'  -aid,  l)i-lutiii  liiT 
Ul^jlill^•.       ■■  Ilt"Sf  a-tariicil  bllll  nut." 

"Ill  taiiud  liiiii-tli  out."  -aid  Marv.  *'  Wliat've 
lie  doiK  in  \(iur  tail,  ta^^iu'  at'tri-  you  all  and  !)rill<fin' 
-liaiiif  and  talk  nu  Miu  I  \\\i\  didn't  vou  wait  and  ^rt 
married  proj)!  rr  " 

Milly  >ol,!„.,l. 

*•  He  ui  lit  l):ick  to  hi-  I'atlirr.  and  hi-  father  -eiit  'ini 
oir  ahout    III-  1mi-iIM  --."   -he  J^ot  oUt. 

"  Win  re  i-  he  niiu  f  " 

"We  wa-  caiiiiiin'  up  at  Hiaulitu  HaiN.  and  lit- 
couldn't  find  u-.  W'lun  he  e-ot  yer,  Ih'  ua-  halt"  >tar\ed. 
Hadn't  eat  nothin'  fcu'  three  day-.  I.iki-  a  >kelitin  lie 
wa-.      H.-'.dn't  no  t'  nt  nor  notliin'." 

"  He*,-  no  e-ood."  -aid  Mary  iiiipatii  iitly.  "There's 
,d\vav-  -aek-  to  he  had  fur  tlu'  a-kin*.  He  could  i-iake 
hi>M  if  a  tent  if  he  u  anted." 

"He'\e  a  made  hi--elf  one  now  with  sack-  and  ra^s 
uliat  he  |iick((l  up."  -a!d  .Milly.  looking  Up  with  (juick 
ho-!  illty. 

"  Well,  "hat  vou're  crvin'  ahout.  now'-  " 

"  I  wi-h  he  hadn't  a-coiiie  hack."  >aid  Milly.  cryini^ 
af  ri  -li. 

"  Wtll.  «liv  dnn't    V(!U  -end   him  almut   hi-  Iiu-iness.'  *' 

"Oh.  I  (  ui'tl" 

"  Till  n  i;;it   ma  rrii  d." 

A-  .-<ion  a>  -he  had  ,uivin  thi-  ;d\ice  Marv  lie-itated. 
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What  Ufiiiiil  tlusc  hvo  ftrklr->  cmMri'i  do  if  t!i(  y  inai"- 
riiil  anil  in  j,ati  tn  In  iirt  nt  In  i'  <lill(lrrii  r  W'liiTr  uould 
tin  11"  Iji'iail  ('i)iiic  I  rum  .' 

"  Wit  it  can  '!'(  il  ilii."       W'iiat  can  hi    make  mnii.y  at  ' 

•"I  (hmiiii."'  >aiil  the  i;lil.  jiickin^r  -ulN uly  at  the 
l,n"a^^. 

■■  Arc  \t)ii  cnm"  ti)  have  a  Ij  ih\  .'  "'  a^kcd  Marv  >ud- 
(li  nl\ . 

"  No.  I  ain't. "" 

"W'tlh  uhv  dim"!  vol!  -end  Ted  ofl'  an<l  make  him 
(  arn  >oine  moiiev.  and  I  hi  ii  mair\'  him .'  "  said  .Mai'V. 

The  iriri  -aid  nothini;-.  She  -i  i  mid  halt'->l  upid  froni 
fear  or  i^rii  1",  or  iiideci-ion. 

■•  I'd  lie  a-haiiied  |o  ha\e  folk-  talkin'  a-  the\'  ih)  about 
\oii  and  voiir  mother  'licin'  Ted  nti'  like  ihat." 

Millv  had  a  -tiddi  n  hia./t   ol  aiic'er. 

"  Noll  can't  talk.  .Marv  .lanio.  l-'o|k-  i-  ->a_\  iiT  things 
"hunt   \iin  .and  _\oiir  fine  (ior^^o  up  in  the  hii-he-." 

.M.ir\   tin -hid. 

"What   thin;j,'-  i'<  thev  .a--avin"r 

Millv  -aid  ihe  un-]ieakahle  thini;".  and  Mary  fla-hed 
into  fury. 

•'  \o\\  >ay  it  au'ain,  Millv  Chilcut  ! '" 

Milly  repeated  it  and  -tood  up.  wild  eved. 

.Mary  took  a  .-tcp  for»\ard.  She  scarcely  knew  uli.at 
>he  intended  to  do,  hut  Infore  -he  had  rai-ed  a  haiid 
or  uttend  a  sound  the  half  -a\ae'e  child,  for  -he  \va> 
little  more,  had  hit  her  in  the  fact'  uilh  .a  -tick  uhiidi 
she  held  ill  her  liaiid.  'l"he  -x^'tch  c.aui^ht  Mai'v  in 
the  ev( .  and  the  ])aiii  .and  smart  Were  -o  inten-e  that 
she    st.'ii^'ir,.i-t.,l    liHck,    un.alile    to    see.        When    she    -platli^ 

forward  to  <rrappli-  with  her  as-ailant.  -he  found  Unit 
Milly  had  fled.  Neverthele--.  -he  ma  le  an  attempt  to 
c'ha-e  lier,  thonijii  her  \i-ion  wa-  iduriail  \sith  teaiv>  of 
J)ain.      Shi'  >.'iw.  a>  >he  uipid  them  aw.'iv  on  her  apmn, 
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tli;ii   it  u;i^  lildoil-sl.'MiH  .1.      'I'lh'  twii,'  li.i'l  cut  liir  cvclid. 
Slu;  soon  (ll^l-t^(l   1 11)111   ill  r   ii^rli  >>  .111(1  aiii;!V   pursuit. 
She   li;i(l  stiunlilid  nt'ti  >■    Millv   on    to   tlio   liii^li-road,  l)Ut 
now  -at   on  a  ^tont'  mar  \\>  <lu-t_v  Mr^c,  liot-taccd  and 
pantin^r.    and    \o^^ini;•   that    sin-  uould    '^^Iw   that    Chilcut 
^ii'l  what   for  uhi  n  next  -lie  met  hi  r.     She  couhl  ^carcrly 
(ipi  ri  hii-  injund  i  vr.  hut  attcr  a  whih'  --he  had  rccovirul 
sutiicicntly   to  ^^i  t   up  and   iiiaki-   hi  r  way   towards   Miss 
I'rita's   litld.      Shf    wouKl    make   u[i   a   fire   in    Lyddon'.s 
tint    against   liis   nlurii.   \vhi(h   ht    had    told  iier   nii^lit 
l)c'  about  lialf-pa>t    six — supp(  r-t  iiiic.      Siic   forgot   her 
.smart iiii^  v\r  and  an/^i-ry   fee  lini;s   a^   she  drrw   inar  the 
field    in    wliicli    hi-    tciit    wa>    pitchid,    smokiliss.    htlow 
a  hkacktiiorn  huliJH'  now  in  full  hal'.      Life  luld  l)i;;-;;i'r, 
swi(  tiT  tiling-  lor  lnr.  -hr  could  atl'crd  to  put  her  desire 
for  rivin'Tc  in  the  hacki'round.      Onlv  an  hour  si  !  aratcd 
ill  r    from    the    man    that    was    lit  r    world    and    h.er    sole 
de>ire.      She  tightened  hi  r  hand-  as  if  in  u  forita>te  of 
hap})iness. 

"  When  I've  made  his  (ire  I'l!  nij)  haik  and  clean 
meself  in  a  bucket  of  water,"  >hf  thou.<,dit.  She  knew 
tliat  lier  lovir  liked  to  see  lu  r  tidy  and  m  ,at.  and  was 
aware  that  her  aj)pearance  at  j)re-ent  did  not  fulfil  that 
ideal. 

She  wa.s  always  makliii^  fi\i  ri-h  iniu'r  iioti  s  of  his 
a])j.rovals  and  di>appn)vals.  He  did  not  care  to  see 
(lirtv  nails,  for  >lir  had  walilied  him  with  >nm"  sur- 
pri'-e  clcininij  his  own,  though  it  wa-  only  larth  which 
l)lackeiud  thiin,  and  tartli  is.  to  a  uyp-y,  ""  dean  dirt," 
and  not  detilin,!,'.  Since  then  she  had  toihd  at  her 
own  with  a  ])ii'ee  of  -tick.  She  noticrd  that  he  did  not 
like  to  see  her  si-ter'-  chiidreii  with  runnini^  noses, 
and  Wiped  the  baby':.  wlu!ie\>r  slii'  wa>  in  charo;e,  and 
saw  that  its  face  wa-  tree  from  any  -tain,  however 
"clean"    the    dirt.      She    brushed    her    thick    hair    with 
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t!,i  I  inkt  ri  <.!>i  Iiru-li  tli;it-  was  oiir  nf  in  r  trc.'i^iiri'S, 
and  wa>  npaid  wlu  ii  !ii  toiicluil  it  and  calK  d  it  hraiitil  ul. 
Sill  \va>lit(l  it  too.  and  calltd  out  Imrni-liid  browns, 
like  autumn  >un-!:inc  on  lilhn  K'a\(^,  in  its  cloudy 
daikiu-.^.  Slic  "iMc  InT  pritlii-t  kt  rclui  1  -■-hf  notii'rd 
that  lit'  pnttrrtd  !a  r  iii  a  "diklo"  to  a  hat.  lltT 
Iliads  and  i^uids  In.'  likid,  or  slie  would  have  >acriii(.'cd 
till  III. 

She  ^oundid  him  uith  cunnini^  as  to  any  cliani^i'  which 
he  disirid  in  hcf.  Ch  an  of  jurson,  as  iiio^t  ot"  the 
pui'i-r  blond  yvp^iis.  she  had  alway>  hci  n,  hut  now  she 
-trove  aftr  tin-  iiici  tii  >  of  the  toiKt.  She  cvi  n  un- 
earthed a  tooth-l)ni>h,  which  was  a  relic  (d"  the  days 
when  she  h  ■(!  attinded  a  hoard  xhool.  and  hrushi(l  her 
even  voun:,^  N'tli  «ith  it  -liet'orr  this  acce->  of  coquetry 
she  had  onlv  picked  lliein  after  meals  with  a  splinter 
when  tlav  lueiKd  it.  Hut  health  and  si'uple  living 
will  oftiti  kt  ep  the  itdli  wliiti'  where  the  art>  of  civilisa- 
tion fail.  .Marv  regarded  the  tooth  l)ru>li  as  an  un- 
ncce--ary  rilimment.  hut  .in  il(;,Mnee  which  made  hiT 
worthier  of  In  r  i^entknian   huir.      Ilir  (iranny   .I.anies 
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ead    w  lien    sUe   died 


tlioUi;h  thcv  Were  yellowed  with  tobacco  smoke,  and 
she  would  not  have  known  what  to  do  with  a  tooth- 
brush. 

.Marv  picked  up  ,a  lit  tit  bumlle  of  fin  wood  I'roin  ;i 
liolc  in  the  hed^e  where  she  had  tii('di  ii  it  bt  Mile  the 
bridal  lilossoin  of  wild  carrot,  still  heavy  with  the  morn- 
ing's rain,  which  lined  the  wattr-filltd  ditch.  Here,  in 
the  lee  of  the  hednf,  it  w.is  w.ariii.  and   I. it-,  h.a-tenin;^ 
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growth  flesh  ill, pulse.      A   iiiavdiii-h  yave  out   a   riot  of 
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li.r  (liiU  a])!'!.!!.  ,iinii[)((l  tlif  (iili'Ii  .•i^.iin.  .■md  tli.ri 
cuiif  to  a  -iniiriMil  >l;u;iM;ll.  .nid  loi  1.  il  .ilioiit  for  ii 
!ii(;ui>  III'  r-ca|ii  .  |,\(lil(iii  u.i>  ,t  p|)i-oacliili:,^  lur  on  the 
j)at  11.  and  u  i(li  liini  \^a-  a  ladv. 

lint  t.i  (\adr  tlltlll  ua>  i  lii  ]  U)-Ml  ilr.  TlnV  \^  <  IT  (li- 
iHctlv  ill  tlir  liiu-  of  i-fli-cal.  Ndtliini;  could  liavc  hfcii 
,i, ,,,.,.  uiifoi  timalr.  SIm-  n  im  III!,,  ii'd  lur  diiiy  and 
l)l(iod->taiiu  il  fact,  i.n-  .  artliv  li  md-.  Ii.r  ajiroii,  li.r 
inai-k^  of  confliit.  I.xi'don  mu-t  not  -if  Iut,  ahovo 
all  lir  ii:ii-t  not  fid  ad.ai: ail  of  In  r  li.  fon-  a  .ijaiiji  ladv. 
Shf  croui'lMd  down  info  the  ditcM.  and  |)nlirid>(l  to 
Iju^v  lin-Mlf  wlili  t_\;'iu-  \\\>  Ihr  \\oo<l  'n  tlii'  hope  that 
I.vddon  woidd  pa-  hir  hy.  IJut  I'draiioi'  ua>  anxious 
to  he  "Tacaou-.  lo  allV  of  fla  hawker  people  that  she 
mcounterrd  :  .Ma;-."--  dark  hair,  t'roiii  which  the  yellow 
(iiklo  had  dipptd.  and  the  M'leani  (d'  her  -^uiii^ini^r  lar- 
rinu-  cauii'ht  hi  r  at  U  id  ion.  and  she  delayed  I,yddon,  who 
would  lia\c  pa^Ned  on. 

••  I  {.  r.'  i>  a  frii  nd  id'  vour-.  I  know  1  '"  >hi'  said.  "  Von 
are  a  evp.,v.  I  am  >ure  I '" 

-rill  a  h-avdl.r.  niy  lady."  said  Mary,  reddiinnif, 
her  hiad  k.  pi  down.  In  r  (yes  anxiouvly  turned  tuwiirds 
Lyddon's  fiii'ui'e.  half -arre-ted  in  the  jialh. 

"'•Dick.   l)lt-kl   lainie    lure   and    inhoduce    nie."   called 
I'de.iiior. 

-Coinc  aiwl  -ee  the  tent."  .>aid  he.  with  a  sul)-note 
of  anxietv  and  ii'rit  ation.  .-•  i  i;  i  li  n  i,^  luhind  her  hack  to 
^Ma.ry  to  ii-o  away. 

Hut  Marv's  ( -I'ajie  was  hlocked  nlentles^ly  hy 
]-;ii'.anor,  and  l.y.hh'irs  m. -lure  an-ered  her.  Who  was 
this  fine  rauiue  who  called,  liim  hy  hi--  .ir-'t  name,  and 
was  made  w  elconu-  to  his  teiit  .' 

••  Do  vou  ti  11  !oI■iune^:  "  -aa!  1  deanor. 

"  No."  mdadN."  -:dd   Mary   in   her  hoai---e.  swcid  voice. 

•'  Oh.  vou  do!      \'oU  know   vou  do.      I'm  not  ;Ll,■oin,^•  to 
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till  nil  \()ii.      Dick,  lid  iii'ikr  Iicr  conn    ill  \()iir  tent   uith 
u>  .iiul  n  .111  my  li.unl." 

■'  >lic  (jni   -n't     till    tiill  Mill  ^.""    -.■ll(i    I. _\  iMnll    illip.lt  ii  lit  !y 

osi  r  lil>  ^liniiliu  r.      ""  ('nine  .■ilmii,^.  I'lKaiior." 

■■  .Nil.  I'm  imt  ciiMiini;'  nil.  lt*>  im  ;;i)n(l  i^^'t  t  iii^'  ;iii- 
iiMVi  1 1.  I  km;^^  ymi  tno  \m  11  t-)  min:l  it'  _\  on  ,irc  .■iiiimvcil 
or  lint." 

.M.ir\  lil'tiil  111  r  Im  ;ul  .it  li-t  tn  ll.rnu  a  li.i-lv  i^laiicc 
jit  liiiii.  th.it  H.'i--  li.ill'  n  -I  ntmiiit  .uiil  li.ilt'  .il.irm. 

■'(Jh.  iiiv  di.'ii'  ciiilil,"  >;iiil  I'.li.iiinr  in  :,o  iiiiiiic  cnii- 
(1  rn.  "  vUi.it  lii\c  \  nil  (Iniic  to  vmir  eye'"  Slie  c  une 
cln>e.  '"Oh.  '.Umt  a  dreadtiil  cut!  It  mit;-ht  lia\e 
liliinleil  yiiii." 

Slie  li.iij  1h  r  li.niil  mi  .Mary'--  .aim  iinw,  .ainl  M.iry 
u  rin^^rl,  ,1  (Vi  e  >iilkilv. 

"Anil  ynii"'a-   riiliheil   i.irtii   iiitn   it!      ^'()ll   -illv   ij,irl. 
you    ini^lit    i^et    tet.inii>    nr    ^onie    (Irr.ult'iii    di^e.a-i     hv 
dniiii.^^  ,a  tiling  like  tli.at.       l*romi>e  nn    fn  l'o   ri^ht   Immi 
.■iiid  u.a-li  it  nut  ,it  cnce.      Nn.  u.iit  !      I'll  do  it  t'or  vou. 

lieTe  111  .M  r.  I,\  iidnn\  tent." 

"  I  dnn't  want  it  ua^lied.  ni'ladv  !  "' 

"  I,ea\e  the  i,nrl  .I'line.  Ml(  .annr.  .and  cnme  ale'iii;'."  >.iid 
L\iidnn  di  ^[ler.ati  ly.  -t  ri(!iiii4- !■  n-k. 

M.iry's  )'e>cntment  .and  -ii^|iicinii  ^iiddeidv  llinied  up 
a^.iin^t  liti'lnMi'.  Shediau  liei'xl  t  >t  r.ainht,  and  looked 
at   him. 

"'  \  oil  liM\c  nie  .alone,  my  l.adv."  -.lid  >I'e.  with  -iinii- 
1  di  d  huniilit  V,  "  like  th'e  ^-eimlem.an  ver  ti  1!>  \nii.  Vou 
don't  want  to  tniich  us  diitv  tr.avelli  r>.  Innk,  \vith  voiir 
nici.  clean  *.iiid>,  do  -he.  m\'  i^eiinlem.-iii  r  " 

I.yddoii  -unic  undei-  hi-  iua.ath.  .M,ar\  h.id  ini-un- 
dei'^tood  iiim. 

■■  .M.iry  !  '"  la-  s.dd  appi  din^Iv. 

She  took  no  not  ice  of  him. 

"  I'll  i,m(>  .and  ua-h  it  m\~elt',"  .-he  -.dd,  ir.i/iiitr  down 
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at  I'.ltanor.  ''It's  (in'v  a  xT.iliIi  I  <^i)\  i\;j;]i\'ui\  Wc 
liavillir^  lia^  a  liil  dI'  a  xrap  nn\\  and  ai,r,  ji  !)itui\t 
ouix  1\  t  ^.'" 

••  W  liat  lia>  li  ippciKiK'  Wlio  dill  that,  Maryr" 
a^krd  h.  1  ln\(  r.  |iiidiiii;,f  l;iiii--(  il  1m  I  hit  litr,  rcsolvfd 
that  -\h-  ~l:i'uld  not  think  him  uillitii^  to  iLrnorc  her. 

lie  .-(  iimIv  th()iiu,ht  of  what  in-  -aid  in  lii>  anxit-ty  to 
cori'i  it  h'  r  imiin  ^.linn. 

"A    1)    h- ,'*    -aid    Mirv    dt  liht  rati  ly.   ^^i/in^ 

pa-t  him  at  l-'.lranor.  and  i:iadi'  a  wild  da-li  for  (wn- 
(li)iii  to  thf  ,i,^ltl^  cDiis,  ii)u>  that  >lir  liad  pitrified  iicr 
liian  IS. 

'"What  an  ijhmann.rid  >{)rcinun,"'  remark. -d  I'dcanor 
conllv.  facin;;  I.yddon. 

"  1       I  .-mi  rniiai^i  d  to  lie  niarrud  to  lur.**  lir  said. 
'•  ()h  ""    -aid    I'.Iianor.    and    for    tlii'    mouunt    stu' 

could  (ind  nolhinij:  <  1-t  to  say  in  the  face  of  siuh  a 
state  nicid. 

I.vddon  walkdl  alonu;  In  side  lur  in  anixry  -ilmce.  IK' 
w.is  anL;i-v  with  himself,  an^'ry  with  l".!einor,  anf^ry 
with  Marv.  What  in  heaven's  name  had  indiuad  Mary 
to  come  in  such  a  state,  at  the  ])recise  moment  when  he 
would  have  shielded  lur  from  the  critical  presence  of 
l''leaiior.^  Whv  in  the  nam.'  of  the  powers  had  slie, 
iisuallv  so  M'.iitle,  cho-i  n  to  behave  like  a  wild  cat? 
and  whv  had  he  allouid  the  situation  to  dev.loj)? 
He  was  roused  from  his  distress..!  ini'dltation  by 
I'deanor. 

'•  I  am  so  sorrv.  Dick.  Vou  must  be  lonj^nni;  to  wrinfj 
tny  neck  !  " 

"  It   is   I  who  ouu:lit    to  apoloirisi'.**  he  said  furiou-ly. 

"Didv    for   stupidity,    niy    dear   man.      Of    cour-i " 

.she  hesitated  aiul  tlun  said,  not  witliout  malici — 
'•your  fiaiu'.'.'  was  hurt  at  your  attitude.  Vou  should 
ha  v.    introduci'd  her  at  once,  and  not  tri.d  to  hurry  me 
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t).i,t.      It    In.  kill  .t-<   tl;iiiiL;li   vnii  wen-  :i>li;iiiu(l  of  her, 
and  tli.it  u,,>  1  ii'iiii;li  to  iiiikf  In  r  iiii^r_\."" 

Ilf  III  ulc  ii'i  .•in>ut  r. 

TliiV  li.id  itiiliiil  till' door  of  the  t(iit,  and  -lie  -.latiil 
hi  r-<  If  on  I  liii\  at  the  i  ntrancf.  and  it  uliiii;L;  up  to  liini, 
laid  111  1-  littlr  hand  <>n  iii^  sIm\i-  iiii|)id-i\  idv. 

••  Mv  di  ir  l)ii  k.  uc  art  old  (  iiouy;h  t'lirnds  for  yon 
to  !iav,  tidd  iiii  till-  at  lir>l.  Did  Vou  think  I  shouldn't 
undtr>t  md  r  "" 

'•  ^.^Z"  !m   -..irl.  v,,rtiniii'^r.      -  I  did." 

"Will.  \iai  air  wynDU."  >!u-  s.iid.  "I  can  under- 
stand, kiiMwinir  vou."  Thin  ^he  added,  after  a  puu.se, 
*•  She  i^  li,i!id>oi:if.       And  \i  V\   VOIIIIL,'.*" 

l.vdduii  >l!i-ank  from  (hM■ll~Mn^,'  ,Marv.  He  told  liiin- 
s,  If  ai^'iin  and  .•iLJ.ain  th.at  he  had  not  lu  eii  a.->lianied  of 
her.  th.it  he  could  lUNer  he  a>h,iiiicd  of  her.  \'ct  >he, 
who>e  .^hvtiK.s  and  .>ueetne-->  had  charmed  him,  had 
.shown  111  iM  If  fnr  once  .is  a  virago,  ami  that  hefore  a 
woman  ulio>r  fiii  nd-lii])  had  hei  n  .so  lon<r  part  of  his 
life  that    he  valued  it. 

••  Arr  vou  honi-tlv  fond  of  her?  *"  s.iid  I'.le.mor,  with 
.snddi  n  dinctnos.  •"Don't  l)e  ani,n-y  uith  me  for  ask- 
in/x-  Dick." 

'*  Of  cour-i ,  1  am." 

I'.li  anor  thought  for  a  inoiiK  nt. 

"  I  .should  like  to  meet  lur  .n-Mi.!.  uiiiler  more  f avour- 
ahle  circui'istaTices."  she  >aid.  "  I  >Iio'ddn't  like  the 
^irl  vou  are  to  marry  to  hate  ux-.  ^'ou  marly  hrouuht 
that  ahout." 

"  You  two  uill  have  nothintr  in  common,"  he  said,  with 
-titrnt-s.  "Miry  is  a  wild  creature;  xli,.  i^n't  ahle  to 
e^prl,-•^  };<  ix  If,  least  of  all  to  you.  I'm  not  ^oiriLT  to 
mikf  the  mistake  of  taking  her  out  of  her  environ- 
ment." 

She  smiled,  and  indicated  tla   snM^ky  little  tent. 
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"'  Tin  II    ViM|"r(     Il'it    ^iljlii;-  li.'K  k    III    |!h      Mi  llillll    |IIM|)1|.- 
*■    l*\c     (lrii[)|M(l      tin      IMMIliM   l'l'l;il      >!(!(■     ()|      it      111!"     r\  I  l'- 

iiM  ii  .       It'    I    wiirk    aijiiii,    1    -|i  ill   w.iik     iinl   t  \|)t  riiiniit 
fur  iMv-i  It'."* 

*■  Ami  \  iiiir  can  If      air  xmi  u  it  Inn  it   a:iili't  ic.ii .' 

"  'I'ln-  kiiiil  lit'  aiiiliit  iiiii  \  mi  im  an  ji  ail>  uto  capt  ivity 
of  inliid  .iiiii  luuly." 

"  Ami  iiiav  ii'it  tlii>  !ir\v  lit'r  (if  yiiiir-  make  ymi  nir- 
riiu  '  And  \(t  I  ildn't  kimu.  I  always  said  y<ui  wife 
licit  t\v(  lit  ii  t  li  (  (  111  iir\ .  1  -ii|i|»n  (■  it  \va^  ail  iii>t  iiict  likr 
viiiir^  tliat  dniM'  nmnk^  nut  nf  cupmiiiiiit  it>  to  casas  on 
tiif  iiioiiiitaiii  ^idi  to  tlirou  (  \ .  ry  t  liiM:,^  ovnlioard;  I've 
had  it  niv-i  If.  Itiit  iiio~t  ot'  n>  an  .ifraiil  to  try.  wc 
arr  conscioiis  that  \\v  should  fail,  thil  \m-  -liniildn't  he 
.s(|f  -iitl'citnt  iiioiiyh.  I'crhaps  ymi  will  iiiakr  a  Micaa^ss 
of  it.  voii  caM'-niaii  I  " 

lie  laiii,difd,  hi-  i^ood  Iniiiiciir  n^torcd. 

'*  It  is  no  dcfiiiitc  (  Np(  riiiu  lit."  lie  said  -hyly-  ''  Don't 
think  that.  It  is  only  a  t'nrdom  to  (onir  and  j^o  as 
I  like,  to  lir  ind(  ni  ndriit  of  a  socii  ty  which  nicaiis  notli- 
in<^  to  iiu'.  to  lia\c  the  rii,dit  to  wander  up  and  (hiwn 
the  cai'lh  as  I  please,  and  enoii^li  nioney  to  ( iiahlc  nii' 
to  do  il.  to  fojlou  an  instinct  uhich  has  pcs^rssed  me 
.since  I  was  a  l)ov.  which  i^  to  avoid  the  hiL:;h-roads  and 
folhiw  the  foot-paths,  and  lie  accountalile  to  no  one  for 
my  h(  iLavioiir.'' 

•• 'S'ou  are  ,a  Titer  Tan  in  tlie  tree-tnp>."'  said  slic. 
"  \'ou  iu\cr  i^rvw  up.  Will  you  have  any  !iead(iuarters 
whei'e  one  mav  i  \pect  to  write  to  you  somctinu'S  r  " 

"A  tramp's  lit  ad(|ua  rlers."  he  said,  with  .i  laULch. 
1) a!  iiH  in-^r  a  lialf-Iiiirnt  stick  on  his  tinker.  "'  Seriously, 
I  ixjiect  I  sh.all  liave  a  peniianent  cuiip  somewhere. 
You    .s(  e    wc    may    h.ivc    children.      And    I    sliali    do    a 
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littl.      Ufirl,.     tnn.    :ili(l     for    fli.lf     \M'     >'ltll     Wltlt     In     li.i\e 

"  Till  M  viui  arc  t,n>iiij,'  In  li\r  fur  tlic  tliiii^>  von  ciiri" 
for  iiio.t  ;-  ""  >l:r  -  lid  "  i-l  t'uliv .  ""  \'<  !  !i.i|i-  v"ii  an-  ri_i,'hU 
Dirk.  I  l-'l  oft.  II  a-  if  ori(  ih..l.  J  a  catatl^Mii  \n 
i-jil  dill'-.  Ill  ini;  of  the  [)ara»ilc  miii-  .mpI  ill  ilicialil  ics 
u  lii(  li  iliiiu  "II  to  oni  ■>  rial  -t  If  and  iliokr  ii .  'I'u  ni  joy 
llfr  ,,-,  littl.  .liiM'-iti  iii,i(iy  it.  and  voinii;  mothers  mjoy 
it.  and  hiiiN  I  n.;oy  it  only  Ti  t(  r  Taii^  can  do  tliat.  if 
thcv  all  not  citlicrfhildr.il  or  yoiiiin-  motlicr^  or  hird'^. 
Civili-cil  c-.i>t.n(c  i-.  -o  \id:;ar  and  iioi-y  that  c.iic  <rcts 
d.afiiiid  to  the  iipd' r  and  o\rr  tone-.  Sii(a"c>s  in  life 
nic.ui>  faihirc  in  t!ic  cs-ciit i.tl>  which  .aic  so  diliiiailt  to 
n mil  ."* 

lie  cuiijld  the  note  of  sincerity  in  Ik  r  voice,  .and  for 
a  iiionii  lit  s;i\v  an  I'lcaiior  uho  .uhiiittid  defeat,  iin 
Ide.iiior  "ho  had  for  the  iiioimilt  dro|)|iid  the  pri'tcnCL' 
of  hein^'  >.ati-.li(d  "ith  "hat  her  life  had  to  otl"cr  hiT. 
'Flu  re  were  lines  ;d)oiit  III  r  niouth.  Ii.irdne>s  in  her  eyes. 
A  rush  of  sviiipathy  for  l.i  r  ni.idi  him  s;rti  the  tjiin^' 
uhich  hurt  most. 

••  Voii  oiic;ht  to  marry,  you  oiiM-ht  to  have  cliildrcii. 
^'oll^e  jiist  ndniittcd  that's  the  way  women  yet  hold  of 
the  111  st   there  is." 

"Vis,"  she  said.  '"I  ounlit  to  have  had  children. 
So  ouyhr  ever  -n  manv  "0:1. in  that  I  know.  Failing 
that,  one  can't  atl'ori!  to  see  too  much  of  Nature.  One 
is  al'raid  of  her.  She  L;i\es  one  such  hiniit  reminders. 
She  h.is  a  "av  of  reininiliiio:  one  of  the  iliui  xitfil—dn 
you  knovv  your  l?eri;sonr  She  throws  sprinc'-timc  nnd 
vouiii:  iiirds  and  limhs  in  your  teilh.  So  town  life 
and  all  its  (list  r.actions  and  occiipa:  ions  liecome  a  neces- 
sitv  to  a  hiiulv  woman.  I've  a  cravinir  fop  dean  air 
and  "ild  places  wliich  I  dare  not  satisfy.  I  souietime-i 
think    that    wonim    are    afraid    of   Nature   just    because 
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Niliiri'  i-.  imp.  i.ili\r  In  llnm.  If  If  wim  ii"t  for  wottK'ri, 
ill. If  w.iiilil  lie  III)  (i\ili-iil  111'..  Artifi.  i.ilit  y  i-*  tlnir 
rrfu^r,." 

'*  W'li.it  ii'in-i  ri-i'  Vfiirn  talking;,""  >.iiil  ln'  pn^itiMly. 
"  ^■|)ll  will  iiiiirrv.  \i>\\  .Iff  sn-  —  "  lie  III -it.iti'd. 
'M'liu'rf  (V.rvtliJ);;  tli:it  ni.i-t  in.  ii  likt  pntty  and 
(I.  \i  r  .mil  t■ll.■ll■I^l!l^^  .iiul  all  that."' 

"  ^'()ll  arc  imi^t  .  iicoiir.ii^ini:."'  ^iic  n  torti.l.  "  Hut 
I  (Iiin'l  want  •  iii<i>l  null."  'I'lialV^  an  (ili>tacK,  don't 
you  think  r  " 

**  \Vli\  .liiln't  \.>ii  marry  (lny  Uoclioti  rr  " 

'•  Why  di.ln't   I  .^      I'll  till  you  -onic  d.iy." 

'•  Vou  let   me  think " 

"Cni.l.^t  i.f  all  ciiid.-  Ad  nil-.  I'v.'  t.ild  yoii.  If  I 
rouiil  lii\f  inaniiil  him  I  unulil  lia\».  I  di.l  my  ht>t 
to  pir-iiadf  niy-rlf.  1  a-Miic  you.  Hut  I  would  far 
rath.r  t.dk  of  \our  atl'aiis  than  of  my  di>ai)pointod 
spinsffrliood." 

He  rtddintd,  and  >.ii.l  notliinj:.  l',vi  ti  to  talk  of 
Mary  to  Idianor  was  in  a  suhtlu  way  .i  di>loyalty  to 
tlu'  RVpsy. 

"  What  would  liavi-  liapjicm d  if  wf  liad  married 
yiar.s  ai^o!*'  >\\i-  said  iiiconscquintly.  "How  curious 
fate  is/' 

"  It  would  have  htm  (|u.  t  r,"  he  >aid  uncomfortably. 
He  widiid  >li.-  would  i^-o.  It  was  t^nttini,'  near  the  time 
at  wliicli  lie  expected  .Mary.  Illeanor  .always  fa>cinated 
him  wh:!(  -he  was  with  iiim.  hut  now  hi>  under(  uri'ent  of 
thoufjlit  was  for  M.iry.  Would  she  come?  Would  she 
l)e  suikinfj  in  the  holli.s,  waitinij  for  him  to  come  and 
find  hi  r.^  Would  she  w.ait  for  him  by  the  bo^  opposite 
the  blackened  ruin  of  the  liillside?  Hi-  felt,  an  impa- 
titnce  to  i;.  t  aw.iy  from  Khanur  and  the  atmosphere 
of  silf-consciousness  which  clun^  to  her  like  a  scent  to 
a  silk  <;own. 
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••Ul;it   i>  111  r  n  umr' "  suiil  I^haiicr.  li  iti.:^',  n^.  if  :>Iii' 
(li\  irv  .1  111-"  tl.i'iiul't. 
•'  M.ir.v." 

"I  likf  that.  I)i(k.  Will  you  M.  IiK-  \i:u\  tn  .Mi^> 
I'riii^r  'lilt  iiinlnr  ou^lit  to  he  tlitrr  .^.oon.  .iiul  I 
wan*  to  f  ilk  tu  111  r  li.  t'oif  I  tro.  Don't  cuiiii  into  tin 
lioiiM'.  t,'o  .111(1  tiinl  your  [tntty  s,i\ii!,n'.  and  In  i;  Iht 
pirilori.  I  -l;all  iiitit  lit  r  ami  try  to  win  Inr  heart  muiic 
(lav.      Ti  II  hi  r  I  (I  'u't  niiiiil  ht  iiif^  ciHtd  h.-nl  n  nnis." 

He  ImI  his  lip. 

'•  Shf  (liiiu't  rtali'^i" " 

"Don't.  Dick!       That   politi-  nianiH  r  imans  that  you 
)ir<>  arii^r\   ai,'aiii." 

Ilf  wa-  ohliiTid  to  lauiili  at  iii  f   Mr  of  misery. 

*•  All  ■-f|nar<  .'  "  -\\f  a>k((l. 

••  All  -(|u  I'f."  hf  ^aill. 

"  (Jooil  hvr.      Ml  >t  of  tuck  to  vou  both.'' 
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]'-i.i:.\x()i!  li.ul  rii,'-Iitlv  Niiniii^Kl  tli.it  .Mi->  Prici's  curios- 
it  v  WDiilii  iiisiiif  In  1-  tarlv  nturn. 

"  \\'l)cn'>  voiir  liiciiard?  ""  a-kid  tlic  old  ni.iid  from 
lu  r  hn^kfl  cliiii-  hv  l!:i  uiiidou-  .\l!(n  lur  ^ni(>t  iiitcrcd 
till'  room. 

I'.liaiior  sat  down  oii  the  sofa,  and  Kant  lur  two 
tlbows  oil  its  cu-<Ijioiii  d  end. 

"  Consoliiin;  li;>  <^\])-\,  I  i\|)c(t.  ^'ou  should  liavc 
uanicd  inc.'" 

-Of  what.'  '• 

'•  .\hout  this  ^irl."' 

"  lie  h  IS  a>-.ur((l  iiic  tin n  i>  nothing'  in  it.  IVll  inc. 
\\hat   has  liappciicd  .'  " 

'*  Then  you  do  know  something  of  tlic  girl?  " 

"  Of  Mary  Jaim.s.^  You've  heard  Hiat  irossip?  The 
/,nrl  washes  up  for  him,  that's  all." 

'■  I  had  it   from  Ridiard  hiniMlf.'' 

"  What  is  "it  ■?  \o,  that  noise  was  not  your  car;  I 
can  sec  the  road  froir.  the  window.  Be  quick,  Eleanor. 
AVhat  do  you  mean  r  " 

"  He  is  (u^ai^nd  to  he  married  to  the  voung'  woman 
in  iniestion.  I  nut  hi;-,  and  had  an  unpKa-ant  little 
scene  with  h(  r.  and  then  he  told  me.  She  used  some 
cahhv  swear  words  to  me." 

"I'huior!  You  must  he  dreamini,^ !  "'  .^aid  ;\fiss 
Trice  sliarply.  '•  I  tackled  him  ahout  Mary  mvself, 
and  he  as-ured  me  there  was  nothiji^  in  the  talk.  And 
.Mary  .1  iiiie,!  Sucli  a  nice  i;irl-  when  kept  in  her  place. 
I    can't    lulii\c    that    .Mai'v    ^-uore   at    vou.      Mv    gvj)sv 
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^nrls   alw.iy-   -|)(  .ik    -->    n-pcct  fully.      It    i>  lnu  il^k■l•iIl<,^ 
I  can't  uiiilci-'taiKl  il ."' 

Illf.inor  ^:i\v  a  laii^;li. 

*' 'l'iiat'>  l)i'ca!i-M'  VKii  liixiii't  colloid,  nd  tlir  j)r(.l)- 
aliilitii  <.  l'r()j)iii(|iiit y,  >j)riii<r.  a  nici  hmkiiii;  i;irl  and 
you  know  l{icliai(l"s  >(  ii^itivnii--  ami  kindiit  >>."' 

.Mi>s  I'n'ii-  >iiiriiu{l  and  i|ui\ir(ik  *' Oh,  I'Jranor! 
Oil,   iiiv    deal-,   you    don't    iiiijily    that    llt•■^    i^ot    tlic   ir'iil 

into  trouMr,  and  that 

No."  said  I'.kanor  (luickly.  hiu^hiriij;  'iif  >u;;i;(-t  ion 
aside.  "  Not  that,  I  hopr.  It  niav  l)c.  Hut  in  auv 
cast-  I  can't  j)i(tcnd  to  hr  pKastd  at  such  a  niarriai^'c. 
Whatever  Richard  ininht  ha\e  lieeii  .o  nie  doesn't  iiiit- 
ti  r  now.  Hut  I  sliall  llli^^  him,  as  a  friend.  We  shall 
never  he  friends  a^^'ii"-  ^  don't-  na  an  that  T  should  he 
snohbisli  about  his  wife — rjood  I,ord,  no !  -hut  lie'll 
he  terribly  on  the  d;  feiisive  about  la  i'  and  see  -nob- 
bi~.lunss  where  none  exi^t-.  Vmi  know  how  it  is  with 
such  marriages.  And  >!n — she'll  hate  nie,  naturally, 
knowui;^  that  there  has  l)een  sonit  thinj,'  more  than 
friiiidship  between  her  huNbai'al  ai:d  nie,  ve.ars  ai^o. 
And  then  the  pity  of  it  I  He  lias  no  an;hition. 
Fool  as  IMarjorie  was.  and  tactle>-ly  a>  >lu  >et  about  it, 
he  would  li.'ive  had  no  position  but  for  lu  r.  lie  want-, 
a  wife  wb()  uill  spur  him  on  without  lettiiii.,'  hiiu  fe.  1  the 
rowel,  who  will  sec  that  he  doesn't  altoijether  nei,Mect  his 
worldly  intt-re^ts.  I  know  him  so  well;  I  know  iu>t 
wliere  Marjorie  failed  and  irritatid  him:  I  should  iirver 
make  the  mistake  of  (h'ao-ijinir  him  into  society,  as  she 
did.  Richard  wants  such  manai,remi  ut.  'I'lu  re  was  no 
sympathy  lietween  tin  m  .  .  .  and  now,  while  he  is  still 
a  youny  man,  he  will  ruin  hiiiiMlf  for  t'ver  and  just 
sink  into  a  nobe    ,-- an  iccentric  nobody  ,at  that.'' 

"I  Wonder  i.  ;,ou  do  under-tand  him  ^o  W(ll  as  you 
think?  "  >aid  Miss  I'rice,  in  one  of  her  bur^l^  of  ii!ipKa>- 
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;int     >lii'(U(Iii(s      .iiiil    cuiduiir.      "  Thrre    is    a    invstic 
liiddrn  ill  }li;i(  man,  von  know." 

"Of  conrx'  I  I.iii'u  lir  i^  •(  -;•(  iiiii<.''  said  I'lranor. 
"  Jhit  a  ;,r,.|,in>  u!i,)  |,,i>  II,,  (,|,,.  t,,  ,  xpl.iin  and  lalicl  liim 
frets  put  ill  tin-  urop.M-  i.I;,>s  c/iM'.  V.-.  I'm  iiiattriali.^tic, 
l"ii:  iitiiitari.UK  Tin  \ui^arl  IJiit  ii">  for  Kichard.  lie 
will  (!(;,'(  nt  rate  if  lie  mnri.^  a  ^irl  like  that.  If  you 
had  SI  in  hi  r  !  So  imtidv,  -o  lilthy!  Mt  n  arc  so  un- 
fa>t  i(!ioii<.  I  could  ii(\(  i-  luar  a  iiiaii  iitar  iiir  with  a 
soiled  collar,  far  h--  ki-s  him.  I  a.-->iirc  you  lu  r  whole 
ii})p.aran(f  wa>  dirty,  rially  dirly.  IJut  men  aren't 
ii;ade  s(  1((  ti\c  like  uoiiu n.      It  is  a  fa.ct  one  ha>  to  face."' 

"She  i^i't  diity  a>  a  ruh  ."  said  Mi^s  Tiice,  uith 
iiidd  asperity.  •'  ilhaiior.  my  dt  ir,  chdi't  troiihle  your- 
self ahout  it.  'I'll,  re  miist  lie  a  mistake.  I  shall  see 
Mary  dame>  and  In  r  amd  and  hu\e  it  out  with  them. 
The  marriai,rc  is  impossij,],.,  a,,,!  it's  not  to  be  thouf,dit 
of.  It  would  he  a  ;,M-eal  mistake,  and  a  pity  for  Mary  as 
Well  as  .Mr.  Lyddoii." 

"  Forrret  our  conversation  of  this  afternoon,"  said 
Eleanor,  fid^^etin^r  uith  tlie  cord  of  the  eushion. 

"  TIk  re  is  no  need  to  fori,'et  it."  n  plied  .Mivs  I'rjoe, 
with  spirit.  '•  I  t(  11  you  the  marriajre  is  'd  urd,  and  I 
shall  stop  il.  Hut  don't  you  make  a  mistake  ahout 
Lyddoji  either,  and  liad;,nr  him  into  hein^  whit  ho  isn't, 
even  thou.r]i  you  suecetd  in  persuadinj;  him  he  wants 
to  he.  and  you  are  clev.r  enou^di  to  do  that.  Here's 
a  piece  of  worldly  wisdom  that  I've  jiicked  uj) :  if  a 
woman  attracts  a  man  ihrou,i;h  what  he  wants  to  he 
hut  i-n't,  she  has  no  la^lin^r  l,,,],!  „n  him.  If  -he  attracts 
him  tliroimli  what  hi  can't  help  heinrr.  her  hold  is  as 
>tron^^  as  death.  rpcn  my  word.  Kle.anor,  if  I  were 
Mr.  I.vddon  I'd  st.er  clear  of  women  altoi,'-ether :  hut 
in  I'.n.'d and  you  can  no  inoro  do  that  than  ;i  man  can 
kt'P    lit'  locusts   uhen    he's   walking  t!irou(,di   a   plague 
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of  tliem.  Tlioy  settle  (»ii  liini,  blunder  iiift)  lii:ii,  .iinl  In- 
.sist  on  ^xttint(  into  his  \\;>v.  I  ucul'in't  Lr  .i  iii  in  in 
this  woiii.'in  ridden  (■{Jiint  i_v  tor  iiitii-L-  than  ;i  thousand 
pnunds.  In  Mai_v"s  tla,>s  the  (ii-oportion  i>  iRtttr; 
thtrc*>  a  man  to  t\\y\  wmuan  and  a  woiii an  to  i\iiv 
man,  .-o  thirL'*>  no  man-cha>in^'.  'I'liank  ^nuidnos,  I'm 
fontcntid  with  niv  spin-<trrho(ul.'' 

"I'm  not  hunting  thr  xx,"  said  I'Ji  anor,  >tmi^-  as 
hor  friend  had  iiiti  iidiil.      '*  I  am  too  honihlv  x  Kctivc." 

"That's  ol)-,tiiia<_v/*  said  .Mi>s  Vv'n-v.  "ll.rc">  the 
motor,  and  vour  aunt  i>  coming-  up  the  patli.  \  ou  mu»t 
get  youv  hat  on."" 

Kleunor  ^ot  u{)  and,  coming-  lo  her.  ki^sid  her  'oattered 
cheek. 

"Don't  think  me  horrihle."  Nhe  said.  "I  want  to 
he  nice  to  the  /,'yp>y  it'  I  e  to.  1  .>hall  come  one  dav 
and  see  lu  r,  and  try  to  make  iur  like  me.  I  dare  say 
she  may  conceal  untold  fascinations  heiuath  the  soil  of 
honest  toil,  as  a  labour  leader  would  put  it.  I  must 
ffet  Used  to  the  idea  of  doinn;  without  Dick.  The  h.ii'd 
pa't  will  he  that  Aunt  Helen  and  iveryhodv  elsf  is 
expecting  an  announcement  of  our  rnnai,rem(  iit.  That's 
thcM)nly  pleasant  feature  of  the  situation.  Il  is  aluavs 
a  satisf.'iction  to  disappoint  popular  expectation."' 


looked  askaiH'e  at  ttie  unkempt  iTypsy  j,nrl.  Mie  soon 
left  the  last  house  behind  h<  r.  and.  turning  off  on  to 
till'  lu'cher,  .stood  lookiiit;  ovt  r  thi  wil<l  heath  that  l.iv 
between  hi'r  and  IJurlev,  bosomed  in  distant  trees.  Tlie 
lon^  jiond  in  the  valley  ;,di  aim  <|  and  mirrored  tlie  ^re.at 
cuhuili,  h'avy  witli  unfallen  rain.      The  clearnt-s  which 
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.s[)i)k('  (jf  rain  near  at  liaiid  l)r()ii;;iit  Hiiiitv  Hiacoii 
luanr  by  tuo  miles.  'l'\\v  li(atlur.  .still  utt  lioiii  the 
inoniin^f'.s  !i(a\\  >li(i\s(  i-.  wa>  d  irk  m'n  ii-browii  ;it  \\vr 
feet,  hccoiniiiif  purple  oil  the  furilii  r  slopes.  The  brown 
bracktii  \sas  phiiii-eolouied  m  tiu' li-taiice.  'I'he  eolours 
werr  rit'h  and  \i\id.  .War  lui'  there  \Nas  the  steady 
sound  (d"  (•roj)piii^  a  ponv,  it>  >ha^f^y  hide  red  as  fire 
in  tile  t  raii.sitory  sunlight,  wa-  lui-iiy  t'eedin'.''.  A  peaty 
liracken  and  In  al  In  r-suict  siik  II  n  -e  to  her  out  of  the 
valley.  a>  it  uei( ,  the  vei-\  soul  of  tlie  heath  and  ho;^. 
It  hrouiiht  h(  r  xaiiUe  coiiitort.  '  hated  the  Sunday- 
atlired  folk  u  ho  had  pas.-ed  her  on  the  hi^h-road,  she 
hated  the  I'o'.v  s  of  cottages  and  houses  that  bordered 
it,  she  hated  the  ;;-aujo  and  all  l:i>  works  to-day.  Here 
on  the  boi,r  and  luath  they  w  i  le  the  anomalies,  they 
U(  re  the  blot>.  and  she  in  lu  r  proper  place.  That 
ifaiiii  lady  would  look  >illy  here.  She  wisind  that  I, yd- 
don  iiiiL;!it  mc  the  ^auji  crossing  a  bo;,',  af:  .id  to  wit  her 
boots  and  afraid  to  juuip  from  tussock  to  tus^ock.  She 
^'a\e  yint  to  a  hoarse  shout  which  alarmed  the  peaceful 
pony,  and  sent  him  trotting  down  the  hillside.  Mary 
follow  111  him.  leajiinfT  the  low  tjorst^  bushes,  and  chasiiii^ 
iiini  into  a  ij^allop  into  the  bo^^y  bottom.  Slu'  was  .as 
re^ardle-s  of  })ool  or  (luakini,'  ^Kiuiid  as  he,  but  came 
to  a  stop  at  the  first  ol"  the  boy'  streams  which  drained 
the  hill.  and.  stoopiiio-  beside  its  ytllow-brown  water 
wlu're  it  deep(  lied  into  a  pool,  she  rinsi'd  her  earthy 
liands  and  layti!  her  hot  and  soiled  face  ;ind  the  wounded 
eve.  She  ended  by  scooping  uj)  some  of  the  w.iter  into 
her  liollcwcd  jialms  and  di'inkin;^  it.  After  that  slio 
stdl  sat  bil.inced  on  the  lieels  of  In  r  muddy  boots  stu'- 
irii;'  iido  \  he  wal-r.  thinkinij. 

A  rabbit  wlii-ked  past  her  on  tin  opposite  si  .e  of 
the  stream  wl'h  a  terrified  e-'ance  at  the  ( ruiuy.  ''.\'at(>r- 
spider.s  on   the  surface  of  the  stream   luovid   tl    iiiselves 
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forward  a^'ain.>t  the  riirriiit  with  a  .sliarp  iiioviimnt, 
tliiii  lit  tlicMiMlvo  <;liilc  hack  with  it  to  the  pliru 
from  whit'h  thiv  had  >tartrd  with  nioiiot(iii(iii>  rii;iilarit  v. 

.Marv  watched  thnii  nn-tiinnh .  >hc  \\a>  onlv  cdh- 
S('iou>  of  the  aciic  of  ini>cr_v  ill  l.ci'  u  ild  ht  t  Ic  lica  rt .  Her 
sin  in  ii>ini,^  had  talk  to  the  raiiiiic  ulio  was  her  h)\ar'.-. 
^nie-t  ro-e  up  h.  ton-  In  i-  ,uid  oiilhxiiiicd  the  (•on(hict 
she  had  rc>enf(  il  in  Lvdchui.  She  liad  •'  >pokc  nanic^  " 
to  the  raunie,  and  violated  not  onlv  her  ,,\\i\  inhiiil 
instinct  of  coui'ti-v,  hut  her  lover's  eonfldi  iici-  in  her. 
She  inia<^inid  he  niu^t  now  -.. c  Im  r  in  hei'  own  lii^ht  a-< 
H  rou^di.  ijood  tor  nothini,^  little  ^v  p> \  -lut,  not  worthv 
ot  his  c'ondeseeii-ion.  >lie  sea  ret  Iv  rea>oned  to  herxit', 
hut  .at  there  .siiireritiir  dinnhlv.  I.ove  had  >tirred  un^ 
known  inst'iict>  in  In  :  die  was  new  to  herself,  and  ordv 
nco^'nixd  that  tlu-  ache  in  her  throat  ot'  iin^hid  tiars 
and  the  dre.ad  of  her  lover's  ju>t  coidenipt  was  a  hitttr- 
ness  pas,>in<r  the  hitterni  -^  of"  phv.-.ical  pain. 

"I  niu-t  <ro,"  >he  tleuii,rhl  at  la>t.  and  walk.d  i)a(k 
into  the  vilhiLTe  ac  tin  and  to  her  aunt's  eotta^^e,  at 
the  l)Hck  of  w  hich  her  ti  nt  was  pitched. 

Aunt  M.atilda  stocxl  at  tin'  door. 

"  -Mr.  .Mlward  hiii  ver,  askin'  for  vou,"  she  said. 

"Have  he.-" 

"Had  yer  supper.-''  asked  her  .aunt.  n<d  unkindly, 
notin<^  with  ^ypsy  (juiekne.ss  the  i^irl's  dispirited 
look. 

"  No." 

'•Well,  ov  in,  and  have  a  hile  with  Us.  Old  Joe 
lie've  a-^ot  a  drop  of  levina.  and  you  an'  nii'l!  help 
him  with  it.      "J'will  do  you  ijooil.      \Vho'\.'  hia  a-dellin' 

vou.' 

"  -Milly  Chileut  have." 

'*  .\nd  what'M"  she  <rot  to  do  with  vou.-  That  sarves 
you    riffh'    for    havin<r    to    do    with    thev    Chilcuts.      I 
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wouldn't  t;<>  near  'iiii  if  you  was  to  <iivc'  iiie  panj 
kulla.-.  Mill_v\  mot  In  r  aii't  no  luttir'n  a  low  va^>ahlt: 
IuIiImmv.  and  In  r  ^aU'll  hr  Mr'  .saiiu-,  you  mark  wliat   I 
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yiaiv  canii  in  and  >at  at  the  talil.-,  on  whifli  hrcad- 
and-idaiM-  was  already  >t  t.  .Iom  pli  .Idf  sal  by  tla-  open 
liiarth.  in  wliicli  a  In:;  liir  w  i-  l)^l•nini,^  suiokitii;  a  sliort 
clav  pip''-  H<'  ^^'i^  ■'  t  ulturn  man  \^  ho  raridy  looked 
aiiv  on.  >trai^lit  in  the  lacr,  l)tit  puri'd  at  tlicni  sidc- 
wav>,  like  a  wild  animal  tli.it  mu^t  ])ut  constraint 
upon  it-Mir  to  iiuit  till-  Inmiau  lyi'.  Hr  had  an  air 
of  di>tru-titii:  (•%(  ry  oiif.  Hut  hi-  wa-  lianiid  in  wood- 
craft anil  forest  lore  :  he  knew  where  the  plovers  nest 
year  at'ti  r  viar.  he  kii'  w  w  lure  thi'  vixtii-;  had  cubbed 
and  how  manv  tia  re  \\<  n  in  a  lltt.r,  he  knew  wlure  to 
find  the  dor,  .;iid  e.mld  t.ll  the  a;,^,.  ^f  a  doe  or  buck 
bv  in-p((tioii  of  its  >lot  by  ^ome  occult  ])i'ocess  of  his 
own.  Ill-  earned  a  little  by  <,'ardenin^r  and  doin^  odd 
job-,  for  Mi-s  Price  and  ..ther>  in  the  villa^'e.  His  hands 
wen-  (let  piv  inii'raiiP-d  with  soil,  the  nails  were  broken 
and  full  of  earth,  his  face  was  snarled  and  knotted  like 
the  bole  of  a  trie.  He  was  fond  ni'  his  wife  in  his 
silent  w  av,  and  once  « la  n  ill.  on  w  liich  oc-casion  a  patron 
had  otlVrrd  to  s(  nd  the  villa;j;e  luirse  to  him,  he  had 
uttered  the  longest  senti  nee  he  had  i-ver  !)een  known  to 
make  to  a  stran^'t-r-  - 

"No  martd  woman  >hall  evir  touch  me  while  She's 
in  the  house.      I  don't  want  no  other  woman  yer." 

Stickler  fiU-  ])ropriety  as  Matilda  .leff  was  in  a!! 
thin^^s.  it  was  known  to  the  hawkers  tlcit  she  and  her 
hu>!)and  h;ul  never  hi  en  married  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Church.  lake  most  of  the  older  ii,.,iiration,  they 
liad  ••  |um})iil  the  broomstick  and  run  off  into  tlic 
bushes."  to  (|Uote  Mrs.  Jetr's  account  of  it.  and  since 
till  n   he  had   never  looked   at    another  woman.      A   well- 
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mciiit  <li-ti-ict  visit;)!-  Ii.ul  once  uiuut lnil  tlir  luvir- 
lU'iitioiiiil  I'act  tli;it  millui-  (  huiili  ikm-  State  haJ 
bli.s-ed  till  ir  union,  hut  Mr>.  .K  U"  itIum.!  iii(li:,^iiaiitl  v  all 
intiiaty  tomt  iiiarriiil.  "Ami  niaki-  invsi  It  liiiikloiis, 
ii  (It-spirtahk'  woman  with  fiw  cliildrin,  no,  thank-you, 
nii^s  !  Our  way  of  j^cttin'  iiiairiil  is  as  ^iuyd  as  aiiv 
(Mil's,  thouuli  it  nn';,dit  In  old  l'aslii.,ii.  'i'lit-  ^uls  can 
marry  in  fhurch  vs  In  n  t  heir  tinir  conn  -  I'm  a  d.  ii^ious 
woman  myM  If.  aial  I  han't  ;;dt  n'  hin'  a;;-ainst  it,  hut 
it  U(juld  .sit  t\i  ry  oni-  lau;;hin'  if  mc  an'  doc  was  to  ^  t 
oran/,a-hlo.s,,)iiiin'.  Wlio  marrii  d  Adam  and  Mvc?  t>  11 
nu'  that.  Tlicri  "s  nofliin'  iltout  a  cliiirch  wcddin'  as  I  can 
hear  ahoiit.  Tla  re  wasn't  no  paisuns  then.  They  just 
did  what  .I(a-  and  me  did:  jumped  the  hrooni.stick  ami 
Went  off  into  the  hushc.s  and  said  no  more  ahout  it, 
ineanin'  to  hold  to  each  oilier  luiiest.  'I'hat's  an  (dd 
travellers'  custom,  that  is." 

Joe  Jeir  produci'd  two  hottles  of  heer  from  a  shelf 
by  tlie  firiplace,  and  proceeded  to  till  up  his  ^\:i^^  and 
that  of  his  wife  and  niici'.  Mary  onlv  hit  at  la  r  hicad 
and  cheese;  she  was  too  unhappy  to  iit.  The  ihililri'ii 
were  already  ahed,  the  hi  driddeii  grandmother  was 
sleeping,  Km'ly  uj)  at  her  married  sister's  cottage,  and 
the  boy:i  were  not  yet  hack. 

'MVhat  did  vou  and  .Millv  <^v\  to  wonls  hout.-" 
a.sked  Mrs.  JefF' 

"  Nothin'."  <aid  Mary.  "  She  n-ot  ani^rv  'cos  I  askt d 
lier  al)out  Ted,  and  uj)  with  a  stick  and  hit  inv  eve." 

''  It's  a  disnraceiiu  lit  ahout  them  two."  j)ronounced 
Mrs.  Jeff.  '*  Ted's  father's  a  di  spectahle  man,  and 
it'll  hn  ak  his  jieart.  I  lay  Ted'll  n-o  strawherrvin' 
with  tl.f  Chilcuts,  the  yountj  i,n)od-fer-riau;;lit.  We 
all  knaws  it's  Amelia  Chileut's  fault,  and  that  sji, 'vc 
a'tic'd  Ted  away,  hut  he  hav.  n't  much  more  in  hin» 
than  a  str.aw  to  let  hisself  he  'ticed.      Miss  Price  talkid 
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t;)  nil-  ulioilt  it  ti)-(liv,  ;u;(l  a-kid  iiic  to  spik  to  Aiiirliu. 
*  No,'  I  >;l\>,  '\\c  (loirt  li,i\r  iiotlilll"  to  do  Ultll  tlifV. 
"Ti^n't  for  inc  to  '^\\<-  tlum  cli.i-t  i-iim  iit,'  I  >.iys. 
Will  11  >li('  utiil  Ik  r^rll'  to  .x  r  Aiiuli.i  ,il)oi;t  it  up  ;it 
]ilirl(  V      J{li-<lir>.      the      tills      -"lie     <j;i)\      .skil  I'lti      C\ill      lit  1'. 

H.iuiiit>   lia>  no   cill   to   iiii\    tli(ir><l\(>   up   in    t'olkt  m'.-.' 

l)U.>ilU->i,     >aV      I.         It      i!uV     (ll)iN.     tht_v"ll      Nnliu-tilIll'-<     ^it 

liiorc'ii  tluv  ixntitril.  I'.at  \ir  rlnt^r,  .M.irv.  'I'lit-V 
sav  Amelia  ^ot  (liarlotti  ((loptr  to  put  a  >pi'l!  on 
Till.  -o*s  li(M  I'ojlow  tliiiii.  hut  I  (loii't  liiliivc  that, 
hicaii^c  (hailottf  wtiit  down  tli  road  at  the  tail-iiiil 
of  their  cart  when  tiuy  na>  >hiftiir  their  tan  tlie 
otlar  da\,  and  curbed  'eiii  in  >oiiie  of  her  half-ln_)uii 
ta'ak.  Old  cliovihauu.  >he  i- !  Don't  vou  ne\er  '^t)  an' 
l)e  dookered  liv  her,  .Mary,  my  f^irl  if  >lie"ve  her  lyo 
on  vou  she'll  hriii^  \ou  had  hokkt,  that"-<  >artain." 

"  When  did  .Mr.  Alluard  come.-  "  a-ked  .Mary. 

*•  A!)out  an  hour  .a^one." 

Mr>.  Jeff  UNUally  preferred  silence  on  this  vexed 
(|Ue>tion.  Allu>,  contrary  to  all  .Mary'>  e\pi ctation, 
had  kept  what  she  had  >een  to  herself  afti  r  unliurdenini^ 
herxlt'  to  .Mary  al)i)iit  it. 

l.vddon's  frietidlv  rel.itions  \\itli  the  i,nrU  had  dis- 
armed .Mrs.  Jell"-  suspicion-,  moreover.  He  joked  with 
her  as  he  _)ok(.l  with  .\llu-  and  I'.m'ly  and  "I'.nry. 
.\nd  it  was  known  that  arti-'s  wiii'  (jueerer  than  ollur 
^aujos.  and  acted  as  other  piopli'  dared  not  a.'t.  If 
a  rial  lii^l.  and  miu'hty  ^'aiijo  with  money  in  liis 
pocket  had  tiei  ti  haniiin;.^  around  .Mary,  -hi  explained 
to  her  hu-hand,  -he  would  li.ave  ])acked  the  i.,nrl  o(F  up 
country. 

••  Will  n's  vour  dad  a-comiiiiri'  "  Joe  a-ked  .Mary  sud- 
deiilv  during-  the  pro^n -s  of  the  meal,  hi-  mouth  full 
ot   el  'I  e-e. 

*'  I  dunno.      Some  time  next  wik.  1  -p. d^s."' 
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'•  Mill  ri(l;,r,.l,_v  xrii  him  in  (1  li^trlmrcli  v.>t.  r.l;iv," 
.s.ii.l  .]i>v.  witli  tilt    cii.ikv  v|u\Mi,  -s  of  n  taciturn  man.' 

.M,ir_v*>  facr  Ijriylit.ncd.  IT  Ihi,  u,rr  trur,  Ik  wnnld 
conu'  to  ']"lii>rni-_\liiil  on  tli.>  morriiw,  and  thiv  unuld 
lie  able  to  make  tlitir  move  to  Witjv,  aluavs  Ikt 
t'avoiiiitr  rani|)inn-  iTi-oiiiid.  She  I.  It  at"  lionic  'in  \\w 
tol■^.■^t,  as  uuuli  a.-.  >\n-  tVit  rrckli.>>  and  unliappv  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  vilia^^-.  In  tlic  forot  no  one  ques- 
tioned her  dolni;..  'I'h,  tree-,  and  hu>he>  a-krd  no  (|ues- 
tioiiN;  thiir  prt -rnco  wa-,  fritridiv  and  diinil).  The  \,rv 
Mill  II  of  the  leaf  loam  carritd  with  it  >umethin;,r  that 
filldl  her  with  va^^iie  welldKin;^. 

And  >lie  uas  M-lad  that  her  father  was  coming'  hack 
'"'■"'I'  'iiie  of  hi>  my>terious  lri|)>,  uMiallv  eonmited 
with  some  deal  in  horsetii  sh. 

The  talk  f(ll  upon  various  >iilijeets.  If  ju  r  Inr^haml 
and  niece  w.re  >il(  nt.  My-,.  ,I,fl",  h.r  natural  hxjn.icitv 
lieiriir  reint"orced  l)y  >everal  ifla-M-,  of  1„(  r.  talked  for 
them.  Then  I'.m'ly  came  in,  lur  lir>t  diklo  round  her 
pretty  throat:  and  Tom  and  .lii::,  hoth  flushed  with 
the  heer  they  had  drunk  U|<  in  the  village;  aiid  Marv 
pri[)ared  to  n()  out  to  her  tent.  Il.r  uncle  alwavs  had 
the  task  of  filling  the  bucket  from  tln'  well  in  tin  LTirdeii 
l)(  fore  retiring'  for  the  ni^ht.  and  her  aunt  of  rilsintr 
out  the  (ire  and  putting-  >tieks  to  dry  in  t;ie  chimnev 
corner,  so  th;  t  they  minht  have  everytlniiir  ready  for 
the  cup  of  tea  with  which  they  hi^r.in  their  dav  at  five 
each  morning'. 

.M;iry  went  out  throu<rh  the  rain-fre~h  i^r.n-d.n  with 
its  potato  y)atch  to  her  dark  tent,  .uid  ci(  pt  into  her 
smoky  lilaiikets.  A  small  and  dirty  c.it  liilonii'ini;  to 
iieii,dil)ours  had  precedid  her.  hut  to-ninjit  -he  was 
^Ind  of  the  comfort  of  its  thin  and  warm  liodv,  and 
liu^'^reil  it  in  her  arms,  li^tenini,'  to  the  throhdf  its 
purrini;  until  she  fell  a.-letp. 
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rnil(  r  lln  li.iwtlioni  IjkI^^-  ,'i  (|ii;iit.  r  nf  a  mili  awny 
I,\(l(li)ii  >lr|)t  in  hi-  t(  lit  too.  i!r  had  Io'jI.i  (1  loi  Marv 
in  all  till-  iiiual  t  ry>t  in;.,'  phu  i  ^  tliat  ivinini;-  in  vain, 
liad  c'()i)k((l  liis  own  .Mi|)|)(  r,  an  '  ^om  to  I)<.(1  in  not  thi 
ltL>t  of  f (.•inptis.  lie  uokt  lati  the  ik  \t  morning,  and 
as  he  dro.x'd  he  woiidt  rt  il  ainw  and  with  irritation 
why  shr  liad  kipl  awav-  It  ua>  nidikc  her  to  sulk. 
t)nL-  thinir  wa-.  cntain;  I  hi  v  niu-t  marry  as  .soon  us 
};o.>>ihli.  llKanor  Mouhl  1(11  .Mi>-  Trie  c,  and  .Mi->s  I'rii  >■ 
wonld  t(ll  (Viry  oni  .  and  the  only  way  to  >top  the 
rlai'k  of  ton;,niis  w  a-  to  marry  .Mary  .and  take  lier 
uwav  with  hiiii.  Ill  ua>  It  .arnin^^  hy  slow  dii^nxi's  that 
onf  can  i\adf  as  htth'  in  a  drx  rt  as  in  a  town  t'  • 
annoyance  caused  by  ollar  pcojih's  inturt  >t  in  what 
doi  1  not  concern  tluni — cv(  n  !(--..  in  fact.  'I'hc  inom- 
iii;^  was  glorious.  He  set  out  for  his  work;  (ir->t  i)cr.son 
he  I'.;  t  was  .loc  .Jell',  shuichin^  ahm:.,'  tic  road. 

••  .Mrs.  .Icfi"  (Tonc  to  Chri-tchurchr  "' 

"  ^is,"  said  .I(R'.  with  a  >idclon^  i^lancc.  not 
stopping. 

*•  And  lau'ly  and  Marv  and  all  of  thcni?"' 

"Yes." 

So  far  so  <^ood.  Lyddon  went  up  to  Miss  Pricc'.s  for 
'  s  day'.s  uurk,  and  that  lady  a-tutely  forhorc  to 
coniL'  near  him.  The  jk'oj)Ii'  to  attack  were — not  I.yd- 
(lon,  who  had  showed  himsi  If  irre>])onsihle,  hut  Mary 
Hi  1  her  aunt.  She  had  known  .Mary  ever  since  hahy- 
liood,  ajid  respect  for  Mis.>  I'rice  was  one  of  tie  first 
principles  tauoht  to  the  xilli^n.  jrypsy  children  hy  their 
mot.  rs.  She  rinuniliered  that  it  was  ,a  llower-sellin^' 
day,  howiver.  and  tl'.'.t  th<y  would  not  he  hack  from 
Christchurch  till  the  late  afteiiio.m.  She  made  up  her 
mind  to^od'iun  to  Mrs.  Jeti">  cotta^n-  alter  tea. 

She  did  so.  A  horse  wa>  crop[)iiiir  ([uiillv  outside  on 
the   i)at(h   of   !^r(  ell    hefwt.n    the  cott.if:;e  and    the   road, 
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ami  Ji  (lonki  V  nil.lKd    it   ll,.    luillir,  cpiio-itc      A    I. an 

ytll'nv    ninlln;|-,  I    ,,l'    .1    Im-.  Ill    pi.pillir    aillnlll,'    tin'    ixvp^irs 

in  'riiorn.'.\liiil  h.-uk. d  at  tlu  d!  I  li.lv,  .unl  tlmi  launc.l 
upon  luT. 

".Mrs.  J.ir!"  Mill  Mi^^  rile.,  in  h,  r  aiithnritatisf 
void',  raniininir  In  r  old  nivj,  |,,,t  (innlv  (ni  In  r  laad. 

A  vuic,  fiDin  in-ill.-  t'lr  cnttai;-.  ni>wiii(|  |i,  r  indis- 
tiiiitly.  ;■  (1  fli.ri  Mf  .It  11"  ap[n  arc  <l  iin  tlir  ^loni'  Ma<,'s 
oiit-irlc  tiif  ajway-  (ijuri  dnnr.  In  -pitc  of  lur  ''lir 
liair.  Iicr  i,fyf)>y  Idood  t.tray.d  it-.(  If  in  tin-  lirii,ditlv 
colouri'd  ki  rcliiif  kiKilt.d  aKumd  Ikt  luck.  fin'  car- 
rings  in  litriar-,  and  l.rr  liialtliy  hr<>u/i.i\  coionr. 

'•  {'onif  in,  conn-  in,  niy  lady  !  "  slir  crii d  lin  .pitaldv. 

Mi---  I'ricc  ac((-j)tid  In  r  invitatinn,  atid  i  titrrini,'',  -iat 
down  on  the  woixNn  chair  \\liicli  .Mr>.  .1.  tl"  dn^tcd 
for  her.  'rh()ni,r!i  the  n  nniri^  of  a  iik  d  ucrc  on  the 
tahlc,  spr.-ad  witli  a  in-wspapi-r  in-ti-,'d  if  a  doth,  the 
living  room  was  cIc-mi.  The  drover  ul.K-h  f'lccd  tho 
door  was  gay  wiMi  w,,  I'c  of  all  kind-,  th<-  niaiitclpicce 
over  the  open  fin  fl  ic(-  w,-is  ad')rni  ll  hv  a  short  curtain 
of   cretomn  .    and  floor,    in    -|)iti     of   the    fact    tliat 

}u'ns  darted  in  now  and  again  in  the  hope  of  finding 
crunifjs,  was  wt    '  wa-lii  d. 

"And  whtn  're  th.-  girN  an('  !)oys.-"'  a<ked  Miss 
Price. 

"  Kni'ly's  up  ahin;:  with  l'ri--y,  my  ladv,  horns 
Prissy'vc  got  a  place  in  her  Itrea-t  and  shc-'s  hin  to 
the  infirmary  in  ('hrl>t(  hiiri-li  to-dav  fo  -.  ,•  the  doctor, 
an'  lie  says  shc've  to  w  ish  it  ont  with  -oiie  stnlF  wliat 
he  give  her,  and  Km'Iy's  Iidpin'  of  her,  look,  mv  ladv. 
.\nd  .Mlus  is  ont  along  of  hi  r  dad  and  lirothers  sorne- 
whars;  thf-y've  ju-t  !i-had  llnir  tea.  NoHiin'  woii't  kip 
my  olfl  man  indoors  cNCcpf  nn  altimt-s.  mv  ladv."' 

•"  -And  Mary  J-inu-s?  I  thoughf.  sin  was  .stopping 
with  von." 
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"  >!ii  jiiit  i!|i  ;i  lill  <<(  .1  t(  lit  ill  tin  ;,Mi'i|iii.  l\\\  l.iilv, 
liiit  lit  r  (l.iij  |i|i  l\.(l  111  I'  ii|i  ill  till  iM.iil  .1".  ur  w.i>  a-^oin' 
til  (  lii'i  Icliuicli  till-"  liiiiliili;^  .iliiiiit  -i\  o'clock,  :ilii| 
sin  "\<-   I  tnnls  In  r  t  liiii;;-  .'iiiil  l;"!!'   nil  .i!c!|ilc  '•!  liim." 

*•  And  will  It    liavc  till  \   Ljoin  ' 

''I'l)  Niiilv  or  I'oii-t  Coiiiir.  I  i\[iirl>,  mv  l:i(l_\. 
'riiat\  uli( n    olil  Sain  .1  iiiit  ^'ll  i;i'-" 

••  W.  II.  M,-.  .1.  tr.  il  wa-  aliniil  Maiv  tl  it  I  waiitnl 
to  -( !•  VDii.  ^()ll  I'l  UK  mill  r  I  Ii;i  t  \  mi  c  mif  to  im  a  lit  t  |i- 
wliili-  a^o  alioiil  I  iiiaii  \v|io  ua>  uoikiiii^  for  iiic  and  had 
1)1  I  ri  caiMpiti;^  «  itli  t  In-  ,I,iiiir>i  ^  '  " 

••  ^■(  N.  mv  lady." 

'*  Ilavi  voii  niiticrd  tliat  Marv  lias  had  much  to  <lii 
with  him!'  " 

"She  coo!\>  Iii>  siipp.  r  for  him  and  cleans  u[)  ;i  hit 
for  him.  my  ladv.  hut  thin's  no  harm  to  him;  hi  "s 
II  p  rinli man  "lial">  iT'it  a  fancy  for  our  way  of  livin'. 
{)i\'\  idavin*  at  it.  he  1-.  lie  don't  treat  Mary  no 
dill'i  r'lit   to  what  he  titat^  I'.m'ty  or  AIIu>,  my  lady." 

•■  ^'ou  have  hi  ard  no  talk  of  a  marriage  hi  twtan  Mary 
and  thi-  man  ?  " 

"  A  marriai,M  r"  No.  my  lady,  1  tuver  lieerd  of  Mifli 
a  t  hin^." 

"  Marv  has  told  you  nothint,'  of  the  kind!"  "' 

'■  No.  mv  ladv." 

'*  \Vi  II.  vou  can  •>!  r  for  yoiir--ilt"  that  the  idea  of  a 
niarri.aoe  like  that  would  not  lie  a  h.ippy  one  for  Mary. 
I  know  ^omethini,^  of  tlii>  man.  and  I  should  he  --orry  to 
sec  .M.irv  married  out  of  her  -tat  ion  to  some  one  who 
is  not  in  tlie  Ir.a-t  suited  to  In  r." 

•"I-  he  rich,  my  lady!'"  a>kid  .Mr-.  -It  IF.  her  lye.s 
l)rii;!it  with  curio-ity. 

"lie  ha-  -onic  monev.  "^rh.it  is  not  the  point.  If 
he  \'eie  to  marrv  a  t,nrl  like  Mary  he  uoiild  lie  iiijurini.( 
himself,   and    sooner    or    later    h.e    would    riali-i.'    it   and 
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t)li  fr  «<Jlll.l  I).  IKlli  l|i|)lll(  ^..  I  ,r,  lint  know  \,n\\  f'.ir 
t!ll>      id"  lie    li:i>     '^nlM  .    Iiiit      I     aill     Ili.f     (irii      n(    tliiiM'     uIki 

Hiirik  tli.if  ,1  mii'fi.ii,'.'  cni  cvir  m.  iid  |iis|  ruoll^lni.  >>. 
^  ""1  ."I'l  -i  M  n-ilili  uiiiinii.  .Mi>.  ,r  fl",  itid  \(Mi  kiiDVV 
tl:;it  .\I,ii-\  \Miii|i|  )}.•  fir  liiipii  i-  willi  ,i  m  in  ^^  lin  was 
one  lit  \(iiirM|v(>.  I  will  ](r(inii>i'  to  ;,'i\(  lin-  fi\f 
poiindN  till    (lay   'Ik    tiiiirli^  muhi-  >iiilal»lc  man  " 

I  -h  tn't  lie  Ml  in^'  .Marv  for  -ouit-  time,  niv  kuU  ;  wv 
shall  ^'o  ntl'  -tr  lulirlTvin'  In  fniT  shr  coint  s  titck  tliis 
way  aij'in,  nio-t    liki  ly." 

•*  Write  to  hi  r." 

**  I  don't  knou  whr.r  to  -. nd  a  l.tt.r  to,  inv  lailv. 
Sam  don't  niovi-  i(<^r'I..|  ,■,  |jk,.  -,imc  of  fhr  t  ravclk  r-i. 
Ursidi  ■;,  I  can't   write" 

••  I'm  not  -orrv  to  h^ar  that."  >aid  Mis,  I'ricc.  "I 
think  that  on  tin  whole  I  ha\c  found  more  lior>i'  si  n^c 
in  those  «lio  cannot  write  or  read  than  in  tii.ise  ulio 
till  lip  their  hiadx  with  a  lot  ot"  nihl)i>h.  Well.  i,'ood- 
hye,  Mrs.  .led'.  I  >(•(  in  to  ha\e  wasted  your  time.  l-'or 
Mary's  sake,  I  should  hold  mv  ton:;ue  ahoiit  what  I 
havt'  told  you.  Here  is  a  petticoat  .\hich  may  (it  voii  ; 
wf  arc  about  the  same  lieif,dit." 

"Vow  liavcn't  aiiv-  old  hoots,  my  lady.  ha\c  vcai? 
Yours  just  about  (it  Alius,  and  hers  are  almost  worcd 
tliroufjh." 


Miss  Price's  dumj)y  (l^uro  ascended  tlie  {rrei  n  nap, 
nnfl  disappeared  at  the  Ixiid  of  the  road.  .Mrs.  JetF 
watclad  her  nut  of  si^rht.  and  then  hastily  tra\ersed 
the  patch  of  f,'arden  behind  the  cottaL,re,  and.  h  ttinr,'  her- 
self down  over  the  h.ank.  walked  doun  into  the  hrick 
valley.  It  was  tlie  short  ent  to  Pri^sy's  cotta:,^',  where 
she  knew  >Iie  would  find  I'aii'ly. 

In  another  minute  she  was  vittlni,'  with  flit  two  vouiifj 
^ryp>y  woMKn.   while   lier  !,Tai.dchlldr(  n.   uiHi    unwashid 
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fans,     plivifl    liiricitli    the    tiihli     wltli    \]<'i\-    iiiotlur's 
lia\vkin<,f  h.iskct,  iiiinntic( d.     Mrs.  .It  11"  hrc  ,itlilr»ly  ca. 
iiuiiii    nUd  to  In  r  <liiiM!it(  r  >  v.liat  Mi-^  I'licf  had  -aid. 

'•  I5iit    «li(>   (ciiiM   !ia\c   a   tdid   \.v\-   that    Adam   waiitti 
toiiiaiTV  .Mary!'  "*  i  \   laiiiu  d  l'ri-.-y. 

"  l'"ra|)>  .Marv  did,'"  >aid  laiidy  the  Ixaiitilid,  darklv. 

"  \'it  .>lic.  Slic'vf  a-k(|)t  il  all  dark.  Til  lay  it  was 
tlu    f'lic  rvc  hi^^cir."  Mr-,  d.  If  d.cland. 

'•I  .aiiTl  Mill  IIkiii  a-c!i()(iiniriir  nr  -wcctlicartiir,"' 
.said  l'ri>-y. 

" 'Idiat  .Mills  i-  as  dcrp  ,i>  Mary.  I  \<arr'nt  -lii'd 
a-ki)a\v  >(i!i:itliiir  of  all  tlii>,  tl'f  >ly  little  vanniid  as 
shf  is." 

'*  Ilinv  ricli  is  |;r.  ilo  von  think,  inothcr?" 

"  ril  lav  ]u'\  •_^i>\  his  hit  hiddni  away  souKwIicrcs." 

'•  lie  k.'kk.r  drlKd  nian.ly  clue!" 

And  so  the  clack  of  toiii^ut  s  pro<rno-ticat'(l  hy  l.yddon 
htiraii  and  continiKd  in  'I'liornivhill. 


ciiArrKR  xjx 


Mauv  Jamts  atul  hir  f.iHkr  did  nn\  make  tlhir  cunp 
ill  Vmly  or  in  H;c  wild.  r.  .statelier  aisl.s  of  UidKv 
^^  Olid.  Thry  tcink  till'  caii-  ii;i  t!ir  mad  until  tluv  canir 
to  till'  rr()N.-i()ad>  at  I'ick.lt'.s  I'o.^t,  \\  |,,  re  the  llroad 
London  liii^hway  swcp-,  p  i-t  li.tu.rn  K'iiiuwood  and 
Soutlian!|)ti)ii.  On  this  May  niornini,',  from  tin-  la  ii^dits 
of  tin-  liiatlary  platran,  tiny  cuidd  m  »•  for  inilis 
tlirouirli   till'  Idiir  Ik  at   lia/f.      Hidkv  and  \cn  Iv   to  tlic 


sonth-i  a>t  >! 


lU'  ;:.i  ■  n  I  lifoiii;li 


ii  pluin-dn>t  of  liIiK.-;  to  tlir  soutli-wi  st  tlic  cnat 
land  valKv,  imhria d 


nioor- 


wi   li  rovai  lilui 


nit  j)iirpl.--.  ran 
toward>  IJourtii  inout  li ;  ami  to  flic  nortli  lay  tlu'  uildt  >t, 
most  iiiviolalt'  part  id"  tlir  uliolc  l^'on  vt.  to^va^d^  the 
nolilc  strctcht  s  of  (  r.!iiI)o 
Hill  and  l''ordiniil)ridi:i-. 


II  IK-  ell 


icr  and  Ciorliv.  (iml' 


'i'hc  road  da//l(d,  i_vtrv  oiit- 


1  i: 


lini-   wa-'   (liar  and   difincd    in    the   .May    sunshine, 

sky  was  M  sy  month  Ii'ik  ,  lavender  with   Inat   mar  th 

hori/on. 

'J'he  Janie-es"  catnp  was   to   lie   af    Fori  vt    Corner,   so 
named    because    the    wild(ine>s    niiets    the    sown    there, 
s  oi]  civili^at  ion.      I'pen  the  we-tern 

i!!i~  (In  I- Inn  is 


and  the  forest  al)uts 


and  northern  hoiindarlis  of  the  Forest 
charly.  alnio>t  abruptly,  marked.  It  i>  a>  if  tlu  re  were 
a  feud  lutwtin  the  (adti\  ated  ^.rround  and  the  forest  land 
whic'li  would  never  be  heahd,  a  fiiid  as  de(  p  n-i-;diied  and 
irreeoncilable  as  tliat  between  i;yp,ie  and  a:,M-i(  iilt uriNts. 
No  other  tents  we'-e  vi-lble  anioriir  the  fur/e-bu>hes 
and  heather  win  n  they  drew  within  view  of  the'r  camp, 
tlinu/,d)  a  r;iir  or  two  fliil  terin;.r  from  t!ie  !-!:-,hi  s  told 
that  some  vai,'raiit-  had  only  just  departed.    The  terriers 
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fnoiiil  It  .I:u;itil_\  l.r»!,Ir  tlic  cirU  a-  tiny  iiioMil  slowly 
(louii  till  nitt.d  w.iy,  uiiiii  hy  in.iiiy  ^71)'-y  (Hrts.  to  tlii-i 
f;i\  nl!ril(    (■;:ii|illi;4'  ;4riii|iii|. 

In  -ucli  !i.ilc\oM  ucaMiir  a-  lli!-.  M.iry  \v(;tilil  u>iially 
lia\f  i^niir  al<.ii:4.  a-  -lir  hail  (iiic  !iil«l  i.xiiilon,  laii;^^',iiii<^ 
t(i  Ihi-tlf  Inr  dun-  iiiy  df  livliiu".  I5ut  to-day  slii- 
walk.  (I  1)V  the  (loiik.  \'s  liiail  (li>i)iril(  illy.  >,iiokiii{;  lu'T 
ciyai-ittc  aiid   sliui;  hliin-  a>   llmii^li   -Ik    cari'ird  a   l)askrt. 

"■  Wlial"-  the  11!  I !  I.  1'  u  it  li  you.  my  i  ikli  r  '"  lu  r  father 
liad   a-ki  d  onci    nti    t  Ir-  ruad. 

".M\    VI  d  'mts  \M!(i.    .Milly  hit  it."  -lie  li.d. 

•'  ril  ^iv  Mill\  a  |-«tty  "ta>tc  of  a  thick  kn-lit  wh.  n 
I  VI  ,>  hi  r.'"  hi  r  fat  hi  I-  had  -aid.  and  acctjjtin^  lirP 
(■\|ihiii  at  iuii  hid  uaHNiil  almii,'  in  the  liappy  coma  id' 
the  ti-aiii|)  whin  thi  road  i-  !j,im(!.  the  -ky  hluc,  and  a 
clav  pipe  aii^iit.  It'  he  tiloU_;!it  at  ali.  he  tilouiJ,-llt  U  i  t  h 
]a/\  comphKeiice  id'  h'>  o\wi  atl'air-.  To-day  he  had 
hn-lii' ->  in   HinL;woi:(!.  >o  .Mai-y  umild  In    hit   in  char.i^e 

of   t  he  camp  dlir;!!!^'  Ill-  ah-ence. 

she  Iiad  no  Mioner  put  up  the  tints,  however,  anil 
nnliarni  s-i  d  liiidonkiv  !ui'  fatlnr  took  t!:ecut  udh 
liiiii  than  a  -eiaiiid  family  arrived.  It  ua>  doe 
Wdiii'her  and  hi-  "itV  vdlfi  llieir  four  cliildren.  They 
had  a!ua\>  '■jaiiiiid  cnti-iii-hip  with  tlie  daincM';.  and 
Jl-  theV  were  cjian.  p  I'l :- p^  I'o  I -,  ph  t -a  n  '  -  poken  ])eoph. 
the  .lamises  had  ii-iially  .shown  tliemsilv.s  friendly 
towards  t!iim.  Today  the  -iiild  >■(  Mr-.  WhicherVs 
tail-,  sunliurid,  sinilini,^  fact  wa-  ver_\  wi  li'oiiie  to  Mary. 
'I'hoUMh  not  will-otr  like  Sam  dames,  they  were  pros- 
])eroi,s  ii;oiii,di  tliroiii^h  constant  industry,  and  had  .just 
i)ou.,di'    a    cart    rf   which    i  hi  y    were    proud.      One    of   the 

l)l)V>    had    o;oiir   to   colhct    I'll  I /e- 1  ops    fi.r    tile   horse    to   eat, 

fill'  eldist   iiirl  w  is   i,ratlierin.:,'  wood   in   Kiilley.  and    the 
vonui^i  -t  liov  and  !ia!i\    ■  it  in  the  cart. 

■"Where   h.ave  M'u  a  come  from'"'   Marv  a-ked   tliein. 
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'*  W.  l)iti  iImu  n  \\  n  \\."  y\r>.  Wliiili.  r  r(  plii  ,|.  '•  1  low- 
arc    Vnil.    M.irv.-       \nu    (!nll"t     Iciok     Mr-rlf.       Wlial     vnii 

l)in  (Iniii*  to  \\\;i\  (  vt  of  yoiiiiir  N'ou.  <!i,i\i-!  ilon't 
voii  (l.irc-  to  toiicli  thry  slicU  till  I  tt  IN  von.  ,  !.,■  I'll 
take  your  In  ,i(|~  oil'!  I'.iitliy  1  ymi  >toj)  now.  or  I'll  i^'we 
you  w  liut-for  I  ■■ 

III  r  clici  ri'ii"  '"ace  licliid  Imt  U()r(i>,  and  .Marv  Inlpiii 
licr  to  drive  ii!  the  tiiit->tak(  >  uliiic  sh,.  i  Ajiliiiud  that 
lu'i-  lyc  was  till-  work  of  .Mill\  (  hil<ut.  M  -.  \Vl,i<  li.r 
wn>  vol  ul  ill'  in  coridi  iniiiti^f  the  (  liilcnt  ■-,  j.ii'  not  ~,  m  ii  Iv  ; 
she  \va>  lU'Vi  r  mmti'  with  any  nm-.  -lie  likfd  to  find 
o\t  iisi  s  for  any  t  liin^  ill  tin   wmld  wliich  w.nt  awrv. 

'"  What  do  you  think  -lor  /i-found  ju>t  licforc  wc  ]i  ft 
\'(  rciv  this  inoniiiin-  "  di,.  ■,>kril.  ••  \n\\  ti  11  Marv, 
Joe-."" 

"I  kickfd  ai,'"in  -ouut lnnk  soft  wluti  I  wa^  liurvin' 
a  I)it  of  ru!»l)i>h  1  i>t  iiii^dit."  the  yoiiiiij  man  ^aid,  lifting' 
hi->  Jii|)f  from  hi-  moulli.  "  I  thought  it  wa>  a  dead  fo\ 
by  tlir  ti  '  1  of  it,  l)iit  1  (■  in't  a  h.  ir  to  touch  aiivthiti!,' 
dead.  I  irot  a  u.ak  >toniach.  and  it  turns  iiir  if  1  do. 
So  I  went  and  looked  this  morning,  and  then'  was  a  fine 
^firt  setter,  a  lilack  one,  lyin'  there  as  dead  ;is  a  doornail, 
with  his  leiTs  ;ind  tail  riL;-lit  aeros>  tlie  path'  ril  lav 
it's  they  kee})ers  up  at  the  .M  ii'or  his  i.in  puttintf  poison 
down  for  ♦'le  fov,  ,  aJ,^l!n.  and  this  yer  do:^^  (,r,,t  hoU  of 
it    uid  dieii.      It  was  a  s;ul  sinht.  i^  almost  turned  me." 

"That  must  he  the  hlack  si.ffrr  the\'re  .idx  ertisinir 
for  down  Hurhy."  said  M  iry.  '•  Wo  seen  a  notice  i 
liurley  sho|)  when  wi  slopp,  d  tl^rc  con>in"  vtr.  .\ 
pound  reward." 

"There.  .loe."  put  in  Mrs.  W'hichcr  cxritcdlv.  '•  von 
nnist  iroo  hack  as  fast  a-  \  ou  can  and  till  tlnui  vou 
found  it." 

"  Thiv   "un't    ;;i\c  me   a   pound    for   tellin'   them    lln 
flag's   dead."' 
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"  M  ivlic  till  \"II  i;i\r  veil  ■~()iii(  think." 

"  \\'(  II.  Villi  till  tlic  ili.ivis  to  iri)  ;in(i  rover  it  iiyi  with 
lc;i\r>  uLrll  t.':i\  coiiii  >  ii'ick,  m)'^  linlindv  i  Im'  (ioil't  fillii 
it." 

Joe  li  I't  hi-  ^'^lf^■  to  lini  '.\  xttiiiL;-  Hj)  thr  ciiiiip  by 
litT'^i  it'  .•iiiil  w  ■  lit  ii!i'  ;i>  ti^t  ;is  111-  cniilil. 

" 'l'!:,it'>  uliiTr  .l(;c  Mills  >liillini;'>  whcrt  ot!ur  ii  i-n 
arns  jx  mc,"'  s.iid  Mrs.  Whiciu  r  proinlly.  "Ik-  (i-n't 
ncvi  r  let  .III  yt  link  j).-i>>."" 

"  I''.inrv  111-  -ti)::!;ir!i  In  iiiL,'-  lli.'it  \vi  ;ik  1m'  {•.■in"t  touch 
Ji  (Ictil  (li)ix'  *"  >  lid  .M.iiv. 

"IIiVs  t'liiuiv  tli.it  w.iy.  Ndt  I  v(  n  .\  ih  ;ul  rabbit. 
.Xnd  .inotlirr  ruiiiiv  tiling,'.  1 1'  < m't  .i-Ik  .ir  anytliiri!^ 
roii^h  or  tic'kh Millie  next  to  In-  skin.  Ile'd  xTaieli 
liis-i  It"  M.-irlir)"  if  I  !■  \i.is  to  ~1- I  [)  ill  Iil'inkets.  aiid  not 
for  the  s.inie  rt'^-oii  a-  -(".w:  t  r.i\  rjit-rs  M'r.itc  ,  s  tlieir- 
schi's,  iiiithir,  vou'll  inser  find  li\e  stock  in  our  t' nt. 
llc'.s  tciiili  r-skiimed  and  ti  nder  he.irtt  d,  .loe  i-.  I'mthv 
there  take-  .'it'ter  her  il.id.      rerticlir.  she  is." 

'*  Look  \er."  --aid  M.irv.  '"  I'll  run  down  to  \'erely 
and  cover  ii))  the  ilmj;.  It  may  be  some  time  .ifore 
ili'--ii'  .and   I'n  d  i,(t>  b.ick." 

.Mr-.  U'hi(  her  thuikid  her  .md  .acci  jited  the  otTer, 
C'Nyil.iiiiinj;  to  I  er  uheie  to  find  tia'  coi'[).r.  She  her- 
self n.'t-  .mxioiis  to  ^'t  .1  hit  of  \\.i-hini^  doni',  and 
after  that  to  <.;et  into  Rini^uood  with  ;i  t'.  "v  j)eirs  juid 
!)liieb(  lis  th.it  the  childi:!!  Iiid  juidxi d  tlii-  morning, 
which  could  lie  di-|)o>ed  id'  in  the  town. 

.M.irv  wint  oil",  ha\ii;'^  her  iieiijhbour-  in  ch.arefo  <if 
the  caini),  .iiid  -it  her  t'.ice  once  more  for  Pickett's 
Post.  She  ua-  i^l  id  to  In  relei-((I  fri'ii  her  i^u.ardiaa- 
ship  of  the  c.iiiip  .III  I  to  e-cipi  to  thr  u  ods  which 
she  loved.  The  -ir  \^  :is  fragrant,  the  -ii  .  hot  on  her 
{:icv,  the  hn  e/e  -wert  with  the  f i:;v:r.iaci'  of  a  hiindrid 
moors.      In    spite   ol    hi  r   unl'.appines-,   her   youth    and 
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vitality  ii^sn-ti'il  itxlf  and  «  rif  liopc  f)iil>irii,f  tlir()iii,'li 
litr  viiiis.  II,'  would  follDw  h,  1-.  In-  wmild  turtjivi'  lu  r  ! 
And   uliat   till  II?  iiKXoralilc   re  i^tiji   ciiiil   >t(  rnlv.      Thf 


fact  and  al-.sav-  tic  fa,'t   w  a  -  I  liat   l)(  t 


Ur    II 


t  111  III  wa>  1 1 


great  <;iilt'  that  luwv  i  oiild  In-  l)iidi;« d  n\.  r.       !:\,ii  if  lir 

.sIlDllId     fiiiari\f    111  r,    (Mil    it     ||c    >l|i)ulll     lu'ir    aiid     iiiiploii' 

lur   to  iiiarry   liiiii,  xlie   inu^t    rrfu>c.      IKr   Ufakiuv-   in 

^i\iiii;-  ill  to  liiiii  iiit'orc  api'fand  li 

fool 


isliiiiss    ami    1101111111:    1I-' 


>  III  r  as  U(  akIu■^^  aiul 
111'  liiii:>ilf  had  \ii\vid 
the  gulf  _vi>t.rday.  Iir  umild  icaliM'  it  in  the  fiitiirf.  and 
iiiuii'  aciitrjy  a>  tiiiir  \m  nl  on,  Iht  pridr  w  hi-pcnd. 

'I'liin  a-.  >hi'  tuiiud  in  acri)>>  the  luatluiv  track 
to\vunl>  the  wooiN  ■>!'i'  loMih  the  (iii  -  hii//iiig  round 
her  in  tin  Min  inloxicatnl  with  the  jov  of  liviiiir,  tlie 
earth  .sweet  and  Jieatv  as  tlie  May  uaniith  drew  the 
heart  out  of  it,  i\iiy  Inathir  twi: 
sf)iiiigy,  (Virv   hiid   in    tin 


jjrrgiiaiit  and 
hu-lii^  fnihrig  it-^  .soul  out 
into  the  hliir  air,  .'i  -1  coiid  \MJrr  told  lur  tli.at  shr  In- 
longed    to    the    foii-t,    and    tli;it    luraiiM'    ■>he    l)(lonir"d 


.\  I  ( 


1       that       .-I 


le       woulil 


II-  claim  III  tin    c.ii  th  w  hicli 


to      the      forest      uhich      hi 

ha\e  a  cl.iiiii  on  Iiimi  alua  v  -,  1 1 

would    recii\('   |ii>  hody   whin    he  died,   thr   claim  of   tin- 

air    he    bnathid.    tin     roaiU    h  iiiniir    north    and    .south 


and  allward   \^hicli  iir,w   lum   v.it 


I  a   lure   III'   liad   i.ever 


liiinM.lf   understood,   the   claim    of   the   great    tnis    with 
their    hciiitv    of    trunk.    Iiruich    and    leaf,    their    lie.uK 


)ft 


01  rv    ami    I 


th 


rect. 


•ir  mot  In-r  soil. 


■ir    roots    .sit 


111     Ilie    sWif 


coil'    of 


She  did  not   f ormul.iti    1  1  r  ciai-olat  ion   in  words,   not 


an    emotion    wtncji    no.s- 


n<r. 


even    in    thought,    hut     it    wa- 

sesM'd   her.  a    coiiifort    uhi-piiid  liv   the  l)ii//ing,  livi 
sun-liat In  (1  moor  into  her  wiM  little  heart,  ••!  something 
h,;lf-plivsic,'i|,  li'ilf  spiiitii.il  \\hich  r<-.'issure(l  her. 

f   the   wood,    now    grein    with 


IK'    reacin  d 


t! 


;i-    rill"!'    o 


■Viiuig    lir.ti  ki  n.    tor     Iht      lirown     i 


i/icrs    of 


ilGQ 
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iiiniitli    !ii^(}  uMc    iiiiriildiiiir   into   liriilci"   fron.Is    lluuii,rh 

till-     l(  III      li;ii|     Il'il      \it      li    irliiil     lt>      (nil      hcll^llt.        'i'ltc 

.sti.idy  !iii!ii  iif  invn.tiU  nt  iiiMit^  lilli  d  tlic  >iiii-I),irn(l 
.■ii>l(  >  of  tlic  wood.  Life,  pul-iiii,'  ;uid  intt  ii>c,  iiiadc  tlu- 
air  iiiiiiiiiiiroii>,  crowded  (  \  t  i-y  ^icit  ti-uiik,  t\(ry  fallin 
liil'  witli  iiiliinic  ii)dii-hy.  I^m  iv  particle  ol'  lisiii^ 
Natni'c  \\a>  lai-w  iiiUiit  on  it>  o\\ii  atl'airs,  imcon- 
scion>  of  other  ai:ii>.  otlier  de^tiiiii>,  jii^t  a>  .Marv  was 
uncoil-^,  ion-.  She  did  not  oh-erve  Nature.  >\\v  al>- 
Mirhed  it. 

Till  (had  do^r  wa^  found,  and  Mary,  tronliled  iiy  no 
such  l"a-l  idioii-iie--  a-  do*  W'hiclier,  drew  the  body 
undc  riieath  a  lui-li  and  covered  it  o\er  with  Ita\es  ami 
j)ie(t  >  ol  ere,  II.  It^  tongue  was  h)llinM'  out,  liorrihiy 
swollen.  'I'lie  poor  Ina-t  had  evidiiitly  falh  ii  in  its 
eil'oil  to  hunt  lor  wat(  r  to  allay  it-,  hurnin^f  torture. 
'I'hi'  addle--  on  its  collar  ua-  an  a<ldre-s  in  Scotlanil; 
appareiill\  it-  owner  h  ul  not  yet  troiihltd  to  alter  the 
Tiaiii''  plate.  Suddiiily  the  path(<s  of  it  -truck  the 
^vp-y  and  loo-eiitd  her  own  loni,'  pint  up  tears.  'I'lu  y 
ro-e  to  !ier  e\is  and  rolli  d  down  lit  r  face  unheeded. 
She  crii  d  (luietlv  ahiio-t  without  kno\viiiif  wliv.  She 
had  ne\er  w.pt  for  a  dead  animal  In  fore,  yet  In  r  tear> 
Were  not  -o  much  for  hei'-t  If  a-  for  the  do^.  w  ho-c 
jo\(iu-  li!i  had  lieen  m)  t  reaclieroU-1  v  ami  painfully  cait 
short. 


l.yddon  w.id  to  the  .Ii  If'-"  cotta<;e  a-  soon  as  he  iiad 
finished  hi-  work,  and  wa-  told  th.at  Marv  had  lutn 
irderci  |iti  (1   li\    her   father   that   niorniiiLT  ami   had   i;one 

TllU'lh     in-te  111    ot'    -olllh.         Ml'-.    .left'    wa-    cai'ilul    to    s;iy 

nothinij  of   Mi   s    I'rice'-   \i-it    to  him.  hut    -he  drew    her 
own  I'onelu-i'Mi-  from  hi-  look  td"  blank  aiiia/i  meiit. 

'•  \o,  -he  didn't  leave  no  me->ao"i.'  for  voii."  -aid  Mr-. 
till''.      ■■  li    1    \\a-   \ou.    I'd   eo,,   .-doniT  after   In  r.      S!ii'*s 
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^i(]\ 


tnnnv-t,.„jHnd.  .M.ny  i\.  \V|„  ,i  ^!  .  .;,  t,  miILv  tl.nv 
ain't    MO    (lra<,ri(iir    .uivtinik    nn'    .  t'    !;,!•.       I    :<\u'\    .r,,} 

niltlliflk  aMMill,t  lirr'  tlMumll.  >|„\  .,  ^,,,,,1  ;;.,!  ..u,,! 
kll>l.ti-(likkili.  t.)...  V,M1  kun\\>  ,|„HI-!i  n{  ..111-  t":,-.,k  to 
know  wliat  filut  ,\,  I  all.,u.  'ri,.,v\  „..  n,,,-  v,  ,-ah,,i.t, 
tliat  lias  a  uonl  in  sav  ah-ait  Maiv  lniM""ul,at  .\h- 
slioiildrrt   lie." 

l.v.ldiiii  li>t.ii.  (I  uitli  v,,i,u-  iinpati,  ti<  r.  S..  Mi-s 
Vvlrr  lia.l  Im.ii  talkiiii:  aina.ly.  He  kn.  w  tint  Mrs. 
.Icfr  wa>  Inn-iiiir  t,,  Miakr  conta  I,  ii.r.  III  at  si,,'  ,la.v,i  „„t 
make,  ami  In    vsalki d  aw  iv  ahriiptlv. 

II''  ''■•"I  liad  (iioii-li  i'f  til,  \||'|,,ir,.  and  Mi-,,  l',-,,.,. 
and  tl„.  titti.  tattl,.  and  !!,.■  n^f,  wlii.^l,  had  .mlv  .rruuA 
tndurahlr  uliil..  Marv  ua>  tlin...  H,.  „alk.d  ,,,,  to 
'•llcavrn's  (iat."   and   told   th,.   s|artl,,i  n|,l   „iaid   that 

■"'"■    '"":*     ''"I     -"I'l''    "lie    (•!>.■     t..     Iini>!l     Ihr     ((.ach-hollM- 
as.  to  hi-   I(^i,^l-(•t,  he  wa.  (  aih  d  awav. 

"I  suppose  on.'  iiui^tn't  .xpr.t't,)  keep  a  (al.I)rat.>d 
in\(iitor  w()i-kin<,r  in  on,'.  ,ta!.Ic  i,,r  -\,r/*  .aid  Mi-s 
I'rici-  canstic'allv.  "  \u\\  arc  .rniti--  to  follou  Marv 
Janus'''  " 

"  I  am  «oiiii,r  to  niaiT.v  h.  r.  'I'linv  !ia.  1„  ,  i,  .  noii^rj, 
talk^ahout  her  and  in,-,  and  it  niav  a.  \u\\  \,v  known 
now  " 

"  Von  arc  ^rnin^r  t„  add  f.,lly  to  foil  v.  "S'f.ii  will  mak.- 
Mary  Jamo  nii^.-ral.!,  .  Th,.  '-.  !„,|,,  "tj,,,,^,  j^  lua.in.-.s. 
If  vou  ha,  trltiid  uith  th,'  oii|.  ^r,,  a^av  and  1,  t  ii^r 
for-ct  y.iu  and  marry  a  man  w!,,  uil'l  tmd.r.tand 
liir." 

'•  That  is  fur  Mary  to  d, cid,," 

'"  I  J)!ty  Mary  from  all  my  h,art."* 

"  Sill"  may  n«cd  ymir  pity  m-  not." 

••  'I'(  nipcr.  I,  mpi  r  !      I,.  I   u-  hr  fi-i,  n,K."" 

"I   warn  you.  Mi.     i  u'.c,  not   t,)   tr\    to   inl,  rf,  r.'  in 
this." 


!.'f)'2 
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'•  I  wirn  v"ii   tliit   I   ^li'ill  (li>  .ill   I  (Mil   \n  pr.  \iiil    it. 

Nut     l:IC.l!!-r     <l!'     \"l!.     Ijl.lt     l)IC-U|-i      III'     ll'    r.  I     -llll     CIIMIIII^ 

t<i      llii       ((ilirlll-inli      tli.it       Villi      >!iMll|il      not      iii.irrv      .Ul\ 
(HI'  ." 

I,\ili|(>ri  uitliilrcw  liiiii>i  If  ih  tint  tlir  Im -t  (if  liiiiiiiiiir--. 
Till  ir  Will-  tiling  uIkm  .Mi>>  I'ncc  init.ittd  liiiii  into 
fiirv,  tlnn  Wire  (itli-r  linu--  uluii  in  -iw  In  r  fur  uli.it 
>.|!f  «.i-.  A  kiiiillv.  iiiti  rfi  riiii,',  i,'i  m  icui-.  i  cci  nt  ric  nlii 
iTf.'iliirc,  uitli  M  -linud  lir.iiii  .uiil  -\  inp.itl'ii  •<  wliii'li 
w  .irnd  u  il  li  iiilitu  ii  pii  |iiili((  >. 

Hi  M-iiKi  il  II.  tr.iti~f'  r  lii>  ti  lit  .iiul  111  liiiiL;ir,us  iintiu- 
{ji.iti  l\  to  \iiil\.  .M.nv  wiiii'l  [iinlrililv  lii'  thirt, 
.Mi>.  .Iiir  li.iil  liiiitiil.  li.  ciiiilil  L  t  11])  till  IT  li.luiiii 
^(\(ii  .iiiii  (  i^lit  In  kin  \s  tli.il  .uvp-'V  (•.•iiii|i>  all'  lift  II 
(l:irk  .mil  ~i!iiil  li<  hilfp.!--!  li^ht.  Hut  Imw  u:i>  lie 
to  iiiiiMr  He  li.id  111)  iMi't.  IK)  li.inil  ti.uriiw  mi  ulilcli  to 
.shift  Ills  tllilli,'-.  He  .l-kril  -Ir.c  .Iiil'.  ^^ll'>  t'lld  liilll 
tli.it  Vdlll:;;-  (  ilpillti  r.  ulio  1m(I  Iil.irricd  (Hie  nf  tin' 
I'lil^.  I'  V  -ill-,  was  i^niiu;  to  Hiirlcv  Strtit  tli;it  cm  iiiii.:;, 
iUld  lllinllt   H'lM'  Idin  H  ll't    III!"  :i  trilir. 

I.\ddiiii  Hint  idiir.d  Willi  liiiii  to  the  ( '.ii  pi  iiti  i'n' 
(•ott;i(;v.      \  o\i!!i;-  CirpiMlir  w;i-  f((dinir  t!"    |>i,ii"  'it   ''"' 

end     of     I'm'    ll'tir     \(^-il;!,'"     -Mrd.Il     w'mii     tlnv      ••■'■ivid. 

and  vi  pll' (1  til  at  lie  woiildii't  iiiii.il  (,nvitii,r  Mr.  Allw.ird 
a  lift.  IK-  spoki-  with  tin-  soimwiiat  suv\\  iiidc  piiul- 
cii,  .  iif  til.  tlioroii:,dil)n(l  I'ori -trr.  \vlii)>c  -iiNpicion  of 
a  str.iii^i  r  i^  imi.iti  .       lit-  uoiild  lie  st.irtiiin;  m  Irill  .iii- 

liolir.   \\r  s.lld. 

'I'lic  lil.K  k  -ow  whiisi'  troiin-li  liC  Imd  .jii-t  fillid  with 
pii;\v.'isli,  MTiiiilid  i;i-,  i.lilv  diiriiii;-  tlir  t  i';m-.'ict  mil.  while 
iiti-  littii-  att.i'kid  111  r  ti-.its  from  liotli  -idi  >.  'I'lic  ^ty 
\v,.is  filfil  \\itli  driid  lii-;i(ki  II.  and  w.i^  cliin  coiiipru'cd 
U  itll   tllo>f  of  IiMist    l-"ori  -t    pi^-  krrpt  r>. 

•• 'I'hat's  .1  fiiu  vnw."  >  iid  l.yddoii.  wi-hiiii,'  to  jiro- 
jiitiali    t  111'  M'lmn'  mail. 
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"I  "oiiMii't  part  uith  .lie  for  (.  n  pniitiiU."  -aid 
Carpt  ritt  I-.      "  Sli(\  t  Ii.-  !i.vt  >-iu   v  lahDu!  ■>  " 

*■  How    iiiKiv    trips    |ia\<'    >lic    liad-*'    a>ki(l    Joe    J.lf. 

" 'riii>  i>  Im  I-  fi.iirtli.  I  ,|,ill  1,  t  I.,  r  liiv,.  ,i,intli(r, 
tlitii  -li.'ll  l,r  lit  »'(.r  hacim."  Hi,  pii,|,  m  th.  m)\v  madf 
liiin  iiKHf  ^r.nial.  " 'i'ln-  >,,«>  aic  li.  >t  C.r  !)ac(»ii, 
IcMik,"  lie  I  \j)laiiii(l  to  I.vddon,  •'wIm  ii  tlic\\,  hid  ji 
trip   or    t\w).      'riii>    oil",    hin    ,1    n^iunl    >uu.      Soim-   011 

'till     cat.     til.-    .V«)UIl<r     pio-,     a, id      tlicll      tli(v'l-|       ^r,u„i     for 

iniu<,dit  l.iit  killing,'.  If  tlitv  .at,  oii.^  tl;.  v  .at,  all.  and 
'ti>ii"t  110  ;,'ood  Icttiii;,'  '.III  ha\f  anotli.r  trip  ,aft.  r  that. 
r'raps  the  littl.  011. ■>  hit.  s  too  hard  with  th.ir  t..th, 
liiit  what.v.r  'ti-.  if  she  tat-  orif  >\ir  .at,  tlif  inart.l 
lilt.r.  S.c  that  yniiiij,'  >()«  in  th,-  n.  \t  -tvr  Sh.'s 
\Mith  about  f.Mir  pound,.  Tii^r,  pav,  if  v.ni  kn  iws  how 
tt)  kip  th.iii.  Wli.ii  tliis  VDiin-;  pin-  \,v  i>  thr.c  uiks 
old,  h.'>  wiith  a  pound.  Th.  y  co-t-  a  lot  to  kip,  l)ut 
th.  r.',  pr.)tit  in  it." 

It  «a-  arran;,r.il  that  the  rart  sliould  lif  oiit-iiic  .Mi>s 
rriit'>  field  in  about  tw.nty  uiinutfs.  and  Lyd.lori  w.'iit 
liack  to  tak.'  down  his  .Muall  ttiit  and  put  his  f.  w  h.lori;,'- 
iiii(-  to<4.  th.r.  He  stopp.ii  at  the  villas;-,  -hoj)  to  I)i7v 
a  loaf  and  a  jji.  cr  of  liacon,  how.vtr,  ami  tlierf  lu-  nut 
.\lln-. 

••  Vou  ^roi,,'  aft,.-  Mary.'  "  the  child  asked,  her  sharp 
little  f'ufe  Upturned  to  hi-. 

'"  \  t's,  I  aiii,"  said  he.      "  .\ri'  you  -orrvr  " 

"  Dunno,"  said  s!;.-.  -  Look"  y.  r,  .\daiii.  I  n.  v.r 
t. 11.(1  (>'i  y.iii  when  I  s.tri  you  and  .Marv  doVMi  in  the 
liolli.s  ch.ioni.riir  each  otiur.  I  lay  voii've  ^rot  enough 
I'l  your  putsv  to  <,r.t  iiiaiidv  -onie  td'  tliiv  pink  n.-ar- 
drop-. 

■•  I  nii^lit,"  lie  -aid,  and  th.'  pear-.lrop-  w.re  duly 
obtained. 

'*  ^  ou  coniin'  bat  k  v.r.'  "  a-k.d  .\llus. 


:.'()  1- 
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"'  I  il'iii't    t  hitiK   -M." 

She  -!]]>|)(il   I'.'V  lilt!)    !'!(n^!i  iiMMiki  \-  !!,i!!il   nito  !m«. 

"  ^'(>u  (iiii  r  l)ii\'  ,1  nil  r  \.iri  .unl  tr.ivil  up  tin  coiiii- 
tiv." 

"'rii.ir>   uliit    I'm   l;iiiii;4'   to  iln," 

••  IM  l.ki  t.i  tr:i\,  I  ,ilu;i_\  ~."*  .ij,|  III.-  clilld.  ••  Wlu'ii 
I'm     i,nnu(il    IiIl;-     I     ^liin"!     ^o     iiitn     Mi'vicc     liki      what 

Ml^--     I'lMi      ^,i\>     I       liil     In,     I     -li   ill     tike    ,1    lia^krt     alul    ^i) 

liaukin'.  I  -liiMiMii't  hi  >  Im-  ti>  h.  in  a  hnii^i-  ainl  wrar 
a  cap  oil  iiK    111   111  .1  111  I  III  •  I  r  uo  out   i:o\\  hi  ri  -.."' 

•*  It's  a  uiTtrhiii  lilr."  s.iiii  hi.  Iiillx  a:^i(  (  in;,'.  '*  I 
think  Niiu'ri-  -iiimIiIi.  Alhi>.  All  the  i^ooil  imal-.  and 
Milt  Im'iU  i:i  III'  umlil  v^i'iiMii't  iiiaki  up  to  you  \vliat 
you'd  lost.       ]\    -nil  >,  NiiiTil  111  \(  r  lie  alili'  to  _|Uiiip." 

'•  .M(Ui    I  should."  shi    iitliittd  coiichisivily. 


l.\ddoii  was  iil.hi^inijv  diiviii  hv  tin  yoimi;'  I'on  sti  r 
riy,lit  up  to  the  vifi^r  of  NmiIv.  and  haviiiij  said  his 
"  ooiid-iijnlit  **  ;iiid  oir.  ii  d  pax  nil  lit  which  \\  as  rrtiistd. 
ill-  was  hit  to  the  sil,  III  (•  of  tiic  Wiuid  and  to  s(  f  ,d»out 
(iiiditiL;  a  camp  in  Ihr  twiliiiht.  \\r  t'oiiiid  the  sii;ht  of 
tliiir  fornirr  cam[)  tin  I'l  \>as  nolhiiiif  to  indicate  that 
luimai)  l»ciii_;s  had  i\ir  li\id  lliiic  liiit  t  he  discoloration 
of  the  i;;rass.  .Mar\"s  l.nt  wis  not  tin  re,  nor  was  she 
aiiioii^  the  fiiivi  liiisl  1  s  wlni'e  sin.ill  patches  of  ashes 
or  the  llutter  of   a  disciid.  d    I'ae-  told  of  the   t  ra\(  lliiif,' 

people.         lie  c! -osr   ;i    -itr    fo!     Ills    oW  |l    tellt.   si  t    it    tip,   alld 

thin  .ale  his  suppir  dispj  iiti  ill  y.  As  he  s,it  smokiiiLj 
aflerw.irds  ii  situud  to  liini  as  if  she  must  he  |)re^eiit. 
The  ))trfunie  of  the  w  ood  smoke  >iii:;;t  st(  d  In  r  :  the  still- 
ness ;uid  f'reshiK  >s  id"  the  Lire.it  woods  darkiiiiii^'  in 
the  chill  ot'  the  spriiii';  diisk.  the  slrepv  .111(1  stealthy 
rustliiin's  .ind  ci-.ickliny-s  in  luish  .and  t'ur/e,  the 
Militl'i'  forci  s  of  the  fon  sf  Well'  .liioiit  him.  eiiilirac- 
iiie;    'lim.   hew  ilcluiii;-   hini.    w  hlsp,  rini;'   that    notliiiii;  else 
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'"""'■'■"'.    •■"I'l     <l''t     I"      "If.    Ii   ..I    clin^.   n,     .,,    ,|„u-.      tl„.    lif,. 

"'    -''^'  '"«"^^'    !■■"'  'I li'    nuiih.rl         ,1,.  nl    ti„.  ,,utii, 

''"'  '"'"11"  P'lt  n|-  tll.t  ,|,int  Uhi.ll  ,1«.|U  i„  tlu' 
'■"■"'  •""'  '^  "I""  "  t' mil  fliail  tin  i^M.N  an,i  .pinU 
'"'•"''■''  '•>  '"  "■  'I'll'  "■  »  '>  no  iMuori.  ,,ii,l  uli.n  tl,r 
l.i>t  .l.,.\liu|,t  |,,„l  M..n,  u|,i,i,  u  ,,  ,„,t  till  .1,,^..  n|M,M 
"""  ""  *^'""'  l'«'l-..|  liUM  ,il.u;it  u;tl,  llniiM  ,M|r.,l,lr 
>li.ulnu..    II,..    I;, ,11,:.,    .,,,,1    |„,„    |„,^|^,  ^    M.inr.i    to    (Ir.uv 

;;'"^'  *"  '"^  •'"'  '"  ""■  -l.nku.s,  a>  if  III  ,lm.,|,  fri, „.!- 
'""^^-  "  "''^  ""*.  '"■  »'l'.  tint  lir  ImiiiaiiiM-,!  ti,r  Cni-.-t 
HI    lIlU.  (  laililin^r  it^  lOlKflH    |  n  T  1,1,,,;    Tall,,  r   |„     ,r,  |,t    int., 

'':  .''""  <""-'i'  iM).  v..  unlcl.  li,,  apaii  (nun  Immaii 
allaii>  .iriil  can  n(\.  i-  -I  -iif  tliiiii. 

"••  '■■'I'l'"l  "lit  lll^  pipe  it  >..,,i,,|  that  til..  Mi.M.n 
nuiM-  ,|,.t„,l,..,|  th.  |i\i„i,-  ,r.afun>  t|,,t  u.r.  n.ar  l.iit 
""■■'"■"•'•  "'■  '"'"'  l'"|-  tl,.iv  ^^.,■,.  .taitl.  ,1  ni.a,.,i.Mt,  in 
•'"•  nn.lrr^r,-.,«tli,  a  1,.;^  li.  «  a\\av  ..\,  ,li,  al.  a  (nv,  .\ 
p..nv  u1h)m  l,r.at!,iiii,'  had  h,  ,  ti  ai'i.hl  I,  I,,!,,,.,  >tail.,l 
a--iM..  V,  ith  a  ^nurt  and  ^oiii^'ht   >af.  t  v. 

''"I""  li'-  Ih  u-.l  hiinian  r.„,t>t,'p,.  line,  itain.  .low, 
>fnppin^  n,,u-  and  a.-ain.  iim\in-  >iiutlli,i^rl\ .  II,.  ,r,,t 
up  and  call.  (I  ..ut  "  " 

••  Who",  th.r..?  "' 

N'.  atiMv.r.  Th,  re  «a.  si|,  n,-..  f,,,-  .,  nninn  nt  and 
till  n  th,.  fontNt,  p,  r,  t  r.  at.  (I. 

\U  ualk.d  in  th.  ii-  ,liivc!i,,n,  hmiK..,!  t,,  (I,,,!  out  ul,„ 
the  lilt  i-iid..r  \\  a>. 

Th,-  (■,,., t.trp>  .|iii.lv.ii.  ,1.  II,  incna-..!  ln\  par.^ ; 
th,v    hrokc  into   .a    .■,,„        n,.    ,.,„_    ,_,^,       ^^^^^    ^^^^    ^^^    ^^^^ 

>tr.  tch  of  h.ath.r  that  lav  l„tu.,,;  th.-  h,„,.1,  and  the 
In,:;!)  i-oad  u,„t  th.  fu-iti^,■.  II,  f.,l|,,„,.,l  ,,„.|  ^r„f  ,„,,i,. 
'"•"'^''  "I  ""•  darkiu^.  to  >,,.  tliat  it  ua.  .."uoman. 
She  had  crouched  a-Mii,>t  a  ruiv,  dni J|  hopitiir  f,,  ,.I,|,|,, 
'"'■  P'TMi,  r  in  its  .1  ],,«.  luit  h,  ,.,„,„,  ,,p  .,,1,1  ,1,^, 
iiM.  i(.l  a   little  ci-v. 
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'•  Marv!""  Ill-  (  xcliiiiird  in  ^nrpri-c 

"Oil.    nil!"    >lir    pailtrd.        "    I     tlinliyl,       'tWilS    SOmO    of 

tlifV  t'urrl!!  ili.ip-.  what  conn-  up  \*r  froni  Kent. 
^'()ll  skttiiii  iiif  (Tool.  I  didn't  kii.uv  vour  voicr. 
Ad.un." 

llcr  hrrast    ua>   >till   luavin^'.   lur   face   turned   from 

1 1  i  1 1 1 . 

"What  hrouf^dit  vou  h(  rer  ""  lir  >:ud.  "Did  you 
know  that  I  had  coim?  *' 

*•  If  IM  a-knii\v(iL  I  wouldn't  have  conu'.  Sonic- 
think  diawcd  n;c  down.  I  didn't  want  to  ^nio  to  sleep. 
I  wanted  to  walk  somewhere-..  .\iid  m)  I  couie  down 
vei-  to  \tr(lv.  The  tne>  i^  coiuiJiny  when  you've 
ii-li\t(l  under  'tin  e\(  r  >in(e  you  was  horiiid.  I  diihvt 
know  as  anv  one  wa>  atchin:;  yer.  tlieri'  wasn't  no  one 
when  I  conml  yer  this  morning'." 

'"What  do  vou  nuan,  you  wouldn't  have  eoiiie:' 
Whv  did  you  run  olf  like  that  without  ^nvin^'  nie  uarn- 
iu'j:':'  Whv  di(hrt  vou  eoi""  mar  nie  ye>ter(lay  even- 
ini,rr  " 

She  ])re>er\i(l  u  sulky  >ilenee. 

"Come  to  mv  tint  now.  I  want  to  have  things  out 
with  you." 

He"  hirni'd  and  did  not  wait  to  see  if  she  wore 
follou  inLf.  She  did  >o,  however,  afttr  a  mouu  id's  hesita- 
tion. 

They  n  ached  flu  t.iit.  he  lit  a  candle  and  stuck  it 
near  the  eidranct'.  and  placed  a  jiiece  of  sack  over  >onie 
straw  so  that  she  mi^'ht  >it  down. 

"  Where  are  you  camj)in^^r  "  lie  asked,  in  a  matter- 
of-fact  voice. 

"  I'j)     a^r.iinst     I'orot     ("arner.      .Mile'n     half     from 

liere." 

"Vour  father  is  with  vou?" 
"  Ves." 


ALLWAUI) 
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"  W'l  II,  rill  cniiiiii^  to  .-(•(■  him  to-inorruw  jihuut  uur 
p.tt in:;  iii.irrii  (!."' 

'■  No,  you  aiirt.  tlun." 

"  I  ''(ff  your  jj.irdoi),  I  am." 

"  I  ain't  troiri'  to  marry  you." 

"\Vi'\f  had  that  all  out  hcforc.  Vou'ro  a  naui;htv 
^irl,  Mary,  and  I  am  not  pliaxd  with  vou." 

"'Co-  I  >{)okc-  rude  to  your  raunif  frit  (id  vc^tirdav," 
said  ^hr  wiMi  her  head  liiifh,  all  pctiitt  nrc  cvafjoratiiifj. 

"  IJicau^c  you  lit  mi'  hunt  for  vou  for  thrtc  hours 
last  ni^dit." 

Slic  \va-<  >i|tnt.  ,uid  n^azrd  at  the  cand!!"  with  ht>r 
grc  at  iirown  tyc^.      Tluy  >l(uvly  nllid  with  ttar<. 

'■  I  aiirt  fit  for  vou,"  >lic  said,  her  voice  catcliinj:. 
'•  I  didn't  oii^dit  to  have  calhd  Ik  r  uhat   I  did." 

"That  wasn't  what  made  nie  an^^rv  with  vou,*'  he 
.said.  ■•  It  was  for  th:nkin<^  that  I  was  ashamed  of 
you.  Vou  did  think  tli.it.  The  reason  I  didn't  want 
you  to  meet  that  woman  was  Incause  >he  wouldn't 
under>tand  you-    nor  vou  her,  for  the  matter  of  that." 

"  Hut  you  likes  })er." 

"  Ves,  I  like  her,  and  I  owe  a  preat  dial  to  her,  hut 
that  doi-n't  prevent  me  from  Meini^  irritatin<^  (jualities 
in  her.  jUst  ;is  slie  sees  them  in  me,  I  expect.'' 

Mary  sat  (|uite  still,  the  tears  ^Mtlvrin^'  and  f.allin^ 
down  into  her  lap,  her  (raze  <till  on  the  candle. 

"It's  no  good,"  she  said.  " 'Tis  madness,  you  and 
me  ^^ittin'  rummered.  I  m  .  s  it  when  I'm  away  from 
you,  A  l.un.  Wlu  n  you're  close,  look,  all  I  thinks 
ahout  is  you,  and  that  all  you  w.ants  ain't  enough  for 
me  to  give  you.  You  ain't  neve  r  w.uittd  me  to  lievave 
as  f  shouidn't.  liut  if  you  did.  I  shouldn't  stand  against 
you.  It  ain't  in  iiif,  Vou  turns  ine  to  water.  I'd  cut 
off  my  hair  .and  pull  out  my  tiith  if  vou  was  to  a-k 
ine  to.      Sillv,  ain't  it  1  " 
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She  -^IiiiiimI  lip  uilli  diH'  dl'  lii  r  -«<tt  >iiil!t  >.  tlidiiijli 
t lie  t(  :ii'>  ut  ri-  uct  on  lii  r  cIm  (  k>. 

I, \, 1(1, ,11  III  lit  (All-  ;iiui  tudk  Inr  dark  hand  and 
KI^m".!  it. 

-Mny'." 

Sli''  caiiiilit  Iii-  arm  and  drc  w  liiai  down. 

"  .\dain.   Ailaiii!      What   _V(Ui   dinn    to   iiir    io   make   iiic 

.slicll  a   tool  ; 

"Do  Mill  know.  I  fill  voii  \M  ic  ill  th''  wood  iu>t- 
now-"*  lie  -aid.  holdiiiLT  hrr  do-r.  •'Hut  yiii  arc  the 
wood,  and  thi'  \M'od  i>  voii.  anil  I  didn't  know  which 
u;i,  uhi(h.  'Idial  i-  whv  I  lo\r  V'  II.  that  In  why  I 
want  Mill.  Mar\.  No  oIIhi-  woman  in  all  thr  world 
could  iir  pari  of  iiiVMlf  in  the  way  that  yoii  an." 

She  iliidi  r^t.iod  what    wa>  laiiLj-ihlr   in   hi>  >pi  I'cli. 

'•  No  othir  womaiir  '"  -he  n  ptatid  In^  at  lil(>>ly. 

'■   None.        Nolle." 

She  >in-!i(d  happily,  and  pn -miI  hn-  (In-lml  chifk 
(lI.,^■lin>t  hi-;. 

••  If  we  have  child rrii."  -aid  hi.  h.ilf  lo-t  in  fancy, 
'•tlav  will  !>r  like  the  woildV  lir-f  childr.ai. 
'Idiev    will    he    never    taiioht    t  h.     thinu's    that    kill    cliild- 

liood."* 

"  I'd  like  "(111  to  oo  to  |l,e  hoard  -chool.""  >aid  Mary 
.apprelu  ii-i\elv.  "I  ■■oiildn't  larn  \iii  niu<-li.  and  you 
wouhhi't   ha\e  no  p.itieiice.  .\daiii." 

IIeliur>t  iniiMi-hout  of  laughter. 

••  Marv  !      Mai'y.  you  de.ar  I  "' 

She    Miillcd     uiicompri  In  iidin^.    and     lluii     wlii-pti-cd 

shyly— 

"  I  Itopi  >  wi    lia-  lot-,  ot'  cliaxi,^.  .\.laiii."' 

II.-  ki-i,l  h.  r. 

"  I   hin   -ii   mi-i  i'-d)!c   to-day.   .\dain.       I   cried   up    ver 
in  \erelv  a-  1  ain't  a-criid  -ince  I  wa>  a  ch.avi." 

A  -iidden  mi.-t  ])ut  out  the  candle.  Iml  neither  -tirrid. 


AM.WAUl) 
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"Did  vdii  link  :i  nice  liit  nt'  -iippir  I  (i- 11  l;4lit  '  "'  >hv 
a^krd.      "*  I  iloii't  -'  1-  III!  (iic." 

"  I  had  -Dinr  l)l'f,-id-aiid-cli((--i'."' 

"'rii-it  ain't  niilliin"  for  a  man  uliit  Iia>  bin  uorkin' 
all  dav.  1,1  t  nil  ni  d.r  \ mi  a  liit  ut'  a  vni^  wnw  and  liavf 
soint't  liink  t  a^t y." 

llr  ri  I(  a^i  (1  111  '•. 

••  Nu.  il">  t'M)  latr.  Marv,  vnii  oun'lit  tn  lit.'  ;,^itliM<^' 
back." 

"  1  diin't  want  to  i^o,"  she  -aid. 

•'  ^'(lIl^l•  I'-nt  to  '<!).  cllild.  I  -.Iiall  l)f  round  to  see 
voiir  iatlii-r  lailv  to-morrow  mornin:;.'" 

Slir  \\a-  >ilrllt. 

"  Marv,  conu  !  "' 

She  looked  at  lilm  with  w  i-t  fulni-s  and  a  -milin:^  >Iiy- 
nr->  in  lifr  cvis  as  he  ndit  tlu-  caiidlr  and  M't  it  out 
ot'  tlir  draiiiilit. 

*•  Ain't  I  to  >tav  any  lorim  r,  Adamr""  >lii'  said  rijiict- 
antlv.  in  li^r  lioarsc  coavini;- ^yp-y!-!!  viiic.... 

Iff  flu-ticd,  Imt  riinaimii  ii.cxor  il>lr.  She  looked 
.such  a  child,  -uch  a  lovtly  child,  in  the  -eaii  lit  teiit, 
licr  dark  hair  about  the  olive  oval  ot'  lur  face,  lie<-  ear- 
rini,fs  catchiiiij  the  i^'old  of  the  candle  flame,  her  ^^reat 
-oft  eves  ali^'ht  and  >h  im<li ->  in  their  iiinoeeiit  pas- 
sion. 

"  \o,  nc,,  child." 

The  spell  broki',  lier  ev-  cloudi  d,  slle  >  tt  back. 

••  Well,  thtn **  she  said. 

'•  Well,  wliafr" 

'*  ('.ood-iii^ht.  Adani." 

She   ro>e. 

'"I'm  comiiii^  witli  ViUi."  he  replied,  bloulni^  out  the 
li-ht. 

Thev  walked  toirilhcr  till  tluy  came  out  on  the  ojii'n 
moor.      Marv  sutferid  hi:ii  to  hold  her  arm.      The  famt 
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st;ir]ii,f!it    lif   llirir  way.  and  tlirv   struck  the  r;irt-t  rack 
which  Ird  up  to  the  hi^h-road. 

*•  W'hv  ddii't  you  >ay  iiothiiii,^?  "  >hc  a-<k(  il  presently. 

"  I  was  thinking." 

'•  Of  iii.r  *' 

"  V.s." 

"And  vou  rialh   koiiis  inc.  tachi[)crir" 

The  chitch  on  lnT  arm  t ii,fht<-.ic(L 

'*   ^'tS.   I    rcallv    h)Vc    vou.   vou   little   ^tlMljrc." 

"  I  ain't  >a\a!4f.'"  >he  >iid.  |)ii|Ued.  taking  the  word 
to  mean  fierce. 

"  ^'ou  are  mv  tame  tryp^v,  aren't  your'  " 

"  I'm  aiivliiinti  vou  wants  me  to  he,  .Adam." 

"  Ve>."    ■ 

"  I'p  a^'in  tile  tree^  there,  there's  ;i  nii4htin,i,'ale's  'Hst 
with  t  hree  e^^s  in  it.'' 

'•  Where.'" 

"  There,  up  that  ludije,  I'ound  the  kun>i.  Ilu-h. 
there  it  ^oes.  The  cock's  a-sin^in'.  I  likes  to  hear 
'cm." 

Thov  stood  >till  for  ;i  moment,  the  iiif,'ht-s\vcctncs.s 
of  the  moor  hlown  tow.irds  them  on  a  liijht  wind  from 
tiie  Ma.  The  pure  rouladi  s  .'uid  li(|uid  phrases  of  the 
niirhtiniiale  were  home  to  them  where  thev  stood  on 
the  road. 

"  Sounds  a'most  a>  if  there  was  words  to  it,"  said 
Mary,  after  a  ])aus<'. 

"I)o\\n  in  Normandy  country  peojilo  say  that  this 
is  what  till'  niirhtin<;ale  says.  Vou  listen,  and  tell  me 
if  vou  think  it  is  like. 


I.I'  Ikhi   Dieii   m'a   dninK^  tiiic   f'liinii- 

f.tiic    i'ai    taut,    taut,    taut    l^atluc 

I'.I  s'il  m'eii  il'iiiU''  nil''  autri' 

.Ic   III'   la    tiatti  rai    plii-^.    [ilu-.    pin-,    jihi-. 

•  ^Mruii  I'l  tit.  <iu'ini  prtit,  iiu'iui  jutit." 


AI-UVAHI) 


O" 


What*.  tliatP" 

Peasant  talk  down  tlicn-." 

It's   as    (1(([)   a.   our   talk.    Ail  tin.      What    do    it    all 


mean: 


He  t  ran-.lat(  d  it  for  her. 

*•  That  ain't  wh.it,  he  >a_vs,"  Marv  co'iinirntcd  dis- 
dainfnllv. 

'*  Well,  what  docs  ho  shv,  do  you  think!'  " 

She  was  silnit  for  a  nio?ii(  lit  while  the  char  notes 
sounded  a  little  further  awav. 

*'  There  isn't  no  words  for  it,"  .-he  s.iid  at  Im^th. 
'•  It's  ju^t.  that  he  feels  tht>  sprinrj  and  that  hiil)l)lii\' 
out  of  him.  He's  so  happv  about  his  e<.'<;s  and  hi-  ne-t 
and  that,  that  he  couldn't  liilp  sin^in'  if  he  tried. 
There's  times  when  every  one  feels  like  that." 

"And  when  do  you  fe'el  like  that,  then.-  " 

She  pres-ed  close  to  him  and  spoke  hoarsely. 

"  When  I'm  with  vou,  Adam." 


( ii.\r'ii,i{  x\ 


Mi>>  l'i;i<  i:  "'o  iioi  tlic  u  I'll!  Ill  t'l  ui\<    up  ;lii  i  nti  ^[)^i^e 
\^li.  u    <ilicr    -lie    !i:l(l     1 1 1 K  ir  r  I  .t  Im  11     it.        A     httcT    wllicll    she 

rcci  i\i  il  t  he  iiii  1  iiiiii4-  .■il'Ici-  I.I  r  iiitir\  ii  w  v,  illi  Mis.  ,Ii  tl" 
(l(ciiir<l  lit  r  tu  iii-l.itit  .irtinii.  Slii'  nnlircil  linalsf.-i^t 
;it  >i\(ii.  iiiiii  till  poiiv  (•.lit  \n  1)1  ir.idy  at  h  (juartir  to 
,inlit.  >!!<■  tlini  (lrii\c  III!'  in  thr  ilir.cl  i'Ui  ot'  Hurli_v. 
Slir  km  u  thr  li,aliit~  (if  tin-  L;vp~ii>  will  i  iiminii  to  Ik- 
>iirc  tli.it  it'  -!ic  iliii  nnf  liihl  the  .I.iinr-o  .at  \  crcl y, 
slu-  \Miiili!  prnli.ilil  V  ('(Miic  updii  tliciii  .at  l-'nrot  ('(irncr. 
She  \\.i^  -.a\i  (I  t  he  t  I'Diilili-  of  liiintinir  \'(  I'l  l_v.  lioucvcr,  liv 
;in  I  iiciiiihti  r  uitii  .a  pimi'  t  ra\  illiiii,^  tinker  and  lii-- 
faii;ilv.  uli.i  liad  .jil-t  >rttl(d  .at  tlic  t-A'^r  of  tlic  wood. 
The  cliiMirn  liad  .-diTadv  >«a  id«  il  tin-  >iirr(iiindinii-.  and 
dec  kind  tluia  \.(rc  no  otlur  caiiip-  near  iiy:  iink -s 
"tu.t--  .a  -iii^k'  iii.an  "mIliI  li.ui  i^nm  off  uitli  !ii->  tliini;"> 
in  .1  cart  that  niurniiii.;-  (ai'ly.*"  .Mi>-  Trice  th.aiiked 
thi  i-.ii;'uei|  f.nnilv.  (li^tril)uted  -dim  penni(>  aiiionij  tlic 
-iii.alki-  fr\,  .111(1  tniaieil  lu  r  pcny*-  lie,;d  tdW.arcU  t!ie 
iii.ain  rii.ad  .iii.ain. 

If    .he    did    Ildt    (il,d    tlle   J.tllK  -.es    ;[\    l''ore-t    Comer,   -lie 

Wdiild  h.ase  to  pd-tjjdii'-  liir  \i-it  till  .anntlar  day,  and 
n-,ither  uliit  iiifdnn.atiiin  -he  (aaild  froiii  ^yp-i(>  nn  the 
V(i;ul  .a-  to  their  w  iiereahont-.  They  iiiii;'ht  he  by 
Il.atch'tf-  I'ond,  or  He.anli.  ii  U.aiU.  wlure  S.aiii  went 
fre(|Ui  ni  Iv  :  di-  S.nii  iiii:;-lit  h.a\e  iiiy-teridii-  l)U-ine->  in 
the  iidilh  n\'  tile  l"dr<-t.  She  did  iidt  think  that  .Mrs. 
,],  tr  u(aild  purpo-(ly  li.ave  lui-ltd  In  r  a-  Id  the  dir(('tidn 
they   h.ad   takt  n. 

SIh     lliikul    tia     piMiy    and    c!uck((l    to    it    cnca)ur.a/.;- 
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in^lv.    ^Inkiii;^"    the    i.  iiiN    on     it^     t'.il    li.ick.       Slir    w;i> 

(Iri  >-ril    with    111  !•    Il-U-.l    Ciiliti  hipl     fur    (itic    r.llll'.i  lit  .        'I'iic 

iiriciriit  >ti:i\\  w  I-  mi  In  r  hr.id.  ~!ii  woci'  .i  |).iir  nt'  ili>i^- 
-kiti  ^Inx  (  >,  u  liidi  (lit  I  II  ^1  I'M  (1  li  r  u  In  II  tiaiiliii'ii:;.  a  ml 
lit  1"  \\liii|r  lii^niii'  \va^  (  ii\  I  liipi  il  'II  a  'j;\<\  (lii>t  t  Inak  of 
uiict'i't  aiii  aL^i  .  Till'  ji'M'V  iiin\i(l  cumiil  ici  lit  1  \  up  tin- 
lmi;,r.  ^uii!i\'.  \\!il'i'  mad  to  l*;cl>(tt'>  I'n^t.  It  niidnl 
constant  riiiiindm  >  I'rmn  i!->  mi^tia^-.  ulio  <j^i\i-  ttnai 
apoliiL,''!  I  icallv.  Mi--  I'rici-  had  -and"  ich' -  and  a  IhiI  t  li- 
ed' milk  at  tin-  luiltnm  of  the  ^i)\irn.--  cart,  ami  a 
fr(t\  I'lir  till'  pniiw  Ml  all  W  1 1  lie  the  ojil  maid  ;;a\  •■  1 11  r -I  11 
lip  to  liappv  t  II  |ii\  nil  tit  i){  till'  liisli.  hiaiitil'ul  air  ami 
tlif  \  i(  \\  acrii-N  till-  miiiir.  She  did  not  admit  tlial  tln! 
u  id(  pid-jx  (t  ixcillid  lu  r  I'wn  o\(r  tk,-  Axon  \alli  v. 
lull  -111  a[)pririati  d  it  in  a  larn't-  mindid  -pirit.  Arri\i  d 
at  tlir  top  ot'  the  liill  mar  tin-  -pot  \\lh  it  tlir  fallows 
liad  -tood  in  ancii  lit  timi  -.  -lie  uliijilird  nj)  tin-  pony  and 
-t  t  ot!"  doVMi  till-  Hin^^wood  road.  'I'uo  ot  thr  \\  IhcIk  r 
cliildnii  -at  on  tlic  toj)  id"  tlir  iiank  at  tlu'  turiiinir  to 
I''ori-t  Cornrr;  tlicv  had  In  i  n  lift  in  charm'  of  the 
tint-  while  thtir  f.athtr  and  motlar  piir-md  thrir 
\ariou-  axocation-.  Tin'  hoard  -chool  aiithoiit  n  -  caii- 
jiot  catcli  thi'sr  little  vat,nMiit-,  hut  they  arc  a-  a  rule 
far  (|iiicki'r  of  foni,nif,  hrain  and  hand  tlian  tin-  country 
childri  n.  'I'ln  re  ua-  a  dint  of  "(lood  morninu".  my 
ladv,'"  in  re-po!!-e  to  Mi--  i'rice"-  ^I'let  ini;-,  and  win  II 
-he  iinjnind  if  the  .la'in-e-  were  encamped  there,  the 
an-\ver  came  (piick  and  -miliniilv.  with  an  oli'er  of  c^iiid- 
aiice  to  I  lie  -pot. 

Mi--  Price  decliin  d.  hut  promi-t  d  t In childn  n  money 
f,^\'  ^\M't-  if  tinv  would  hold  the  pony*-  In  ad,  while 
'ilie  found  lier  wav  her-eir  throiii^di  the  hu-ln-.  She 
foliowid  the  ])atli  roumi  the  lleld,  and  -"on  the  di-ah 
roof-  of  the  l)ee-hi\t>  tents,  p.atdied  .and  -nioky,  iint  her 
e\f.-  ,il)o\c  the  i^old  of  the  jforse. 
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'I'llc     (ii-l      jIlMMil      tci     III'     \\<r     W'llit  In   r>.         'I'll!   ri'     WiTf 

t\M)  a  littlr  I'lirllitr  dn.  .iihI  .i  (Innki  y  ''upiti;^.  Iii)hl)|i  il 
at  a  lit t |i'  (li-t  nicf. 

"  M  iry  .1  ii:ir-  !  "  -Iinlllnl  .Mi>-   I'l  i( c. 

'riidr  ua-  -ilciicc  Inr  a  iniiiiltf,  ati'l  llnii  Marv's 
li(  1(1,  liMiind  aliniit  Ik  a  lii'i^;lit  ki  rcliii  t",  rn>(  out  nt"  tlic 
(h\  i-'i'iii  1)1  t  » ( I  ti  t  111'  i  \vi)  ti  III  >. 

*■  ( 'oinc  out  a  iiiiiiiiti  ,  iii\  (liar."  said  Mi--  I'ckc 
acrii-,     tlic      riiivc     liiislii-.      *■  I      want      to     >p(  ak      to 

\  nil,"" 

*■  ^  1 -.  iM\  lady."  slid  Mar\  nln  du  iitl  v.  and  tlinadtd 
li(  !•  wav  tliroii^li  to  tin-  knoll  n[)oii  wliicli  the  old  lady 
stood.  Miss  I'li'c  uas  au  III  of  a  siilitli-  ditrii(  iicc  in  the 
oirl.  Ilir  checks  U(ii-  tliislud  and  l'ii:!(r,  Inr  cvis,  iil- 
\s  avs  li(  r  I)(  st  ('(  at  lire.  I)ia!.di((  r  lliati  c\cr,  licr  i^rint  frock 
tidy  and  Inr  ajiroii  clean.  Miss  Price  a(lmitt((l  to 
Ik  I'si  It'  tli.it  .Mary  liad  o-i-ow  n  into  a  most  liandsonie 
.and  !j,ra(  ( fill  i;irl.  "  'I'lieia  's  a  look  of"  lireedinj^ 
.ihout  some  ot"  till  se  o'Vpsv  woiii.  n."  thought  tlic 
old  maid.  "I  don't  .altoi;i  t  Ik  r  ^^  ondt  r  .at  Jticli.ird 
Lyddon." 

•*  II.ivc  voii  .aiiytliini^  for  mc  to  sit  on''"  Miss  Price 
ask((l.  ••  1*111  .afi'aid  of  tlu"  djinip,  and  I  w.mt  to  luive 
a  i^ood  t  1  Ik  with  voli."' 

"  Will  \oii  (a)me  into  tlic  i(  nl,  mv  lady?  " 

"  Arc  you  ,alonc.'  "' 

••  ^'(  s.  niy  lady." 

" 'I'Ik  11  !  uill.  uith  ])liasurc.  It  isn't  tlic  first  time 
that  Pvi  sat  in  your  father's  tint.  I  am  glad  that 
vour  f'allici'  h.is  tic\tr  t.aken  to  li\iniX  in  a  (a)ttam\ 
'I'lierc  are  far  too  manv  houses  alxuit.  All  this  huildintr 
is  ruiniiii^  t  he  T'on  st." 

""  lie  c  in't  a  hear  sleepino-  uitli  ,i  roof  over  his  head." 
Mary  iei)hed.  le.idin:,'  the  way  to  the  tent.  Straw  ,and 
driid   hi' ick(  II   (Utrspriad   with   a   neat    piiaa'   of  carpet 
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cuviiiil  it-  (liKii-.  Marv  piilli  d  mit  i  l.iiii.lli  for  Mi-- 
I'rid'  ti)  It.iti  ,ii;iiii-t,  ,iii(l  tluM  -it  (l(i\vii  iiu--  K^^kI 
Ii-  r-'  If  ill  'fi\  |>-_v   I'.i-linin. 

'■  I'm  not  ^niiiy:  to  111  at  .iliout  tin    lai-li.  M  1 1  \   .laiiu  -," 

l»(  L,MI1     Mi--     I'liii,    (llMUlIll^    <.ll'    till      iloy-klll    ;^|oV(«.    ulld 

Miiootliiii:^  tliiiii  out  on  in  r  lap.  "  r\<  kiioun  you  -inrr 
vol!  wiy,'  a  sill  ill  haliv  a  tiiiv,  ilaik  littli  tliiiiLi,'  in 
voiir  niotliir's  arm-,  ami  -In-  ua-  lyini;-  in  a  \aii  jii-t 
1)1  low  St.  (at  lit  line*-  Hill.  I  lnoii^lit  In  r  o\ir  some 
conit'oit-,  poor  -oul,  and  miv  [ili  i-iil  -ln'  u.i-.  Alu 
\t-.  \(ai  don't  iMiminli'i-  that.  Mir\.  \our  pi  opir 
n-' d  to  think  a  lot,  ol'  tluiii-il\r-  in  tho-r  d.i\-,  .ami 
tliirc  Hire  ^^vp-ii  ■»  of  the  rr.il  old  -ort  .aliout,  who 
lookrd  down  on  tin  half  hriid-.  \onr  oun  luotlur  t'ol- 
lowid  the  ifood  old  ;,'V|i>y  (ll-toni.  and  h.ad  .all  thr 
pl.iti-  and  di>his  usfd  hy  lur  duririi,"  h<  i"  conlininn  id 
hroki  n     up     aftrrw,ard>     -o     th.at     no     om      -hould     u>i' 

tlitUl." 

'•  \'r-."'  -,aiil  Mar\ .  hii"  r\t  -  u  idi  u  ith  intiir-t.  "  'I'lir 
old  folk-,  usid  to  do  that.  TIr'  *  po^;^rrin'  opr.ay,'  tiny 
U-i'd  to  rail  it." 

••  I*\c  .iIw.ivn  doni-  what  I  could  for  ymir  piopU/' 
continiird  Mis-  Price  iiiipri--ivt  ly,  "'.iu-t  as  my  fatlu-r 
did  111  I'orc  nir.  I've  ot'ti  II  hr.ard  him  say  th.at  hr  ihmt 
mi-.s.il  a  chicken  or  a  \\isp  of  h.iy.  liowi\cr  lu.ir  the 
^'V})sics  were  camped,  heciu-i-  they  were  -o  ^r.atetul  to 
him.  I'm  ti  Mini,'  you  .all  tlii-.  my  dear,  to  -how  you 
tliat  I  wisli  you  well  and  th.at  I  think  highly  <»f  your 
people."' 

"  Vou  .always  bin  very  ^ood  to  u  •,  my  lady,"  M.arv 
returnt  d. 

"Well,  in  return,  I  w.ant  you  to  !h-  truthful  with 
nu\  Wli.at  is  t!ii>  ahuut  Mr.  Lvddon  u  horn  vour  })e()- 
ple  call  Allward.-" 

Mary  hesitated,  lur  face  tlu-liinir.  .and   lier  ^.ize    fell 
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oil    lit  1-    link    'i.iinl-.       Mi--    I'liii*".    ryt'S    t'ulluucil,    .uhI 

.>lic  ;,^■l\^'  a  •.(,;  it. 

**  Hk'ss  iiif  I  Miii'ii    imt    111.11111(1  ,iln.ul\  '.'" 

'I'lurc  w,•l■^  ii   |il  till   :;iilil   liii:,^  on   .Mar_\*s   third  fin:;'  r 

of    til.      Irit     ll    UhI. 

••  Not  1/ K  1- l>  .  iiiv  lailv,"  >ai(l  \I.iiv  -livl.v.  '•  Ad  iiu, 
III'  iii.dr  iiic  |)iit  tiii>,  nil  till-  iiiMniiiiLT-  '''  ''"HH'  up 
V(|-    add    t.ill.id    III    t'atiur,    .ind    I'.itlitr    In-    i;a\(     iii'-    to 

IlilM  lik.-  uIimI  llintl;M">  r.itlMI-  i;i\'d  ImI"  In  tatlliT, 
uid  \M'  /lUinp.d  till-  lirnni!i-t  Irk.  W'i'm  In  ^1  t  iiianinl 
|irn|ii  f  .1-  MHill  .1-  till  ll  Hill-  ;iri'  |illt  U\>.  l-';itll(  r  o-ntlc 
to  .'i-t  till  iM|it,iiii  uli.it'-  iMiii])!  d  dnwii  111  llililiv  .dmllt 
it." 

••  W  hat  caitt.iin  -  "" 

'•  Thi-  (hiirch   Aiiii\    (■■ijilalii.       Ill    l;oi  -  .irniiiid  mar 
r\  ill*  t  iM\i  111  r  .  k'ok.  "IV  l:iil_\ .  .■iiid  u  In  11  l;i    liiid-  somi'  Ml 
1 1,1-  1)11 -he  >  u  li.it"-  liv  '111,^  tnm  t  hir  u  It  hull  t  i;.t  t  III"  iii:irriid 
ill   church,   l^'  L;iM  -   "iiii   rn[i|)(  r   riiiii-   uhat    In-   kri  |)^    in 
hi-  pncki  t.  ,iiid  i;i  t  -  "i  III  ni.ii'rii  d  in  chin  rli." 

Mi--  Prii  r  liii  .it  hi  d  iiinri    I'n  I  l_v. 

••  Thill  \nii  an-  not  hyallv  iiiarrudr  ^  mi  arc  tmt 
li\  iiii;  toL!;t  till  r.'  " 

"  I  Ic  ain't  .-i-t  IMC  to  _vi  I .  mv  kid y." 

"■*  \'mi  iiiii-t  rtiiiiiMlur  thi-  i;v[)-y  ni.irria^^c  doi-n't 
cmiid  in  till    r\  I-  ot'  the  hn\'. 

•'  \n.  ni\'  l.idv."  -aid  .M;ir\    -iiliiiii--i\  i  l_v. 

■■  'I'hi    ntlnr  marri.-icf  mii-t  m  vcr  t.ikc  iilacc" 

.M  ii'\'>  i^i'iat  i\(-  Wire  rrinhtriH  d  iio\\.  and  -he  said 
not  liiiii,^ 

••  \Vlu  re  i-  .Mr.  I.yddonr  " 

••  llr's  ^'oiii'  to  Uiiii^unod  to  -I  c  ahnilt  ^'ittini;'  a  van 
fur  u-  to  li'r  ill.  'I'hi  ll'-  a  m.in  w.nit-  to  -ill  one  down 
there." 

1.1  till'  uiii'ihu'Mli'il  ;i-i  Will  ;i-  tn  tliv  .L'>i'-.\   tin'  \\tK<\  •  Imiiii- "  is 
Uiiiiun  ;i-  "  l-ali'U."  iliii'lv  in;.'  tile  ln'ihi-  •■]'  I'ileliiiL,'  nf  iii.i  rriiiLT''. 
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'*  Tilt  II  1,1    \\i>u'\  !•'•  Imck  yt't.'' 
"  N'l,  iii\  l.ul\ ." 

"Will.    .\I.ii\.    I    A.itil     til    till    Mill    wliv    _\(>ii    curt 
mur\    tills   iiiiii.      'I'm   liiirin   vtitli.   In    coiiK'.  of  ^^iiitlr- 

J)rn|)|f,  .111(1  llial  Il.tLJi^  littuiill  j)iup|c  of  \iiiir  Milt 
aiiij  ^^intliimii  .iit  lianilv  ivrr  a  ^lU'cc-."..  ]{ii)  tlial'^ 
iiiil  till  ii  il  ii  ixiii.  Ill-  i>  nut  .111  iiiijiriaiv  HI  in.  Ili- 
1^  ,1  clivir  man.  .a  man  \\lin-;  iiiMiii>  m.iv  In-  ii^itiil  to 
lii>  rfiiintl\.  Ill  1^  liki  jut-.  i)t  ntlnl"  (  |i  \  i  r  |i<m|i|i.  )l 
lit  I  11'  mail.  .111(1  I  lull  t'nn-  In  j  -  nil  IT  1 1. a  Mi  .  I  Ir  \v  ill  makr 
\  11(1  \  I  r_v  iinli.ip|)\  ('111-  III  I  In^i-  da  v-.  I  |i  lia>  t.iki  n  ii[i 
t!ii»  lit'r.  Ill-  li.a>  t.iki  11  up  with  \iiii.  ill  a  I'rraki-li  im|iiiNi  . 
Ill  m,a\  (ill  -iimitliini^  lnt.allv  ditrrn  nt  in  .a  liaik.  fmi, 
.ami  ulirn-  vMiiilil  Vdii  1)1  .'  ^'(lll  mav  think  it  (im  tn 
marrv  -mnf  hih'  ulni  li.a>  a  iittli-  imunv  .iriil  i^  ilitl'i  I'l  lit 
I'l'iim  \iinr  own  mrn't'ulk.  liiit  nm  of  tin-i-  (|.iv>  \ou"ll 
111  loni  l\.  .ami  ui-li  you  li.ul  k(  pt  to  tlir  irood  ;r\p>v  ruh- 
and  ni.arricd  oni  of  \our  o«ii  lilood.  or  at  .inv  r.atc  of 
ymir  ou  n  w  .ay  of  lifi." 

"lit-  don't  w.int  to  live  no  dill'tiiiil  to  v 'lat  I  liin 
]i\in'."  said  .M.iry. 

"  Not  at  pn  viiit,  pi  rli.ip>,"  >.aid  .Mi->  I'ricT.  **  Hut 
you  mii-.t  It  iiiriiiliii-  that  yoU  uiU  he  (uttiiiLj  him  otf 
from  lii^  old  frii  nd>.  .and  Hi.at  miiiu'  d,i\'  lif  m.iv  n^r' t 
it." 

*•  III-  .ain't  oiif  to  clLin^r."  >,aiil  Mary  do^^idlv. 

"  Not  om-  to  cli.anni ■i'  .My  dt.ar  child,  imii  uilli  the 
>IiL;lit  kno\vl((ii;'i-  I  po>>i  >^  of  him.  I  lia\i-  li-nnt  that 
III'  li.'i>  li.ad  as  ni.anv  ch;irii|i  <  ;i-  a  ch.aim  Ii on.  Ilni^amd 
to  III-  m.aiTiid  to  a  yirl.  .■iiid  \shin  that  u;t^  hrokcii 
otr  marryiii!^  ^oiii"  one  i  Nc  Still  contimiinn'  the 
i  rit  iiiKhip  uith  the  (ir^t  i^irl.  and  marl\-  dr.a;jL;ini.j  her 
into  the  divoiaa'  (aiurt-<  uitli  him  throuy-li  thouirht- 
le-^m  ^>  of  her  riput.ation;  |.  .uiinLif  her  to  think  th;it 
lie  would  marrv  her  uheii   he  u.a^  free,  .•iml  tin  ti  c.arrv- 
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i:i;,'  on  with  vou — if  >(>u  don't  c.ill  muIi  a  inun  unstable 

.,^^^^:^\>\■ ~     W.ll.t  In  >    .'.ll  arr.  iiioiv  or  h --.      Do  VoU 

snppoM'    \h-    \\i!l    l)f    i)Lii'<«tly    contfntfd    wlun    lie    lias 

nianieil    voiir      'riiirc    an     >onif    im  ii    who    are    always 

\Nantin-c  land,,  beyond  the  .>tar>,  and   1  lulieve  he  is  one 

„r  Ihn"        lie  will  !..■   talkin,:,^  in   on>'   lan;,nia^r  and  you 

in  allot  Ik  r.  and  >onie  day  lu'll  wake  up  to  the  fact  and 

want    to   uand.r   oil'  soniVulure  el-e.      With   you   ^^vp>y 

pcopK   uaiideriiii;  i-  physical.  m)iiu  t  hin^Mlrht  s  your  K^'s 

aloiii;'    the    road-,    you    iiii^r  itc    like    the    birds    do,    jUst 

bnau-^r  vol!  don't   know  \shy.      With  him  it  is  spiritual. 

One  (lav  you  may  irritate  t  a.h  otlar.      I  appeal  to  you, 

foi    vour'oun    hap|iine->.    to   l.avf   him,   and  to  let   Imn 

}■,•,,.."       It    !,<■    iver    marrie>,    and    1    hope    he    never    wdl, 

he  >hould  niarrv  some  one  wli-  m  he  cannot  make  nii.>er- 


.Mi->  I'liec  wa-  eon-eious  of  douit  ical  rea.Mmin^^  in 
her  -tatnueiit  oi'  the  ease.  Only  one  thini-;  was  para- 
mount in  her  mind.  She  !  r>tly  disbelieved  in  sueh 
a  marria^^e.  and  she  meant  to  >top  it  even  if  she  paintt.l 
Lv.ldon  blaek.r  than  h.'  d.srrMil.  She  f.lt  that  she 
w.as  doiii^^  Hum  both  a  Mr\ier.  She  had  made  up  her 
niln.l  about  l.v<ldon.  and  lab.  llid  him:  like  many  women 
she  wa-  .ntin'ly  nrnhovnt  of  the  unexpictid  and  subtler 
ll,  iiirnt>  of  th."ta-e.  Mary  under-tand  only  one-half  of 
what  she  had  said. 

-What  ladv  wa-  that  iie  wa-  /j;oin"  to  marry.-"  she 
H-ktd  in  a  stiHcd  volee. 

••  The  ladv  who  eanie  to  see  liim  the  other  day."" 

"  .\n(l  do  she  want  to  many  him  still?  '' 

Mi-,s     I'riee     hisitatrd.      -  I     have    reason     to    think 


so 


M  irv  was  silent.  A  dull  resentment  aijainst  Lyddon 
arose  in  lur  heart  that  he  had  n.it  told  lu  r  explicitly 
of  his  j)ast    nlatiuns   uitli  the  woman.      lie   niu-t   have 
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li)\t(l   licr  (iiicc  >iiic,.  lie  liad   !),(  ;i   alxMit    hi  iiiari'v   Iicr  — 
'"    iiiii-^f   l'-\''  l^i--'  'I  li'  r.      A  (lull   r.  ,1   Hu^IimI  h,  r  clu  rk. 

!-«llC    \M-!n(I    -ll,.    (dlllll    ll.'l\c    >lni(k    (iilHll     the     l-tuiiir    wlio 

li.iil  cniiif  and  |);ilrniii>cil  Ik  r.  'J',  !1  |,,  i-  Inrtiiiir'  'I'lu- 
lira/iii  iTi  ,itiii-c !  Iliiiitiiii,^  liiin  (h,uii  m  lij,  t.  iit. 
IJra/t  II  !  J{ra/i  ii  !  uitli  )ki-  (ir,. 
I'lcc! 


cliit  In  -  ami  l,(  |-  -iiiiliiii^ 


"  W.ll-  "•  >al<l  .Ml^^  Vilrv. 

'•  rill  .■i-l!iii\kiii'."  iTjiIiiil   Marv  >iill(!ilv. 

All  Ik  r  1(  ar-  <il  tlif  t'luiin  r  dav.  l',ir.ii(d  hv  In  r  nii>;- 
|iicI(iiiN  r.  M  tifinc  lit,  (iiii.  criiwiliiiM-  j,,  ujimi  h,  i-.  .^^i>^ 
I'l'icc  xiiiKil  to  tinliudy  IIk  id.  to  iiiaki'  tluiii  comTctf. 

Tlicn  -lie  >iid  lio.ir-ch   anil  drlimtlv-  - 

•'Hi-  ilon't    koiii  liir:  lif  won't  want   In  r  like  what   In- 

••  \  oil  n'vp-y  ^jirN  knou  ^onutliiii^-  of  mm.  Marv, 
and  voii  know  a^  u.||  a>  1  do  that  uliat  a  man  wanU 
iuo>t  i^  oi'ti'U  that  which  is  ncan^t.  If  one  [Miliiic  hoii^i' 
i>  nianr  than  .anothrr.  a  man  yi  t  >  a  hahit  of  droppini; 
i'l  th.  n-  for  hiv  '>r(r  rat|a-r  tlian  into  thi  on,-  that's 
fiirtlui-  away.  ^]v.  Lyddoii  ha,>  sen  a  lot  of  you, 
.Mai'v.  ^■oll^  [infty  facr  has  mad.-  him  foi-o,  t  "hlm- 
-<lf.  \  ou'll  lir  doiii<;  yoiirx  If  an  injury  liv  marrvini,' 
him.  and  you'll  lie  injiii-inir  him  too.  In  a  uord.  it 
i-^n  t  >uita!ili'  t'or  a  man  like  that  to  lie  marrvini^r  a 
tiM\(i|rr    o-ii-l.      Von    know    yourself    that    it    i>irt.    now 

tloii't     \  (111  ?  " 

V y  dad'>  a-y-i\(!i  iiH'  to  him.*"  -aid  Marv. 

"  That  do,  Mi't  niran  anyfhinir.  1 1'  li'-  tiiont;-lit  tliat 
liiiidini:.  li>-  wouldn't  In-  w.intinn'  to  ^i  {  married  in 
church  a~  Will,  uoulil   he.'  " 

.Mary  m.ulc  no  it  pi  v. 

*'!'  lie  ^w  re  one  ot  your  own  [icople,  if  "ould  he 
'litiirciit.  1  >hoiiId  -  ly  that  if  vou'd  jiimp.  d  the 
hroonistiek   tliat    it    wi>   more  or  Ic-s   hiiidiii"-.      It's   .an 
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(Ad  custom,   aiid   old   cu^toiii-   mu-t  hv  n-jufU  (i.  But 
il\  not  lii>  (■u>l()iii." 

.M.irv   siiid  ii(.tluii<;-.      Slu-  wanted   to  nm  away  from 

tlii>   nu  rc'iKs^   llavin<r  ..f  lur   li.art,   to   txapc,  t.)  Ka\c 

it   all. 

The  siii-K.ii  coiitiniud.  -V^r  a  h  ttrr  In  it.  Mary, 
whicli  will  i,M\c  voii  an  opijoit  unity  to  -^vi  auay  and 
think  it  all  ov,i".  Vou"m'  nivt  r  KFt  tlir  For>-t.  and 
you'll  apiMvciatc  il  all  tlir  more  for  l)<  iii<,r  away  for 
;i  time.  A  friend  of  mine  in  Moiirmiiiouth  iia-.  written 
t,,  uie  lo  knoNs  if  I  ean  m  lul  lier  a  'ni(«rneyliill  .U'irl  to 
train  for  doni.-tic  >er\ice.  She's  a  kind  woman,  and 
it  won't  do  you  ;  uy  harm  to  Karn  liow  to  cook  and 
do  hoUM-work  now  that  -o  many  of  you  have  taken  to 
livini;  in  cottai;.-.  ^du'll  marry  xime-  ilay.  and  it  niay 
he  u'^Mful  to  you.  1  will  take  you  over  myMlf  and 
net  vour  outfit,  and  -te  you  >ettl((l  in." 

>iis.  Trice*-  tone  u  a-  hrisk  and  inernvtic.  and  Mary 
(|uaile<l  hefore  it. 

"•  I  don't  want  to.  niv  ladv.**  sh*'  i  ;dit(l  faintly. 
'•  NonMii-e."  >aid  M'i-  rVice.  -  Vou'i!  i'.ank  mo  one 
dav.  Now  come  ajonu;,  Mary  James.  I've  waited  the 
nK.rnini^ovir  vou.  and  I  may  as  well  spend  tlie  afternocui 
on  vol?  too."  We  lan  drive  on  to  Hin-wood;  rii 
|,uf"the  pony  up  at  the  Croun,  and  we'll  ^et  the 
train    in    to    Hournuiiouth.      There'--    no    time    like    the 

present." 

"I  ain't  a-i^oin'."  said  M.ary,  tremhlini,^.  It  was 
soiiuth'-ii;  unheard  of  ir.  'I'lonuyliill  to  liravi-  ^li-s 
Trice  diivctlv.      She  mi^ht  he  circumvented,  but  defied. 

never.  , 

••  Then  you  are  an  uni;ratefiil.  shameless  nrirl.  said 
Mi-s  Trice.  *'  1  thoun;!it  lieltei-  o*  you.  I  wis)i  your 
Inother  were  alive.  She  wa>  ,a  .enMole  woman.  A  fine 
h>t   vou  care  for  Mr.  I.yddon.  to  ruin  him  hy  mar'    in^ 
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liiiii.  Ti<'  liiiii  uj),  ruin  liim  and  _vi)ur-t  If.  Are  vou 
^'oiii^  to  tdl  iiif  till  rr's  a  naMui  for  your  ^t  ttiii^  iiiur- 
riid  in  such  a  hurry.'  "" 

*' lie  ain't  nt\tr  trcatid  m--  as  ]\r  >houl(hi"t."*  ^  lid 
.Marv  rLsi'ntfully.  tears  ■,tandin<,f  in  hir  r\i>. 

'•  That's  not  what  thrv  >ay  in  thi  village.  Marv. 
.\ri>  you  sure  you're  spiakin-,^  the  truth.-  l!  you  don't 
know  it,  .Mr.  I.yddon  doe-,  and  that's  why  he  thinks 
himself  ohliLjed  to  iiiarrv  vou." 

.Mi>>  I'ric'e  had  thorou^'hly  lo>t  hi  r  tiiiiju  r. 

Mary  watched  her  ri>e.  draw  on  the  shabby  <;l()ves 
and  lea\e  thi'  tint. 

'i'lie  old  maid  walked  >tilHy  tlirou^di  the  iroysi^  hushes, 
and  alonf^  the  traek  till  >he  eame  to  where  the  Whieher 
fliildren  stood  holding  the  pony's  hridle-rein.  Then 
she  turned  l)aek  on  a  sudden  impuNe.  Arrived  ;it  the 
tint  >he  looked  in,  and  >aw  .Marv  Klni,'  prone  on  tlie 
straw,  faee  downwards.  .Mi>>  Priee  bent  down  and 
J)atted  her  on  the  >houlder. 

"  l"\e  >{)oken  ha>tily,  Mary.  If  you've  made  up 
your  mind,  my  dear.  I  have  not  the  ri>,dit  to  >av  anv- 
tliin",'.  liut  if  you  ever  ^^  t  into  trouble,  or  it'  vou  are 
e\er  in  dithculties,  ju-t  let  me  know.  'I'here.  there, 
ehild.  don't  beirin  to  erv  like  that.'' 

Mary  sat  up  suddenly,  and  threw  back  her  hair  with 
a  passionate  gesture. 

••  I'm  a  fool,  Tm  a  fool."  -he  ciied.  -  I  knowcd  .ill 
aloni^  it  was  t"ooli->hne>-.  .My  draric  duv\.  1.  mv  dearie 
duwel!      I  runned  awav  from  him  once      I  did." 

.Mi-s  Price  was  pu.'/kd.  .Mary  almo>t  pu-hed  her 
a-idf,  and  uipinj^  her  e_\e-  on  her  a[)ron.  be^an  h;i>tilv 
to  i,ratlier  hi-r  thinijs  to^n  tlur.  The  broken  coml).  the 
backli -s  bni.>Ii.  her  few  ^aniu  lit.-,  hir  cii,'ai-bo\  full 
of  trea-ures,  >lu-  swi  pt  them  all  foi^fithir  and  tied 
them   up   in   a  bundle.      Then   slie   reached   fur    the  hat 
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tlic  r.Kc-.  and  put  it  on  Ih  r  Ih-ad. 
"  I'm  IV  iilv  I  ■"  •,lir  >,ii(l  li<  ret  !v. 
"  ^  (H)  an    iDinitiii  r  "' 
''  ^  I  >,  I'la  a-coniin','"  an-,ui  idl  .Mary. 


( ii.\i'Ti:ii  XXI 


Tiii;  rvcrits   <if   tli.it    (l,iy   U(  IT   like   .1   (In.iiii    fo    M,irv. 

She     \\,l>     takrii     to    -liop,    \,y     Mj,,     Vl'wv    and     fittld    DUt 

uitli  a  vtr\;uif>  uanlrolx-  ami  imiic  uiid.  rclot  Ik  ^  tliau 
^li'-  li.iil  i\(V  Ii.kI  hct'dii'  in  h.  r  lilV.  and  tlicii.  liaviii<r 
lilt  Ik  r  old  (■|otiK^  to  lir  -(lit  to  lirr  aunt  in  'I'lioriicv- 
Iiill,    \\;i-    arravid    in    the    unac(ii-.toiiK(!    iilack    ot'    lit-r 


iicw   callinir.   and   ;i(t(r   a    li;i-tv    nn  al    in    a    rt -taur.int 


ua- 


tak 


I'll  m  a  t  I'ani-ca  r  liv  In  r  in( 


fat 


(I'  r.at  I'i'alilc 


to  a  lioux'  in  \\'i-t  HoiirnciMoiit  li.      It 


pit  roni' 


a>  one  of  a  iont; 


rou    of  ri'd-hrick  i^rililcd  \illas,  each  trvini,^  to  adiicvc  a 


ii^t  iiiitivc    I 


lolc     anil     (■  )(■ 


f.iilinir.      'I'lii-.     Iioii- 


V     was 


cuIkI  "  Wiiidi  run  ri,"  an<l  it  hoa-ti  d  a  small  front 
LCardin  and  tlirt  r  fir-tre  >.  A  fair  nirl  in  wliitc  cap  and 
apron  opciKMl  tl  r  door,  and  M  iiv  \va<  I.  ft  Mttin-,'  in  the 
liall  while  .Mis>  Vi'icr  ua-  u-hticd  into  the  draw  itiir-rootn. 


T 


If   ^''vpsy    wa- 


liah'-da/i'd    with    fi-i'^ht"    and    hcwild 


IT- 


UMiit.  TIk-  air  of  the  hoii-c  was  -tiflin:,^  and  stale,  no 
windows  wen-  opm.  and  the  fick-tock  of  the  hall  clock 
and  the  n<r<j;vf^>[\r  appearance  of  the  hall  dand  with 
its  unihrellas,  its  clothcs-hr 
niiiiacin^  and  opj)rts>iv( 


n-h.    its    rain- 


■^eeme( 


An  ilderlv   ladv  had    riistltd  down    tli 


airs  with  an 


in(juirin<;  ^dancc  at  Mary,  and  had  di-appeaiad  into 
the  drawini,f-room,  and  Mary  could  luar  the  murnuir 
of  their  voices,  hut  not   what   thev  wcri    savin;^.      After 


a  while  till'  fair  t^ir!  in  cap  and  api' 


on  came  a 


nd  peeped 


out  at   her   from   a  ■'oor  conimunii  at  in<^  with   the  hack 
ref^ions.      She  said- 

"■  Vou  come  after  the  placer  "' 

•,;s;j 


sst 
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Miiry    conlil    >rarc.  ly    coniiii.uul    li<r   dry    tongue    to 
wlii^pir  '■  ^'•  ■-  '"  ill  •■'  iriijliUiu  il  voice. 

••  Slir  nml  li.xl.  U(li^noii>  ami  all  that.  Coiiies 
,l..«n  >liarp  on  voii  if  tline  alii"*  .  iiouuh  left  of  tlio 
j„irit.  She  don't  (at  notliin'  li.  rxlf  and  -i)eet>  you  to 
"i.a  notliin",  too.  l}r(  jul-air  liutt.  i^  what  -luM  like  you 
t,,  li\e  on.  and  <'oeoa.  I  "atr  cocoa.  Filthy  >tutn 
'J'hi^  vour  fii>t  placer  " 
'•  Yes." 

"She  aluav-  <,nt^  I'r.-h  'and^  if  -lie  can.  (  heap.  r. 
Traiinn'  *.ni'>he  calU  it.  I'm  haxin*  in  tlir.c  w.eks 
to  <,n  t  married.  'I'rani  conductor  name  of  '<)i,rf,'.^  There 
Hiirt  too  nnnh  to  do  here,  that's  one  l)l.s>iir.  Mr^. 
J,H>()M.  thi  char.  come>  in  of  a  Saturday  and  Wednesday 
to  clean  out .  You  ^n)t  ,i  younn-  m.an  r  " 
Marv  was  -.ih  lit. 

••  will,  if  you  *ave,  don't  you  let  \r  know.  She 
can't  a-hear  voii  to  '.ivc  a  hit  of  fun  with  a  man.  Slie 
won't    lit    mine   come   mar    the   "oum  .    that's   when   she's 

in.      \Vlien  -ht">  not " 

'I'hi-  ^^irl">  face  dimplxl.  hut  a  movement  in  the  draw- 
ini.--room  at  this  juncture  fri-htiued  the  fair-headed 
maid  hack  into  h.  r  own  domain.  The  door  opined, 
and  Mi>s  Trice  summon. d  Mary  within. 

Marv,  pivvioiislv  instructed  by  Miss  Price  to  say, 
"  Yes,  nia'am  "  instead  of  -  Yes.  my  lady,"  found  her- 
self re.iuind  to  UM  little  more  than  that  formula.  Miss 
Pri.'e  did  most  of  the  talkiiii;  and  suppliiil  her  answers, 
promptin.!.r  a  •'  Y(  s.  ma'am  "  with  "  Can't  you.  Mary?  " 
or  '•  Isn't  that  so.  Mary?  " 

Miss  Johnson,  the  <rrey-hairMl  mistns>  ,,f  the  liou>e, 
told  Marv  that  she  had  decided  to  oive  lu  r  a  trial,  and 
that  I.ouVa.  her  jireseiit  maid,  would  imt  her  in  the 
May  of  thin.-is  In  fore  she  left  to  <ret  married.  _  She  said 
tl,.;«  J„.  mIu-.vs  i().)k  a  mother't.  care  of  the  girls  m  her 
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h()ii>c',  .iiiil  1  inl<  a\  uur(  il  to  ij;\\i-  tin  in  i^nod  (  li  I'i-t  laii 
Mirniiiiuliii^>  ■■ind  a  kiii'l  Ihmih  .  Tlii-  la^t  Ljirl  >lii-  had 
had  iroiii  'I'horih  ;\  lull  had  proNrd  a  (|;iiik  ^^ond  ;^irl, 
and  had  left  to  \)v\\r\-  h.  tm  If.  Sht  hop.  d  that  .Marv 
uuiihi  he  a>  !(  ady  to  hairi. 

'■  NO.  iiia'aiii."  -aid  Mai'V.  Ik  r  in  ad  ai  hiiii;'.  and  In  r 
ill-tinrt  hcilli,^  to  run  out  thl'olli;h  Ihr  diior  and  av\a\ 
a>  hard  a>  >\\>-  roiild  ;.;o. 

"  \ n\i  can  accon,paii\-  Mi--  I'ricr  to  tin  iloor.  Mar\," 
said  Mi>s  .Iolm>oii.  '•  I  iindi  I'-taiid  tiiat  \n\i\-  {■jothi- 
ha\i'  onlv  Jil-t  In.  II  liiiiiirlit  and  an-  Ik  in;^  -(iit  up 
from  the  -hop  |)i'i-<ntly.  I  hope  \  i)\\  aw  propir|\' 
i,n"at>ful   to   Ml--    I'rici-  for  lur  kiiKhu--   and  :;'i  n,  ro-ity 

to    VOll." 

'■  ^'| -,  ina'aiM.'"  an-vMi'id   Mii'v   aiitonia  t  icalh'. 

In  the  hall  Mi--  Price  took  In  r  liroun.  -il'.t  I'-rin:,^ d 
hand. 

"■  (looil  live.  Marv,  niv  dear.  l'\r  done  the  In -t  I 
<'oul(l  tor  voii,  and  \oiii'  father  \'.  ill  (ind  tie  iiie--,ii;"e 
])inin<l  up  in  the  tent  \\liei-e  uc  put  it.  It  i-  hi -t  to 
i,n\e  till  i!i  no  addi'e--  foi-  tlie  pre-eid.  If  yoi.  need 
an\thin^%  or  are  in  anv  rlitficulty.  w  rite  to  me.  I  dare 
say  it  uil!  he  hard  for  you  at  fir-t.  hut  a  little  hard 
di-cipline  i-  yood  foi-  U-.  I've  had  plenty  iiiv-elf. 
Mi>-  .lolin-on  is  a  kind  wom.an  if  you  t.ake  her  the  rii,dit 
way.  I'll  tell  your  .\unt  .Mat  ild.i  .Iifl"  wliat  I  ha\c  done 
to-nie-ht.  I  mi;-t  he  i^oinir  nou  to  catch  niv  ti-.i;n  hack 
to  Uini^\Voo(h       (lOodd)Ve.  ni\    di  al".  lie  a  irood  child." 

Mary  choked  down  a  -oli  in  her  fhrnat  .and  muttired 
a  "  Ves.  niv  lady."  and  tin  n  -he  hur-t  out — • 

"  Oh.  take  nie  with  viui.  my  lady.  I  caiTt  alu  ar  this 
place.  I  can't  hreathe  propi  r  ver.  I  won't  e;o  near 
.\dam  if  vou'll  take  me  hack  aloni^r  uitii  _\oii.  I  can't 
ahear  t  his,"' 

"  Ni>n-ense.     .Marv.      Vou     mu-t     contiol     vour-ilf. 


L'se; 


\I,I.\V  \H1) 


Nii'A  !)(■  ;i  i^ddil  ^ill  ;nrl  ll'-  l/r.l\i'.  'ril"|-|'  /Ml  liit>  (if 
J^'\p-\  J^irU  III  >rr\|('i'  \\h'l'\c  llulic  Uill:  nur  (it  tllC 
l'i(l;4(|'_V      ^ill-.      "Ill        (if      He      \\|l|ti>.  \'iliril      >il'l|l      ;,'!  L 

;ic(  ii~t mill  (1  tit  i! ,"' 

M,ir\  111  .11(1  t!i  (Idiir  (  lii>c  (III  liir  witli  .-i  i^'i'i.it 
-iiikini^'  (if  tile  111. lit.  SI, I-  lilt  111, I-  ,1  tiM[)|iiil  ral:!iil, 
licr  111. lit  lii.itiiiii'  wildlv.  ll'  r  ivi  >  t'lill  nl  tin-  *'(  ,ir  of 
licath. 

■■  I.iiiii-;i  \^ill  vlidw  \iiii  '.niir  riHiiii,  .M,ii'\."  >iiil  Mi'> 
.I()lili->()ii.  (-(1111111^  (lilt  mil)  the  li.ill.  "  ^  nil  \v;il  >li;ii'i' 
it  \\  ii  h  III!'  tnr  t  Ik-  [)i  i-i  lit  ;  I  >li.ill  put   i;i  .'i  (■.•iiii|i-lii  d  tnf 

\(ill    .•(■>    I,nlli«;i"~    i^    IMIfiiVV    .-1^    it    is.         I.nllls.l  I    tike    .M.irV 

llp-t.lil-N."' 

.M.ir\-  I'lilliui,  1(1  tin  I'.ii  r-li.-iirid  in.-ud  up  the  stiii'-  .iiul 
illtn  ;i  till\  riiiilii.  till'  \\iiii|ii\\  (if  \v|iicli  \\;l>  h:;-|i'l_V 
cld-ct!.  ( )t!'  -iii.ill  clii -t  lit'  ilriwii's  anil  .i  row  of  pi  n'> 
w  .  n    lull  of  I.oiii-.i's  cldt !,,  -. 

"I  (luiiiio  uli(i-c  tl:i'  otliir  liiii'jl  1:0!'*  -liil  that 
(Iaiii-(  I.  "()r  wIktc  your  li''\  'II  i^n.  cillur.  'I'licsf 
lulls  is  tli.'it  lou  \oti  curt  cviii  L'l  t  :m  'at  !io\  iiiulir'- 
m.itli.      \\'('il  '.■i\(    to  iii.iii.a^c  soiiii'ow.  tlioii^li."' 

The  list  of  t  lir  (lav  w  ,ts  p. art  of  ,a  11  (A  il  drciin.  Marv 
(lid  uliat  .-lie  u.is  told,  lint  like  a  slccp-ualkrr.  The 
fair  ^ii'l  put  lici'  diAvii  as  lioiin^ick  and  «.is  niircifiil  to 
Iiir.  Iia\iiii,^  111  I'll  tlii-()U!^di  tliit  iiiisi  i-y  lursilf  Ionic  ai,'o. 
At  *  ;;  tlif  i^irls  ui  nt  in  for  t  veiling-  jir.iui-s  hi  fore 
lock  mn'  up  tlic  liiuisc.  aiil  tin  n  M.ii'V  \s  a  iit  up  to  lu  d. 

Tli.it  nlulit  !  Could  sjii  CM  1-  for^i  f  it  !  To  licr,  ac- 
(ais(oiii((l  to  s],,])  with  notluni,''  hut  ;i  hrcwn  hlankit 
h('t\Mrii  li(  1-  .and  the  sky,  .and  tlif  wind  in  tlic  tnc- 
tops  ,i>  lulkihv.  thr  room  with  its  cli'scd  window  wa> 
■a  \irit,il)li-  IJl.irk  Holi-  id'  CaKaithi.  I'lSt  risli  with 
lii.at  .and  nii-ii'\'  she  tos^^d  from  side  to  side  h.itin^ 
the  srns.alion  of  tlu'  shcfs  ra'xt  to  In  i*.  liilinLf  the  root' 
whirli    wii^lird    down    upon    lur   as    if    it    wvw    ready   to 
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i'i'ii-!i  lnr;  :i  \m|i;  crritiirc  in  a  tiMji.  rri^hh  ri.  il  and 
«  r<  *<li'il.  'I'l,.  n  fill  tiiou;,dit  ul  Ailun  la'ii.  tn  tdnm  nt 
Ilia-.  'I'll  Iia\i-  li  !  t  him  w  itiiiiiil  a  u  i  iii  I  nl'  i  \[il  in  it  ion  : 
Imiu  (aiiilil  nIm-  1i;i\,.  ,i,,ii,-  it-  Sill-  MariMil  at'ti  !•  liiiii 
firrc<  l_v,  ^'a  n, Ml  111  at'lu-  liini  in  tin-  (lii!,ni>>  uitli 
lint  aniix,  -.auiiL;".  "I''i)ri:i\r  inc.  Aiiaiii!  |  onlv  (lotic 
it  I'M'  _\  (Ml,  ti(  caii^i'  1  |o\i  -  voii  li.  1 1.  r"n  1  ln\,  ^  m  v-r|f." 
A   I'lintiv  u  i_v  (,f  >!in\\it,i,r  |,,\,.  til  h  i\i    t!ii     imh  -1m-  ti>M 

1m   I'M   It",     and     tl.ill      lipnii::!,  (1     lul--,   It'     fni      Innkimr    i),;,-k- 

"  ird-.  It  u  a  -  tl]-  (iidv  v.av.  and  .\Ii->  Prin 'v  ((iiiiin,:^ 
was  till-  (JMi^Ti- lit'  I'atc  to  pniht  l:ii- d'  -t  in\ .  Onlv  Mary 
did  not  call  if  di-tin_v.  -hr  uonld  not  liavi  knoun  tlic 
nnanini;-  of  >inii  ti  i-iii^.  IJiit  fatali-in.  or  ratli.i-  liow- 
llli;  to  cilTlllii-tarK'.  ~.  \',a>  stron-'  in  !:■  r  outcast  lilood. 
It  "Ms  not  to  III.  and  \\liat  u  i-  not  to  lir  u  ;-,  oriliimd 
liini;-  liiloir  -lie  had  In.n  horn  in  the  vJlow  (•ara\an 
nndcr  thr  hill. 

She  awoke  till  III  \f  morning'  after  a  tai'dv  ^ii  i  j)  with 
an  acliinn'  h' ad  and  In  i\  y  eye-.  The  fairijirl  had  to 
>hake  her  into  con-eion -tie--. 

*'  It's  .--ix  o'clock  I  I  !o\\  \  on  do  -hep!  " 
Mary's  day  ua-  chiefly  >j.i  nt  in  the  hot  kitchen. 
'Idle  >!nell  of  food,  the  lack  id'  air.  t!'c  pres-uic  of  the 
ualN  ua-^  a>  irvi:{[  a  fortnre  to  her  as  it  had  Ii-'en  the 
li.ty  Ik  foie.  If  only  -he  (amid  have  done  her  cokinj; 
ont-(,f-door>  !  And  the  -nn  wa>  -hiniin,''  out-ide.  Slie 
iii!--ed  the  I  III//  and  ■Miundt'iil  -ili  nee  of  the  iri-iat   moor  ; 

>he    mi--ed    the    |)oppi|iir    of   the    i^'ni'-e    pod-,    the    intm-ioll 

of  wild  l)e(>.  Hut  >!ie  -tuck  to  it  dooir,.,|Iv  j,,,,]  her 
iaimmoii--en  .•    htlped    la  r    to    und(  r-tand    when    Loui-a 

txplailled       the       peculial-it  ie-       of       the       ()V(  II       and       -llch 

m.at  ti  rs. 

"Don't  yoii  m\er  i^-o  out?"  -he  a-ked  once  vM-tfiillv, 
-taiidini,''  liv  the  i)ack  door  when  it  >tood  open  for  a 
minute. 
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•■    I.V.IV    \\..in.M|,.V     h.A.riillir    f|„m    ,  Ifrl,}     t,)    IrtI,    ail, I 

<  V.  r,v  s„„,l,(v  .•iff,  r,HM.„,  ,,Cl,.r  I\,.  |,.,i,|  tlir  t.  ,  aii.l  put 
flic  I,,  ttlr  (,M."  >,ti(l  I.iiiiisa  proiiiptlv. 

'■''''""     >""     nrxrr     -.K,     nut      luit      „„(■.•     H     W,.,k     U  ll.  ,, 

tli«    Mill  l^  a  .Inuin"-  "  .M  iiv  cri.d  aylia^t. 

'•<)..  r.n>  al.ciit  ll,..  miii  a.  Inn-  a>  voil  ;r.  t .  y,,,,,- 
*'""■  ""  ■'  '  "■"'f  f"  l'<  nil'  uith  .Mp.  'o^i^r.  t||at\  all 
I  ••■•iivs.  Sum-  'ri„n\  In.,  niurli  >uii  iir7l,i,  kitclan 
to  plraM.  nu-.  It,  ovts  fairly  r..a>ti,..'  of  an  aft.  rn...,,, 
wli.ii  tlic  sun\  on  th.-s  mM,.  ,,f  ,i„.  'nus,.." 

Mnl  .M.iy->  l„ait  >ank.  SI,.,  nii-lit  as  w.H  1„.  i„ 
jH-iM.n  r.,  |,av..  r..|l.,|  |„  .-Mlf  a  ci-ar.tt..  and  sn„.k.,l 
If  woul.l  |,a^,■  >nnll,.,|  )„  ,-.  |,„t  s|„  kn.  w  tl.at  tl,i>  vvnul.i 
'"'  '"'''"I'l"!  Ill  Mi.li  a  linu-.  It  ua>  tlun  that  tli.. 
J'"'"-'"  "''  '^•■•'I'"'  '!'■-(  .i-.wnr.l  upon  ll.  r.  It  wnul.i  kill 
'"■'■  '"  -t"p  ll.  IV.  Sli,.  u.,ul.l  .aril  udmcv  t.)  pay  hack 
Mi>>  Prnr  fnr  ul.at  si,,.  |,„!  .p..„t  upnn  licr"  sonn- 
li'.w,  an. I  sh,.  ,„.,,, I  „.,!  I.  f  anv  .-n..  kii.,w  uli.tv  .Ju'  was 
Strauh.rryin-  ua^  s,...n  c.niinir  „„.  ,|„.  ,.nu|.i  earn 
i'niMi.i.-|,  f.,  k..p  li.rs.If  r,,!-  s.)ni..  niontlis  if  t|,...v  liad  a 
Inck.v  s.asnn.  'I'l„.  i,|,  a  j.ad  „„  .nnuvr  -.■nninat..!  than 
If  A,M-.w  and  -,•..„-.  Sl,(.  niust  ....-apo,  ...m.-liow  and 
.s.iiiii'uin  n,  s\h-  iiiiist,  slic  iiiii-.t  I 

"I    t.II   .y.iu    uliat   .V..U   l...,k   lik.'."   sai.i   T.oipvi   sud- 

'''■"'>•      '■  '"'^'  '"  '"  I>ii//liir  .)V(  r  it  .  vcr  sinci'  I  <ir>t  s/iw 
vou.      \  ...rr,.  fl,..  Iiv  in"  iina.ir,.  ,,f  ,„„.  „(•  t|„.  „^.^^^^,  „jj.j^ 

fliat  sell-  flnw.rs  .!nun  tli,.)-.   in  t  In- S.juarc."     "       '    '^ 

•Marv  bad  I..  ,  n  warn..!  l,v  Mi^s  .lolmx.n  not  to 
'".iitinn  that  >h,.  ua>  a  ,ir_vp>_v,  and  slio  h.M  hir  ton.nio 
now.  '^ 

^   "V.ai     n,.dn-t     mind     that,"     sai.l     Louisa     kindlv, 
'    fh.y  r..  v.ry  "andx.uu..      A  r.iiiirli  lot,  th.  v  aiv.      Most 
ot    '.in    h'vr^    Pari,. vf  on.,    wav.    n.ar    ( •..n.tituti.m    Hill 
I  wouMirt  -o  r.Miiul  til.. IV  after  .lark  if  v..u  was  t.)  pay 
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Tlir  Ixll  r.iiiLf  ,ui(l  iriti  rnipt'  (1  I.Dui^.i,  .iiid  ^hr  ohi  \  i  d 


it-'  -111111111)11 


Unthtr!       (inf    to    tike   tlii>    |iarr.  1    to    the    po>t. 


>lic 


i^M-iiiiililfil.      ••  W'liv    cairt    tlic   old    n;iil    lake   it    out    Ik  r- 


I,t  f  IMC  take  it,"  said  Mary  t  afri-rly. 
Voii  don't,  know  wluTr   the  ofljcc  i 


WMI.  tli.T.' 


IK 


)  n  a>on  you  ^lioiildii't.  I-'ii->t  tuiriiii;^  to  tin  left, 
and  tlnii  nloniT  to  tlif  ri'dit  till  vmi  couk  >  to  a  hiir 
tiilia(<'iiriist*>  at  the  coriitr.  'riiat'>  the  iicarot .  'I'rrv 
uj).  Ix'causr  tlnrt's  all  tliat  silver  to  he  clcaiifd."' 

.M.'iry  ran  uj)stairs,  put  on  tlic  soIh  r  liat  ulucli  Mi-s 
Price  had  cIiom  n  for  her,  and  went  out  hv  the  hack 
door  hearing  the  parcel  and  the  sixjx  iice  which  was  to 
pay  for  the  >taiiip.  The  >un  f^reettd  her  outride,  the 
hreezo  l)roMi,dit  her,  e\(ii  in  this  town,  the  odour  of 
the  firs.  She  walked  aloii^  ahiio-f  )oynii>lv,  for  the 
plea-urc  of  fell  in;.;  the  fresh  air  ai;ain-t  her  cluek. 
Till"  po-t  oflice  was  fo"  ■  and  the  j)arrel  de-fiatched. 
It    cost    four})ence.      >i,  came    oiit>ide    and    -tnod    at 

the  d "or  irriMilutc  Iv.  >  :e  >aw  a  woman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road  with  a  ha-kc  t  of  flowers  on  her  arm. 
The  sli.awl,  the  -loucli,  the  red-l)rown  >kin,  the  ^old 
earrings  told  .M.iry  that  one  (d'  hi-r  p  pie  wa-  before 
her.  She  croNMd  the  ro/id  ([uicklv,  and  comiiitj  up  to 
the  woman,  touched  hi  r  .irm. 

"  You  want  ■  ome  fiowi  rs.  mv  dear.'  "  said  the  wom.an 
co.i\in(rly.  ••  Nice  and  cliiap.  heautiful  flower>  to-dav. 
I'll  sell  tlieni  cheap  to  you  hecause  of  v(Mir  nice  l)rown 
eyes,  my  d;irlini;,  and  tell  you  sonv'thini;'  lucky  th.at:  I 
.see  in  them,  too.  if  yiu'll  1(  t  me." 

"  Voii  one  of  the  Heavenly  Bottom  lot.'  "  askid  Marv 
breathle>>ly. 

"  Yes,  my  dear,  th.it's  whar  I  lives."' 

"  Is  (lerania  Smith  there.'"' 
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>lii    \s  11/,  (|i   I  III  .  ^Iic-  u  11/,  1,11 1  v|ii  \  ^11  Ml'  III)  iiiiiiit  rv. 

\\'li<i    iMI^hl     \nll    Im    -         \<,\\'\,     :i     |{.r;i  illV    lonk     Vnlir^.D", 
I     l.l  \     \  nil    |i;l\  1  ."* 

I'll!     \I:i  1\     .I.IMICS," 
••   Wli  it    nl.'l    S.ini    .l.nilf.'s    fr;,|?  " 

A*  .ili."  >;nil  M.irv.  ii-iiiLT  I  lit   "-v  ii-n   "  vt'>,'' 
"Dnidi.    (Ididi  I    .uiil    >u    \iih'\,-    noiu'    into    sarxictl 

Will.      \..llM     I),  st      COIIIC     .111(1      (liklv      Us      ,il|     (ilir     (if     tJKM' 

.v '■   'li\\u-c>,    .inJ    \m"II    |h.     ;i    I'ttlc    l(\in.i    .itid    ki  r   ;i 

llit    (it    |)((;|s>.         Sr)    \  (111*1. •   did    Slid   ,I.I111(  >'>   ;r,i|.         ,\    iii((- 

iodkin'    ^.il    \(ui"\t     .iNKiuiil,    IllV    (li.ir.    ,i    ii.il    linki  iii 
k.uili  V(iiiiii,r  i-iiniic!     \Vli(  n\  \(r(|,ul.  IIk  ii,  .ukI  uli.it's 

lie    .1    ildin"    (if-  " 

"n(">ii|i        l"di(-.t  ( '.iiiK  r," -;ii(l  M.irv. 
And  lidu  i\'y    like  -..lis  ice.  niv  dailini,'.'  " 

"  I  '.it'  it,"  .,ild  M.i  i\ ,  and  k,  !•(>.>  fill,  d  u  Itli  t(  .lis. 
Tlir  -diMid  III  tlic  i;\|i-v  \dlc.'  iii.idc  III  r  lidiih -ick  and 
niiM'i;d)!c. 

•*  ^  oil    t.ikc    my    .idwiic    ,ind    ddn't     yoii    stiv,"    ^aid 

tlic   udiii.in    in   .1    |du    \(iicc.      *' TIk  rc'.s  as   nmcli   moiav 

to  lie  iii.idc  liv  li.aukin'  as  (\cr  tin  re  is   in   s;ir\  ice,  and 

II')  l>  ,i,''>ii,ii  to  lie  over  you.       Sar\  ice  .ain't  ni.adr  for 

oiir  piiiplc.      (i.iuiis  is  mad. ■  different.      Wli.it  tliev  likes 

ain't  M  hat  \m    likes." 

I'm  i.'oini,''  to  lun  off,"  s;,id  Mn-v.  In  r  t.  .irs  drvini' 
II  I    •   •  ■  .      (-> 

.itid  Ml  r  >onl  tinrii,'. 

'" 'I'li.it's  riylit,  my  (l.irliiiiT.  yim  ,1,,  \\  1,,,^  .,f,,]  voii'U 
Ml  \.  r  It  pent.  Yowr  cousin,  (i,  r.anv  Smith's  d.irter,  livis 
up  tlierc  in  Heavenly  Hottoiii.  ,ind  slie'jl  (,rivc  you  ii 
roof  to  your  head.  I'll  \v,u  r'rit.      \'oii  rrn\  some  inoiiev.'  " 

•• 'I'lipp.  nee  tli.it  ain't  mine."  said  M.iry.  who  held 
tile  (  hanu"e  (tut  of  tin    si\p(  tiee  in  her  h.ind. 

"  She'll  ne\'  r  miss  tui)p(.nci'.  If  you  i,^0(  s  off  sudden 
you  Ids,  s  your  w.i^es.  so  you  t.aki^  mv  aduici^  and  kip 
what    Mill   ein.      \  I  r's   .another   tupDence   to   huv   soint'- 
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"'"ll^    t"  '    '!•        OH"    vnll    ^n.    ||l_\     i,'ll.    -tml    III.  k\\    III,     (I.IV. 

W  111  II  _vi  r  -.tanlN'^  on  vt  r  -Ihiki  mhi'i.'  u,  ||  tliilrlud, 
ain't  \()ii.  ^■<)ll  krio«>  tin-  u,:  \  I  n  1 1.  .i\,  iil\  HMtt-uii.-" 
\  '  >,"  --aiil  M  irv.       "  Hill    1  II.  \i  |-  hill  til,  1,  ." 

"Will,  _\Mii  <^,,  >traii;lit  1.)  _\,iiii-  ,1111-111  .1,1,1  t,  II  li,  r 
1  siiit  von.  Sill  liM>  III  ;i  v.iii  ,111,1  I  -||,,|  tii.  n  ,  any 
mil-  '1!  fill  Mill.  I  ^r,,t  t,»  -,i  ,,li  iiMU,  lint  I'll  ^,  ,  \,.ii 
tiJiii^lit." 

She  ^'a\r  .Marv  a  kiiidlv  uaiinin^^  lonk  .piit  <if'  h,  r 
fiiMiiiiif,'  ami  ■"Uii  u  lijiklcil  CM  ,.  «  i.,  with  ::v|i>v  w  i>iioin, 
and  want  (ill".  In  r  liask-t  ^ii|i|)niti  ,1  .i^;nn.t  In  r  lii[i. 
-Mary  stood  >till  .auliijc  ;i>  if  liy  piiot  Im  ,1  .m,!  tluii  tiirmd 
-lowlv  liack  touariU  "  \\'in,li  inii  i'.."  'I'lir  wiii,|  hi,  w 
the  rity  iltnt  in  lur  faif.  |u,,i)lr  |i.i~m  ,|  |i,r  intuit  nii  tluir 
o\Mi  hiiMiK->.  Slir  \\.i>  in  thf  Cliri^tcliiircli  H,iad.  .and 
till-  train>  wiTr  |).is>in:,r.  .\i,-ain  >lif  [ihimiI  without 
notirin^f  will  IT  >lii'  >tood.  A  t  run  a[ii)roarliiiii,^  dr,  w  up 
and  thr  (•ondiictor  looked  at  h,  r  ini|uiriiiir|  v,  tluii  '•lir 
n  alixd  that  -In-  \va>  lic^idr  a  po~l  maiki-d  "•  'I'rani,  >top 
III  ic  if  nquirt'd." 

Ahllo^t  uithout  volition  .^ll<•  ran  fuiu.inl  .md  y-ot  into 
the  car.  into  uhich  thr  conductor  liilpcl  her  as  the 
car  went  oil'.  "  Where  tor  "  he  w.i,  ^ayini;  the  iiionient 
afterw  ards. 

*•  Con-titution  Hill."  .Mary  -aiil.  ,aid  wond,  i',,|  if  >h.- 
had  >poken  or  if  Minuthinir  ,ii-  >,,i,i,.  ,,iir  h.i,!  u,,  ,1  In  r 
lips. 

"  Chanm'  at  the  Sijuan."  >aid  the  conductnr  hriifU, 
;ind  clippid  her  ticket. 

(iradually  the  full  ine.inin^r  of  Ii,  r  cM-.ipe  d.iuned 
upon  tlio  ^'irl.  She  had  hmken  f,,r  ,\,  r  the  hoiids  of 
servitude.  She  had  hurnt  her  ho.its  ii,  hind  h,  r.  As 
re;,';ir(is  Miss  I'rice.  >he  fi  it  compunction,  hut  not  shame. 
Miss  Price  had  asked  the  imj)0"ihle  of"  lur.  The  letter 
of  her  law  .Mary  had  heeii  uiia!»le  to  ktei).      In  the  stiirif 
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she  would  olicv  111  r  !)_v  kn|)in^'  uwiiy  (ir.]\\  Ailiun.  Miss 
rn'cr  li.ul  meant  W(  11  hy  In  r.  Imt  >lic  had  not  understood 
the  i<ilo>>al  inl[)^•«^i!)ility  of  .Maiy".-  i-\tr  Kadiuf;  tiic  lifi.' 
for  uliicli  ^ln-  had  l)(in  d'^lined. 

••  I     -houlil     adird     if     I'd     H  stnpijrd    there,"'     Mary 
thoiiu'lit  to  herself  |)a-»iotiatriy. 

At     the    Stjuare    she    ;;dt.    out     and    ehauLi'i  (1    into    an 
rppei-    I'arke-tone    car.      'I'ht  it    ua>    no    feai",    no    niis- 
ui\iii(r   in    her    i:ou.  onlv   a    notoii-»    rilicf.       I'.ven    Adam 
iceed(il   into   the  l)aeki|,-round   for  thi'  time.      Arn\ed  at 
Coii.-tit'ition  Hill  .-he  a>ked  her  u.iy.  and  had  to  nt  rata' 
ro.ad  shi'  h.ad  ahe.idv  com  rt  d  in  i  Ih'  lar.  then  tuiii  down 
tou.ard-.  tlu    lon<:  valhy  that  run-  into  lioui-nemout li  hy 
wav  ol   a  mt  an  stiect   ot'  mi-i  rahle  iiriek  hoUse>  outside 
which    t.itterrd    wonirn    ^o>>i[)ed.      'I'iiere    ua-    a    wa.-te 
ho^yv    ]i.iieh    hetwiiii    the    tuo    hill-     crc^-ed    liere    .and 
there    hv    halt-madr    rieid-.    hlolted    'mic    and    there    hy 
I'uhhi-h    hi.i|i~.    tlank(d    en   .itlier    -ide   hy    fre-hly    built 
hou-e-    forcdooiiird   to   !if  >luin-.      Hut    in    tin    middle  ot 
this    dre.arv    wildMin--    uerc    a    W  \\'    hut-,    some    ih)/rn 
c,ar.i\an-.  from  who-e  chimneys  -moke  went  up  here  and 
thire.  ;ind   a    r.'iu'i^nd    trut    or   tuo.      'Hnre   was   a   patch 
of   ^n)r>e.    too,   .and    -oiee   l)oi;-m_\  rtle   where    M.ary,   aj)- 
pro.iehin^i'   the   pl,ic<'   unwittingly   from   the   w  ronij  side, 
li.ul    to   .jinnp    .a    -trt.am    in    whicn    a    rusiy    kettle    w.is 
flo.at  ini,^ 

It  wa-  ,1  ])or(K  rl.ind.  .a  pitiful  strip  of  din^^y  desert 
within  the  -nidid  prtc'incts  of  civili-.ation.  The  town 
;i!re.uiy  sw.allowed  it,  or  r.ather.  laid  i!  eiin-orired.  In 
the  ml  hrick  cott,a<j.es  (>n  tilhrr  side  dwelt  folk  who 
were  neither  ,i;yp-y  ""i"  pea-ani  :  h.ili'-lirerd  jieojjle,  half 
tr.anip.  half  -camp,  ])ollui.d  with  town  lif".  with  w  dder 
1)1, lod  in  their  vein-,  !hf  despair  of  the  lairates  who 
thouniit  it  their  hu-im--  to  \  i-it  and  mi:ii-ter  to  them. 
Marv  Went  toward-  tlu-  lu.irt -t  car;i\;tn  and  asked  a 


ALI.WARl) 


5i9:3 


filthy  cliild  uilli  liiack  li.iir  ,uul  (  v.-  like  In'oun  \tl\it 
uliirc  .Juli.i  Wliitc  !i\,i|.  '1'Im-  ciiiM  point.  (1  Ik  r  nut 
.•I  \.ui  at  a  liftk-  (ii^taiicf.  It  ua>  >it  In  >i(lr  a  zinc 
liiit.  in  I'ndit  of  uliich  a  --niaji  ^ar.l.  n  !)i()^-(l;nrli.  Alarv 
pirkcii  her  u  ay  acr()>>  to  it.  and  the  Mnall  rl.iM,  >liai-[) 
a^  a  tcirct,  prcd'dial  licr  and  >liont(d  tliat  a  ^al  uaiittil 
to  Mc  .\Fr>.  White.  'l"h(.'  (h)or  ot'  tiir  hut  ua>  already 
op.n,  and  a  haiii!>onic  liae-;X''-i"<i  V"i'",i;'  \M>nian  lookt  d 
out.  a  hahy  at  h.  |-  half  'laiad  t)l•(.a^t. 

"Who  i>  it.'"  >!ii  l)(i;-ni.  and  then  hur-t  out  with, 
'"  I.oi'd    l)|t'>^    u-    and    <av(    u-,   if-    .\V;v   .lanie-I      Coiui; 

in.  CO in   and   -it    down.      W(  11.   \(i'*>  a  hit  of  lndvkt  ! 

i  vlidn  t  dar  to  e,,  (d  ]{arnaioutli  to-dav  hcca\i>c  I  coini' 
()\(.r  >o  funny  thi-,  niarnin^s  and  if  IM  a-:;-on<-  IM 
a-nii>-((l  \  ou  !      l)i  ar  Lord  I  " 

■■  I>n't  you  Well,  then.-'"  ,i-kid  .Marv. 

*'  It"-  the  cha\i>.  .Mai'v,  my  dear.  '["hi  v  come-  ,-o 
fa-t  they  tak(-  the  life  out  o'  vou.  Si\  I've  had  in 
fi\e  year,  one  at  tlie  i)urk  and  the  oMier  in  the  pu!-, 
and  haukin*  tlo>ver-  all  day.  and  tiien  yer  mu-h  v^onders 
whv    v<iu    ain't    what    vou    u-ed    to    Ik  !      (iaud!    what    a 


At  her  n:iiu-t  .Mar_\  came  in  and  -at  uilhiti  the  Imt 
on  a  packinu'-ca-t'  covrred  with  dirty  cretonne.  A 
fii'''  in  an  iron  I'tciptacli  -uch  a-  niyht  workmen  u-e 
>>tood  in  one  corni  r.  and  o\er  it  a  kettK  -u-pindid  hy 
an   ii'on  >take  dnven   uilo  llu    n'rouiid  ;4\p-\'  fa-hion. 

Three  -mall  children.  i;rimy  and  priftv.  -at  on  the 
earthen  floor,  and  \^ei'e  cha-eil  out-i.li  hv  tleir  moth(r 
^^h()  declared  -he  nevtr  had  no  p(  u"  .  not  a  iiunnit,  .all 
day  ]<i\\<x  ;ind  all  ni^-ht  l')nn\ 

•■  Aiid  what'-  liro't  you  yer.-'"  Mary  wa-  a-ked  at 
la-t,  will  n  the  wailin^^  ,,f  (lie  haliy  di  j)i-i\ed  momentarily 
of  d-  -olace  \^,'iN  stopped  hy  a   n  Ilewal  of  the  -anie. 

.Mary  explained  that  -he  had  run   awa\    from  soryice 
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in   HourmiiiouHi.      Slic  made  no  iii.tition  of   Hi<-'  reason 
whicli  had  in  '  u<il  lur  to  (  iitcr  >'i<'li  a  litr. 

"Well.  1  ilwiTt  Maine  villi  neiHi.r."  -aid  the  yoiinf,' 
iiiuther  reflectively,  hun-;;in-  her  -reedy  Inindle.  "  No, 
I  can't  .>av  a>  I  does.  W-  no  life  i'or  us,  hro't  up  like 
\mM  a  hill.  Mania^ir  i-  "aid.  hut  you  can  (  hinmr  with 
your  mail  e\in  if  he  h»at>  you.  and  knock  ahout  the 
■,.|,;,xi,  it  voii  frrU  like  it.  IJut  in  Mi-xice.  IK)  matter 
what  von  Vr(  U.  if'  •  V.  -.  ni'ni.'  and  '  No.  nrm.*  and  all 
that."  And  mwr  a  diop  o"  h.  .  r.  It\  no  life  for  Us. 
Whatever  iiiadi'  you  n-o  .'lud  do  it    lor.- 

"  .Mi--  I'nec.  a  raunie  v\liat  liv(>  up  in  'i'l;iriM  yhill, 
eoine  for  me  and  I  ook  iih-.'    >aid  .Mary. 

••  Wdl.  \.)u  :^(is  a  dinn  to  Kt  li.r.  Wha'  you  i^olii" 
to  do  now  .' 

"  I   (iuniio.'"    .Mary    replied.      "  I   darn't    <:;<>n   hack   to 

mv  d  ul." 

"••  \'oird  l)>  -t  hid.'  yer  ,i  hit.  till  the  -trawlu  rry  Ma-oii 
conu>  and  then  '^o  up  country  aloiii;-  with  the  r. -I  ot  u-. 
^■.)U  'e!j)  me  with  the  chavis  .and  I'll  feed  yer  all  rii,dit. 
|{'~i(l.  >,  if  vou  n'ot  your  licence  fiu'  hawkin"  in  Chri-t- 
church  \ou"  could  "<;o  from  yer  ju-t  ea-y  a-  from 
'I'harnevhill.  My  nui-h  "11  not  mind  your  hidiiijr  with 
ii..  Oh.  lordy.  lortiy!  my  \i>\[  it  .lo  ache  crool  !  there 
wa-  a  wrddin"  yi-terd.iy"-,  and  the  danciiii,^  that  went 
(,n,  .all  the  .«;al>  "ai'.<i  hoys  I  it  was  a  time.  1  can  tell  you. 
]5ul  till'  Irvina  wi'  a-pet  d !  I  tell  you  half  of  Vm 
wa>  drunk  the  time  \ve"d  liiii-li.d,  and  >onu  of  am 
j>  slrepin'  it  oil"  now.  I  can"!  carry  the  drink  like 
what  I  \i-n\  to.  thr  second  pint  doe-  for  ni.  .  and  tlu- 
m.irninu  I've  a  v.d  on  lir..  .and  the  tikno  (hahy)  yer 
crvin"    half    the  "ni.niit    till    his    dad    -aid    IkM   hrain    us 


•■  Who  w.is  marri(dr""  .Miry  a-ked. 

•'A    "  il    what    lives    u[)    tlure    on    tln'    hill,    name    of 


ATJ.WAIU) 


'19: 


Sf.'ico,  father'-  i,'«)t  st(  aiii-liarM'S.  Couir  to  tliiiik  of  it, 
you  know  Alf  Stat'c.  dmi't  y,in.'  l\i'  ua^  a  talkiii*  of 
vol!  ytstcrday  uhin  lie  ^-ot  t'n  i  - -pokcii  with  the  kviiia. 
\Vell,  thi,  Stacc  nal,  \  I'li  t  tluv  calU  lur.  i-  inarrviii' 
a  man  name  of  .Mile-  ray-  and  lion,-  and  liottle-  and 
that,  doiii'  Well  he  i-." 

•Mary  li-teiied  half-luwilikred  liy  In  i'  coii-Iir-  talk. 
The  ^ryp>ie>  who  haunt  the  to\\n  aie  \,rv  ihtl'en  lit. 
from  tho>e  who  live  in  the  fore-t.  'I'hev  ai'e  not  .so 
eliaii,  a  ^n)od  dial  more  -ophi-t  irat.d  and  le--  -oher. 
And  yet,  thank-  to  tluii-  Idood.  the  min  ami  women 
rarely  (•oai--eii.  Julia  had  -1:11  a  hiaullj'ul  -kin  and 
hlack-trini;ed  eye-  of  ,in  i  \<|ui-ite  y'lt  eni-h-n-rev.  'IMie 
old  women  never  di  i,niierate  into  d|-ink- viddt  n  fat  liki; 
the  -lum-womeii. 
.  "Where"-     Alf     ni.ur"     a-kid     .Mai-y.      She     felt     as 

d  though    .-he    would    he    almost    "lad    io    -et    her   admirer, 

,just  hecause  In   was  a--ociai(d  with  familiar  thiii"--. 

"  Ovir  at  hi-  dad's.  11.'-  ilu-h  ,)Ust  now.  Made  a 
nice  little  heap  i)f  \onir,ir  fi^rhtln".  When  Ik's  trainin' 
not  a  drop  <lots  he  toueh.  They  say  he'll  he  (nok  up 
on  the  'alls  in  Lon<lon  ne\t.  There  was  a  man  from 
London  what  come  to  watcli  him  hi,dit  at  a  pictsher 
})alace  d  irn  I'oke-darn.  Dordi  !  he  c  an  u-e  hi-  morleVs  ! 
Yun  remember  old  Daniel  Leer  \oah'-  fat  lur,  wliat 
lived  to  he  a  iiundi-edr  //,■  \]sri\  to  he  a  prnprr  kooreii- 
gvo  in  his  time,  I've  heard  my  dad  s.iv.  H,",!  -.i'  .^tood 
up  to  Alf,  I  warr'nt.  I  just  rei.ie'iilu  rs  him,  a  L,n-eat 
hairy  yairo  la  ua-.  a-  kaulo  i-  that  dres-  nf  vourn, 
and  \\ith  thick  white  ha'r-  ah  o\er  hi-  clu -t  ;  hii,rher 
nor  !hat  d(MU--po-t  hv  half  a  foot." 

At   thi-  point   the  kettle  lioilt-d  o\ir  and  Julia  heiran 
m  to  piipare  a  miciday  lutal  of  bread  and-ciue--'  and  tea. 

5  Her  mae.  was  out  and  wouldn't   he  hack  till  evenini^f,  so 

tliat  the  round  meal  \\a-  to  he  eat(n  ilaii. 
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Marv  utc  liraililv  .-iiiil  so  did  tbi'  cliildrdi.  iv.idniit  t .  d 
into  thV  liul.  'II..-  iiiH-ilon  of  l:i  r  nii;lit-<iii,irtir>  u;i> 
hroui^dit  111),  ;iiid  .M;irv  !ir--.(i  tor  ;i  t\v.  >a<k-,  and  rods 
.so  tliat  sli'c  n:i.i;'Iit  iiiakf  In  v-r\i  a  !<iit.  Tiiat  \va>  the 
form  of  lialiitatioii  tl,;it  in-tinct  iaui;!it  Inr  to  like  l)c-st. 
In  a  I,  lit.  uith  a  hkiiik.  t  lo  cosir  lur,  >!u'  would  furl 
saf.tv  ami  iiid.  pt  lid.  ;icc.  In  the  <  iid  ,>lic  iiad  IhT  way 
and  a  ■.mall  plot  of  ri>iiii;-  ^roimd  >i  li  ctid,  slic  cTt'ctt-d 
JuT  ])oor  litilf  slirltiT  ill  -pile  of  t!if  ru^tv  tiIl^  aud 
nil)!)id:  Iviii.iJ,'  alioiit  and  llu;  diHiciilt  i(-  of  -iicii  a  siti'. 

'I'lir  m  w  hat  -hr  woit.  at  li.  r  con- in"-  ad\icc.  si..'  too'; 
up  to  an  ohhcloll'i  s  >l!op  ami  -old  lor  tuo  -liillino-.  The 
dress  fitchcd  tell.  With  a  I'.w  -hilliiiii--  of  that  sho 
l)on^•ht  a  hattrrcd  -traw  ol'  1.--  a^^r.  >-ivc  n  -pcrtahility 
aiuhi  -cfond  hand  hlou-.'  and  -kirl  :  th.  n  -t  of  t  hf  niomy 
WIS    tiid    U|)   in    a   kirchii  f   a'  a    hw    n c --arv    pur- 

chase-   had   lir.ii    niadr.      Hu  Miry    of    thr   hrii^ht 

head-  and  ,:;old.  n  carrin--  \\a-  r.o  iiiorr.  for  lur  trnikfts 
lav  in  lui-  l)o\  at  •■  Wimhrnnri  ."■  and  m\.r  uould  -la- 
dan;  to  h  tch  tlu'iii.  SI  .•  al-o  pawia  d  lu  r  luw  coat  :  she 
would  mad  r.ady  moiay  and  could  ca-ily  r.dcciii  if  whin 
she  had  carmd  a  lit  1 1..  She  had  wild  not  ions  of  .  vciitu- 
allv  -cmlinu;  all  h..  r  m  u  .loth.  -.  or  rath,  r  tin-  ni.iiutary 
value  of  th.iii.  ha.-k  t.)  .Mi--  I'ri'v,  hut  that,  for  the 
}»rc-.nt,  wa-  inipo--ihlc.  I.y.ld.'n'-  rin,^-  that  hun;,' 
round  hi  r  n.ck  n-xt  h.r  -kin  die  woud  -. ml  ha.k.  too, 
and  ask  .Mi-  Tri.e  to  .hli^.r  them.  On  llu'  narrow 
sh.- could  huy  h.r  tlow.r-  with  the  r.-t.  vi-it  h.r  ol.i  rus- 
toMi.r-    in    Chri-tchurch.   aial    !ieM;in    t.i    earn    r.'.^tilarly 

ai^aiii.  .   . 

Sh.'  ua-  coaiinu-  .h>wn  th.'  h.iU  fro'ii  li.r  .  xpedition 
wh.n  -h.'  m.l  WW  II.'  look.il  l.-thareie  aft.-r  th..'  fesfi- 
%itic-  of  th.-  d:.v  hrfor.'.  hut  !>ri-ht.!i.d  -.dien  he  saw 
her.  ami  h.  :;  .n  "to  u.ilk  h.-i'l.'  her  and  t.i  pemr  out  a 
strlii--  of  iiue.-tion-  a-   t.)  u  hy  .-he  was   tlicr.'.      He   had 
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met  Iht  cousin  ;,.  )„.  „,•,,  l„,ifini,r  ruiin,!  tli,-  Imttom, 
''""'  ''■"'  <■"""'  i'|)  t:)  -,  (k  tur  Marv  mI  nmv.  .Marv 
.■.n^uriv.l  1,|\  ,|n,.ti,,„.  ;,,  |„,,t    J,,,  ciiihi.      Sh,    flmii^riit 

*"     ''■^'''     '""'     1    :'.1-><1     l<>    MC     All.     I)llt      thr    M-Ilt     ..f    hi!ll 

ivimii,!.  ,1  !i,r  „i'  thr  I'nint  t..  Vn]n[  v.u;.  anil  of  Adam. 
And  mmikIkiw  liir  fMi-nirr  adniir.  r  \v,i,  mINiK  di>ta>tr- 
fnl  (()  Ii,r.  Sih-  >a\v  him  nnu  uitli  ditl'.iHnt  (  vis.  Slic 
\^.i>  a  ditren?!!   i;ir|. 

Ih  made  no  ivf.iviK'..  lo  thrir  la4  ni,.tinn-.  nrilhn- 
''"'  :'"■•  ^''-  "■'>  rrnl^nt  to  Ml  li,  r  in  a  "^-.nMuliat 
'"'■■tstinn-  v.in  nf  Lis  .\nloiU  a>  a  pii-ilisl.  ,.f  tl„. 
nioncv  la-  liad  ,  mil  d,  of  lu,  opport  ii„it  v  of  --oinn'  to 
Lo"d','n.  "  "^       '"^ 

'•  Waat's  'apprncd  to  yuii'"  In-  a^k,,!  at  kn-tli. 
"Lord  liimnu-  if  von  d..n"t  look  liL.-  a  h  ~  fnn.a-al. 
I  till  von  uiiat  it  is,  niv  ni.-j.  von'iv  -oin'  to  lia\r  .-i 
drink  at   tin    pn!)  uitli  mr."' 

'''■  ■■^'■''^^'1  l'"''  nn  iocoM  l_v.  Imt  Marv  pnlird  it 
.'luav. 

*•])<. irt  you  dar  to   ioucl,   mr."  >!,..  Hamrd  p,ttidilv. 

I  liat(  s  to  \)v  mauii  (1  and  pMlIid."' 

II.'  ivta)il,-d.  at  (,r>t  pn/z!i,|  a>  to  uluHi.r  if  ua^  not 
t'n.in,  tiv.  and  tlirri  his  ohvinn-;  di>comtituiv  was  such 
fliat  .Marv  nl.nfrd.  Aft.ralllu  mrant  kindness.  Sh,. 
consciilrd  to  -o  to  th.-  pnhlicdions.  if  ju-  lik,,i,  and 
roused  hm-s.lt'  to  !„•  moiv  a-ivrahlr  to  h.  r  cmpanion. 
'■""■>■  ^'"f  '  '♦<>  tlic  har  too,.!!:,.,-.  ..nd  !c  ordered  heer 
*"'"■  '""''•  '-'^  v.'ll  as  for  s.Hii-  other  n.u-h  lookin^r 
.slnuchers  who  n-reeted  tliMii.  and  WiW  e^identiv  assua;," 
in-  dryn.  s.s  caused  hy  t!,e  re\,ls  of  Ihe  ni^ht  liefore. 
Two  uomen  \^  ho  wire  iinknouri  lo  .Marv  \iilh  their 
hawkino-de.sk. 't.  u.re  there,  healthv  strappini;-  <'iva- 
tures  who  exchan^ri.,1  jokes  v.ith  th'e  m<n  an.rseemed 
by  th(-ir  appearance  to  he  partly  of  ifvpsy  hlood.  .\lf 
rallied  tht-m  and  was  rallied  hack,  and  >[-uv  found  her- 
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.s(  li  111  iii^'  ^Tt  <  t(  (1  l)v  tliciii  frit  iidlilv  ( iHHifili.  Tlu'  story 
(if  \ivv  (xipf  li.ul  .ilnadv  I'l.uliid  tin  in  lu  \v>  tr;i\(ls 
upacr  in  ll(a\iiilv  IJuttiiin,  ami  tlav  coii^fi-.-itiilati d  Inr 
r()Ui;lily  mi  Inr  Hi;^tit. 

Mary  ua^  iiiniNid  to  In  avy  (Iriiikiiiij,  Vtt  like  iiio^t 
^'vp^y  ^nrU,  >lic  diaiik  Ik  i  r  uIkii  it  caiiu  lu  i"  uay. 
Di'iiikiii;;'  i^  iil'tiii  a  lniiii  nj'  ■~(icialtility  ami  ot  jrnod- 
f'«  lli)\\  >liip,  imiic  than  nt  pi  i -nnal  il(>ii(,  and  .Mary 
drank,  (ir>t  witli  All'  and  t!i.  n  uitli  the  wonuii.  ulio 
uoidd  lia\c  tliiiii^lit  Inr  n  l'u>;il  >lrani^t'.  And  the 
alcoliiil  nidiiidin^'  to  In  a-  unaia  u^tonicd  hraiii,  hroui^lit 
two  distinct  \tins  ot'  tli(ini,dit  into  In  inn'.  H(  liiml  all 
the  ^ulitlr  p!i\>ical  cniiifurt  that  ran  \vitli  the  alcohol 
into  her  hcalthv  VMinn'  hody,  there  \va>  a  fiircc  mental 
nii-ei'v  cidminat  mil;'  hi  a  don't  care  ;-hm  ^s.  a  pitde-<>ly 
lo;j;ical  view  of  her  own  f"o(lli^hn^^s>.  lu-r  oun  misery,  her 
ou  n  pei\er--ity. 

She  exchanged  ,i;ossip  with  the  women  and  jiarried 
.\lt*>  compliments  and  .jokes  almo-t  mechanically.  Shi' 
felt  her  cheiks  jliishrd,  she  knew  that  she  \va>  lau^li- 
in^.  And  imderiK  ath  it  all  In  i'  heart  was  hreak- 
iiii,^.  She  would  have  ^rivt  ii  hall'  her  youth  to  have  been 
al)le  to  (  seape  from  these  pt  ople  and  i^o  into  the  silmce 
of  \'i  I'elv  or  Uidlev,  the  iireat  wdiids.  a.nd  -tt\)  her  heart 
out  at  the  roots  of  one  of  t  he  f  m  iidly.  imp  a  -si\e  hetches, 
so  ^^rey,  so  ditjnitied. 

She  refused  to  drink  an\   more. 

'■  Lord  I  ^  (111  ain't  liki  Iv  to  <n\  motto  with  tliat 
drop."  lauL;'hed  one  (d  the  women,  hut  Mary  was  diter- 
niined.  and  .\lt'.  siiini^'  it.  I'eascd  to  pre^s  In  r,  .and  sui^- 
iresfed  ifoiu"'  outside. 

When  the  pulilic-hous^'  doors  had  clos,  d  hehind  them 
the  cooler  ail'  likw  on  hi  r  Inatid  face.  I  It  r  hair,  curl- 
inj4'  slin'ht  1\'.  fill  o\er  ii-r  forehead  ami  into  her  eyes, 
and  she  pushi  il  it  hack  impatii  iitly. 
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"  \Vli(  n    'n    von  (ifF  to  imu.  M.nvr  '"  a^ls- il  A!f. 

'•  I)<i\Ul    to   .lllli;i'-~."   >lic   ;UI-\Vc  r,i|    ^ln    rtlv. 
'•  Dom'i    clcir  oil'   Vrt.        '1'!:.   r.\    |..l>  ol    I'lliU.         Ilrr  (.III 
Il!;lll    won't    <,r(  t     ll.ick     till    IK.lf    --iMIl    o'cliick.         ^'oU    (lon't 

want  to^odoun  tin  ri'  .-inhHiLj^t  ,i!l  tlun:  -'jii;i!linn- I)r.it^. 
Conif  and  "a\i  a  hjou  up  tin  I'c  on  tlic  top  of  tlu-  "ill. 
I'd  Ills!    to  >l  ii  i(  li  iii\   ii  i;-." 

*'  Who",  a  >toppin'  your  "  --aiii  Marv. 

"  1)  'ii't  l)c  "aril  on  nn-.  (onir  aloiiir.  too.  !t  won't 
(\i>  von  no  "aim.  Hi  >iili^.'"  .and  lii^  voice  ;,n"cw  thicki  r, 
■■  !  w,lnt^  to  talk  to  yoii.  I  ain't  xtn  you  >in(f  I 
lia-licd  tli.at  fancv  rye  of"  youi'n  .at  NraiTot't,  .md  tlnii 
you  wouldn't   '^[\r  nic  ,i  cli.in-t  to  talk  to  vou." 

"  A\\  rii;-lit,"  >lir  -.aid  indifi'i  rent  ly.  and  tlicv  In  i^^an 
to  w.alk  toijitlicr  up  Coii-titution  Hill,  tlir  ^rr.it  tr.iins 
p  i>>in^  tlum  noi>dy  In  fon-  tnrninij  to  lai-l:  down  into 
I'.irki  >tonf.  Thcv  Kfl  llic  iii.-.iri  ro.id  .and  made  tluii- 
w.ay  to  tli.at  pl.atrau  ulnCli  u-^rA  to  Ih'  the  I'lvonritf 
rc-tin/^-placi-  ot"  'runur  in  the  day-  wlitii  tlir  \,a!lrv 
hcncath  w.i-  ini'oia  iit  of  rid-hrick  vill.a-  and  fa(torv 
cliiiniu  vs.  In  spite  of  tlie  liidi  on-ne-~.  of  I  1m  new  I'.irke- 
sloiif  and  it>  tent.acle  union  uitli  I'ook  .  it  w,a-  -till  a 
nia^rnificeiit  -tntcli  ,at  then-  fiet.  with  Pook'  Il.aihour 
^leanun;^;  like  sd\er  ;i-  it  ran  inland  and  t  ■■  Isle  of 
I'urheck  liluf  and  ^'■oldrn  lieyiMid.  .\lt'  fluni,^  himself 
down  on  the  worn  i;r  i--  lie^ide  a  fiir/e  lui-h.  ,aiid  .M.arv 
seated  Ik  r-elt"  he-ide  hiiii. 

"  What'-  Ixconu  of  himr  *"  .\lf  a-ked  -uddmlv,  fixinir 
unseeiii<,r  eve-  on  the  -hininix  \,alley. 

•■  Recoine  o*  who.-  *'  -.aid  Marv. 

'•That  hloke  I  li.k.d.*' 

"  I  dunno."  s;iid  M.arv. 

■■  ^'oii  .iin't  f^ot  nothink  to  do  with  hiui  rmw  .-  " 

'•  No.'"  -\n  ,an-\\ered  h.-t!e,>-ly,  liitini,'  a  lilade  of  i^ras.s 
she  h.ad  })luck(d. 


{JOO 


AI.I.WAUI) 


TIr  was  silciil,  r<  ^.'iidiiii;-  \.'  v  f  ■■>  ^^iHi  -oiiu\\!i;it 
hlooiUli'il   t\t^. 

"I  (liMi't  V.  I  ihIm-  ill!'  ^w.l!--  niii-  ril'N  r  yw."  Iif  rc- 
iniikiil.   ;ii't.i-.i    vvhilr.       ••  \'iMi'\c    <xn\    li;iiHl-.ii;iit  .    tli.i'*- 

scMi    .-iuvwIk  !■>-.       l)iMi"l    ilu    that.    I    ain't    i;u;ii'    \n    l-itr 
\(jii.      Maiv  !  (1.1  _\ 'III  1,1  ar  w  li.it   I-a_v-.'" 

••A  !(,t  ol'  rtilil)i>li,"  >:ii<l  >lii',  still  -p.  akiii^  fmni  a 
111,  nil!   (li^lalK  r.  lur  luuill  tln.lli,'Ilt   >ical-ci  ly  (111  liiiii. 

••  "Ti  n't  iii!)!ii>!i,  it's  (iau(|\  ti-;itli.""  II'  -]n)kf 
linaiM  Iv  !i^f;ii.,.  ■■  I  il<'ii'  ii'itliiii"  tl->-  Im'  tliin'-.  nf  Vdiir 
p\i  It  \  facr  t'di-  V.  I  .  k-  and  "  t  •  k>.  Marv.  I  >  mild  'ave  any 
(if  Ihi"  u'll-  nnind  '(IT  if  I  uniit,  d  lliciii,  Imt  I  don't  want 
,i,Mi.  ut'  *(iM.  'i'luy  ain't  v..irlli  Id'^Kin"  at  aft.  r 
_\  on." 

••  Oil.  slait  up.  Alt'."  -aid  Mary. 

••  I  ain't  -cin"  ic  -Imt  u\k"  !!'■■  -aid  tlcrcdN.  *'  I  "mt 
von.  and  Tin  ^oin'  to  ;;■(  t  you.  too.  I'm  «arinn'  (,n,()d 
niotK  \  I'.i.w.  and  I'm  likily  ti)  (ai'n  a  ^ood  list  more. 
I'm  not  .uoin'  in  for  your  pur-c-of  ^idd  pu'^  sliow-.  I  m 
flvin'  In-Ii.  Tin  chap  uh.at  come  from  London  told 
niC  tl,ir('>  no  (  nd  to  ;hc  money  ymi  cin  make  tii^lilin' 
Tiow  if  V.  r  ^'t■^  \rv  name  u]).  It'>  "ard  work,  hut  'c 
sav  I  U(">t  llic  li'^-iit  >tutl".  \V!iat'^  wroii--  with  you  an' 
inc  '4(  1 1  in'  mafricd  .' 

••  I  diiii't  want  to  mt  m;irri(d,"  >lic  -aid.  lur  heart 
thum])ine  irria,nd.ar!y. 

"  Well,  I  do."  he  "said.      "  And  I  w.iid-  you.      Do  you 
litar.  Marv?      And  I  nieiiis  to  have  you." 
•■  Vou  can't   if  I  won't."  -aid  >he. 

"'  Don't  lie  'ard  on  m.  ,  Marv.  Wlier(  'II  you  find  an- 
..il-rr  chtp  what"-  the  chan-t  of  makin'  aiotiey  like  what 
I    (rot  '  " 

|[.  c.iui^-ht  hold  of  her  arm  and  luld  it  firmly.  This 
>;>,.,.  Mar\-  did  not   >hal.e  hini  oil".      'I'lie  luir  had  slack- 
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I  iii(i  111  r  rii  r\  ■ 


nil  rit 


w 


l!   iiuliti'i  ;■(  iici    imI  hi  1-  t  !i  in   I'l  -^^  iit- 


i>  t  lii>  t  lie  «  iv  r)iit  r      Jut  imii.it  iir.illv  (I'  ir  hr.uii 

III  ill  r  ^ \  p^v  111  1  !•- 


.■i>k(il.  ( )•  cf  iii.ti  rii  il  Ic;^  lUv  to  All' .ir 
ri.'l^fc  U  it  li  All.  nil  \\  '111  III  llr  >lll)i  l-si  i!i  ij.  It  U  ;i>  t  lir  mil  V 
way  ill  wliiili  til  s.\i|-  liir-,  ir  I'l-niii  Ail  mi  cii'iiijIi  trlv. 
( )l  lirrv.  i^r,    ~lir    I'l/iild    iiivir    l^^l^t    Iht-i  It'.      >!ii'    niiirlit 


iiIhv    !;rr  lirai't-limiirir  in  a  ni.id   iiiiiiiil 


.till 


1     Mil 


llUII 


out  ,inil  iii.ikf  Ills  ruin.  ;i^  Mi->  I'licc  li.ul  [iiit  il.  irn  \  oc.i- 
lilf.      I  II  r  i;\  i)-v  t'at.ili-;ii  \va>  stn'iii;'  ^^'t!  in  If  r.      \V.a-< 

tlli^    llir    mill   tll.-lt    till-  ji.lll-in  lit'    I'.l!.     indlr.ltril  r 


.M 


ii\ 


M 


irv 


Hi 


if    lni.itli   was    on    lu  r    niik,    anil    .^lic    .^lir.mk 


invohintarilv. 
'•  Don't!"' 
*'  A\\  n-ui  r 

to  ,>;iv  to  it .'  " 


III' 


'!  : i-ntlv.      "  W'li.it   Villi  irot 


I  .1 


iiniiii,'"  -lie  ri'pli'  i!  iri'i  -■iliiti  1  v. 


I'll  trrat   vou  Will,  .\ri;v.      ^'ou  >iiail  li.i\r  ili'iiunt- 


on  vniir  fin''ti's  :uiil  f 


inr  (ini  i.i  >  !o  vonr 


ii.H-k.    r 


ni  iKl 


tlif  nioncv  on  voti  uhrii  I  141  t--  it 


u'  j)u>rrii  liim  aw.av  funiiiiv 


If   I 


V.  a^   to   >iv      \  1 


•iW     \i>:\ir     'i;<l     it     ill-    .atoiT    Wf 


•iiiilil  i^it  iii.irnril?"  >l!i   .-i^lvi  il  in  ;i  li.-inl  t 


lillc 


It    "ml    tal-.r    iu-t 


o\i'r    til 


I'll'     UCi 


k«. 


lie   an-wcrril 


n'tlt'i  I  iiiir 


'11 


ar.- 


a'    Iniai 


fo     !)(•     p 


lit    up.      Oil 


M 


irv 


Slie  cait  Iiiin  >.linrt. 


Can't  it  h,.  il 
Not  um!.-  I 


)iH   no  i!uiclN''r  tli.in  tli.it 


W  :!-<  to 


luiv  a  li<ancL',  fimi  tli.it  cost^  jot- 


(j'  nioiicv.    Anil  I'll  !i.i\'''  t .'.  ■_:.•(  ^  -nine  .sncl,>  of  t  ui  niti; 


I 


(lull      wan 


t  to  1 


i\  '■  :n  no  hon>o.  •  sanl 


M; 


I  r  \- 


Wrll.    till  M.    in    ,a    •..in.      But    tli.it    "II    co-t 


inoii'V, 


More'n  u  hat  viui  ^I't : 


:}()■> 
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••  I  could  raix'  it,"  In   ,ui>wrri(l. 

•■  1  l,i\t  n't  Villi  ydl  I  riiiunli.'  *' 

••  I  (•..iild  iMMiMi^n'  tlir  \,iii.  with  liicl..  lait  iK't   ;i  I) 


HI  IlCr. 


Ilr  \v;i>  J)iiz/l.,l  at  L.r.  TliMv  «a>  xnii.  tinner  ahmit 
Ik  r  (i(-irr  lor  lia>tf  uliich  \^a^  iiicdinprrlHii/ililc  in  tli.' 
face  .,r  li.  1-  Mriiiiiii,^  in.lill'tr.iic.  'Ilu  ii  \n-  nmniih.rrd 
li.r  })..>iti.ni:  tliat'  pir-uiiialilv  dn'  had  fall,  ii  nut  with 
old  >,iin  h.i-  t'ath.  r.  and  wa>  laciiii,^  a  dltlii  ult  iiid.  |).nd- 
cnci'.  'I'hf  UV|)>y  |)>o|)|r  aiT  f'aitliful  to  fainil.v  tio.  To 
hiv.k  with  oiir">  })r..|)lr.  auion^^  til.  SI-  iioinad>  i>  an  art 
,,f    the    Utiun.l     -rrinllMli--.        H''    ^^.'^    Hot     a     •:vp\V,    V<d 

he  had  nii\.(l  .noiiH-h  with  tras(ll.i->  to  know  that.  l)i- 
o;radcd  a>  wa-  '^\]>-y  .ii-toin  ill  Hrav.  idv  l^ottoni,  it  still 
hild  <,niod  in  ni.inv  Ihiiif^s. 

Hr  dnu  cloM  i-,  [)ul  lii>  arm  around  lit  r.  Mary  suf- 
f.n.i  it  in  a  lull  of  l)a>Mvit>.  It  ua~  as  if  part  of  lur, 
tic  rial  living;  core  of  h>r,  wnc  d.  ad.  Alf  ki>>rd  her. 
rou^ddv.  f<  r\(ntly,  lurrily.      She  riidurcd  d. 

"\mrn'  (Toiu*  to  take  inc,  tlun'r"  h.-  asked  h.twun 
hi>  t  nihrac.s,  forcin<r  lur  l)ackward>,  h.r  face  upturned 

to  his. 

"  V.'>."  she  answi  rid  wearily,  drow-ily. 

'•  ^■.,u"n■  not  swcit  on  any  one  »  Ki  r  "'  he  ur^nd.  Ins 
little  eves  hla/iii^  into  lit  r  own. 

'•  There  i-n't  ii<)  "iie  eKe,"  >!ie  nplitd.  with  dry  lips. 

He  was  holdiii,!,'  her  closely,  hut  the  hcer  she  had 
taken  mercifully  stupefied  her  s.  uses.  She  had  none 
of  the  violent  repulsion  she  would  have  f.  It  had  she 
Inti'  ]it  rfectly  sober.  ^  ... 

"  rU  put  the  hands  in  at  once.'*  he  said  in  his 
passion-thick  voice.  "I  cawn't  wait  for  you,  d'yoii 
liear'  (lawd  \  if  yuu  knoued  how  iiuich  I've  hin  tliinkin' 
of  von." 


(  IIAI'I'I.U    Wll 


I 


-Mi^"-  l*ni(  1  liiil  to  Ticc  a  liitti  I'lv  colli  aiiil  ati;^rv 
I.Vildoii  rally  the  iiinrniiiLr  al'trr  Maiv  liail  h  I't  the 
(•ainp.  The  old  liiK  ua>  |)ii  pari  (I  liotli  for  liiiii  and 
In-  a II Ml  r.  !!'■  Iiad  coiiif  to  lur  lioii>c  tin-  iiii^lit 
lutorr  and  had  Ix  rii  M  f'usrd  admit  taiici  hv  lur  onh  r~. 
she  had    flit    too  tiiad   to  do  halth'  «ith  him   lliiti.      Now 


he  <l(  I  iiird   il    \viN(  r  to  mt   him. 


It   was   Marv  dan 


iii>  ■<  own   \^>ll   to   l;o,       .,ii'  irpiiiil 


*'  Shr    cainr    ot     her    own    f'l' 
niv  f'rii  iid  iiti(h(l  a  maid.*" 


IT    w  III    w  Ik 


n    I    lolil    hi  r   that 


I.vddon"-.    t' 


icr    was    M 


t    in    lini  >   of   >t( 


hr    coulil 


sec    that    hi'    suH't  III!    a>    anv    man    sutl'irs    u  hen    haulkrd 
at    hand.  Iiiit    slir  iiardmrd   lur  heart 


(■>-      CIO-I 


<d"  happin 

aj.jain»t     Not'tt  r     impiil-i- 

tvii'v    word    >hr    had    uttirrd     in    his     icv    diinarul     tor 


Shr     riad     his     dislirlii  f 


III 


M 


ir\  s   HI 


ldlVs>. 


"  Th.it  I  niiist  rt  fiisr." 
'•  .\nd  I  must  havr  it." 

'*  She   ktiows   will  re   yoii   art,  and   if  shr   w  ishcs   to  lit 
voii     know     her     wlicnalKiiits,     she     can     uritt-     liirMlf. 


M 

Ictt 


irv    was    a 


t    tlif   sciiool    and    knows    how    to    writi'    a 


ir, 


"*  It   niav  1)0  intercepted." 

'*  It   will   not.      Marv   wislu  >    to  break    with   voii." 

"  I   don't   helieve   it." 

"That  is  your  i<:;otism.  I.ook  at  it  from  lur  f)oint 
of  vit  w.  Tliis  niarriaiTi  isn't  ^oinj^  to  make  lur 
happy.  She  cried  when  shr  told  nie  her  doiihts  of  it. 
She  has  tried  to  free  Ik  rst  If  liet'ore." 

303 


:)0; 
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"Sin    u  i~   inif.  rtlx    li.il'l'\    until  _\"ii   .in,.'.      II.   i\iii 
kriiiu  -   \\  li.it    lit    \  nil  liild   1,1  r. 

"  I   tiild  In  |-  nolle." 

II,  tuM,.il  uliniptlv  .iihI  M't  In  r.  Sli-  I.itn.l  him 
j„  tl,r  i.ioiinni  ..r  Ml.".'.  ^^.  >!u'  «.i>  ri-lit  aii.i  In  "i-* 
vM.m-.  Imt  .In'  h.ul  hit  li.ilf  a>liaiii.-.l  of  JiaMii^r  liv.-i 
up  t..  Inr  IMin.  H-l.  >.  >ln  u.'t'in.l  fl'Ml.  tin  vMli.Inu 
lii>  t.-.ll  (i-'ur.  is  it  unit  Milt  ..f  tin-  -.ir.l.  n  -atr.  ln> 
1„.h1  >I!-|'iI!\  Innt.  Ills  ^^li^^■  >titflH'-  of  f^ait  ^oiiu  - 
In.vs  ixi.iv.'ix,  ..f  Ills  fiii'v  aii.l  liUit.  What  v  a>  lu' 
,,n.i-  all.  l.:it  a  liiu'.  ini|)iilM\.-  .  liiM.  ^^ill'  in>tnicts 
„hl,l.  .In  r,  .[..il.d  at  tl;.'  linttmn  nf  Inr  M.iii;-  Shr 
„,x,r     f,  II     i,i,,r.'     t.ii.l.  r    "V.  a-     Imn     tliaii    at     tlii^    iiio- 

Iin  lit. 

I.vil.lnii    u.-il    nir    uitli    a    l.lu^    l""><'    -♦'•1.1. •    into    tin- 
1„.|11,\.        Ilr     uint..!     to     I..av.'     tlu'     a<aair>.<l     vIILilT'' 
Inliin.!    I:ini.      A    .M.t    u,i.    tilt,.l    n|.    a-.aiii-t    on.-   ..f    tln^ 
Inislics     l.v      tlir      ro.ul.i,!..     aii.i      tuo      r.m-Ml      iio,,,-,.! 
clniiiiMi    u.  iv    plivlnu-    ulth    tin-    .1- If."    v.llou.    Inrrh.  r 
,l,,o;    lioi.i,.    it.       11.-    avoi.i.il    tin  111.    knouinix    tli,-it    tin-.v 
u-oTiM    li.iil    liiin    in    tin-    n  nn  niliraii.-.-   ..f   >v^"t>    UMi.illy 
\n  !..■   r..ii,:.l    ill    Iii.    p.a-k.t.      II.-   Uiul..  aluio.t    iii.  .-lianK- 
allv.     for     ill.-        ■•  MiipN      i,.,!low     ^^!lu•ll     lia.l     lum     hi> 
trv>tin..--pl,-..a-   v.itli  th.'-  irv]).v.      It   ua>  .«..-t    11. .u    uitli 
l,i;.>>on7iii)/  In.M-  invrtl-    -iiul    tiift>   of   nv-'X    luathn-.   fir>t 
„,•     ,11    ,],,,    |^,,|1,,    ,.;,,,1    uvu-i     ln-:iutit'ul    th.-m    it.    .ucc.-.s- 
>ors.    til.-    1h-11    aii.l    tin-    lin-.       It    was    inunnurou.    witli 
Hi.,  and  l:.-.-s.   tin    i.nr-|.lr  >un:Mn-r  wa.   at    li.-.n.l   :it    la.t. 
II,.    fluno-   liin;..  !f    ilo«n    in    tlu-    youn:^^   t.r,-i<-k.  n    niis.-r- 
a!,lv         On.-     pl.ra..-     of      Mi-.      I'ri.a  V.      haunt..!     .aiul 
tornn-.'.d    liini.       "  Slu     vr.d    wlun    .In-    told    ni<;    lu-r 
dorl.t.  ot"  it."*     Tl'n-  w>.rd.  lu-ouii-lit  Iran  a  mvuI  pH'tnn> 
,,f   Mirv      .d"  M.-irv  uitli   t,  ir-   in   Inr  .-y. -.   tln-ir  li.N  a 
Hill..   su.-l!,-n.  a..    .I'm-   Ind    l'>'>k.  d   at    l.iiii    that    oth.T  d.-.y 
ul,..,,    ,h.-    h-.d    cii..]    In-n-    In.i'h-    tin-    .wanip.    th.^    .lay 


AI  I.W  Mil) 


;j(i.') 


ot      fill'     f'(i!'i  ^1     lil..         li'til     '<>      hi.'ulhl"  I  'l.ioil     Inf.'         II. Ill 

Ik  <|i>iii  w  mil;;  til  ifl'iix-  to  \i\\\v  Iht  al  In  r  u\\  n  ti  riii->.'' 
Tl;.  rmitaii  ill  liiiii.  till-  until  ■.liliru>s  which  In  |iii 
Mi\,il  ill  ^|iiti  lit'  all  hi.-.  jia->inii  for  Marv,  aii>v\rri<l 
liM.  [t  ua^  a  jM  iMiiial  shiitiUii;;  tliaf  he  had  frcni 
iliiili;;-  that  \s  hicli  Huiilil  hariil  lul',  faki'  .adv  anta^i  "t' 
ht-r  ^^1  ii.  iii-it_\ ,  Ih  |i  >,  |)ri'ih;;.tl  nf  thr  t'litiiir  than 
>hr.      Ami   VI  t.  ^Iii    hail  <  liid  ami  niii  a«a_v. 

Ill  lav  -i>  ill  lit  that  a  rahhit  })a«M(i  v.  ithiii  two 
lilt  nt'  hi-,  |ll'll^t  r  all  hiiiU.  A  u  iiiii!|ii  cki  r  in  Ihi- 
hliclMiiid  liiihii  i)|)|)'i>itr  iittiiiil  hi>  iMiMkin;^,'  haii^^ditcr. 
If  ua^  all  .Mary,  it  all  >|iMki-  iil"  Marv.  'I'hi  \ ,  r  \-  siinll 
111'    till-    crii^hrd    hiirkiii,    tin-    faint,   i  i-i-p    tn  'd'    tin- 

hiatlnr    in     hi^    i   ir-.    ivii\tliin^    sei'iiifd    pan    oi 
priMiii'i  .       Nil    iilhir    vsiiiiian    ciiiiid    r\rr    im-an    thai 
liiiii.       And    aii'ain    •■aim     tin     lorliiiiii^'   i|iir'tl(in,    had    i. 
liii^imdi  i--tiiiid    Inir       Ila<l    hf    |tii//!i  d    In  r    \^lii>    \va>    all 
.-iniplicit  \  r      I  lad   hi    u  mimli  d   Im  r' 

Hi  -it  ii|)  iiiiji  it  i' nf  1  \  in  tin-  ^nii  w  i  rim  d  Inathir, 
'I'hi  \iiv  hl'.uiii----  and  imiimlitv  I't'  thi>  May  A.{\.  tlir 
chttrfiil  liii/ziii^-  aliniil  him,  thr  |m  rt'iinn'  nf"  thr  i  ir'li 
St  I  111' d  tl)  iiinck  lilin  a-  tir  ^^  iiiiiipi  I'ki  I"  had  dotii  .  and 
Vi  t  111-  kmw  >nch  a  thon;4,lit  to  In  childi-h.  Natiirr 
i-;  til"  ''''f  to  taki-  info  account  thi-  li'onhli-;  of  aiiy- 
tliiii!^  which  li\r>  and  movi  s  \\ithin  In  r.  In  can^r  pain 
i'^  part  of"  her  hi  Iii!;',  iu-t  a>  -niili^ht  ami  t'ro>f.  I'"ar 
a\sa\'  triMii  -onii-  -lope  of'  tin  niour  Inyoml  the  hnlm-;, 
canif  flu-  ixaciful  tink  tink  of"  a  cow  lull.  .\nd  thin 
hf  In  ard  fhr  noi-c  of  Mum-  oni  or  -omilhiii:,^  hriidiini:; 
p  i-t  the  hollii-i  in  flic  ii.irrow  ])ath  hi  hind  him.  He 
turniil  .alirujiflv.  .and  >  i-.v  .a  f' uc  pi  crint;:  "♦  'lim 
(hri  ctiv   ,aho\i'  fhc   Ljnr-i-  hii-h  In  >idc  uhich   he  ^.lt. 

'•(ommI  iinriiinLC.   mv    hicky    ^cntlrni;in  '  " 

Hi  kill w  the  iintidv  hiack  locks,  tlic  hroun  f.ne  that 
h.id    It  inn  lilt-    of    hi.aiifv,    flic    uncanny    hluo    »Vf>    as 
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liiloiiuiii^'   til    Ml"-.   ('n(i|)(r,  of   wlinni    Allii-    -pukf   uitli 
Im-lnd   toii-.s  as  lit  i'l^-  a  uilcli. 

■•  (ii)i!(l  iiioriiini;-,"'   In-    i-rluiin  d.    imii.    too   <;T/i"ii)in!_v. 

"dot   a  n)il<!i  nil  _V(i;i,  iiiv   liirky   u;(_'iitlciiiiii .' " 

1!.     f.  It    intcliaiiiiallv    in    lii>    pofkct    ami   dnw    out    a 

l)o\.      Shr  caiii^Hit   it   (Ifftlv,  >:\\   licrsclf  al)out    llin.-   tVct 

fV.Mii    hiii:    in    the   licatlitT.    mil   (ir.  w    out    Im  r   hlacki  lit  d 

,-|;,\.      '|'h<  ri   -lir   i\]^   in   the   [inck.  t    of  hi  r  torn   >kii-t. 

"  I.or<l  -.ivi  11-.  iiiv  ilarlin^'.  if  1  lia\i  ri"t  t'oi'LCot  my 
hit  nf  ■litccv.  aii'l  iiir  -hdj)  two  niiji'  nt!',  and  nn'  a 
|)(ior  uoiii.in  tliit"-  ualk'd  nine  milt-  tlii-  uioriiin^-. 
Mic  I, Old  luai-  inc.  carryia^  my  hit  of  a  t;in  on  my 
l,l,vM<l  li.H'k.  'I'lir  iiin-kl.r  doun  lli<''f  at  'i'lianicyliill 
111.  t  ill'-  .■!  coniin*  i.'i)  the  hit  id'  a  liill.  and  liavo  a 
i)!ia>ant  uord  \>ill'  m-.  '"Vol-  your  own  donkry. 
,I,V  dral--'  li.  >ay-.  'N'.-  1  -ly-.  •it'd  •  tliat\  li-ttrr 
nor  Ik  in"  -.oiiic  ot!c  (Ix"-."  i  -•'>-.  'it'  it  wa-n't  that 
uhif-  ouMid  n'lt-  five  food  and  drink."  if  yo'i  v.' 
a  liit  ot'  "h.-ic(  V  that  yoM  cmild  s|i,irr  for  my  'dd 
.s\\;iv^'lii-     VI  r  "       ^'if     i)Mi-M(l     >iin-;,n'^ti'.ily.     find 

Lvddon   drru    .a   packet    of  to!):i.co  from   lii»   pocket    and 
tosM'd    it    to   Ik  r   with   -c-int    ci\ility. 

She  tiHid  her  pipe  .and  Kiii:  i>\ir  to  l:iy  the  j)ack.d 
hcsidc  liiiii  .■i-'aiii.  Thui  d,c  -Miokfd  in  dl.  ni'c.  look- 
]]\>r  .■i<T(»s>;  tth'  l'OM.„v  -trio  at  tin  hl.ickciird  lioliii 
|i,-M,nd.  So  t!ir\  -;il  \'i^\-  I  whilr  without  -pcakino;. 
Mr-,  ("nop.  r  looked  a-  c<iiitcmnlativc  as  an  And). 
Onlv  tho-c  uith  Ljvp-v  hlood  aiiioni;  tliiwe  of  the 
hrotlurhond  (d"  tin  '  ro.id  have  the  ^dft  of  lonu:  ■»nd 
(juiel  silence.  .\  tramp  iid-j;ets.  while  ,a  uyj^sy  ran 
spend  a  whole  mornin';-  without  -lirrino-  a  liml)  on 
a  -uiiny  dav. 

Tlun  -li-  llft'il  li(  r  jiipe  from  ]\>  v  lij'-. 

"  You  campin'  -t;'l.  my  horo  rye-  "' 

"  ^'i -."   he    r'plii.l.   with.   .-1    -tart,   for  iie   had   almost 
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iov^oWiU  111  I-  jut-ciuT.     11,1-  .  u>  \s,ii-  uji  iiiiu  kmilv. 

•• 'I'iiriT  v\,i>  ,1  vouiiLi'  i^.il  uith  voii  soiih'  wliik-  hack. 
And  thiii-  \v;i>  :(  voiiiii^-  r,;,|^  a,  pnttv  .i  (Jiif  jis  ever  1 
seen-  a  rial  IJniiiaiiv  ij,irl  wliat  caiiif  to  tlii'  old  clioxi- 
liaun  aliout  _\  uii.  l,n\.d  yoii  fnic  >]<.■■  did.  tin  tears 
ill  Im  r  |)i'(tt_v  eyi's  for  1(.\,  ,i|'  _\(iii,  niv  Itickv  :;(  nnli- 
inaii.       I.uck_\"v    .  v(  r_v    one    uliit\    |(i\,i|    li,;,.      'I'lu  re's 

iiiaiiv    hi^'li    and    law,    urdikv    and     p •.    tli.il     cuni.s 

to  nic  Ijec'aiiM'  fli,\  cdU  m,  a  v\itcli,  and  the  luckiot 
1  liavc  to  ;;i\r  tk.  ni  i>  I  rile  |n\,,  ln"ij;!i  and  lou.  wrnltliv 
and  pool-.  I,or<l>  .iiiil  I  idiis  lia\f  conif  to  nii-  in  iii\ 
little  t(nt  niid.-r  tin-  ro.iki  is  with  o-old  in  tinir  poiltt-, 
■■■'id  di'iiH  nt>  on  tin  ir  I  (niK.  and  not  all  the  e-.d.l  .•unl 
di'nunt-  tliev  kail  u.;,  uortli  moi-.  tli.m  fk-  1:1 1].-  hit 
of  true  lo\f  \\i,\  uaiit((l  ail  on  'i  iii.  I  o:i\r  hi  r  a 
'•it  ot'  a  lil  to  hanu,-  round  lu  i-  nick  and  ki  i  p  it  >'ifr 
and  MiTcl  to  he  a  -pell  httuieii  the  horo  rve  .ind  the 
tawni  chai.  Did  you  ever  m-I  eye-,  on  that  hi*  ol"  [eiper, 
ni\    darliiii;-.' 

"Did  you  o-i\^'  her  tlllt-""  he  ;e  !>i  d.  :ilil'i-,d  ill  >pife 
of    hini-ili'. 

"That  I  did.  iiiN-  deir.  and  if  ua-  lliat  diMWed  ine 
yer  tjiis  iiiornin;^'.  As  I  u,'t>  >taiidinL;-  he^de  iii\  t-iit 
up  there  in  tile  rooker>.  I  >een  the  hoM)  rve  ^-o  hv. 
'  TliM-e'-  my  fine  eetmli  iu;ui."  I  ~a\>:  MhatN  flu- 
liirky  one  to  1)1  lo\eil  tiue  a^  riiMr  one  uas  hifore. 
'i'hen  I  seen  t.ouhle  oil  you.  'I'hen-  \va>  troiiiile  on 
your  dioulder>.  It  didn"!  i  ;ke  the  chovihauii  to  Me 
that.       .\nery    and    troulijid    you    wa-.    and     \our    t'ace 

wasn't      the     -.aille     t'ace     of     the     |'\e     uhat      I      -I  en     llet"ore. 

And  iiie  jirayino-  to  the  Lord  e\i  r\  ni^hl  for  von  .i]]d 
your    ■,ueetheart.    h.  Iie\e    nie.    dailinL;-.    ex.n    when    thev 

put  nie  into  the  kliMlld.  uhieh  i^  the  loek  up,  heeaUse 
tlley  seen  Hie  come  out  of  a  puillic  U  hi  re  I'd  ^'oTle  to 
hiiv     a     hit     of    'haccv     and     thev     said     I     v.a-     motto. 


■M)H 
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.Mntio!  I  like  ;i  (!rn|)  (if  t;ati  |):.mil  imv.  ,iiui  njj;vu, 
lait  thiv  that  >ay  tin;\"M'  a  -on  iiu'  in  ili'iiik  lic^. 
r.vri-v  m-lit  Tvf  pravrd  for  that  Htllr  kaiilic  ruini- 
of  voiir-,  von  can  h(lit-\f  it  "T  not  a>  vuu  like,  my 
(har.      W'hri  1-  i>  >iifr  "* 

•• 'I'hr  (li'vil   lsnou>."'  >ai(l   I._\ih!oii  hai>hl_v. 
"  Don't   voii  '^D  haml'in;;-  h!>  nam.    too  fnc,  my  dear. 
Thr    I, Old   know-    ami  mayWc   I    kii'iw   too." 
■■  \dii  know    u  hi  ic  -ill'  1-  •' 

>hc  put  ii|i  h.  !■  ^moky  han.l  (h'amat  ically  a>  if  to 
j^top   hi-   imprtimu-  (|ni-lion. 

"I  ki:o\\s  a  o-o(,(|  ,|.al  n:or. 'n  mo-t.  my  (lirlinii;. 
Thcv  calk  iiif  thr  choNihaun.  and  lhaf>  anotht  i'  word 
for  '■•om.  on.  thai"-  ,-ot  thdr  ryi  >  and  thiir  y.  r-  opm. 
Vol!  \,v  o,iin  v.iih  mr.  and  1"1!  hr  opm  ^^!th  \oii.  ^'oll 
he  tatcho  ami  Til  hf  tatrho.  Whrii  did  you  la>t  >fe 
thi    \onn_;-  n'al  r  *" 

"Look  h.  n  ."■  -aid  I.yddon.  '■  TH  '^'w^-  yii  livr 
jxiuiid-;  if  '.ou'll  till  nu-  v.  h.  r.    -.hr  i-. 

*'K((|i  voni-  momy  in  your  pocket  till  I  t.  II-  you. 
'I'hcrc'-  tim.'  to  pa--  li<  lore  you'll  -<  c  hn-.  rnh-- 
\ou  liked  to  oisr  nw  a  liir  now  to  ;j,'o  on  uith."  >he 
jidded.  <iuickly  i-.,i;r.ttii!--.  "Now  you  Idl  nie  when 
vou  la-.t   -1 1  11  her  and  « lieie. 

ir-  to]<l  her.  and  of  the  tVi,.)  that  Mi-<  I'ric''  hid 
indue,  d   Mary    I  o  e-o   \\  ith  her. 

"  Thi  re.  the  sillv  -al.  and  I  warned  her  tuere  was 
an  a.idei-  in  her  jiath  ;  -olnun  I  told  her  of  it.  A.lders 
coMie  uhar  Ih.re's  liapjiim-N  .h^  >ure  a-  they'll^  (aime 
,,iit  in  the  -uii.  And  them  a-  !-  unlucky  ^et-  pi/ened. 
l|;!\e  \ou  ever  camped  up  in  White'-.  |{u-1h-.'" 
No. 


'•  \ 


.or 


.lon't     vou     111  \  ■  r,    my     "'eiuileman. 


lure  - 


no    o'ond    come,   "to    travelhr-    'vhat    >leep^    there.       And 
do    vou   ]^now    wlivi-      It    wa.   ulieii    I    wa-   no   older  than 
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your  l.tiK"  r.iuiiic.  mnl  .i^  pi.ttv  ii>  >1,,-  u.i..  'I'lun- 
was  )i  ryi'  conn  .il'li  r  .1  -  d  uh.it  ua.  caiiipKi  tlniT. 
a  (i;i' .  iKaiitil'iil  i^n\  .>hr  u.i-.  an<l  (i.iik  a.  I'.iii'iv  ii|i 
at  .Fit!-.".  tliDiiL:,!]  ^lic  \\,i>  liilf  a  .n'anji.  'I'lic  rvr.  a 
ital  i\r  ]),■  »a>.  ua>  crazy  ali(jut  li.  r.  'l"in  n  tl'r  addi  r^ 
(•oii:f  likf  tiny  always  foiiic  11:-  I'atluT  and  inotlMi' 
'■"!'!'■  ■•hkI  v.ri!  li,r  fatl.ir  :inil  nmllui-.  ami  there  «a> 
had  word-  and  hitfir  unrd-.  ;,iid  th.-  1  nd  1  ''  it  v^a-* 
-he  u,  nt  and  (hnwiuhd  hii'-i!l'  doun  th-'''e  in  tlie 
|''"id  h\  the  h'l'ick  kihi.  \n\,  isnou-..  ju>t  hclow  u  har 
the  .1.  Il'>  h\i-.  \", -.  thd">  ii'iie.  And  th,.-  pui-  on 
''•!ll  iii>l  more  th.in  sixl'in.  Wliei-e  are  Voll  ^nhi'  to 
a!(h   now    for  a  hi   .'  "' 

I  don't  know,"  he  >  ud  nhainiily.  "Nut  n,  ar  thi> 
<air>e(i  viHa^.',  if  I  rtn  help  it.  My  teid'>  np  at 
I''orest   Cornel-  now." 

"  \N  '  H,    if    yoii    ua.s    to    hiile    n.ai-    h'l'e    if    would    h,     a 

o'ond    phice    to   i)e    in.       ^'oli    c,         \]p    aU:iV    tVom    Th.-lIlleV- 

liiil  ■>i"l  tliat  if  you  hke-.  Why  (hm't  vou  <<;(>  up 
W'oofton  Tit-.-  I'd  kir  A  uhen-  \ou  u,i-.  hiok.  and 
it's  a  ph'ice  where  t"a\(l|(i'-  stori-  now  and  a^cn. 
It*-  ah'out  two  mile  from  _\  .  iip  a^.iln-f  Woottoii 
I'aielo-ure.  ^'ou  i^-o  and  ^et  vour  tan  ral  that  and 
atch  there  for  a  hit,  It'>  ju-t  up  l)e\ond  the  nrirl 
J)its.      I'll    -hou    vou."' 

Hut  I.yddon  knew  the  ^pof.  he  and  Mirv  h.id  l)e.  ri 
there  oTU'e.  and  >he  h.-id  poiided  it  out  a^  a  campinu-- 
placc  ^he  and  her  f'atla  r  had  11-ed. 

"  \\'(  II,  then,  you  ^-oo  there.  ,01(1  ril  come  and  find 
you  -ome  time  afoi'e  lonif." 

" 'I'lu  11  you  (h)n"t  know  uhii-.-  M  ir\-  i-i-"  lie 
said. 

'•What  I  kiiaw>,  I  kip-  to  ni\-eif  till  if-  tini"  to 
till.  What  I  don't  kiiiu.  I  (!nd-  out.  \'ou  do  vour 
])art    and    I'll    do    mine,    like    I    teikd    vou.      And    uheti 


;J1() 


AI.I.WAUl) 


I've    doiu'   mill'     vmi    v  hk-    ^^li'i*     vnii    -i,(i.    hrc.uisc 

^iviri"    kips    nlf    troiii).  And    \\\ax\    vmi    iit.il>    w!::.l     1 

cin    -ivc   yoii.    voii    shuU    havi-    it.    firr     itul    n.  iur,Mi-;. 

I     ,,-,,t     ,t    !ilt     wIkM'     III)     OIli'    klM)W>.     lUH-     Ilr.M-    >!l.lll     kiKIW 

u|,i!,.   tli.r,\   hrr.itli    ill   my   body,   pli-u-r   (iuil,   l>ut   you 
.>ll,,lll,l     hu'..'     it      if     ynll     llM(lr,l     it.     til,-     Lord     kiiou-." 
II.  1-    MTddy.    uiic;iiiiiy    liluf    c\i'-    \v.itrli,d    111-    hand    as 
it     ui  lit     one.'    iiioii'    into    lii>     po.'kt  t     and    Aww     out     Ji 
sliahliy     iiurv.-.       'I'll.'     >..\.  r.l-ii     |iroiiii-.  d     ua.>     traii->- 
firr.'d    into   !i.  r    liaiul.      Sli.'   spat    on    it.   and    put    it    in 
!i.r  -kirt.       Tiu  n  -lie  -pat   onr.'  more  omi'  Ik  i'  >lionldi'r 
inin    111,.   1iu>1h>.   ^'ot    up.    ami    aftvi-   a    voIul>lr  l)l.sMn,o;, 
witl.dr.-u      a-     st.altliily     a>     -r.f     l>ad     r..iiir.        Lyddoii 
ruMi.d    lii-    rli.ck.       II.'   colli. I    not    iiav.'    tol.l    m.u    why 
he    l.ad    hand..!    tli.'    w.Miian    tlic    -...\ .  rtiun.    the    lar^vr 
|).irt    of   uliirh    uoiild   c  rtainly   !i.     >p.iit    in   liriids,    for 
Mr^.    I'oopt'rVs    intcmp.raiUT    ua>    a    livuord.    unl. --.    as 
Alius    lia.l    -aid.    -Ii.-    I'ad    tl;.-    ^ift     of    clia  rniin^    wnwy 
,,iit    of    til.'    p.u'k.t.       C.  I'lainly.    wliilf    li<'    liad    talkrd    to 
lid',     slu'     had     ^ivcn     him     an     oiM     contid.  lie.'     m     luT 
i)ou.i'>.        No^v     h.'     \^;is     convimiil     that    slu'     kn.  w     as 
jlttlr  ulur.'   Mary    vsas  a-   him-. If.      Ami  y.t       Ir-   found 
liiiUM'lf  si'ttin,!;'  forth   for  th.'  loiiii'  walk  acr.)--.  tlir  moor 
to     Forot     CoriuT     with     th.'     Ii\>d     ,Kt.  I'liiinat ion     of 
<.'.'ttino-  to  Wooiton   Tit-.      H''  mi^ht  as  will  ramp  Hu'iv 
as   .Nfuhcn,   aft.  ''  all. 


Chailottc  Coop.-r*-  -franm-  mind  woi'k.-d  swiftly, 
if  not  i)v  till'  saint'  nitlhoil>  a-  tli.ix-  of  most  pi'opU'. 
Miss  riicf  wa>  an  t  n.  my  of  lui's.  and  tlu-rcfon'  it 
was  with  a  >pi cial  pl.aMirf  that  -lu'  ciuld  undt'i'takc 
anvtlunii'  that  mtaiit  disconi'itur.-  f.u'  that  la.ly.  V.  ars 
ai^o  Mi^  riiff  ha.l.  at  d.  .'.  nt  intfi'\aK.  h.fn  availaiiic 
for  an  occasional  poiiml  of  tia,  f.)r  an  olil  garment  or 
two.    or    a    pi. 'ft     of    c(.l.l    nifd.       ('harl.)ttc,    like    most 
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otliii-  fiiKNt  iiiiiii.kI-,  km  u  iiKdv  of  till-  n-^idiiit  ^iiitrv 
uitliin    u    r.uliiiN    of    tuiiity    mil.-    tiiaii     tluir    nanus. 

She  kliiu  to  a  [i(  liliv  uh.lt  -In-  «:i,  likflv  to  Kft  (Mit 
<"'  tlhir,  aiici  to  a  nioiiHiit  at  uli.tl  iiit(i\,il>  it,  ini"-|it 
liv  coaxtd   out   lit    tmir  jiorkil-,.      At    -.iiili   a   !:oii-.c   tlicn- 

NMIr    Clrdllloil,    xTXailt^    willill;^-    to    1 1  I V    ;;oo,l    lilo.ii'V     for 

n  v\ritt.ii  .>j)i  11.  at  >iu-|i  a  \icarai;i  tin  jiai'Min  ua^  ^'ood 
l'<'i'     'i     loaf    of     lucad.     at     aiioth,  r     iii;;-     \ini]..-     tlirrr 

■\.\r\\      llMla!l_\      kldit^     to     ■•  dukkrl'.'"     Ol-     t;,.-     111,11      Indll.cd 

\>y  a  timrlv  uitticlMii  to  p.irt  v.ltli  tin  jiiiir  of  a 
diiiik. 

All  tlii>  ua>  kiiou!.(lo|.  ,t\'  iiiaiiy  y.ars"  >taiidiiio- 
\ntli  {  harlot  tc.  to  lie  add.d  to  or  inodifiMl  a-;  larli  w;ir 
liroii-iit  eh  ail-;  >.  Hut  .Mi->  I'riiv  had  lain  idiciiuted. 
^'Iif  hail  conn  upon  Chailutt.-  oner  u  In  ti  tin-  Idtrr 
\\a>  \ioli'iill_v  drunk,  and  ti  rroi-i-<inn;  a  jn  ...it'ul  xillan'ir 
by  ll^■^at■^  of  lu  u  itrhnn  nt,  and  fioni  that  (la\  foidh 
3I1S.S  I'rict'.s  dooi-  and  hi  r  hrart  uin-  do-iii  to 
Charlottr.  No  onr  r.or.tt.d  it  nion  than  A!l>>  I'l-icr. 
^^ho  found  (hii-iottr  aniu^in:;'.  Imt  >hf  rilom-d  a 
<!"' ' '1  i"  'l'horni_\  hill,  and  ( 'h.ii'lol  tr  hid  off,  mird  too 
^rii'Miudy   to  III    i-.-adnii!  ti  d   to  Ihr   ro\al  i;r  in  >. 

Hut  fiiiri'  ui  rr  niian>  of  jipdiiii;'  out  Mi--  I'rlci 's 
at!  air-,  and  th.-  fir-t  in-trunn  id  to  Inr  hand  \va>  ,)o.M|tli 
-Iitr.  who  a-  i;ardi  IH'I-  and  odd-joh  man  had  froe  (U'ccs>< 
^"  'li''  liou-c.  do.'  dcir,  t  icifurn  and  -urly  .a>  hr  ua>. 
uoidd  an-wir  a  civil  (im-lion  ll'  it  ua-  on'v  out  of 
<li'.id  of  Inr.  ,\-  >|ir  had  cxiiictid.  -In  found  hint 
(lin-n-irn-  I„  ^Ji,,  I'rlc'-  c-ardm.  Th,  h,  iIli,-,'  which 
divided  the  \,  ^itahlc  tl'ai'din  from  the  hly-h-road  was 
l"\v.  and  ('harlottc,  hy  rai-inu,-  Inr-ilt'  on  Inr  too-;, 
could  ju-t  look  o\,'r  It.  Joi  \  -fiii-dy  i),ii'k  ua^  jiartlv 
turiird  to  In  r.  hi-  f'oot  on  th,-  >jia,lc. 
"  S-t-  ■  !  "  -aid  Charlotti-  cautl.:u-ly.  "  doi  '  •■ 
Joe   uant    on   dii^-^-ino-.      11. ■   liad   cau;,dd    >lo-hf    of   h'-r 
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out    of    fill'    coiiH  r   of   l!i.>   v\v    (lirou;;!!    the    lit(l;^o    and 

f(  I^IM  (I    (l(    lIlK  ->. 

"  \(r,  _\ciii  iinliickv  oM  iiiu>lu  ov  ,ik.ii  ;i  iiiiiiiitc  aiui 
>iu,ik    to   the   clioN  lli:illll  1  ""   >lu-   -aid    loildir. 

He     n-.i/,  (1     11])     uitll     a     look     of     l!lllO((  Ilff     wllifll     ClUl- 

iiiii^Iv   I'oiiit  alt  d   iiiii   i-iiit  ^-.      Slic   had   calli  d   hirsilf  a 
witili,    iiid  it  ;u'C(  ritrd  hi>  [i  ar  ot   hi  w 

"Oh.   'li-    you  I  ■"   he    I'tjihid   >lit  i  }ti-hlv. 

'*  \'i>.  it'>  :  laiidy.  voii  can  ktv  all  voii'vt-  ^'ot.  and 
\()ird  hcttcr  >lioo!i  to  inc.  oi-  voiTII  1)1  un<  i>y  in  your 
l)rd.  'I'luin  pain-  a  >hootin'  and  ti  a-in"  Vou  and 
makln'  \nu  ci'N'  out.  \ou  I'l  nn  inlit-r-.  Conu'  rlo^u  vcr 
to   t  he  l)ol'." 

He  ajipi'oai  hrd  tin    li<  d;^c  unu  illiriL,dy . 

'•  IW  ,(l)out  that  nitci'  of  yourn,  dov  Jitf.  Do  \ou 
knou   ^v  111  I'c  >hr  hi  r 

'■  No."  .-..lid  .]<)r.     "  .Mar\">  alon;^'  with  lar  da(L'* 

'•She  Jnu'I.  tlun.  Wluii-  did  Mi-^  Vvia-  i^oo  to 
vi'>t(  i(la\  : 

"  I  dunno." 

"Oh  V(  >.  vou  dot-.  Scratch  your  -hi  rro.  and  lie 
(juick  aljout   it  I  *' 

"  Now  I  knaus."  -aid  -Toi  .  "'  She'd  a -put  uj)  at  the 
Crown  in  Kin<4;\vood  hicau^e  >hc  hiurci'cd  a  liucklc 
there,  one  of  ours  a-hruk." 

'*  What  lime  did  >he  ^-et  hack  yer?  " 

'    It    inl^ht    he  ein'ht    o'clock."  .Toe   an-werid    tardily. 

"Do   anv    friends   of  hers   li\f    theier*' 

"  I  (hnuio." 

'' 'I'hi  re'-  litth'  vou  (h)  know,"  said  slie  contemptu- 
ouslv.  "  Kip-  vour  yokkt  I's  closed  and  yer  vers  -tuiFid 
like  niosl  of  the  other  fools." 

"  You  ain't  a-^oin'  to  [)ul  a  -pell  on  .Mary,''  he  said, 
uith  -low  alai'ni. 

"  Auali,    I    lie,"    .she    nturiied    sarcastically.      "Fine 
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spell   I'll  put  (.n  III  r  and   voii  too  If  you  ilnn't  look  nut 
i'nv  ycr  kukri  I  '"  ' 

'I'Ik'U  >lii'  uiiif  ";[■,  uill  p|iaM(l  with  tlic  ohx  ious 
alarm  -lie  liail  pi  intid  in  the  laaiTs  -oul.  Ami  lur  face 
\»aN  >it   tow  ird-.  Kiiii^^u  Odd. 

'    Svlf. 
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Ir  \nii  \M  I'l-  !ii  a^k  a  i^Vp-X  lir  •ahuM  till  Voii  tli.it 
\\'(M.lti)ii  l'it>  i>  ,1  ;^oiiil  (iiiijnn;;  i^riiiiiid.  Tin-  -put 
ulici'i  hi-  pitclii  s  his  tint  i-.  iiducvir,  pa-t  t|,i-  pit-, 
now  ,li-n-iil  atiil  oMi'^^nuN  ii.  (Ui  liiL;ln  r  ^■rnuiul  imt 
t'ar  I  rniii  tlii  liii;!i- foail  aliil  ill  tlif  -liclii-r  nt  tin- 
riiclu-inr.  l''iiil  liii'  iliiv^ii,  in  till'  liiat  lurv  Imttoni 
;i  t'nrilalili  -111  am  IIua-  uliu'li  niakt-  it-  \va_\  tliri)Ui;li 
ciip-r-  ami  liiiili  ri;r<)«  I  li-  till  it  rcacln  -  tlic  m  a  near 
I  Iii;lirllHV ;  anil  uitli  I'i-in^  ^^ruuml.  ulml  -ln-IttT  and 
I'linnini^'  u  iti  r  a  camp  lia-  tin    i  Irmi  nt-  nl  rnnitni't. 

Lvddon  ntiirmd  ti)  I'mr-t  ('ninrr  and  -aw  tin-  rat- 
catclii  r,  ti)  uliom  \\<-  ,ua\.-  tlir  m  u  -  -Imitly  that  he 
had  1)11  n  illiahli-  ti)  liiid  .Mii\.  I!'  ■'I-d  li(iti:;ht  tlir 
diuiki  V  and  rart  ffMn  him  at  iimii-  than  it-  umth.  -o 
that  111-  miL;ht  lia\r  nuati-  ni"  tiin-pnrt.  'Hw  rat- 
catchir  ^.l\r  a-  hi-  npininn  that  'AJiit  Mai'V  u  anted 
was  a  liidin'.  All  unni^n  uanl<d  a  hidin*  -nmitnm-; 
\\  kri>t  *rm  in  thiir  plan-.  It'  hi-  catchiil  In  r  -hf 
slmuld  kmnv  it,  makiii"  fun!-  nl'  *i  m  all  like  thi-.  Hilt' 
Lvddon  -u-jircti'd,  with  Mime  di-mi-t.  that  uhat  the 
(lid  man  rlmtlv  n  ^:,'i'i  I  tiil  ua-  thr  In--  ut'  a  -nn-indaw 
t'rnm  whiim  hr  i-ould  r\li-u't  moiu  y.  Hr  had  lil^(d 
Sam  hithi  iln.  hut  nuw  lu-  -aid  i^ond  hvi  to  him  with 
nliif. 

No  nihil'  tint  or  van  \va-  ])itchiil  at  Wootton  Pits, 
and  for  tlm  uttrr  soliludr  I.yddoii  wa-  nrattfid.  He 
made  ca.irri-  that  iiioht  in  th.-  littlr  \ru\  to  thr  hootill(r 
of  nul-.  and  actnallv  -aw  onr  tlv  to  a  t  ri  i  \i-ihli-  ill 
till-  -tarli^ht  a  f <  u  \ai.'-  from  hi-  ramp.  lU  likrd  the 
,-onndfuI  -ill  li'.'f  of  tin      oi'r-t   I'iu'ht. 
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I'l  riiajis    till-    iiiMrtiiriLC    ini;;lit    liriii;;-    liiin    .Marv.       It 

«    1^     a      ^l'nilll(lli  >>     ||()|H  ,     liilt     it      W.is     itH  r,l(lii',ll)lc     >ilH'0 

li>     liiil    -I'll    Mi-.    (  iKipi  r.      'I'lii    (  ii'h'   iiinriiirii^,   silvrr 

V^llll  U.ll'lll  nil-*,  t'nllllil  him  Un.lMi  tn  -1(  1  |).  Ilr  \\(|it 
(loun     til     lllc     >tl'iaill.     aihi     ^tl•||llM(i     l;ilil-rlt'     tn     \i  .  I  - 1 1     ill 

it-  -halliiu  wattT  .lal'c  nt'  intni-inn  at  -tnli  an  liniir. 
Oiilv  the  ua'ir  wa^-taiU  ,,ii(l  tlii-  larlv  In  is  \m  re 
alirnatl.  r\ci  [)t  tiir  a  Ink  m"  -o  tliat  h  ul  iint  \i  t  J'nr- 
;j;'ittiii  tlif  >nii;j,>  lit'  -|iriii^'  ariW  win-  lii;4li  iiji  in  tin." 
I)lu<'  air,  tliduirli  tliiir  tliroat-  ilid  rmt  thrill  -n  ic-tatic- 
allv  a-  Ml  tin-  (ir-t  ^|iinnii>  i!i\-  nt'  cDiirt  iii;j,\  'I'hcii 
111'  u.iiulrnd  into  Ihi'  i  i!c|.)-:iri'.  nii--tv  and  warm  uitti 
tliL'  j)i'iiiiii-i-  lit'  a  lint  (li\-.  A  cniiiili  iif  -i|!iirrcls 
rliHsed  I  ai  li  ntlur  I'l-mn  Iiraiirh  tn  hrancli  in  t  hr  plnrs 
and  fir-,  and  thr  >\\rrt  rt-iiinii-.  ,-ni'll  n'l'iw  striin^rr 
and  -trniiMii'  a-  tlif  -mi  ^rivv  nun'i-  pinvrrt'id.  The 
n'l'i  at  iindri'ti'iif  III  till  Ini'i-t  111 cami-  Imidri':  thr  hum 
and  nil//  (if  in-ict-.  tin-  chirpm'.;-  uf  thr  n-iM,>hi)[)])rr-, 
thr  di-tant  ca'!  nf  a  (iicki.n,  tin  :_;1  ui  r M'it niunt  and 
fiilnr--  lit'  l.if'r  \\liich  nm-t  fiml  \iiicr  in  thr  prndi^al 
uarnifh  nf  I  itr  -pi'inu'  and  |iri)nii-r  nf  thr  -innnirr. 
Ill-  rttiirnid  tn  !ii>  tint,  njail  with  thr  oiitirni-in  oT 
thr  morni'in-.  -ri'iMili  d  a  mr--ai^r  to  Mai'v  in  ca-r 
-hr  mii,^!it  ciinir  and  lind  thr  tint  miptv,  pinrird  it 
tn  thr  ttnt  oprninn-  u;th  a  tlinrii.  and  af'trr  hr  had 
cnnkrd  and  rati  n  hi-  ln'rakfa-t  waiuln-id  rr-tlr--lv 
fni-tli    a^-.'iin     touard-     Ilnlmr-it  v     Mncln-Mrr.    ovit    the 

moor    tn     thr     Idlln;    n;i-irll    >tr(f(Ii     nt"    Hlll'IrV     I.au  M.    Htul 

thcnrr.  fnlJnuinLi;  tin*  stream  uhich  thnad-  thr  I, awn 
liv  a  rnnndalmut  mi'tr  to  Hurh  v  it-i  If,  wliri-r  hr  pnr- 
cha-cd  t'nnd  and  niir  nr  two  damtir-  that  lir  ktirw 
Mary  would  iikr.  Ilr  ;x"t  hark  to  hi-  tint  at  two 
o'clnck  to  find  all  a-  hr  had  hft  it.  Thr  aftmioon 
did  Tint  lirino;  Mr-,  ('onpri-  or  Marv.  nor  thr  cvrnirt'^ 
rithrr.        At     liirlitfall     lir     walknl     n\ir     tn     Thortlr  \  hill 
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t.,   s,  .■   if  tl..'   .Itir>   li>'l    li'.inl    111.,  thin-  nf   tli.ir   ni.'<'(_'. 
I.     ,111,1      I  h,  ir     (•iirin>|l  V     and     li.tH- 
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it 
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(\[)r(>>.(l  >vni|)atliv  irntatMl  liini  m)  int.  ii>.  ly  th.'it 
li,.  ,,nitl.,l  ill.  Ill  aln-iiptlx.  TIm  litlN  ini|.  .\llw>  was 
Hlir.l,  t(.;4.  til.  !•  \Mtli  tli>-  ..tli.r  ihiMiui.  >o  th.at  ll.'  ..Illy 
sa«  I'.inMv.  li.  !•  nintln  r  an<l  tlu  ^ll' lit  .I...-.  l'\.r  I'.m'ly 
II,..    I,,   iiit'iful    Ik-    lia.l    .m:1_\     a\.r-l..n.    !i.     cnul.l    liut    t.ll 

■\>    Ii,-    ualk.  (I    ..V.I-    till     .all    tr.a.k    a.r.)>s    tlir    iii.><>r 

in  Hi.'  .iaik    that   ua^   Mar.aly  rv   than    twili^^ht.   uitl, 

irr.at  (liiii..- !...tl.>  l,....iiiini,'  a.■I•..-^  lii^  [.ath  fr.mi  tini.' 
to  tiiii.'.  lu-  tVlt  ati  in^an.'  h.  la  f  that  h.'  ^h..u!.l  fin.l 
M.irv  In  hi.  t.iit.  |..rl,ai.>  i^L.  |.  an.l  tiiv.l  <.ut.  as  h.> 
ha,l'f..niHl   h.r  ..n.H-  h. f..r.  ,  h.r  iiiu<l.ly  l)o.)ts  .tivtch-d 

„„t.    Imp   (iniuv    shirk    with    fati-u. l?i>t    n..,    -hf 

w..ul.l    hr   .'xp-.-tinu-    him.    tlu-   fiiv    u<"il.l    !>.•    ali-hl    ami 
th.'  VV.....1  Miiokr   ri.lii--  fr.Mii   th.'  t.nt.  Mipp.  r  a-ciohni^r 
i„    th.'    pot.       11.-    .ahnn^t     fan.'i.d     h.-    mm.  It     tlu'    swcil 
acriiiitv    ..f   MiL.k.    ..n    th.'    ni-ht    .air   .i>    l'''   ;;■"♦    \"   *''^' 
marl    liit^.   hut    u  h.  n    h.'   .•.iiii.'    uithin    ^i-ht    "t    hi-    h^v 
tnit    a-ain-t    .lu'    <l.ark    l.hi.-    of   th.^    ni-lit      Vy.    it    -to-nl 
out   >t;7ik  aiul  >lill.      Th.'  aoiik.y.  h..hhl..l   in   tlu;  f,^vl.^v 
way.    H.as    vi.ihl.'.    too.    .a-aiiist     thr    -ky-lin.',    its    rars 
h.nt    sa.llv.   its   attitu.l.'   .Iciopini;.      '!"h.-   >oft    chr-rr-rr 
of   a    iii..-iiti,ar.    \\u-    chirpin-;   of    o-ra-ho|)]Hrs    w.  it   the 
onlv  so.m.l'--   th.it    in.  t   his   vnr.      Th.^   -^ta.s   wer..   out   in 
the   sraiv.lv   .h.rk.n.-.l   sky,   hat.   flitt.d   luiv   an.l   th.n- 
like     lil.i.'k'   v.h.t     sh.ulnws     roiseh-slv     in     ...ir.'li     "f 
insect    food,    hut    tlur.'    was    ahM.mv    of   liiuii.an    Miund 
...ovcmcnt  or  liudit.     Tlif  t.nt  was  nnpty  an.l  dark. 
\nd    if    M.'u-v    w.r.     n.v.r    to    com.'    hack,    it    must 
,dway>   In-    .mptv    ami    dark    at   his    naurn    .acli   ni.^ht- 
fill  "and  (v.n  the  .  t.  rn.al  comp.uiion>liij)  of  tlu    Forest 
coui.l  not  m.ak..  up   f.-r  h.r  ab>.  nc..  who  w.is  as^onatrd 
with   its   rvcrv   nio.xl.      The  xcvy  scant   <.f   «ood  smoke 
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was      tile      VII  lit      i)f      111  r     rlntL-,      1 1  f      ]\i  V     Im'mWII,      -lUtr- 

rin^id    liimU.      All    this    (Uit  of  (Inur   life   fliat    lie   IhmiI 
so   |ia->ioiia'i  l\    wa>   lor  im  r    i--o('iati  il   uitli   In  r. 

An<l  tin  II  the  lioiror  of  lotiiliiMs^  tint  Natmi- 
inflicts  soiiict  inns  on  those  Hiar  lovr  hi  i-  nio-t  iji 
sciniliij  upon  liiii  likr  a  ilirkri's-.  I'  d  It  liini-.i  If 
luniian,  of  the  laic  which  hui  cut  it>ih  otl"  I  roni  thr 
lit  iiial  roiiininnion  which  niakt  •  li.  rh  and  In  a-t  and 
hird  sudiciiiit  unto  thrin-ihi^.  'I"hr  cur-i  of  civilisa- 
tion which  is  thr  fi  ir  of  isolation  laim  upon  liini  as 
if  hi  had  In  rri  in  a  di -■  rt  inland.  lie  wanted  Marv, 
and  he  wantrd  In  i-  pli\  sically  it  that  nionu  iif  id'  horror, 
more  phv>icall_v  than  he  hid  ivr  u  mti  d  In  r  In  ton  . 
]h  wantiil  to  hold  her.  warm  and  swief  and  -liy.  in 
his  arm-,  to  hurv  hi-  faci  in  hi  r  I  i[>.  to  taki  her 
close    to   him.    -o    eloM-    that    horror    wmild    hi     \'ur   e\er 

slmt      out.  \\r      uantiil      to      f.  r|      he|-     ilii  ek     a_;-|!nst      Ills. 

to  hear  Inr  liuskv.  pritiv  \oici    telliii;^  him  tliit    In'  fnii<l 
hi  r  hi  art    rii,dit  up. 

lie  lav  on  tin  hrou n  hianket  and  hr.icki  ii  within 
till'  t(  tit  for  a  while  like  a  hio-  child  af|-aid  of  the 
dark,  and  then,  cotit  rollint,^  hinis.  If,  rose  and  fid  the 
donkiv  and  kindled  a  (ire.  Tin  donkey  w;is  alive 
and  warm  to  the  touch,  the  tii-e  had  sonn  (hinu:  liumin 
ahout  it.  and  his  mood  of  madness  pi^-i  d  at  hist.  Hi- 
m.ade  himself  some  supper.  ;ind  then  flunu,'  hmisi  If  down 
to  sh'i}).  .\iid  the  tint  was  empty  hut  for  his  \i]<^  and 
restless   body. 


(  iiAi'i  r.i{  \\!\ 

AiTKii    Ji     fi  vv     Iioiir-    of    liiiw    >\>v\>    111.     iii-!it     fol- 
low in;;-    her    jiroini^c    lo    Alt.    M.irv    awnki-    to    lniniiiij^ 

llOlll>. 

Slif  could  Mf  till'  scarrdv  dark,  iml  -k.\  IIu'mi^Ii 
a  slit  at  In  r  I.  nl  opdiiii^,  and  lioji.d  Cor  dawn  Ion;; 
l»t  fore  it  arri\ril,  I  hit  >lu'  ini;^lit  fSfa|H>  from  lurxlf 
iiil-i  til,  u..r!.l  of  .i.lioii.  A>  ^non  as  tlir  hir.U  lit<,'aii 
to  cli.iltrr  and  tli.  .|iy  to  li;;littn,  Iht  n  >.tli.ssmss 
drove  lur  ii|i  aiul  out.  1|.  iviidv  Hottoin  was  not  astir 
\,  I.  an. I  altlioiiu,li  It  was  liolit  ^1,,.  nut  srarccly  a  soni 
as  >lif  s.  t  oir.  Slir  ma. If  li.r  wa_v  up  ("on-titiition 
I!  ill,  liio-h  ahovf  I  he  mist  milky  vall.y  ami  sliinino- 
liil-lioiir  tin-  world  Ixiicatli  looked  lik.  ui  .'pal  an. I 
th,  II  ualk..l  .lown  tlh-  fiiril..  r  >i.k'.  >i-arr.  ly  (■:irln.L;-  ^^ll'l^ 
tlinction  >lie  took. 

Sli  •  wondi'red.  n  :i-i  1.  — ly  .ind  t  l:rol)!)in^ly.  if  >lii' 
hid  lu.n  mad  the  eveniiij,'  h.  for..  Hut  h.  r  nason 
.■ippn.s.  .1  n(  what  ~\u-  hi.!  .Ion..  It  w.i-,  li.  r  in-tlnct 
which,  sick.  mil.  V<s.  ^ln'  h.id  <1i.'m  n  th.  only  way 
to  hreak  th.  I  !>■  which  now  .visted  Intween  her  and 
.Vd.'.ni,  and  if  h.  r  Ihsh  shrank  from  the  means,  h.  r  -pint 
nnisf  o;o  hrav.  ly  on. 

'• 'I'hiTi'\  lotv  of  ^aU  have  married  in.  n  what  they 
didn't  lik.  i"  t.iurh  th.ni."  -h.'  thoilfrht.  "  They  f!:ets 
,,i,    all    ri--';t    in    the    .  lul.       Hut    ..li.    I    wi-lie-    it    wasn't 

All'      thouii-h  h.  *-   a   jiood  little  cha}) " 

A-ain  a  kiml  .'f  n.iusea  .seized  her  at  the  thoili,dit  of 
hi>  jM.-s. --i..n  .d'  licr.  She  had  li\.d  c!.'-.-  to  tho 
realiti.'-  of  lif.'.  She  had  sen  w.nn.n  in  th.'  throes 
of   chil.lhivth,   -he   had   w:ilfheil    th.'   y.mtli   of   o;irls   hnf 
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a  Ijtili-  ol-Kr  til  tri  I,,  r-df  f.iilf  in  a  f<  w  voars,  s]u-  liad 
witnt'.ssi'cl  «ci  .<  >  <>t'  liiiilalitv  whicli  ioIiImiI  nuirriii^^c 
of  it>  ^l.unDiii-  for  lur.  And  Vi  t  if  wt"  flu-  int\  italtK' 
put  of  «v(  rv  wom.in;  .tiul  noiit-  who  li.ul  lovnl  fluir 
man  .vcr  look<(l  link,  or  tlioii;^lit  of  lookiii;,'  liark. 
(i\|i~\  wnnitii,  litallliy  to  till'  coi-i  ,  rtiilurr  tin-  lianl- 
.«.lii|i>  tli.ir  MX  is  liiii-  to  iinj^i'iMiiMin^ly  aii<l  |ir(>rrvi' 
tlnir  aliilify  to  smile  and  tlitir  knU  mjoumnt  in  life. 
A  l)aii\  on  oiif  Iii|>  and  a  lioavy  liawkiti!^  I»:i.>k«k  on 
til'-  otliiT.  a  man  to  uork  for  and  cliildri  n  \"  f' '  d  \va^ 
tli.ir  lot.  .and  tli.  y  ronccivid  of  no  otli.  r.  if  il  liail 
li.iii  Adam,  Marv  too.  with  tin-  my>ti  ry  of  wonian'^ 
natntf,  wonld  liavc  rcjoict  d  in  tin-  sacrififc  of  hln  rty 
shr  l)rr.u;,dit.  liim  and  tlu'  jm-iiK  t  nf  li.  arin^'  liis 
clilhlrni  in  j)ain  atid  pridr. 

Uul  li.r  wholr  Muil  r.  IhII.  d  at  the  tliou;,dit  of  tin- 
sacrificf  to  In-  madr  for  a  man  ulio  \\a>  imI  .\ii  iin. 
It  sifkcmd  lur  while  ^lu'  -ttd.d  Inrs.lf  to  it.  She 
thontrht  of  luT  marriaife  in  all  its  naked  tnitli  with  a 
dreadful  fascination.  She  h  ,d  In  I.er  IIm  drn,!  of 
ri'IiiHjuishin^^  maid.  nho..d  inli.n  iit  in  h.r  u  il.l  1>!imii!.  d 
raci'.  the  dr.a.l  \\  hiiii  had  driven  h.r  coii-in  to  IikL 
auav  from  the  man  -he  lov.  d  on  her  w.ddin;;  niij,-ht. 
It  \Va>  primitive,  it  ua<  ln-limti\,.  it  was  snvao;^. 
That  wa-.  whv  she  had  coverriiit.  .1  f.ir  an  inunediate 
marriau'e.      Slu    feand  her  own   in-tin. I . 

Sh.-  had  re/uhed  the  oul>-kirts  ,,f  Toole,  and  cro^-ini; 
a  patrh  of  d.T.  lict  1,^1-01111. 1  h\  a  hriek  kiln  i'nv  tl..-  -ak.' 
ot'  .-calling'  the  road,  f.nnid  lier->.  If  in  a  littl.'  sandy 
vallev  (■over.<l  with  -tiint.il  |)iri.>  which  fae. d  th.'  d.  fo- 
late "moor  hetween  Poole  anil  Hr.vuUt.iIl.'.  I'ew  ever 
cross  this  moor  hut  icyi'-i'--  •'""'  ""  i,"!'.  en  lams  eon- 
veri^inu:  (in  it  wimli  I'art.  r>  u-ed  when  tim.s  were 
otherwiM'  are  h.  ini,'  di-cre.tly  dea.l-.tid.d  hy  f-tate 
a'H'ids   who   iM-t  f(  r   riu;hts  <\i'  wav   to  lap-.'.      In    tnin-   it 
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will  111'  in.nkid  out  into  hiiildiiiLC  lot-,  as  tiic  to.  n 
spn.'uls  itx  II.  .'iiid  |).it!i>  uDiii  hv  ciritiirit  ^  of  u.i vt'arcrs 
« ill   (li-apprar    for  i Acr. 

It   i>  ,i>  if  flic  nil  lanclioly  of  <li>'>ol;iti()n  wcro  already 
upon    it.      l',\tn    on    tlii>    May   uiornin;^.   with    the   i  arly 
>uii     -(  ridiiii^     loni^'    diu  \-     >l!:idous     from     the     -^tuntrd 
pini  s   at    its    vrr;^f.   it    liad    a    look    of   diatli,   despite  the 
hits    liii/./inu;    o\er    the    heatlu  r   and    tlie    larks    >intj;in,i^ 
jieriutnallv   in  the  s'sV  o\(  rlu.ul.      It   was  a  sad-looking 
co'.mtrv;  whole   stretches   of   the  hill>ide  were  whitenid 
hv   foar-e   V(l!o«i>li  ,u.ra-s   or  hlickeiied   hy  fir(^.      Here 
and   thei'e  solitary  and  ni' a!j;re  jiiiies  hroke   the  nionot- 
onv,  or  pal(■he^  of  yellow  nio->   in  w.itery  hottonis  still 
steaming-   uith    (•\  ipoiat  in:j,'   nii>t.      But    the    -ilence   and 
the  >(•(  nt  of  it  hronn'ht  conifort  to  M.'.ry.     She  stretcheil 
iursilf    on     the     piiit-needh  s    at     the    wood\    ed<^e    face 
downu  irds.  and    felt   the  suti   warm  on  her  hack.     There 
was    ah\av>    that    nuich    o()o<l    in    life.    an\how:    always 
jialhs    to    follow,    and    a    -im    to  warm   one,    and    a   wind 
iiio\in:^    in    the    tree-.      No   niarriafjc   rn\ild   chan<;?o   her 
so  that  she  could  not  feel  the  exhilaration  of  these.     Stic 
told  her-elt'  this  in  (K-peration  as  one  clings  to  a  straw 
ot"  comfort. 

It  (lid  not  occur  to  her  that  -he  could  free  I,yddon 
of  the  L;;\psv  inarriao'e  hv  any  other  means  than  that 
she  had  chosen.  I'a-t  ueiurat  ions  had  held  the  i^yp^y 
mai-ria<xe  hindini^  (iiouuh,  and  oidy  ijypsii  s  who  had 
n;ot  relii4;ion  or  had  hii^her  social  ])retensions  than  the 
re-t  married  in  churcli.  Now.  thanks  to  Church  .\rniy 
mi--ioners  and  other  forces  of  civilisation,  the  Church 
niarriaere  was  con-iderid  more  decent,  more  (renteel, 
more  Uindinn".  'Ihe  law  of  the  land  mean-  little  to  a 
race  whieh  spi-nd-  lit"e  in  evadinu'  it  and  re-picts  old 
trihal  custom,  thoun-h  trihal  <ai-tom  he  all  hut  ohsolotc. 
T.vddon    had    once    s])oken     to     .\unt     (ierania    of    the 
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Mi^sinncr  ulio  made  it  lii>  (hit  v.  anuMl  \\i\]\  Mlvrr- 
gilt  riiiL;--<,  t(i  ■>(  I  k  (Hit  the  noni.uU  who  had  not  Miiin^l'.t 
thi'  tihs-ini,^  of  {'hiirch  or  State  on  their  imion  and 
pcr>ua(h  thciii  into  luarria^'e.  Aunt  (ieraiiia  ha.l  >[)at, 
and  th(  I!   rt marked 

*•  It    i)h;t^es   he,    '.nd   does   no   hann   to   tliev."' 

So  that  the  broomstick  niarria<;-e.  lude-s  -.uper^eded, 
was  a  ^r«niiin«'  tie  to  Mary,  and  -he  uanted  nothiiiii; 
to  tie  Adam  to  her  l)iit  their  liap})ie>t  nu  inories  of 
i-acli  oth(r.  Slie  remembered  the  wai'm  I'l  briiary  d.iy 
\vh(  II  thev  had  re^-ted  too;ether  on  the  brow  of  Casth' 
Hill  up  in  the  dear  old  Forest  after  colhct mu;  wood, 
and  liad  looked  out  over  the  valley  and  talked  of  tlie 
odd  feelino-  that  sprinfr  brinf?s  with  it.  And  the  ni^dit 
upon  which  instinct  liad  brou^lit  her  to  him  in  Verely 
Wood,  i'.nd  they  had  o;one  liack  too;ether  across  the 
moor,  liis  liand  tioht  on  h.T  arm:  iiothiiii^  could  rol) 
her  of  that,  either.  She  remembered  each  moment  of 
their  companionship  as  a  mortal  vem<inl)ers  dealing!; 
with  a  go(\.  He  was  not  of  lier  world  or  her  f)eoj)le. 
Yet  lie  had  loved  her  ;md  made  lier  olorious  thoTi^li 
nshnmod.  She  buried  lier  face  in  the  ])ine-n(cdles. 
Now  and  here  was  her  parting;  with  him. 

"  I  won't  never  think  of  him  ao;ain  like  this,"'  she 
half  whispered  to  the  aromatic,  f  rii  ndly  eartli ;  "  s"up 
me  Duvvel.  Yer  am  I.  ^'oin"  to  ix  t  married  to  my 
mush,  and  still  thinkin"  of  yer,  Adam.  Lord  I  how  I 
wants   vcr " 

She  lay  perfectly  still,  until  tlie  sun  on  her  back 
prow  hotter,  the  shadows  shorter.  She  sat  up  at, 
Icii.pth.  and  brushed  ofF  the  ants  wliieh  had  crept 
inquisiti\elv  on  to  her  elothino;.  and  ;i-ot  up  resolutdy. 
Wlien  she  -,rot  to  the  brie'k  l<ihi  -he  drew  (Uit  a  packet 
of  Woodbines  from  her  })odice.  and  a  box  of  matches. 
and    lit    lurself    a    cigaretti,    dashing    a. .ay    the    tears 
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tli.tt  Ijiimni.*!  over  1m  r  tvcs  with  a  rrsolufe  and  >]ial)l)y 

"  M;mi!,\"s  hi-IiiiTil  oi.ray  tin'  i>:mi 
Willi   iny   ItiiiiKiiiy  r;ik!; 
I  i|.::i\-   iil'.iii.'  '1    m.ni'ly. 
W  !i;it    :i    kii-!ill    I'it    i.f   k.l 
Mtiii.ly   uill   I'l 
Aiiiii.L'  I'l  my   i;iiiii;iiiy  i-.ikli  "  '  — 

,li,.    liuniiiird.    uith    CaKr    -ai.ty.       A     >oh    rose    ill    hvT 
tliroat.   iiiihiilil.  ii.   Ntupidlv. 

"  Dop't  111'  a  !)(>ri  f.M.r.  ■'  slif  a|)(:>tr(i|)lns((i  licr- 
srlf  an.nrily,  aii.l  niuat-.l  I  la-  <  lal  of  tl.f  chorus 
(lo^'i^fdly — • 

■•  \\li:,1    ;i    kll-liti    'lit    nf    krl 
Maiulx'Il    111 
.\|..iii:  (if  my  ll'iinaiiy  r;ikli." 

'M)o"s  tliat  siiii^nn'i' "  a^krd  one  workman,  who  liad 
ju^l-  arriv.d  at   thr  kihi.  of  aiioth.r. 

••  Can't  yon  »>•?  One  of  tlu m  -^yp^y  lot  down  in 
H.av.idv  Hottoni.  Thrvr  ^hc  .uocs,  Miiokin'  like  a  man. 
I  d  llk.'to  have  the  lot  of  'tin  luirnt  ont  like  emmot.s ! 
A   roUL;h  lot.  thty  be!  " 

She  went  hack  towards  tlie  camp,  fomid  til.  world 
astir  at  la^t.  and  h," -tened  lest  she  mioht  miss  the 
oth.r  tlower-sellers  when  they  Mt  off  for  the  nursery 
.r.ird.ns.  In  tlii^  char  inornin,i,^  lit;-ht  slie  dreaded 
meet  in"'  Alf.  Cheerfulne-s  was  abroad:  tlure  was 
the    scnnichit',!;-    of    cart-wheels    alon.u:    the    road,    men 

•■  Pni    t'>   !"■    tr;\ti-|">rt<'il 
Willi  mv  i;.iiii;itiy  f-'irl. 
'rr;ni-]"iv!r(l  ii\i  r  tl'"  watrr. 
\\  IkiI    a    -I'l'M     it    will   '"• 
Ali'iiLT  witli  my  ll'in  oiy  ;:irl.'" 
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\vlii.«,tliii^  as  tlu'V  wdit  to  work,  cocks  crowm.i;-.  smoke 
iiri^itiir  t'i'Diii  countless  cliinnicv.-"  all  tin.  ^lad  imi^c  ot 
the  world  hco-inniii^  its  >iiiiiinir  ilny. 

IJut  licr  i'car.s  wcic  not  rcaliMil.  Alt'  Stacc  was  still 
ahid,  and  she  found  herself  just  in  time  for  the  >tart. 
Julia  was  sittin<r  on  the  .-.teii>  of  lu  r  \an  suckliii^^  the 
hahv;  the  pretty  Wliite  ;j;\vU,  dirk,  lau<;liin^'  and  in 
niornin;^-  s|)irit>,  were  numchiii^  hrea<l-.iii(l-l)utter  with 
her,  their  l)a>kets  hoide  them,  before  >ettini4-  out  to 
pui-chase  their  wares.  Mary  was  handed  a  cup  of 
long-brewed  tea  and  a  piece  of  bread-and-butter  like 
the  rest.  This  mornin^;;  Julia's  face  was  llu>!u(l  with 
lualth  and  sleep  and  was  cheerful,  w'ile  the  baby  fe<l 
as  if  its  mother's  milk  contented  it.  In  lu  r  baskt't 
were  some  flowers  saved  over-nioht  in  water,  fresh 
enough  to  pass  mustir  for  the  day's  market.  Julia  had 
found  an  old  basket  for  Mary  to  use. 

Such  a  chatter  there  was  among  the  mag])ie  lot  of 
tlu'in !  Leah  Sander>  had  chingtied  with  her  man 
the  night  l;efore,  and  he  had  taken  a  stick  to  her  and 
koored  ln'r  cruel.  ("'And  he  give  Ik  r  a  -well  fur 
chochta  [cloak]  at  Ka-tt  r  the  la>i  time  he  koored 
lur.")  One  girl  declared  >he  wouldn't  mind  getting 
beaten  if  her  nni>h  was  to  give  her  a  liancUonio 
present  to  make  up  for  it!      Hadn't   .Mary   luanl   I-eah 

liollerin'f' 

Marv  was  glad  that  the  women  km w  nolhing  yet 
of  lu'r"  promi>e  to  Alf.  She  was  rallied  about  the 
time  >he  had  spent  with  him  on  the  hill,  however, 
but    slu'    managed    to    jiai'ry    iiue-tion-    and    chaff    with 


ease. 


Then  the  healthy,  laughing  throng  slunildep d  their 
baskets  and  >et  oif  up  the  hill  towanK  the  tramway, 
Julia's  baby  >ettli-.g  it^lf  to  >!eep  in  her  sha-Al.  Tht. 
conductor  "greeted    them   joeoxly,   and    wa>,    ri  ady    for 
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tlicir  chaff;  lu'  l<n<w  most  of  tin  tn  hy  naiiio  and  'i''  <'f 
tlicm  t)V  -iolit.  .Marv,  too,  fVlt  li;4lit.  r-hi  arUd.  The 
iiHutin^r  wltli  Alt"  that  >hr  lia<l  dnadid  was  put  off 
ayaiii  hv  sonic  hour-,  and  the  npritvi'  \va>  more-  than 
bhc'  had  hoprd. 


CHAPTKR  XXV 


Ai.K    Stack    walkrd    slowly    into    I  It  avciiiv    Hottoni    at 
seven    o'clock,    oiilv    to    find    that     Marv    liad    i,n)ii>     ofF 
with    the   fiowi  r-sellt  rs.       In    the    .sohn-tr    hours    of    the 
niorninf^  the  little  j)iinili>,t">   hrain.   unclondcd  hv   drink 
and   clurified   by    his    passion    for    Marv,    had   he^iin    to 
work  in  a  manner  which  had  not  tended  to  till  him  with 
tile  triumph   of  the  successful   wooer.      'J'here   had   heen 
something-  fjucer   aSrut    Mary's   hthaviour   the   previous 
cvenin<r,    whicli    was    not    ro    he    accounted    for    hv    licr 
(juarrel  with  her  father  alone.     After  her  maddi  ninu,-  iti- 
diirereiice  to  liim.  her  sudden  acce])tancr  of  him  and  her 
eu<^t.Tiuss   for  an  early  wi'ddln;^  was  eiiou<.^li  to  set  any 
man's  jealous  suspicion  atlame.     Douhts  hej^an  to  rankle 
in  his  nund.      Was  there  a  sinister  and  piessin<r  reason 
for  her  desire  to  he  married  at  once.'  he  askrd  himself, 
with  (leipeiu'n<^-  <j,'loom.      It  would  not  he   the  first   time 
that    a     fj,"irl     had     stiatclied     at     one     -uitor    to     >hiild 
herself   from   the  consiMpiencts   of   her   love   for  another 
man.       His    face    and    forehead    flushed,    and    his    fists 
clenched   at  the   evil  su^'/rcstion.      Then   he   wiped   away 
the     swfat     of     his     thought     from     his     lirou,     in     the 
resolution   to    tell    .Mary   outriy;ht    of   his   sus})ieio!is.   so 
that    she    mi<rht    herself   disj)il    tluni.      .\nd    yet — what 
woman,  and    above   all   of   ^vjjsv    hlood.   i\er    told    the 
truth  when   it   was  vital   to  her   to  lie:"      L.i   t   ni^ht,  she 
liad  said  there  was  no  otln  r  man.     She  mii;ht  or  mij^ht 
not  liJive  been  speaking-  the  truth. 

He  rememliered  I.yddon  with  suspicion,  and  the  talk 
tliat  lie  liad  o;atlien<l  about  him  and  Mar'..  He  would 
let  Marv  know  that  he  wa>  not  to  be  bef'och  d.     He  hid 
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no  iniiid   to  father  a  Ijrat    that   was  not  lii>  own.      Vet — • 
what    (vidt  iicf    hail    In  r      Oiilv    \nv   ^traiinf    li,i->tc    to   hv 

married.      She  nii,nht    he  >trai;.i,ht   enoii^-h      and   vi-t 

He   h)itcre(l   iniMiahly   ahoiit    in   the   .>nndiiiie.   iinalilc 

fo  Nolve  llis  OHll  (loul)t>  and  t'e.ll^.  Then  he  (■lll->e(l 
hiiii>e!r  for  a  fooh  Hi-  onlv  mean-  of  fiiidin;;-  out  would 
lie  to  lind  xMiie  of  the  'rhomt  _\  hi  11  [Hople  and  (jiK>lion 
til, 111  a^  to  Marv'-^  recent  «loin;j,>  and  de.din^s.  He 
kiKW  that  -onu-  of  the  Thoriievhill  wonn  ii  came  as  f.ir 
us  Jioscomlie  to  >tll  theii-  llo\\(  r>.  he  knew  the  pulihc- 
liou>e  uhire  thev  uMially  ^topind  for  a  midday  Jiint 
of  h.er:  ma\he  if  he  wtiit  that  w.iy  h.'  \'\\'^\\[  incounter 
one  of  them  and  hear  the  truth,  a-  far  as  tridh  is  ever 
to  he  <,n)t  from  a  didakai,  uho  i  an  ne\ir  ;;ive  a  >trai^ht 
ari>\\(r  to  a  straight   (juiv^tion. 

On  the  im|)ulM'  of  the  moment  he  set  otF  towards 
liournemouth.  alon^'  the  valley  which  >kirts  'J'alhot 
Wood>  .iiid  vmU  in  the  (iarden-,  .after  iis  raM-^r,,!  he- 
o-iiHiin;^-  in  Heavenly  Hottom.  He  had  the  instincts()f 
Tlu-  huHv  and  rou-h,  hut  he  prided  himself  on  cunnin-; 
and  knowled.i^n.  of  the  world.  It  w,>>  a  heller  plan  to 
(jUe>tion  till'  K^P'".'^'  Ai'"''"-  '''"'"  'I'horneyhill  than  to  ask 
Marv,  he  thoii^ht  uith  increasini;  self-s;itisfai't  i.^n  as 
he  walk((l  alon"-.  with  a  trace  of  swau<;-er  that  came 
of  his  ])ri/e-fi,L;htin<i-  stock,  hi.  caj)  ])udied  hick  from 
his  hair,  his  neck-tie   fastened   raki>hly. 

He  came  at  last  into  the  Siiuare.  where  the  pros- 
perous hiart  of  the  waterino--place  Ixat.  rr.tly  i-irls 
of  the  well  (lre>-.e(l  cla-s  youiii>-  nuti  with  the  fa-hion- 
;d)le  st<iop  of  the  year,  pK  asant-f  ac(  d  parM.n-.  well- 
to-do  old  lidii-  with  their  comp.anions:  all  the  world 
to  whom  middle-cla>>  comfort  i>  a  matter-()f-coursc, 
crowded  the  pav.nieids,  or  .u'ot  in  and  out  of  the  trams. 
Alf  ir;i/ed  at  them  with  the  va^-ue  lial  red  of  liIs  kind 
i'or    ''  swelU."    and    while    paUNin.i;-    somewhat    aindes-Iy 
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on  the  korh  \n-  l)rrariic  nwurc  of  an  .'iltircatioii  lutwccn 
u  policeman  aiul  a  womaii  wIiom'  iarriii<^-,  and  impty 
baski't  proclaimed  litr  a  liawkcr.  I'o  iii<l"T  liv  tin- 
aiiiusrd  fXj)ris>ion  of  the  few  idlci-^  who  utic  lookiii<r 
on,  tliL"  policeman  was  ^tttini^  tlic  uor^t  of  the  ar^ni- 
ment.  Alf.  with  the  instinct  of  the  loaf.r,  went  up  to 
the  little  ^^Toiip,  hut  it  iiiiltol  a^  he  ap|)|-oaelieil  it; 
the  woman  settled  her  shahhy  hat,  and  the  policeman, 
with  an  air  of  lofty  detachment,  returned  to  his  po^t 
hy  the  lamp-post.  Findin;r  heist  If  facint,^  Alf,  the 
woman  addressed  him. 

''  Moving  me  on  when  I  wasn't  standiiiir  ^till.  ;ind 
askin'  me  for  me  licence  win  ii  1  'adn't  iiothin^f  in  mv 
basket  to  sell!  What  I  puts  in  my  l)a>k.  t  or  what  I 
takes  out  of  it's  notliin'  to  'im.  I  was  on  nn'  way,  I 
telled  him,  to  buy  a  pretty  little  sprin<r  chicken  and  a 
nice  bottle  of  stout  to  take  back  with  me,  and  invited 
him  to  come  to  supf)er  with  me  to-nii^ht,  to  have  a 
.slice  off'  the  breast  of  the  dear  little  bird;  but.  Lord 
love  us,  the  nuisli  was  too  proud  to  haccept  of  the  poor 
gypsy-woman's    invit.ition  !  " 

Alf,  the  only  bein^  who  still  stood  to  listen  to  her 
peroration,  stared  at  her  lean  and  sunburnt  face  with 
contimptuous  familiarity. 

"Why,  it's  ol.l   Mother  Cooper!" 

She  looked  at  him  keenly. 

"  Cooper's  my  name,  and  .Mrs.  befon 
who  speak  civil  and  ^nnteel.  youn^  man 
you!  Dordi.  dordi !  You're  the  nnish  what  tjot  fi^htin' 
with  the  ^aujo  rye  u[)  at  Neacroft  r.ices.  I  yeerd  all 
about  it  from  they  Jeff  i^als." 

"  Wish  I'd  done  for  him,"  replied  the  youn^r  man 
sulkily. 

She  j>aused  a  moment  beside  him.  her  li^"ht-bhie  eves 
full  of  sudden  thought  and  cunning. 
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"Coiur  into  the  ^Mi'di  ii>  ;i  iiiimitr,"  >\\v  »;ii(l  con- 
fid,  nt  i,i!l_v.  "Now  1  [\huI>  of  it.  1  w.iiiIkI  to  iiictl 
Voii."  Slic  laid  .1  l)ii)\Mi  li-uid  oil  hi>  anil.  "  I  can't 
'stand  tallsin"  yw  or  Hir  laHallv  ol.i  iiio>kli  r  '11  1«  1  nic." 

"What   voti  uant.-"  said  lii'  iiuKlv. 

*•  Com.'  "on,    my    diar,    Tvc    m)iiu  tliiii--    pi-rtickKr    to 

sav   to  voii, 

llv  lK;;an  to  follow  li.  r  rductaiitly.  hut  undir  the 
sjxll  of  lit  r  iii_v.>t(  lioii-  voice  and  niaiiiuT. 

"  1  can  str  in  your  mind,  hick  of  them  lycs  of  yours, 
.•iiid  what  I  >.c>"i-  troulilr."  she  unit  on,  keeping'  Ikt 
magnetic  j^n/.v  fixed  on  his  low.rin;,^  face  -  \  ou'vc 
hirn  vexed  ill  vour  mind  ahoiit  somi>  one  I  could  tell 
vou  MHiuthin,--  of  if  1  had  the  u  idi  to.  iiiy  dear."  ^^ 

*'  I  ain't  <,n)iir  to  i^ive  you  nothin'  for  your  rul)l)ish, 
said  he  siispiciouslv,  han^in<;  hack. 

She    forced    him    fo-wani,   and    a^r^inst    hi.    own    will 

he  sat   down   hoide   lur  on   on.'   of  the  municipal   seats. 

'•  Keep    vour    money    for    tlieiii   as    ii>ks    for    it,"    she 

said  pleasantlv. 

Then  she  cast  u  furtive  nlance  around  the  ffirden. 
N.^  .me  was  vi^hle,  except  an  unemotional  nurse-maul 
in  uniform  on  the  next  seat,  an  old  j^reutl.man  pursiun<r 
his  l.isunly  way  alon-"  the  path,  and  some  children 
plavitm-  noisilv   in  the  ^-ra-s. 

'-  Kuhliisb.  vou  calls  it  !  W.ll,  I'm  n<.t  -om  to  ,<rive 
vou  anv  witchcraft  now.  thouoh  there's  thmi^s  I  could 
tell  vou  as  would  astonish  ymi.  my  dear,  as  it  astoni>he.s 
the  mntlefolks  as  a-l<s  me  to  their  houses  on  purpose  to 
hear  what  1  -ot  to  say.  '  A-k  Charlotte,'  they  says 
and  puts  their  hands  int.i  their  pockets  and  draws  out 
the  monev.  I.a<lies  and  lords  have  come  to  mo,  no 
les.  Hut"  to  vour>elf  I  sav  '  No,  Hint's  not  <roo<l  .•nou<;li 
for  him,  truth  an<l  fact  i^  what  he  wants.'  You  treat 
me  tatcho.  and  I'll  treat  you  tatcho." 
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"  Ver.  wliat  dVoii  u,nit  to  trll  unr  "  Ir.  asked 
truciiKiitlv. 

She  (li(i|)p,.,l  Iki-  ininciiin-  maniu  r,  and  >j).)kf  in  a 
low    voiit. 

'•  V(»u  don't  likr  that  bl.  ^^^•d  <raiijo  we  was  spiakin' 
of,"  shf  said.  "  J  I,-  wa.  aft.r  tlir  nal  voii  fancird  for 
ViT^df.  Vou  n.fdn't  look  at  \uv  like  "that,  inv  dear, 
th.y  .)vtY  ovds  t.lhd  inc  all  about  it,  and  what 
happtnid  at  Ntacroft  tlir  dav  vou  and  iiim  ffjuo-ht  up 
then.."  *    *  "         ' 

What's  that  to  your  "  he  f^rpowKd.  ••  I  kno(k(d  his 
dirty  Vad  for  him,  and  'ud  do  it  a-^^ain  if  I  wa-,  to 
come  acrost  him." 

"  It's^  nothin'  to  inc."  s],,.  rcpliid.  "Only,  thou-,di 
you  ain't  a  traveller,  you  bin  aliout  with  travellers  and 
knows  our  ways.  That's  why  I'm  takin'  the  trouble  to 
be  sittin'  yer  with  you,  and  a-tillin'  vou  som.thin'  vou'll 
like  to  h.ar." 

"  \  ou  can  tell  me  sonuthin'  I  wants  to  *rar  if  vou 
likes,"  said  Alf  brutally.  *"  What  do  thev  sav  ab'out 
'im  and  Mary  James  up  at  Thormyiiill .-  "  " 

"Ain't  you  liv.d  lon-r  enoun^h  yet  to  know  tiiat  what 
they  says  is  mostly  lies.'"  she  answered  seornfuHv. 
'•  What  they  saijs  ain't  worth  much,  I  <roi,s  bv  whi'it 
I  knows." 

"What  do  you  know?''  he  .isked,  moisteninff  his 
heavy  li})s  with  his  t()n<^-iU'  to  ease  their  drvi    -s. 

"That "   sh.'  j)au>ed,   and    then   stated   the   truth 

in  a  form  complimentary  to  her  lieanr,  "  that  he  wanted 
to  marry  her,  and  slie   run   off  and  ^n've  him   the  slip." 

"  lie  wanted  to  marry  her.-  "  he  repeated  incred- 
ulously. 

"  Yes,  my  (kar,  I  (rive  you  God's  oath  upon  it, 
Money  and  di'ments  he  had  to  ^ive  her,  but  off  she 
went,    showed    him    the    heel    of    her    boots,    arul    neve:- 
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X,    nui.li    :is    .'i    thank    yoti."      .Mi->.    Coopi.*     draiimtic 
i^f(>tiiit    iDiiipK  f' (I   li>r   piiturt. 

Ill-   .Ir.u.k    ill    the    il.itt.ry,   .in.l    tli.    Waliii    >t<)lr    into 
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"So    that    wa>    why    >hc    cniiir   olf   yci,"    lie    i\flailiieil 

hloulv. 

'•  V.)n  M.n  her,  Wuur  "  a^kr.l  Cliarlolt.  .  Ihv  pr.lx' 
(liiickid.d.  hut  >hi  vsas  can  ful  not  to  h  t  ray  hir 
ta}^(  rni  >s. 

•' Slu*s    u{)    ah)iio:    uitli    .luha     White    .'t     liiav.nly 

llottoni." 

(■harh)tti-   coiu'calrd   tu  r  juljihition.      Il<rf   was    lurk 
Mich    as    she    had    not    liop*«l    i«'i-,    thou;,di    she    had    ii 
strono-   lulicf    in    her   own    hicky    instinct>.      Her    oidy 
..hj.crin   talkin^r  to  Alt',  ha.l  hem   t<.  Mt   hnn  wafchu.f,' 
\\n-    Marv    in    Hournciuoulh ;  hut    l)y    u    \nrvv    ot    unex- 
aniph-.l  --ood  fortune,  she  had  hit  instead  upon  the  very 
pi.ci'  ot'liiforniation  slie   u  as   >,.kin^^   for.      She   had   a 
super>titiou>  h<lief  in   herself,  and   for  the  moment   she 
v.rilv  hehev.d   that  her  <.wn  occuH    power>   had  le.l  tier 
to  a«"ldle>s   Alf,  an.l  so  learn  what   >he  had  wished.       1  he 
„„.nev  T.v.ldon  had  promised  her  se.  uud  to  materialise 
before  her  eyes.      For  Alt'  and  hi>  wi-lies  .he   cared   not 

"'she  (,u.stion..l  him  adroitly,  ami  drew  out  of  him 
the  st..rv  of  Marv's  fli-ht  from  servitude,  whicii  tick  e«l 
,,,,  i.nnui.Mlv.  It  (Kli-hted  her  to  think  of  the  d.s- 
nnv  of  Mi-s"  I'rice  wlun  she  should  hear  ot  it.  Her 
victim.  .Irawn  on  hy  sympathy  and  flattery,  wont  on  to 
t,.ll  lur  the  more  serious  news  that  he  was  ,iroin<r  to  put 
the  hanns  up   f<.r   Mary   and  himself. 

^he  conuratulate.l  him  warndy,  and  truve  him  the 
i.npn-.sion'that  she  thoun!,t  Mary  a  lucky  -,rl  It 
,nde,l  in  a  drink  at  a  i.uhlic-house  and  in  mu  ual  satis- 
,     .•   .        Af-.     r.yr.,.,.,-   i.-.rted    from   him   witli   a   volu- 
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y  incrciMii  nv  tin  )j;lt>\\  mdiHdl  \>\  >[iint>  am 
water,  luif  s\\r  ua>  care  I'til  not  to  .  \.r.  d  tlir  limiiKU 
of  sohrit  ty.  for  >|ic  ii.kIkI  all  li.  r  s,  mm  >  if  >lic  Wiir 
to  earn  the  tiv>  poumj,  tliat  had  Ix  i  ii  proiiiiMcl  to  lur. 
Ilcr  111  \t  iiio\c  iiiii^t  he  to  s.  !■  Mary,  and  to  int.r\iiw 
licr  at  all  co^ts  In  fore  she  iii<  t  Alf  a;,r,,in.  Slir  ^||Olll- 
(Un'il  her  l)a>l\<t  and  niad(  litr  way  ii|)  the  siitinv  .>.tnrt 
full  of  ind;  fi>ioii,  an-'  trii>tiiiir  in  h.  i-  Nirann;,-  lirain  to 
one  of  tho-c  in>[)in(i  ini|)ulM>  which  so  oftin  ^tood  lur 
in  ^'ood  stead  in  In  r  ha[>lia/ard  lif(    of  villainv. 

She  had  lontr  aire,  ceaNcd  to  wondi  r  at  the  ^trano-e 
vairarKs  of  human  nalur"'.  or  >lie  woidd  have  found 
food  for  .astoni^hnu  tit  in  M  iry'>  throw  in;^  over  l.vd- 
dnn  for  Alf.  Mary  loved  I.yddon  and  ran  from  him; 
Lyddon  was  the  hetter  match  yt  t  ^he  had  promisid  to 
marry  Alf.  'I'lu  re  seemed  no  po>>ilile  reason  for  smh 
behaviour,  hut  Mr--.  Cooper  sul)>i>t(d  on  lur  wit^  ,ind 
her  knowl((l<re  of  the  kiIll^^  and  weaknesses  of  which 
mort;d  man  is  coin|)o>«il.  and  -he  knew  that  reason 
constitutes  ;i  ne;,dif^nl)le  factor  in  a  iove-atfair  lik( 
Mary's.  As  for  .\lf.  >he  di->mi>'>ed  him  conteiiiptuou>l v 
enouirh  as  a  fool,  and  an  uncivil  Cool  at  that.  Mrs. 
Cooper  was  as  ^reat  a  -tickler  for  niaiiiK  rs  as  the 
veriest  duchess,  and  she  never  forgot  or  for^a^c  .-in 
incivility,  just  as  she  never  fori^ot  those  who  tnaied 
her  courteously.  Lyddon,  apart  from  his  soven  i<rn>, 
would  have  lieeti  in  her  favour  for  that  alone.  Thou^^li. 
with  her.  ffratitiide  min-ht  he  said  to  take  the  literal 
form  of  n  lively  sense  of  favours  to  come,  it  wjis  ha-ed 
on  <femiine  .vannth  of  fe(  lini,'.  'I'his  old  va^'atjond, 
whose  liand  was  against  evi  ti  her  own  kin<l.  hid  an 
intense  and  hitter  pride  wJiidi  kept  Ik  r  m  If-rofjectirii,' 
and  dignified.  Ch,irlot:e  Cooper  had  a  whole-oiiii'  i nn- 
tiiiipt  for  till'  maiority  of  mankind,  and  would  have 
acrroed    with    Carlyle    that    (Ireat    IJritain    was    mainlv 
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j)<)|)iil;itc  (I  uith  fnoK.  If  IImIi'  follv  wa^  prufitalili  to 
in  r,  and  i  iiali'' d  lur  to  li\i  in  tlic  iii  uiiH  r  in  which  >lii' 
h  III  I  li  (  ti  (I   to  h\i  .  -o  niiK  !i   t  hi'  Ik  t  ti  r. 

She  (Irliit.  I  a  litlli  uilliiii  IhImH"  as  to  «li(tli.r 
-he  should  -Ilk  Maiv  out  on  lur  rounds  at  Christ- 
church.  Hut  it  was  proMiiii  at  ir  as  to  wluthrr  she 
would  (ind  h.  I-.  and  she  had  .dnadv  walkid  many  luih  s. 
She  ill  ridi  d  to  loitrr  aliout  tin  nardrns  and  -(  a-t'ront 
till  the  aCti  riioon.  and  thin  ^o  to  Heavenly  Hottom. 
'I'lu  re  was  no  hurry.  In  f  oranddau^hli  r  would  i^uii'd 
fhr  littjr  t.tit  in  till-  hollirs  nidil  she  ri  turned  to  it. 
She  disJilsKJ  the  town  heartily,  and  never  c.inie  into  it 
iiidess  she  were  forri  d.  There  were  hitter  ways  of 
livini:  than  hawkiny;  flowers  .■md  [no;,  .ihout  the  streets: 
(•amino-  (is.,  pounds  hy  your  wit-,  for  e\;iiiiple! 
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Tm;  third  morn  in;,'  -iiici  AF.iiv's  .li>:i|t|i.  ,ir  iiic  diwnrd 
In  flic  .iiciiiiiiiaiiiiih  tit  of  ;i  fiiir  lain  and  :i  cold  wind. 
M.iv  had  pluytd  at  diilir  hni;^^  (  non;4;h  ;  now  >hc  n  veiled 
♦"  ApriL  Diiiin;,^  the  iiiifht  a  ^.aini-t  hid  crept  up 
from  the  coa>t  and  >pn  id  iiil.iiiil,  and  -in  th.  inonuni^ 
ihf  ini^t  turned  into  a  d.ri//h'  cd'  rain.  Souk  how  I,v<l- 
don  <hd  not  I'l  .  I  hi>  nerv«>s  ,'it  so  t.  ii-e  .a  pitch  .'is  he 
h.id  (huie  the  day  hi  fore.  The  >^ri  v  liyht.  the  rain 
soft  ;is  ;i  caress,  the  >il\(r  -ihtice  uluch  n  pi  ici  d  the 
hum  and  hii//  (,f  the  ;;-oh|rii  \(>ttri!  ,,  ua>  more  in 
fU'cord  uith  his  moixh  The  donkey  -tood  under  the 
.shelter  of  the  enclosure,  its  hide  s|ii<rj_,-v  ,ind  u,t.  its 
tars  droopiiiLT,  the  pine>  and  (iis  and  spruces  of  the 
enclo.sMre  stood  motionless  in  the  ^-n  v  luist  of  r.iin,  the 
colour  of  the  moor  heynnd  tlu  marl  pits  had  disap- 
peared. There  «as  no  hhii'  disfince.  onlv  th.e  s(d't 
hori/on  of  stoopinij  chiuds.  hreist  to  lireast  with  the 
liiather. 

I-yddon  had  ^routi  to  iove  tin  rain  since  he  had  livid 
the  forest  lifi',  .ahove  .all  when  it  uas  in  this  gentle 
humour.  Indeed,  rain  is  more  depr(  s,in(_r  to  thi  house- 
(Iweller  than  to  Ihe  teiit-dw  a  IKr.  I'rovid.d  that  Ik  aw 
rainfalls  do  not  <loo<i  him  out-  .and  ,i  i^vps\  chooses  his 
ground  too  ch  verly  for  that  to  happen  often  -there  is 
little  Imrdshij)  in  the  rain.  To  \m  t  clolhes  and  wet  feet 
ho  is  inured,  rheumatism  does  not  thr.atin  his  healthy 
body,  colds  are  unknown  to  him. 

So  aft(  r  Lyddoii  had  lut  enouuh  fur/i  tops  and 
chnppi'd  them  with  his  >pade  for  the  doiikev.  he  stavid 
within  his  tent.  \v, at  chine;-  the  hia\  y  s'  i"ke  curl  up  from 
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tlic  (laiii|)  wood  in  his  fire-trav  urul  that  of  his  own 
})i|)t',  ])ossis>((l  \)\  a  (|iii(-.c(  lu'i'  ot*  spirit  horn  of  th<.' 
Z^n't  V  t  lu'haiitnicnt   at   the  rain. 

Hut  his  heart  Kapt  siiddcnlv  wlicn  he  saw  Alhis 
])!■(  riri;^  in  at  the  opcnin*:;  of  ids  tint.  He  had  left 
a  rcfpiot  with  thf  Jeffs  to  hrin/^  him  word  if  they  heard 
iinvthintf  of  .Mary.  Vet  Alius,  her  untidy  liair  plas- 
tered elo>e  to  her  stranj^e  little  invc  hy  the  ilanij),  had 
no  apjj'.arance  of  hein^'  more  than  a  casual  visitor. 

"  Hullo, "*  said  she  succinctly. 

"Hullo,'"   he  answered.      "Come   in." 

She  did  so.  pu>lH(l  a  danip  strand  of  hair  out  of  her 
eves,    and    settled    lurxlf   on    the   su^ar-hox 
'   "Well.-"  said  he. 

"  Well ""    echoed    Allus. 

He  waited  for  Ik  r  to  ])roc(  ed.  She  exhumed  a  dirty 
hujT  of  ;,(i<|-dro})s  from  a  pocket  in  her  skirt,  untwisted 
its  mouth,  and  held  it  out  to  Lyddon  in  silence.  Ho 
ri'fused   tlie   <rift   with   thanks. 

"  Did  your  mother  send  you.''  "  he  asked. 

"  No,''  replied  Allus.  "  I  comed  hy  myself,  because 
I  wanted  to  see  yer." 

His  fliekir  of  hope  was  e\tin<;uished.  There  was 
a  lirlef  silence,  duriiifi:  which  Allus  could  he  heard  suck- 
iiiLj  an  acid-drop  meditatively. 

''  Do  vou  k/iow  who  <i"ive  nie  them  sweets.''  "  she  said 
lioarstiv   and   ('ramaticaUy. 

"  No." 

"  Marv  did." 

"  Mar /I?  " 

She  nodded.  ''  Yes.  .\n'  she  ijive  me  somethin'  for 
vou.  and  said  (jive  you  her  love."  With  a^^ravatin^f 
dclihi  ration  the  chikl  put  her  hand  a-^ain  into  her  skirt 
;md  drew  out  a  small  packet,  sticky  from  contact  with 
the  .->\\eets. 
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lie  opt-md  it  (juickly.  and  saw  tlic  two  rin^s  lu-  had 
^nvcn  Mary.  He  >tan<l  at  tlieiii  a  nioiiiciit  without 
.sj)fakin<r,  then  thrust  them  into  his  pocket  and  trripned 
Alius  s  arm. 

"  Where  did  you   see  her.'" 

"  Le<r(^r,),"'  s,aid  Alius,  wriirM;lin^r,  "you're  squeezin' 
my  arm!  I  seen  h.r  yesterday.  Mother  and  Km'lv 
^'ot  a  lift  in  Ahrai;;  i'id^rclcy^  cart  to  ('hri>teliureri, 
and  lie  jays  to  me,  •  (■oiiie  ajon^  too,  Allii>.'  he  says, 
so  I  ridded  up  heyind,  and  we  w.nt  into  Chri-tchureli." 

'•  (io  on,"  said  lie  impatiently,  as  .Alius  j)auscd. 

"  I  am  a-^oin'  on.  llnriy  went,  on  into  Southhoiirne, 
and  mother  took  me  alor<^  with  her.  She  was  callin' 
at  one  of  them  'ouses  up  a^ain>t  the  railway  hridiri — 
you  knows — when  I  seen  .Mary,  with  a  basket  of  flowers 
on  her  arm,  comin'  alon^-  the  street." 

"  With  a  basket  of  flowers  on  her  arm!  "  he  repeated 
incredulouslv-      •'  Why,  she's  in  serviee." 

"  No,  she  ain't,  tli'en.     She's  hawkin'." 

"  I  low  do  you  knowr"  " 

"She  telled  mt .  She  saiil.  '  Corno  round  tlio  earner 
ver,  (piiek.  Alius,  and  don't  tell  yer  mam  yi^'ve  seen  me. 
("ome  alonjT  sharp,'  she  savs;  'I've  somethin'  to  irive 
you.'  " 

She  paused  a<rain  purposely,  enjoying  lier  listener's 
impatience. 

"Oh,  <ret  on  with   it.  you  little  drvil!" 

"  Slu'  telled  me  she'd  runncd  ofl'  from  the  place  where 
she  was.  And  she  said  she  was  livin'  up  a^f'in  Hournes- 
niouth  now,  and  that  she  was  ^oin'  to  <r<t  married.  She 
said,  ^nve  you  her  love,  and  she  did  them  fawnies  up 
in  a  j)iece  of  paper  and  tied  them,  and  said  j)ut  them 
in  my  putsy,  and  she  t;!-  ;iie  threepence.  'I'hat's  what 
I  ffot  them  acid-drops      .th." 

He  stared  at  her  a  iiionunt   in  silence,  and  .Mlus  was 
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soiiicwliat   (Iis;ij)|)oiiitt.(l  with  tlic   result  of  litr  mission. 
"  I>  that  all  >ho  .said?  "  hv  askid  at  Kiirfth. 
"  Sill'     iiiadr     iiif     pr<)iiii>t'     on     my     dad'.-?     hand     I 
wouldn't   say   nothin'  to  no  ouv  but  you  us   I'd  a-sccn 
Jicr. 

His   j)ij)c   had   ^oiic  out.      He   ta{)j)i'd   the  ashts   into 
till'  tray,  and  >lowly   nfilKd  it. 
"•  I  low  was  ^lll'  looking?  "' 

"  Saim  \  >liL-  always  looks,"  said  Alius  stolidly. 
"  She  hadn't  no  heads  on  nor  (arrinf^s,  though. 
P'rajjs  she've  j)awm(l  'em.  She  het^an  to  vi\  when  she 
done  up  them  rings,  and  then  sIk'  laughed  too." 

*'  Whom  is  she  going  to  marry.'  ''  said  he,  examining 
his  unlit  Iiij)e. 

'*  She  didn't  >ay  nohody.  I  shouldn't  he  surprised  if 
'twas  Alt'  Stace.  IIe'>  always  hin  at  her  to  marry  him, 
look,  an*  he  lives  somewliere->  up  against  Bournes- 
mouth."' 

"Where?" 
"  I  dunno." 

"  Can't   vou  find   out  ?  " 
"  ril  trv,"  she  said  douix fully. 
"Will  you   see   Mary   again?'" 

"  I    don't    ixn    in    to    ("hristchurch    most    davs,    and 
M/iry'll   ki'ep  elear  of  mother  if  she  don't  want  her  to 
know  wlieer  she  is.'' 
He  sat  silent. 

"  I  thinks  she  koms  you  hest,"  said  Alius  dispassion- 
ately. 

"What  makes  you  think  that?"  lie  said  bitterly, 
almost  forgitting  that  he  was  talking  to  a  ehild.  "  She 
])robablv  prefers  Stace.  if  she  is  marrying  him." 

"  Slie  don't  think  nothin'  of  Alf.     If  he  tried  to  kiss 
her.  she  delled  him  jjroper." 
"  Hut  she'-  marrying  hini." 
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"She's  a  fdo!,"  said  Alius,  {)laiiily  statin<,f  a  fact. 
"  Look  vrr,  Adam,  vou  '^(A  a  liif  of  hnad  cr  soiik- 
tliink.-"' 

Uv  o|)tii<(l  |)is  |)o\  of  stores,  and  cut  lier  u  slice  of 
cake.  He  liad  i)()ii;j;lit  it  with  other  dainties  Yesterday 
in  Hurh  y,  so  a.-   to  he  prtpand   for  Mary's  return. 

'*  I  likes  all  this  \vv  lemon-peel,"  said  Alius  a{)j)re- 
ciatively. 

"Is  slu'  selliii/^r  floutrs  every  day  in  Christchurch.' " 
lie   asked. 

"  I  dunno,"  .said  .\lhis.  *'  She'vc  her  re(;*lar  cus- 
tomers  there."' 

"  Do  you  know  who  they  are.'  "' 

She  shook  her  he.i<l.  her  mouth  full  of  cake. 

Vet  the  idea  of  huntitifp  her  <lown  in  Christchurch 
was  re{)ellent  to  him.  'I'he  <i<rure  of  l.:r  lovir  Ii/id  come 
between  them.  Was  this  to  he  tln'  end  of  his  little 
tra^i-comedy   in   the  Forest!' 

"  Never  you  ke.  r,  Adam,"  siid  Alius,  her  <,freat 
Iilack  eyes  peerin^f  over  the  cake  from  Ix  neath  her  rain- 
wet,  elf-locks.  "  The*  r's  other  ^als  ,il)out.  look,  Ad.im. 
Why  can't  I  come  aloni;  and  cook  and  thai  for  vouP 
I'd  do  it  for  nothin',  and  you  needn't  marry  me.  he- 
cause  I'm  not  ffrowf]  up.  I  can  cook  .'dl  ri^ht  ;  stoo 
anythintj  in  the  ()ld  kavvi,  I  can." 

"  You'd  (it  me  out  of  the  tent,"  he  said,  rousin<^ 
l)imself   to  chatr  her. 

'*  No,  I  wouldn't,  then.  Atid  I'd  ^-ct  ail  your  sticks 
for  you,  and  wash  yer  thiiiLCs.  and  choj)  the  fuz/.-tof)s 
for  the  old  myla,  and  see  the  pi<;s  didn't  come  in  after 
yer  tilings  nor  nohodv  take  nothin'.  I  coidd  do  all 
that  like  wha^  Mary  could." 

"And  what  would  your  motlu  r  ^av.^'' 

"She'd  not  keer.  Thirv's  too  manv  of  us  ch.avis  as 
it   is." 


iiiiH 


AMAVAIU) 


lie   Idokrd   at   tlh-  littli    wild  ciiaturc  with  a  look  of 
siiilili  II    r.tl'i  c't  Kin. 

"  Voti'iv  a  littlr  liiick.  Allii-." 
"  I    kin   read   ami  u  rite,  too." 

'•And  .iuinj)  ()\tr  a  stick,"  lie  addi  d   i  <  asin<;ly. 
"  Now    vuu'ri'    sivvin"    at    nu-.    Ad  iiii."    ,>lii'    >aid,    of- 
f(!idr<k      ••  S-t  !  *"      Shf   i)nt    up   a   lin;j,(  r  warniiiLflv    and 
list(ni'd.  intnit   a^  a  voiin^^  d<M    with  iiiiik((l  tar>. 
"  Wliat   is  it?"        " 

'*  Sonic  one's  a-coniini,%"  she  said.  "  A  f^;uijo'.s 
a-wclHii"." 

"llow   (Id    voil    know    it's   ;i    ;^raii)o.- 

"  Hccausc  \\\r\  walks  ditfi  i".  nt."  said  .\lliis.  Slic  got 
up,  went  to  thf  opi  iiino;  of  the  tciit.  thnist  \wr  tiLad 
out.  .and  tlan  turned  l)a(k,  a  ;j;iiniy,  sunhiirnt  tin;;<'r  kiid 
ai^.aitist  Ik  r  lips. 

••  It's  a   r.iunif."  slic  whisp(  iiil   hoarsely. 
••  Wh.it  sort  of  a  lady.-  " 

"  Can't  s(e  her  face;  slu've  got   .i  hreller.     Stie  ain't 
very  lag.     Ves.  my  la.ly!"     The  latter  i)art  of  her  re- 
marks w.as  .doiid  in  reply  to  .an  indistinct  voice  outside. 
*•  I'm   not   here,"  said   Lyddoii   to  the  child. 
"  \'ou   should  a-spoke  hefore.      I   just   s.aid  you   was. 
W,  11.   I'll  he  j.allin'." 

"  Co  ne    and     sic     me     this    evening,"     said     I.yddon 

luirriedly. 

"  .\wright."  said  .\llus  inditrereidly.  .and.  shakinj? 
and  stretching  her  h  .ui  little  hody  as  a  dog  shakes  off 
\vet   oi  cramp,  she  left  him. 

Lvddon  ])uslied  aside  the  flap  and  came  out.  He 
had  guesserl  his  visitor  to  he  l-'.le;uior. 

"IIow  did  vou  conn  P  "  he  said,  with  an  attempt  to 
he   grac'  .lis. 

-I  ,isk.  d  one  of  tlie  .Tetrs.  Miss  Price  sai<l  th  y 
woulil   he    likilv    to    know.      One    of    tlu'    sons    brought 
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Slie  seatid  In  r>clf  on  tlu  Mcip-hox  that  Alius  had 
vacatnl,  her  hi;ul  l)rii>liiii;^  tlit-  low   roof, 

"  I  had  to  coiiif  and  till  \<ui  ahout  Maiv,"  >hr  >aid, 
coming  to  hir  jioint  dnictlv. 

He  waited. 

"  .Mi>>  I'riee  wrote  and  told  nie  thai  >!ic  ha<l  ^^ot  her 
u    situation,    and     that     vo  i    did    not     know    where    she 
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tie    said,    iliMWini,^    In- 


hi-    k 


nees     n| 


iw.irc. 


with     a     niovenicnt     that     wa>     at     onee     liefiant     and 
awkward. 

'•  I    thought     it     a    Verv    w  roni^    thinjf    to    do,"    >ai<l 


eanor    simply, 


So    I 


eaiiii     o\er    this    inorinno:    in 


the  motor — uettin;;  liorrihlv  \V't.  tool-  aiul  wiiit  to 
see  her.  She's  no  ri^ht  to  ki  <  p  Marv's  address  from 
you.  So  I  ^ot  it.  Vou  see.  Dick,  she  is  u  r(;4ular  old 
'J'ory,  ami  she  is  all  a<fainst  ini\i(l  marriages.  Slit 
thou<i;ht  she  was  doiiiLi;  you  hotli  a  -rrviee  a<raiiist  your 
wills.     Here  is  the  address  -I've  written  it  di>wii." 

She  held   out   one   of   her  own   cards,   upon   the   hack 
of  which  something  was  scrihhled. 


e  was  un 


comfortahlv  moved  hv  o-ratitude.     "  I   s.iy. 


eanor, 
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leo'an,      vou  are 


No,   I  am  not. 
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"  Yes,"  siiid  Kl"inor,  with  a  quiver  f^oiner  ovt  r  her 
pretty,  sensitise  face,  the  liin  s  Ixrieath  her  eyes  ace 'U- 
tufited.      Slie   plunged   hurridliy   into  a.   p  irtly   tnuhful 
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ion. 


ou  '-•.'■ 


Dick,  she  knew  .ihoiit  the  let- 


tors.     She  know  the  truth  of  it,  of  course — I  told   her; 
but  I  suppose  she  imagined  wo  were  ^oinj^  to  knuckle 
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under   to   pcoyjlt's  opinion   and    inarrv   lach   utlitr.      It 
didn't  sti'ni  unliktlv  to  out>idtrs,  I  .suppose.'' 

"  And  liow  aliout  Itoclit  sti  r!'  "  lie  Imist  out  hotly, 
and  tlun  stoppid,  aslianud  of  liiMiseU'  tor  having  stated 
the  case  haldlv. 

"  The  world  at  lar;j,e  do(  sn't  know  al)oiit  (lUV.     They 
only  know    tlie  \ei'sii)n  which  .Mai"jorie  whispered  every- 
wliere.  and   "ot   svinpathv  t'or." 
lie  made  an  angr_\    movement. 

"  It  would  have  hi  en  hitter  it'  tlie  damned  letters  had 
Iniii   threshed  out   in  court,  after  all.'' 

"  Yes,"    she    said    ironically.      '"  To    have    exonerated 

voii— It  was  mv   reputation  that  was  at  slake." 

"  And  that  suU'eri<l  in  spite  of  all."  hv  rejjhed  hit- 
terly,  "  thanks  to  your  and  Marjoric's  friends." 

'*  We  aren't  here  to  discuss  my  affairs  or  poor  .Mar- 
jorie's,"  she  said.     *'  It's  ahout   Mary." 

He  was  aware  of  the  suhtle  rej)roach.  l''deanor  had 
n  wjiv  of  })uttinej  him  into  her  deht,  of  makiiii^  him 
feel  as  if  ho  owed  her--wliat .''  it  was  a  (piestion  which 
he  always  })ut   from  him. 

"  Your  information  ahout  Mary  conus  too  late,"  he 
said.  ''  Marv  hft  the  woman  she  went  to.  Didn't 
Miss  Price  tell  you  that!'  Slie  was  perfectly  safe  in 
giving  tlie  address,  as  Mary  isn't  theri'." 

"How  tlo    vou    know?"   asked    Kleanor.      '*  Is   slu — 

here.>" 

"  I  ('on't  know  where  she  i-.  Shi>  was  seen  in 
C'hristchnrch,  hawking,  hy  a  gy|)sy  girl  who  hrouglit 
nie  a  message.     She  is  going  to  he  married." 

'.  ;\[ary — married.'"  she  echoed  hlankly.  "To 
whom!'  " 

"  I  don't  know — for  certain." 

"A  man— of  lar  own  class?''  asked  Eleanor  do- 
liheratelv. 
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"  A  man — if  it  i,s  lie — iiiiiiUiiMirablv  iiifLrior  to 
her." 

Eleanor  was  silent  a  iiioimiit,  and  tluii  put  out  lier 
ungloveii  hand  nnd  toiiehed  his  sl.e\e  in  an  iiMpiiI^ive 
way  that  iiiadi'  a  claim  oti  their  lonif  familiarit v. 

"  Dear    old    Dick!      I'm    so    sorry!" 

lie  was  resentful  of  syni})athy,  but  Kleanor's  ^rev- 
green  eves,  nii>te(l  over  with  tear>,  and  her  \()ice,  full 
of  emotion,  quinched  his  surliness. 

''  Perhaps,"  s.aid  I'.leanor,  aftt  r  a  moiiu  iit,  '•  she  will 
be  happier  so — in  the  ]onir  run." 

"  I  don't  see  how  shi'  could  pn-^iblv  i)c  happier  with 
a  brute  who  will  verv  probablv  biat  her  when  he  is 
drunk." 

"  I  don't  know,"  said  I^leanor  slowly.  "  Vou  know, 
Dick,  there  are  plenty  of  women  wluj  respect  a  man 
more  for  beating  them." 

"Would  you.''"  he  said,  in  (juick  indi<^nation. 

"There  are  other  wavs  of  hurtin'r  besides  be;itin£r," 
she  answered.  "  Ye>,  I  could  stand  a  <i'ood  deal  of  hurt 
from  the  man  I  lovt."  (*'  You  you  hurt  me  all  the 
time!"  her  thoufjlit  cried  out  to  him,  but  hi>  eyes  wvw 
stonily  unseeing  of  what  was  in  hers.) 

"I  wonder!''  he  said  eni<rinaticallv. 

"Don't  you  believe  it.'  "  she  said,  with  a  smile. 

"  I  know  so  little  of  the  real  you." 

"After  all  these  years  of  friendship?  " 

"  There's  all  the  gulf  that  always  lits  between  a 
man  and  a  woman  to  bridge  over,"'  In  replied.  "  I 
never  understood  your  affair  with  Hochi  >-ter." 

She  was  silent. 

Then  she  said — 

"  I  told  you  there  was  notliiiig  genuine  in  tliat,  either 
on  his  part  or  mine." 

"What  reason  had  you  for  pretence?     If  Rochester 
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lifidirt    hci  !i    .1    triflir    1)V    proft-^ion.    it    would    liavc 

"  Dick,  yoiTvc  lold  inc  all  tli.it  1h  foif,"  slu'  luirst 
out  iin|)atitntlv.  "  I'll  tell  ymi  >u\in[\\\u<r  I'w  uvwr 
told  viiu  till  now,  and  vou  can  pitv  mk  for  a  fool  over 
al'N  rward>.  I  l)(;4an  thai  with  the  idea  ni'  makiii<^ 
aiiotlnr  man  jcaloii^  and  failed  i^uoinuiioii^lv.  (rude 
and  mean,  wa.^n't  it  r  *" 
'•  What    man.-  " 

"  Vou,"    >he    an>were<l    reckle.s>ly. 
lie  drew   a  dtep  and   urdiap|)_v   hreath. 
"  .Mer      Why   on  earth  should   I  he    jealous?  " 
''  K   VduM   cared    for   me,   it    would    have  bei'ti   iiievit- 
ai)Ie,  wouldn't    it  .'  "' 

*'  l'\>-  aluavs  1)1  in    fond  of  you." 

'"  l"-va>ivelv.  You've  turned  ami  twisted  like  a  fox. 
^'ou  are  afi'aid  of  me,  of  likui^'  me.  ot  havui<^  any- 
thing' to  do  with  me.  ^'our  frieiulship  has  heen  a 
sham." 

''  What  nihhish!" 

'•('an  vou  deiiv  it?     It  has  put  nie  in  tlu-  unenviable 
position  of  a  woman  hunting  down  a  (juarry." 
"  Vou  are  talkini^  hy>tt  rically.'' 

'*  Nat u rail V.      It   doe>   make  a  woman  hysterical 

Dick.  Dick,  for;^ive  nic.  I  am  cra/y  to-day.  Hut  I 
am  tind  of  {jreterulin^^"  I  ilon't  want  you  when  1  do. 
Marv  can  throw  vou  over.  I  triid  hard,  and  could 
not.  \'ou  used  to  1-e  fond  of  nu',  years  a^o.  .And  now 
I  shall  1k'  inakini,^  my  cyis  red.  The  truth  is  that  I 
liavt'  nothing:  lift  but  you,  and  I'm  frii;-htened  of  losinf^ 
vou.  I  should  lose  you  if  you  married.  I  shall  lose 
you  II  \  for  talking  like  this,  unless  you  can  fori,^"t 
it — and    \ou  can't.'' 

He   looked   at    her   helpU'ssly.      At    last    the    erame   of 
})ritence    was    over.       .\t    tlu'    back    of    his    niinti    had 
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/ilway>  l)(,n   thr  in^tiiuf   wliicli  lia.l  taii^rhf   ),;,„  t„  f.ar 

KliiitK.r.   and    he    had    nfusi,!   to    fac     it.      Hut    \u-  was 

f'.K'iii^-     it     now.      And     it     wa>     lir     «lio     fMt     tlu'  rul- 
])rif. 

"Don't  (TV,  for  i^roo(hu»'  sakr  don't  crvl"  lu> 
rcprat.d  nrntlv,  cliafino-  tlir  lian.l  «lmli  lia.l"  always 
seemed  to  Inin  Micli  a  drau  in;;-rooni  tilings  ,.,,)  white 
and  fVnn'ninr,  and  h'^ht,  lint  (•urioii>iv  lackini^  in 
vitality.  \Va>  >hv.  aft.r  all,  th,  solution,  th..  wulin^' 
nut  of    i  dnani.  the  return  into  cajitiyit  v .' 

She  drew  her  hand  away,  and  controil,  ,|  herself  to 
^"'''''  'if  111'"-  I.ittl''  anil  appealin^r  .1,,.  U:u\  alw  iy> 
heeii,  and  now  h,.  f.lt  towanis  Ik  r  a>  he  f.  It  towards 
H  delicate,  unh  i|)|iy  child. 

"  I  nni-t  ^r,,.  I  ,hall  in mt  come  to  >ee  you  a-^ain. 
1  ohall   iiescr  bother  you   a;^ain." 

"  Nn,  no,"  hr  prot, -ted.  •■  I  ,a,i't  have  you  like 
this." 

•'Let    me    n-o,*"    ^he    said.      "  \'ou"ll    hnatlie    a    <,rreat 

si^ll   of  relief   when    I've  ;^roti,'."  " 

He  took  lier  hand  anain.  irn-ohitelv. 
*•  Kleanor,  don't    talk   like  that." 

"Can  you  deny  it  r  "  shr  asked,  with  an  hystirical 
lauirh. 

"V«s,    I    do    deny    it.       We've    I),  rii    friends    s(,    loMM-.- 
"Do    you     mean     we     can     <ro     ,,n     i)eiri.--      fri.  rids — 
still.'" 

He  ddiherately  drown. d  the  imur  voIc(  s  which 
clamoinvd  -Fool;-"  at  him.  The  wi>h  to  atone,  the 
wish  to  somihow  ncoiist  met  fhino's  on  the  oM  coin- 
fortahle  l)asis  was  p.aramounl    uithin  him. 

"  If  yoi;   will  still  have  ni.-  as  your  frl.  iid."  he  said. 

Asid  Mle.anor,  leftin.M-  h.  r  hand  r. main  -.sithin  his. 
knew  that  lie  was  })liyinn'  ostrich.  an<l  that  they  would 
never    lie    the   .same   as    before.      Sooner   or   lattr.    later 
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or  sooiur,   tluir   pn  tcncc   (jf   friiiiilship   wouKl   dk-   ')f 
inanition.     And  tlun 

NofluTi^  stood  hctwi'cn  tlicni  now. 

"  Will  yon  conu'  and  sic  inc.'  "  she  ask-d  qiilcklv. 

"  IIow  lon^  will  you  stay  in  Houmcioutli?  " 

"  Aiiotlicr  Miontli.     You  have  niy  address." 

"  I  will  (  onic." 
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Ika-timk   w,i>   tlif   iuniv   at    wln.^I,    iii(»t    of   (!„•    fluw.r- 
s.   Ilts    nturn.il,    an.l    Mrs.    Coojur,    „„    tl,.-    u  itrl,    f.,r 
tlum,  smuUd   lur   ,l,v   pipr  a.i.l   sq.i.attd   (Iunu.   ..m   h 
|>"t    h   of    ^rnuss   not    fur    from    the    \aii    a.i.l   I, .it    wl.i.l, 
ogotlRT  constitutul   .Iiilia    Ul,it.\    ho,,,..    ,„    H,.,,v.nlv 
liottom.      Mtanl„„c-  >|ie   clmtt..!    to   ,„..    <.r   tuo  of   tl,; 
men    wl„,    wen-    idlin^r   about,    pipe    i„    mo„tl,,    u.,iti„.r 
lor    tlinr    wouunfolk    to    nturn    and    ^r,.t    t^a,    <,f    ||," 
prospects     of     a     Ion<r     strawlurrv   sra.on.       Kv.n     in 
]r.-av.„ly    Hotto,,,,    Mrs.    loop.r    l,a<l    a    npotation    as 
a   c-oi,\.r.at,onal,st    and   a    uit.      Ihr  darker   <lain,s    to 
nni-ru-    art    were    known    too,    |„if     «,,•,■    more    li-diHv 
tho,.;^!,t    of   In-    tliisc    town    ^vpsics    than    the    c-oTt/Mr,. 
FHople     uj)     in     the     Forest.        If     d,c-     made     a     hit     hy 
ydukkeriii"   now   and   .i^rain,   it   was   no   i,,oiv   than   the 
inimemor,d    cu>tom    of    womei     ..f    <,r.vp^v    hio,),!,    and 
only   one  out   of  many   ways  oi    eoaxin<r  "money   out   of 
the  poeket>  of  those  fools   •  noii^rh   to  i)elieve  what  tli.'V 
were   told.      Most    of   tl„     i      n   i.ore   ^rypsy    ,,  ones   and 
were    of    "half-and-half"    .  iood.      Like    Sirs.    C, 
they   travelled   up   for   th'-   annual    -.trawherrv 
seasons  to  North   Hampshire,  and   in  a   few"davs   the'v 
would    ho    hitrhin^r    their    horses    into    their    carts    a!,d 
vans,  or  ffettin<,'  cheap  tickets  if  thev  ha.j  neither,   fur 
the    migration.      The    summer's    work,    in    which    man, 
wife     and     cl  ihlren     joined,     provided    them     with     the 
winter's   necosities.      There   were   some   men    who   only 
worked    in    summer.      Others,    more    industrious,    did    a 
little    horse-dealinfr,    chair-m.    ilin:^,  or   knife-^rrindinir; 
some   were  in   the   rag  ind-I,one    tr.i.l.-,   a    h^^    mended 
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|int^  and  |i.iii>,  ••umI  m)  >.ii|iplMii>  lit.  (1  III.'  siiimiM  r  > 
.ariiiiii;-.  Hut  lli<  ^\'>iiimi  cliiM  .iUs.i\~  lia«k  II.um  rs 
(II-  \>i  '^^  atiil  >'•  .ntilnliiilr  to  the  tlailv  liKad.  Occa- 
sional Idittm.  t.lliii;,^  l)i(.n-lit  ill  a  ^liilliii;;-  <>r  tv^o, 
and  iild  (Intlh.  U.I.  uMiallv  fo  I).-  lic;,'-cd  from 
(•ll>tnnHlN     (.1-     clial  il  il)l.'     |.->|>1..        Wliit     coilM     Il'it     he 

wniii      f.  tr!i,d     t; I     iii'iti.  \      ii[i     at      the     N.  .•(irid-liand 

cldth.  >   slii)|i    ill    th.     ii.alri    nta<l   aliov.  . 

Pr,  „nll\  till-  r.  Iiiniiii;^'  « (.ni.  iifnlk  apii.  an-d,  liail<<i 
tli(ii-  iiwiifnlL  uitli  a  -liMiit  and  mllrd..!  til.  11-  -,friil)ltv 
and  ^traviri;^  olI'^pfitiL:  :in<\  divi|iii.  n.  d  one  l>.v  one 
into  tlicir  \an>  or  -li.  It.  r-.  Mi'-.  roi.|i.  r  >a'A  .Iiilia, 
walklnu,-  liia\ilv  uitli  fati^ii.',  an  almost  .uiptv  l)a>k.t 
on    .11,,'   arm    and    li.  r   lialiv    on    tli.'   otli.r,   Imt    >lu-    was 


aloii'  . 


Mar\"II    lie    coniiti'    -odii,""    sli.-    told    (  liarlottc,    and 
iiiviffd  1m  r  to  ~liarc  tli.  ir  t.a. 

Cliarlott.'  acc.iit..l.  and  Mnok.  d  lu  r  liipc  -dditlv 
while  th.'  tir.d  in.ilh.r  made  tli.'  t.a,.  and  call..!  to  her 
heavvhr.iu.d  voiin^-  hu~hand  that  th.-  in.  al  was 
readv.  The  childr.  ii.  a  -li.v  of  hr.a.l  an.l  (lork  .Inp- 
pilio"  ill  on,-  hand.  uat.li.<l  uitli  fa-cinat  ion  while  the 
()ld'"«,rv|i>v  con-trnct..!  a  cat\  <  raill.'  .m  her  skinny 
lian.l'^"  with  the  pi.<v  of  >trln-  that  lia.l  lain  at  th.' 
])ottom  of  th.lr  moth.r*>  l)a>ket.  Tli.  y  had  h.  eii  lyff 
to  th.ir  oun  d.  vices  all  .lay.  a  n.i-hl.our"s  child, 
I'.ininv  Staiihy.  havino;  nciv.d  a  jieimy  to  ke.p  an 
eve  .Ml  th,-  yoiiii^.st  t.t  m-c  he  didn't  choke  hisM-lt'. 
The  h.iliv  u<'k.-  to  f'..(l  from  its  iii..th.  r"s  hn-ast.  and 
soon  lav  in  its  shawl  on  a  ho\  in  th.'  hut  kicking'  its 
l.-^^s  which  ha.l  found  fret. loin  at  last,  the  dummy  teat, 
sii^pen<l.d  to  its  nec-k  hy  a  string-,  trailing,'  on  th.-  floor 

\inh.('diii. 

Hut    Marv   tlid   n.'t    com.'.      Six  o'clock,  -even  o  (-lock, 

and   still  IK)   M.irv. 
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Chirloltr      rOSf     ,ll      |;|,t      to     jj^l).  Sll.       ll   nl      t(l     l^r,    t      l,;,i   k 

to  (  liiistcliiiri'li  ami  tlnii  w.ilk  (>\tr  tin-  I'ort-I  t 
'I'lioirn  \  liill.  and  -h..  had  told  li.  r  yrandrluld  l".Ui<' 
tliaf  slir  uoidd  lie  li.ick  Ix  fori  ni;;lit.  I'.Nir  would 
think  MIC  uas  in  th.  hickiip  a;,^aiti  if  ^\\>-  di<hi't  <^(  t 
hack.  S(»  she  left  a  iiM-Nai,'c  uith  diilia  for  Mary 
that  she  «<iiild  l)c  oil  Christchnich  Hnd;;r  the  iie\t 
day  at  ten  with  new,  that  ua>  ver\  pert  icklcr ;  then 
she  Went  oti"  to  ;4i  t  the  tram  Iik  k  to  ( ■|iri>tcliiirch 
I'riory. 

She  had  not  wi>t((l  her  (li\\  at  all  eveid^.  Sho 
knew  Mary's  whirealiouls  and  In  r  (i\e  pounds  was, 
th(  refore.  virtually  eartKil.  She  had  hut  to  ti  II 
I,yd<lon  when'  to  find  Mary.  ,uid  that  -hi'  would  do 
this   \ery  eviriino-  het'ori'  she   sK  pt. 

At  (  hristchurcli  she  hou^^ht  a  piece  of  mi  at  for 
supper,  and  then  started  on  thi'  tramp  home.  The 
road  followed  the  ri\(r  at  first,  and  the  swtct  lush 
Mntll  of  the  rushes  and  w  at(  i--meadow  s,  fratfrant  after 
the  day.  reached  her.  The  honeysuckle  was  heifin- 
iiiiii,'  to  tlowir  in  the  Ind^eiows,  and  the  tirst  do(r- 
roscs ;  the  meadow-sWKt  was  unfurlin;j  its  cnamy 
<-ro/iers  amnn;;  the  rushes,  and  the  tla;;s  wire  yellow- 
in  the  ditch.  Dust  powderid  tin  wavside,  and  tli(> 
eveiiiiiir  air  was  hi  ivy.  It  was  clos,-  on  eii^dit  o'clock: 
the  lou'V  fwiliirht  had  he^-un.  The  hirds  were  (hin^ 
low.  Charlotte  siiiir.il  the  air.  "That's  no  river 
damp,"  sill'  said  to  herself.  "  Kekker.  It's  a-hlowin' 
off  the  sea.  I  lay  w  •  i^ets  somi-  wet  to  morrovs'  uidess 
the  wind  cliaiiifes." 

She  walked  with  a  ste  tdy  s|oucli  up  the  road.  At 
the  ("arpetiti  r's  .\rms.  hilf-w  iv  home,  she  could  j^et 
,'i  bottle  of  stout  to  wash  down  h.  r  eveiiin^r  meal — • 
she  would  allow  herself  no  more  until  she  h.ad  seen 
T.yddon,  -md   the  nixt   day      well,  it   didn't    matter  how 
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(Iniiik  ^lii  \\a^.  Tliicr  (if  the  sovcrci^'N  would  join 
till-  rr>t  of  licr  ^icrct  lioaid.  with  tlif  rcNt  she  could 
make  iiicrrv. 

IJut  {'liai'!otl(*>  oci'a--;;)iiaI  d(l)auclH>  l.ad  no  ilfVrt 
on  licr  seasoned  hodv.  S'  •  \va>  not  tired  after  her 
(lav.  She  could  outwalk  the  vouii^'er  generation.  In 
the  dav>  of  her  chihihearin;^  she  was  walkiiiff  her 
tw(Ivc  miles  a  dav  a  W(  i  k  after  her  conHtieinent,  the 
i\t\\    l).il)\    in   her  anus. 

'I'lie  skv  had  (louiled  over,  the  twilij^ht  deepened, 
when  she  came  out  of  the  puhlic-house.  She  he^r,in 
i(!  walk  up  the  hmi^  Urans^ore  hill;  and  the  smell  of 
t.K'  forest  .111(1  the  turf-smoke  from  the  cottaire  chim- 
in v-  told  her  >he  wa>  nearinfr  honu'.  A  villa;^er  at  a 
irate  s.iw  her  ap|iroM(lii!i<;,  and  wt  rit  within  doors, 
while  Mrs.  Cooper  chuckled  to  herself.  In  Thornev- 
hil!  there  were  tilox  \\]\i)  Were  cliarv  of  en<'ounterinj; 
the  uitch  when  du^k  had  fallen.  'Hit  u  >he  turned  oif 
tou  irds  the  holms  past  the  schools,  and  aiu)ther  half- 
milt   !)rouo;ht  her  to  her  tt  nt. 

lllsie.  lit  r  frecklitl  <i,randchild,  was  waitintr  her, 
;iiid  showed  Ik  r  untidy  fair  head  ahove  the  rat^fretl 
tint.  She  was  huo't^in*;  a  hlack  kitten;  the  tame 
iiia<j,pe  lliit  always  followid  them  on  their  wanderintrs 
had  hopind  on  the  ridi,'e-pole  .and  sat  aw.iitin<^  his 
sup|)i  r. 

"(mi!  the  ktkk.i\i  on  the  yo^r  "  (Is  the  pot  on  tht^ 
tin  ?)  her  j^-r.indmother  said  to  her,  ;ind  the  child 
km  w  from  In  r  tone  that  the  old  wom.an  w.is  neJher 
drunk  nor  ill-tempereil,  .and  that  this  oveninf?  she 
had  no  hlows  to  evaile.  In  spite  td'  ;dl,  I'.lsie  Iovt-<l  her 
Lcr.iiidiirim.  and  w.is  her  sl,i\(>.  The  oM  woman  conhl 
hold  h(  r  f.iscin.itt  il  with  la',  s  ;ind  the  hallads  wliich 
she  knew  and  t.iu<,'ht  T'lsir  when  she  was  in  a  cheerful 
niotnl. 
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"  Thci-o's  country  sonars,  arid  old  fuslii'md  son^s." 
her  granny  would  >ay,  "and  the  old  f,i>lii'nc(l  .son;^s 
is  tliL-  Inst."  The  iliild  lovid  most  one  about  a 
knifflit  and  lii^  lady  wiio  died  a  tra^'ic  death  and  were 
hiiried  side  liy  side.  J''roni  each  toiiil)  a  brier  rose 
grew,  and  leaninir  towards  tlu'  other  formed  what  the 
old  woman  railed  a  "  true  lovyers'  knot."  Charlotte 
liked  to  talk  Romany  to  the  child,  too,  it  was  useful 
when  she  wanted  to  give  MUie  directions  inconipre- 
heiisihle  to  the  "  horn  yooi  nuish,"  the  keeper--,  or  the 
gaujos  that  came  to  have  tlieir  fortunes  told. 

The  meat  went  into  tlu-  pot  with  some  vegetables 
})roduc((l  from  under  a  corner  of  a  blanket  bv  the 
child,  and  an  appetising  odour  arose. 

"  1  yeerd  some  one  in  the  })usl)es,  jus'  now," 
remarked  the  child,  "  creepin'  about  like  as  if  they 
didn't  want   to  be  seen." 

'•  Whv  didn't   vou  dikk  out  then,  you  little  dinii?" 

"  I  hollend." 

" 'Twas  one  of  tliey  I.anes;  they're  camped  near-by. 
They'd  best  let  me  catch  \m  stieakin'  around.'' 

"  No,  'twasn't  tliem,"  said  l-".l>ie,  who  played  with 
the  two  T.ane  girls  of  her  own  age.  ""  Ilush,  there 
'tis  agen  !  "' 

Mrs.  Cooper  got  up  from  the  lieap  of  bracken  on 
which  she  sat,  an<l  going  outside  tiie  tent  listened 
for  a  moment.  An  owl  was  calling  "  Hoo-hoo,"  there 
was  the  distant  goat-like  call  of  the  snipe,  and  the 
drowsy  sound  of  the  nightjar.  Hut  h<"r  keen  old 
ears  detected  a  movement  that  was  Innnan,  as  Klsi«'s 
had  done.  She  went  noiselessly  around  tlie  tliick 
clump  of  hollies  that  shelt«>r(  d  the  tent  on  three  sides, 
and   saw  a   vr)ung  woman   seated  btiicath  a   gorse  bu>li. 

"Who  is"  it'"  she  asked  harshly. 

Her  visitor  jumped  up. 


nr,() 


A  MAY  A  111) 


"If-  lur,  its  M.irv  .I.urK -,"  sill'  (XcLiiinril  in  a 
IjTi  atlilo-  MMcc.  ""I  didn't  ward  l',Ni<'  nor  rioliody 
to  X  r  inc.      I  u;tnt>  to  a-k  von  -onu  tiini^." 

"N'oiTvc  (dinr  n]\  tin  «av>  tVoni  IJoihih  sniouth  I  " 
>aid  .Ml-,  (oopir.  "  Doidi.  dordi!  Didn't  vuu  ;^(  t 
tin    lav  I   |(  t't   with  .Fiili.i  for  von'"' 

"I  an't  -((11  .Inlia  -nict  tin-  niorinir,"  said  .Marv, 
"  I  nit  I  .\lt'  in  Monnic-nioidli  a-  I  w,i-  ^roin'  hack,  and 
he   told   inc   he   -r(  II    \()u   .iiid    then     -  I    took   it    into 

ni\    \i<l    to  coinc   up   \  I  r   and    -<  r    \(iu   to  niijhi." 

*"()v  in.  and  hc-h  alav."  -  ii(i  .Mr>.  ('oo|i(i\  with  no 
>liow  of  surpri-c.  *"  I  know.il  voii  would  coinc.  and 
I'vi-  ;i  nici'  hit  (d'  nil  at  a  hi^oilin',  i  noii^h  for  u>  all 
and  'I'oni  thar.  and  to  -pan.  \'ou  iiriiln't  !iiiiid  I'.lsic, 
inv  <lailinn-.  I.oi'd  lovi  u-.  -lu  "d  hitc  her  little  toiiLjui' 
(ill*  rather  than  -pik  of  anvthnii^  lur  oran  told  liei-  to 
kip  to  h(  r  kukri;  and  V(  r  aunt  and  tht  v's  all  in  havin' 
their  hit  of  -upp(  r  nio-t  hlvclv.  Nohody*-  oom'  fo 
come  ver  tlli-  time  of  evenin*.  U'llere  are  \()U  a-o;()iir 
to    at  eh    to-iiio;ht  r  " 

*'  I'm  a-iX"I'i*  ^"'  walk  hack  to  ( 'hri-tchurch.  Tlu  re'- 
a  tram  what  o-m  -  at  (le\in.  and  if  I  walk-  (jUiik,  I 
can  c.-.tch  it    if  I  -tart>  ha'f  an   hour  from   now." 

'"  \'ou're  ^'oiir  to  1(1  a  hit  of  hawliiii  fir-t.  in\  o^al. 
and  tluii  I'll  -(  nd  l"l-ii'  oU"  -oniewnere-  if  you  want- 
to  -j)ik  with  me.  I-  it  the  <tars  you  u  int  lo  kiiow- 
'I'har.  l',l-ie  found  an  eii'iit  down  then  !iy  th(  ho^r 
to-d.iv  and  hro't  it  hack,  and  that  mean-  it*-  a  ijood 
iiiuiht  f<u'  -uch  thinLi,-.  Kir  -lU'.  and  ov  in  the  t  in. 
^'ou  ain't  afraid  to  eat  with  the  clioviliaun,  are 
you .'  " 

••  No."  -ai.l  Mary  .hilly. 

'■'I'hai's  riLi'Iit.  The  \\  ind'-  'ilowin'  up  damp,  and 
voii  -hiveriu*  .tlrtailv,  I  thouu'lit  p'rap-  you  was 
•  itiadi  of  niaiidv  (afraid  (d"  im  )." 
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'J'hcn'  u.is  a  s, 1,1,1,,,  flappliii^r  ,,f  ^i,,^-,.  .,„,|  tlir 
■'^'l'"'  iiiip.iti.  nf  Inr  its  ,|.|.,vr,|  Mi[.p.r.  s,.Ml,<l 
'm^t.adily  .ui  .Mr>.  C,,..],,,--.  ,|„„;|,|,r.  yi^,y  utt,r,,l 
.'l    little    il-_v. 

^  •'  It's  ,,ii\  nl,l  'I'oin.  vou  kiinus  ,,M  'l',,in,  tlu-  vaniiiiit. 
rollers    us   about    in    ,{>>.'" 

rile  lii.i^rpi,,  fl.u  ,,t»-  (.rai,,  and  preee,!,  ,1  the,,,.  'I'he 
II. a:  lllOI.Iellt  Marv  was  seate<|  uitlii,,  (he  ni-i,,,;-  little 
"'■■■''  "♦'  ""•  ♦'■"';  "liile  i:Ni,..  iri:a,-,|i„^r  fl„.  ,„,f.  l,,,p, 
'"■'■  ^'"ili";;-  CreelJ,,!  fa.c  t,inie,l  m  tl„.  .li,-.  ,1,,,,,  ..f 
tlie   \  isitoi". 

"  ^  on  tell  any  one  Mafv  Jam.-  com,.  \ ,  ,-,  ,,n<l  Til 
>"or  y.ai!"'  he,-  -,-.„ny  tjir,  ;,t,„e,l.  |:Im,.  ,„a.ie  no 
••iri^uer.  'riie  kitlMi  ,i-au|,,|  iiiT>t,;(,iily  tow.aiiU  .Ma,v, 
tlie    m;ii^|)ie    liop[.,(l    :il     the    en  t  laiiec. 

"j{.ur,\  .il.oiit."  -aid  Mr-,  (oop,,-.  •'Hut  thev 
wo„*t  lieu-i,,  pickin-  sfraul,.  i-,-i,,  t'm-  another  two 
u  ik>."' 

••  l''ii>l  of  dune,  to-mon-nu."  Marv  .,,.!.  ,•,„„., „- 
1m  i"in<,'. 

"Th.it's  ri-ht.  my  d.  ar."  M,-..  Cuip,,-  n  j,,i,|,.d. 
'•  !.I<ij'  and  me  -o,  ,  ,,fr  up  ceimtry  en  M.ui.l.av.  (lod 
"il'i""-      ^'oii    <,roi,i'   ii|)   for    till     piikin*- "" 

"I    dmnio."   w.i,    .Mary\    li-tles,    ,•,  piv. 

'' ^  oiTn-  ^reftin'  mini.rl  invf.ad-""  siin;i4',..ted  the 
old  woman.  m.di<'ini,.|y.  pushing-  )„  r  iintidv  1,1  lek 
li'ii'  "lit    of  li,  !•  Iiolit.  uiic.annv   .  \.  >. 

"  I  diinno." 

"I''r;ip>  you'll  «.ay  y.,u  duiuio  wliieh  mu.h  vou'n^ 
■'"-'"""  ^"  '•  '•  neither  I  Stop  that  ^Tillliin*.  "l-;Me. 
';'^'  I""  'I'l  vou!  Wh.at  m.'  .,i,d  .M,ry  say.  ain'l" 
t<u"  \  nil  r   \  1  i-s  !  "' 

Hut  .M.iry  had  no  answer  for  h.  r.  A  curinus  sense 
of  well  1).  ini^r  p,.sM>s,.d  h.r  in  spite  ,,f  th,  troulile 
uhicli    th-ohh.,!    in    li.r    wil,|    yniw^   heart.      'I'ji,-    wood 
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smoke,  tlir  il.ar  fri.ii<ll.v  lioHics.  tlic  familiarity  of 
the  t<iit  liff.  sootliid  In  r  a->  if  vvitli  a  kind  i)f  iiichant- 
imrit.  I'trliaps  a  kind  of  ii(--taln;ia  a>  will  a>  the 
(Irspiratc  (Np.dHid  of  xiini,^  Cliarlottc  Cooper  liad 
imptll-il  Iirr  on  tlic  loii^-  vvay  to  'riioriuyhill.  Alf 
had  u  anted  to  aceoni|iany  l:er,  and  they  had  almost 
(|iiarrelled  when  >he  had  ohst  inatt  ly  iefn-.<il  to  let 
}ihn.  The  m.inory  of  hi>  Milky,  laavy-jaut*!  faco 
\va>  lik.  the  memory  of  a  had  <ireani.  which  had  fallen 
from  her  a.  die  walked  alori^  the  twihu-jit  road  to  the 
old   familiar  lainpini^  jilaeo. 

"  I  co't  a  voun<^  (  IK  koo  today."  >aid  KKic  suddenly. 

"What      did      \ou      do      v\  i  t  h      it  r  "'     a-ked      the      old 

wdinaii. 

"  Killed    it."    answered     the    child     callou-ly,    as    tlic 
kittiii.   if   it    could  have   spoken,   would   have  told   of   t! 
hutteiflv    it    had    mauled    to    death    with    its    soft    ])HWs 
that     moriiini,'.      "  I     ^ive     it     to     'I'ilihy,     the     Lanes' 
old  cat." 

The  meat  was  cooked  at  last  and  cut  up  on  a  plato 
with  a  knife.  Charlotte  had  no  e\c.-s  of  crockery, 
or  (Mith  rv,  so  sh<'  and  Idsie  helped  tin  insi  1v<s  with 
their  fini,firs  and  put  tluir  im  at  on  a  piece  of  bread, 
while  Mary  as  o;iiest  was  o-iv,n  a  fork.  'I'lie  marrpic 
came  in  for  the  hits  which  w.ri'  thiii^^  him  from  timo 
to  time.  Marv  had  not  eaten  sima  midday  and  was 
^lad  of  the  s  tvoury  food. 

"  Now  veil  ])rast(  r  alontr.  and  go  off  somewhere," 
said  >T'-  Cooiier  to  Ik  r  <rrandchild.  "Don't  you  let 
me  dikk  you  until  I  hollers  you.  Vou  can  take  that 
hit   of   meat   over   to    I.ouie   I.ane.  if  you   likes." 

I'Isie  iKeded  no  se<a)lld  hint.  She  took  the  Tncat, 
wrapped  it  over  with  a  c  )rn.  r  of  lu  r  soi!,d  pinafore, 
and  disappeared  ainon^'  the  iiollies. 
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"Nou  voii  c.ui  >|)ik  fr.r  an. I  f.ai!.-s/'  >,n',l  .Mrs, 
('oopcr,  .•ippro.uliin^r  |„.,.  jv,^.,.  ,.i,,,,,  j,,  i,,,,.  ,j,j,,„..^_' 
'"ioti  ti.v.hrt  tril  III.,  uhat  l,r,,"t  vnii  v.r.  /  tanhral 
;/'»''  D.-wn  tl.riv  I  .ay^.  >  MarV  .Janus  .hall  ,•.„„.. 
to  111.-,'  I  say,.  -Sli.  uun'f  kii-.w  u|,v  .>.,,\  a  cnmii.',' 
I  say>,  *  hilt  ,-,,n„.  s|ir  iiiii,t.  11, r  IV.t  '11  hiiri.r  h.r, 
want  sh.-.  ^^n„•t  ,hr/  .\|,,  niv  .Irarir,  y<m\v  a-usi-d 
that  horo  rye  of  y.)ur>  cni.  1.  v.ai  hav.  'l  w..ihI,  rs  to 
Miyxlf  -Whafs  t!i,.  rakli  fhinki.r  ^A'.'  I  thinks.  Mo 
trial  iur  lovy.r  Ih,  ^vays  >h.  \  tnat.,|  hns  I  What', 
the  ^rals  (■(Miii'ir  to.-  Divvy.  .•K.ui  <li\vv.  oil"  th<  ir  v.ds  !  ' 
Hf  coiuf  to  me.  am!  '  Kiiui  hn-.*  i,,.  s,v,.  'or  VW 
thow  iiicsclf  info  the  pon.l  dou  n  Ih.iv  in  tin  hrick- 
vallcy,'  hr  say,.  ■  Doift  ,|,,  that,  my  M-uiiilnnan,' 
I  >a;  ..  '  Thr  <l(vil  tak.'s  l|io,r  uhat  klJU  theirx  lv, -,.' 
I  >ays,  'and  y.ni  won't  h,-  no  hdtir  <.tr  th.iv  tliari 
li'H'.  ril  hrinir  h.  I-  l)ark  to  voii.'  J  >iv-.  '  \[\  writ 
<I<'-ir  in  the  stars  that  hack  "to  y,,,,  di.'ll  roni.  ,  ami 
what  the  stars  say.  don't  ni\,  p  laih'  " 

."Mary  ^r,i/,,l  a^  h.r.  half-hvpnoli/.  .1  hv  h.r  (unnin'r 
patter. 

"Whafr,.  yon  a-<loin'  of.  \oii  >illv  ^rah''  said  Mr^. 
Coop.'r.  hrin-iuM;  h.r  Iir-.ws  "fotr.lh.'r  an. I  transfixing- 
AIar\'s  fn<rhtcn..|  hr.iun  .y.  s  with  h.  rs,  "to  s.  tid 
hint  t.)  his  hl.iody  n-ravc  ami  fak.  up  uith  \\\'  Sta<-.'' 
Ait"  Slac.'!  a  rall'dy  hllN  <.-aii|o  wliat  thinks  h.^'s 
hou,i.rlit  tho  f.air  h. -an^.'  he  had  s,,ni.'  Iii.^k  f;-htin'  a 
"iii>h  in  a  picf.r  paliis'  \-.,ti  d.m't  kom  Mm,  nor 
n.v.r  will!" 

"I'm  a-frnin'  to  marry  him."  sai.!  .Marv.  in  a 
halt'-voicc. 

"  K.kk.  r.  chal'  V.m'!'  n.v.r  riimm.  r  that  nniNh. 
not  if  h.-  walked  to  you  ^^^^■\^  onld.  I  kii.ivvs  w})at  I'm 
a-sayin*  .>!'.  Lisfriil  that  horo  rye  .)f  voiirs  w.Mit,  to 
see    voii." 
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'•  W'lirii    i-.  Ik  ;-  "  .i^krd   M.irv,  witli  (li\v  lip^. 
*"'l'uu    ^lilc■^     from     V(  r       ii|)    an.iiii-t     Wootton    I'lts. 
Tli.it    i>,   it    li''  .liii't    (liin\n(lt(l   lii^M  If  >•♦•"' 

""  Dill    Ik        iliil    h<    >;iv    li>    u.Ultcil    tii   mc  iih  .'  " 

'■  ll.ivcri't    I   tiild   votir      You're  .i-^roin"  to   ^cc  liiin."' 

"No.    1 1  o  1  " 

.M;iiv  \\;i>  -ilrrit.  uitli  (|ili\(  liii;;-  lip-.  TIkii  slir 
sai.l: 

••'|-lKn\   Alf 

•"Alt'!"  ciiid  tlic  old  wornin  with  scorn.  "•  T.ct  liiiii 
know  \oir\c  jiiiii|)ii|  iIk  lii-ooii!-t  ick  with  that  fiiic 
o-anio  of  \oiii-^.  and  a  lot  IkM  waid  to  niarrv  vnii. 
I  know-,  hiiiil  llr'vi'  took  uj)  with  voii  this  _vi;ir. 
I,a>t  viar  hr  wiid  oil'  with  oii<  of  thiiii  Dvirs  down  in 
the  IJottoni.  .md  >1k\('  a  I'ahv  hv  him  now.  She'vc 
found  liini  a  had  har^^aiii.  And  -oori.  whither  you've 
a  married  him  or  not.  he'll  have  aiiotlu  r  luhheiiy. 
and  he  fin<l:ir  out  ahout  your  Adatii,  and  thmwin' 
liiiii  lip  to  von.  I  Ft"-.  L,n>t  no  oi)()d  Hoiuany  l)liKid  in 
him,  not  a  drop,  noi-  any  oood  hlood  of  any  sorts 
w  hate\  er." 

.Mai'v  >at  motionli--.  'l"he  news  that  Alf  had  had 
a  mistress  did  not  aU'eet  her  as  it  would  have  if  she 
had   loMil  him. 

"  lie's  marti  I  -ure  to  yi  r  aliout  you  and  Adam." 

" 'l'heri"<  nothiti'  to  yer.  if  he  did,"  -aid  Mary. 
wakino'  into  indi^'ii  it  ion.  "  Ad.im  ain't  ih  \er  h.ad 
riothin"  wr(ui;4'  of  nie.  noi'  me  of  him.' 

"More  fool  he."  slid  Mr-.  Cooper  -i.irdonically. 
•'  Mut  folk-  think-  ditV.  rent,  and  -o'll  Alf  Stace,  I  o;ive 
voii  mv  hon(-t  word.  Why  did  your  dad  LCive  you 
(,,  lijiii,  and  \ou  iump  tl  .-  Iiroom-tiek  with  him  if  you 
w  a-    i>n'\'    hrot  Ik  r    and    -isti  r.' 

"  Who  told   vou  r  " 
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"  .\(»  K  >s  Ill/Ill  viuii-  Ad.tiii  lii^-1  It".  I'll  ii.it  1(1  ativ 
oiif  know  uliat  I  vii>  I  ki()>  to  iii\Mlt';  hut  tliiv 
\\  iiiclu  r>    kiiow^— — 

"  ni   l.ll   AltV*  -'ii,!  .M.ir.v,  with  <hill  .Klian.v. 

"Don't  voii  hll  him  iiothin'  (ill  joiTvi-  a-^pukf  with 
vonr  v\v  ii|)  at   Wndttoii." 

.Marv    >at    hit  ■^(^hltl•. 

"Till  inc.  uhaf  (11(1  VDU  think  voii  \\.i>  ((iniln'  to  nic 
i'orr  "  a->k((l  .Mr-..  Cooper,  with  a  ^udd.  n  hawk  hkf 
triaiici'  at   la  r. 

.Mary  i()ii^( d  hciNijf.  "  ^■()ll  nn,.  .\i.iy  Hni>li- 
(i«M  n|i  at  the  I'o-t  Otiicc  xiimthink  to  put  In  I'lli 
St(  vcn>'  tia.  .\niy  told  Rose  I'idi>;(l(\.  .iiid  Ko>c 
told  aunt.  It  wa>  xmuthirr  to  niak(  hlni  lo\c  her 
true. 

"  I  inlo-ht  or  I  nili,ditn*t,"  >aid  .Mr^.  Coop,  r  >harplv. 
"Well.-" 

.M.iry    UIl(•Ia^p((l    Ik  r    hand.      .\    halt' crou  n    lav    In    It. 

"I  want  >oni(  think  to  t(k(  true  love  awav,"  she 
whispered.  "To  stop  the  achlii"  and  the  thlnkln'  and 
the  wanlln*.  SoiiKthlnk  wliat'll  make  \ou  nt  \er 
think  no  more  of  the  mush." 

'• 'riieic's  on'y  thn.  thin^fs'll  stop  that."'  s.ild  .Mrs. 
Cooper  di  Iiherat(  ly.  •"  The  first's  the  h(st.  (;,,  of}' 
with  the  mush  on  tlie  toix  r.  .and  ll\f  with  him  that'll 
stop  the  .tchln',  and  vei-y  llk(    the  Io\e  too." 

"  What's   the   others-"" 

"To  drownd  y(  rs(  If  Iti  the  pond,  or  to  wait  until 
you're  too  old  and  touoh  to  e.(|-e  ("or  aiiv  nnish  what 
ever  wore   trous(r.s," 

.Maiv  made  no  .atiswcr. 

"Will,"  said  ]\Irs.  Cooper.  "  wliat  .am  I  to  sav  to 
you  lovyer  wlun  he  pook(  rs  mandvr 

"  I  (hiruio,"  said  Mary,  e\T)i  Moide>sIy.  "  I  must 
.sleep  on   it." 
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*' 'l"liinkitr>    II    li.iid    j)ill(m.      Will    voii    coiiH     vi'i"    t(>- 
niDiTou  ,  if  I  u.iit  >  I'nr  vihi  ; 
'•  V.  >." 
"  Wluri  w  ill  villi  ('(iiiur  " 

"  Aliiiiit    iiii(l<II>     (l;i\,"   >.iiil    M.ii'V    -l<iui\. 
'*  If     \i)ii     iiiiki-     ,1     fiiiil     lit'     Hie  "*     --aid     tlif    (lid 

uoiii.iii    I  lin  att  imii;l\ .      "r\i     tnittd    \mii    t.itclio,    and 
Villi   iiiii^l    t  Ci  a!   iiii    tatcliii."" 

Till-  iiia;j,|iir  iiiit^idc  '^.lyi  a  >iiddi  ii  ri'v  .'iiui  .Mary 
startid  ill  afl"ii;;lit. 

"Tliit's  imtliiii';  III-  nt'ti  n  iiiaki -^  a  ^ndli  likr  that. 
I.isti  11,  I  li  rU  a  (liikkt Mil"  I'l  I  Im'  ciiiiiiii'  ()\(r  iiii'. 
(ii\i'  nil-  villi  \  i-trr,  and  wait  a  iiiniiitr." 

Mary  '^:i\r  In  r  liaiiil.  and  uatcliid  with  u  .shuddir 
till'  liliiiv    liink   that    en  |it    iiiln   ( 'liarluttiV>   cvis. 

"  Tin n  ">  nn  i;rttiii"  away,"  -hr  -aid  in  a  m  |iiilrhra! 
voici'.  '■  f  Ml-  _\(ni  and  ymir  hmn  ivi-  trivtllin'  almi^' 
the  -aim  dniiii.  lla|i|iy  I  -( i-  ymi.  and  no  adder-  tn 
tnuilili-  \i'ii.  'l"iu  ii  *<  a  ^Dod  tiiiH  cumiir,  draric. 
I  -CCS  if." 

She  cliitchid  Mary*-  liaiid  ti^hlir,  and  lic;j,-an  to 
mutter  the  .iar^mi  which  the  traveller  I'nlk  called 
Iniuii.  It  wa-  certainlv  imt  Uomaiiy.  Mary  sat 
-|)cllliiiiiiid    with    fear  and    -upi  i -t  it  inn. 

**  There'-  -iin-hille  cnnntr  to  _\nii."  -he  -aid.  '*  I 
feels  it  (111  iiiV  V<  d.  Sun-hllie.  And  jilillty  nf  voil- 
^ar."  Voii  wnn't  iievi  r  need  -o  hmn-  as  Vdu  live  Unt 
there  cdiiie-  a  piKikcriir  kn-ht  in  the  rnad.  inv  dearie, 
a  -iyii  [iii-t  ;it  crii-s  rnad-.  and  thci'e  \t,\t  -taiid-  witli 
tears  in  vmir  vnkki  i'-.  and  a  -iiii'e  nn  ymir  face." 

"  (io  (in,"  -aid    Mary. 

"  Vnii  "foi  -  Dill'  rnad  and  the  hnrn  rye  jpdc.s  the 
other,"  said  tin    witch  i  i  tin    -aiiic  -trained  vnicc. 

'*  .\rt>   there   tears   in   hi-  eye-,  ton.'"  -aid   Mary. 

'    M.JllrV. 
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"  I  can't   sir " 

Shi-  sat  rli:i(l  /m<l  >lill. 

"  I)<irrt   till  iiir  IK)  mon  ."  said   Marv   IioaiM  Iv. 

Airs,  ((.op.r  .,Ii,„,k  li.r  1,  an  Ixxiv,  and  droppKl  tin- 
girl's   hand. 

"  It's  no  ;r„o,l  to  Mr  too  Car."  ^Iir  >.iid.  '•  What  do 
oni'  want  iiio,v  than  to  know  that  tli,r.*>  a  W  w  liickv 
Vrars  ahtad.'  None  uant>  to  s,  ,.  around  inorr  than 
oni-  oirnir,  thank  the  d.ar  DuvUus.  l\r  li\,,|  h.nj^r 
inon^rh  to  jin  that  tin-  odds  and  the  ,\vns  tarns  up 
rif^^'lar.  If  I  drop>  a  shillin'  to  dav,  I  pi.  k  uj)  oni- 
on till-  saulo  '  a«.  likilv  as  not." 

llir  (in<rirs  ha<l  iloM-d  around  tin-  half-.ro«n  which 
had  hit-n  in  Mary's  hand.  Sh.-  spat  on  it,  and  put  it 
in  hi-r  ra^<r<(i  skirt. 

'  Murriiw. 
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T,viH)<»\  w.ilkrd  «itli  l',l(  .iiior  liy  the  tfirt  track 
acid^^  tlic  iiKior  to  till'  road  and  Hun  info  tlic  village. 
At  Mi^s  I'rici*-,  Ikminc,  ulurc  the  inotoi-  awaited  lur 
ill  till  coacli  lioiiM'  wliicli  I.vddoii  liiiii^tlt  li.id  lulpcd 
to  hiuld,  lie  lilt  Ik  r.  Ill'  did  not  u  i>li  '  i)  >cc  .Mi>s 
I'rici  ,  Tin  V  had  talked  ol'  iiiditl'i  ii  nt  !nattir>  on  the 
wav,  almost  as  it'  tlu  v  had  hi  in  st  ran;ii  r.s  to  oacli 
other.  The  line  ^rev  lain  fell  ahoiit  them  as  thev 
bade  each  other  :;()0(!  hye,  and  cluii^f  like  jewelled 
mist  to  the  implies.  If,  stopped  at  the  hakir's  on  the 
uav  hack  to  \i\[\  a  loaf",  and  as  he  cauie  out  the  car 
nished  past  him.  He  had  n fused  I'.leanor's  offer  to 
i;i\e  liim  a  lift  on  the  way  liack.  He  want(<l  to  ^i  f 
av\ay  from  her  so  th.it  he  mi^ht  he  .ahh  to  adjust 
their  new  attitude  towards  each  other,  so  (list  iirliiiij,^, 
-o  iincomf'ortahie.  He  h  ft  the  last  cottaof  behind 
liim  at  last,  and  ^"in^C  pa>t  \VhiteVs  Hushes,  ip.  whose 
.shelter  .Mrs.  ("oop(r  h.td  u.inied  him  not  to  c.tmp.  he 
turiud  off  towards  the  marl  pits.  'I'here  w.as  oidy  a 
suhdiied  twittir,  here  and  tlieri,  from  the  bird-;  it 
was  as  if  the  iii\(lopini^  cloud  h,ul  muflled  the  many 
yoices  of  the  forest,  as  if  Ik  were  walkiiifr  in  an  under- 
world, ^•rey-yi|yete(l,  made  of  dew,  colourless,  where 
nothing  w.is  real  or  tangible,  but  would  yanisli  like 
pictures  in  steam  in  a  moment. 

lie,  too,  had  the  ftelin;^  that  he  was  w.ilkln;;'  in  a 
<lre;im.  'l"he  wit  [)i  rfunu'  of  the  forest  rose  to  him, 
the  br.ackeii  and  heather  brushei!  .an^ain-t  his  ]e^<rin^s, 
and  a  foiast  ])ony  and  her  foal,  their  thick  iii.anes  and 
tails  ruried  with  a  myriad  minute  drop>.  st.arted  out  of 
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the  (let  |)  <Mrt  rut.  uloii^r  wlii.li  tli.v  lia>I  ln.n  vjilkini;. 
To-morrow  lii'  \vnii|,i  hnak  up  liis  cvunp  aii<l  move 
towards  tliat  wild  nortli  of  tlic  t"on>t  that  he  wutiUd 
to  cxplor*-,  .111(1  .>>(  t  u[)  liis  t(rit  in  some  spot  whin-  not 
even  KM'"''-  <"iii«';  for,  as  Mary  had  oiicf  s.nd,  they 
li/ivf  thi  ir  rounds  and  haunts  just  as  thi'  stoat  or  rahl)it 
have  theirs.  'I'hcri-  w,is  iio  mtd  for  him  to  hri<r<r 
hen-  now,  his  «xpc<-tation  nt'  sicirii;  Marv  had  ^oiic. 
Shf  had  >Iippi'4i  out  of  his  j^rasp  with  the  in>tiri(  t  of 
escape  that  any  wiM  thiri<^  has.  She  would  nevir 
rome  hack. 

He  readied  his  tent.  lie  h  m1  tUiwj;  a  piece  of  sack- 
ing ovir  the  donkey's  hack,  and  it  uas  eating  the  wet 
^orse  contentedly.  'I'ohacco  smoke  floated  out  to  him 
from  the  [)artially  uiicovend  opeiiin^r,  arid  lie  strode 
forward  with  surprise. 

"  It's  all  ri<^rht,  niy  lucky  ^'innleman.  I 
keepin'  your  fire  warm  for  you,  and  h.ivin 
baccy."  " 

He  beheld  Mrs.  Cooper  Inside  his  fire-tray,  Ik  r 
blackened  day  in  her  mouth,  hi  r  !ii;ht  blue  eyes 
blinkin^r  confu-idly.  Her  presence  filled  the  tent  with 
an  odour  of  whisky  as  wi  II  as  of  sliafr,  and  she  spoke 
with  the  carefully  n^inted  accent  of  the  lialf-intoxi- 
catod.  Her  black  head  was  bare,  her  hair  falling  down 
her  neck  in  dank  wis{)s.  Sfie  mifjlit  have  been  |)ainte<I 
as  a  disreputable  sibyl,  for  ev<n  in  drink  and  apfe  her 
head  was  comely. 

"  Where's  them  five  suwerins,  the  m  beautiful  bars 
that  you  promised,  my  dearie?" 

"  You  had  one.  The  other  four  were  promised  if 
you  found  Mary  Janus,"  said  Lyddon,  ill-pleased  to 
find  her  installed  in  his  tent. 

"  Well,  and  han't  I  found  her?  Lord  lo\e  us  and 
save  us,  is  that  all  the  thank.s  I  gets?  "' 
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'•  I  k  lii  re.  Mr^.  CoojuT,  I  want  to  wvWr  a  It  ttir  or 
two.  \\\"il  Mttl(  tlii>  (jiu^tion  of  the  iiioiuy  to- 
morrow.""  X-    1  •    1    1     ^ 

"You  think.  I'm  motto.  Not  .i  d:op  o\  drink  hut, 
for  .1  liltl.-  t.a  have  I  touch.'!  miuh'  1  la.t  Mm  you,  the 
I,or<l    uould    trll    you    if    1 1-    ioul(i    >1>'1-    ''•>^^"     *'■"'" 

Iltavni." 

n.r  <liixnit\.  h' r  woundtd  d.f<iuv  Miif,dit  linvi-  con- 
viiuvd  him  it"  hr  had  not  smelt  tlie  odcur  of  spirits 
which  procct(h  (i  from  her.  ^^ 

'•  You  tr.at   mc  tatcho  and  I'll  treat  you  tatcho,     slio 
said    liuskilv.    watchin-    his    eye,.      '•  It\    nothin'    .noiv 
than   truth.      I   found  your  pil  y.-tenlay.      ^he  s  hvni 
in     Heavenly     IJottom.    h-no-    of    lur    cousin,    (ierania 
Smith's  <i;al,  what   married  a  \YliiteI 

He     put     hi.     hand     into     his     hre.ist-pocket,     drew 
out    a     leather     purse,     and     handed     her     four     sover- 

ciOTis.  .      , 

"  pivr !"   she   clamoured,   and   added   coa\ni<j;ly, 

"  Lord  love  me,  vou  what  puts  your  hand  in  your 
poekets  an<l  Hnds  "-old  there  an't  j^a.in'  to  hejrurtch  a 
poor  old  trav.ller  what  she've  arned  fair  and  honest.- 
Kverv  mornin*  I've  prayed  for  you.  my  darhn^r  that 
you  might,  live  rich  and  happy.  You  he  kushti  to 
mandv,  and  niandv'll  he  kushti  to  you—" 

lIi:.stoi)ped    he'r    How    of    speech.      "Have    you    seen 

Marv:-"  ,     ^      .   ,^       ^, 

"S]h>  wasn't  two  mile  from  ver  last  night.  Mio 
rome.l  to  mv  tan  an<l  had  a  hit  to  eat  along  of  me  and 
El>ie  '  Vou  go  along  and  see  the  rye,'  I  says,  but 
sho  was  at  rash  to  come,  frighten.d  to  death  she  were. 
But.  she'll  come,  vou'll  see,  it's  you  she  koms,  ."nd  no 
other.  AH  thi>  yer  ta'ak  alxMit  marrym'  another  musii 
don't  mean  nothin'." 

"  I'm  going  away  to-morrow.''  he  said. 
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''Now  don't   voii  he  in  -.ii(!i  a  Imi'i'v,  my  ,i,riit!K  iii.in. 
Yon  jjivc  Vdur  littlr  rauiiic  tiiih." 


Hs:f 


lir  had   !ia<l  i  liiniu'i  n 


il'  .Min.  ( 'nnpi  ]■.      1  \v  handi'd 


lur  the  ntlur  s<)\(r(i^ii  >lic  c'cM-ttd,  and  lia(K'  l.ir 
^ood-hvi-.  Ili^  iiinim  iitaiv  Iclli  t  m  In  i-.  ^nlxr, 
<lid  not  (Xttiul  to  what  >lic  told  him  u  hi  ii  drunk. 
He  did  not  hihiM'  that  Marv  had  vi>itrd  ht  r.  he 
was  doubtful  as  to  whtthtr  >hr  rialK  knr\s  In  i'  uhfi\- 
nboiits. 

Mrs.  Cooper,  thi'  ohjtct  of  ht  r  vi^it  i;-aui('d,  ro-c  to 
lier  i'vvi.  puUin^  the  nian'>  coat  that  -he  wore  liy  «ay 
of  hodicr  closrr  and  holdiiii;'  the  prtcious  <j;()](i  ti^^Iitly 
in   her  hanih 

"Where  is  Heavenly  IJottonir  ""  he  a-ked  as  >he  liido 
him  cordial  farewell. 

She  explained,  not  too  lucidly,  and  confirmed  his 
belief  that  she  was  not  speaking-  the  truth.  Well,  poor 
old  vaf^abond,  •~he  had  dr.iun  money  from  his  pocket 
which  would  keep  hi  r  in  comfort  for  ^oine  little 
while,  and  lie  (li<l  not  re^nt  it.  She  and  her 
kind  were  doomed  to  disappear  hi  fore  tlu'  clumsy 
hand  of  civilisation,  .and  a  society  wl  ich  does  not 
tolerate  their  mode  of  life,  lleprohati'  as  >he  was, 
she  lived  a  clean  life,  >he  had  deci  iicies  unknown 
to  slum  dwellers:  she  loved  the  fi-ee  air  and 
sun  and  road  with  ;i  love  inherited  from  wan- 
dering forbears,  an<l  >he  was  individual  with 
an  individuality  impos-ible  to  those  who  live  in 
herds. 

His  fire  had  died  <lown,  and  from  a  sack  in  the 
corner  of  the  ttnt  hi'  f t d  it  with  fn  sh  chijis,  and  hunt^ 
the  pot,  filled  with  water,  above  it.  He  had  thou;rht 
that  Mrs.  Cooper  had  taken  her  departure,  but  as  h<^ 
stoopi^d  to  blow  the  dyiny;  embt  r>-  into  flame,  he  heard 
movements    at    his    tent    door.      The    old    woman    nnist 
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linvt-  n  tumid  aj^riin  with  some  fnsli  dcsirrn  fcr  wIrkI- 
liii;4'  >(iiiirtliiiiL,'  out  of"  him. 

*•  WMl,  wh.it   i.>  it   now!'  "'  he  calUd  <-iit,  shortly. 

Thi  If  wa.-,  IK)  aii>\v(  r,  and  lie  uiihtiit  his  hack  witli 
inipaticnci',    nmniii;^'    ''i"'    'I'^i'l    '^^^■''    *''"*    a.-<li-h(>.trcwii 

"  What  the  (It  \  il  i-  it?  Can't  vou  conic  in.'  ' 
And  thciT,  at  the  ojk  nin^-  which  divichd  the  two 
parts  of  the  t.  nt,  he  .saw  .Mary's  face.  It  was  not  tlie 
face  he  knew,  there  were  suhtlc  (hlferences,  the  checks 
were  I)ah-,  dark  rin^rs  had  tractd  themselves  heneath 
her  .v(s,  there  Wire  IK)  ^<M  earrin^rs  swinf^incr  on 
either  side  from  the  .diadow  id"  her  liair,  the  sun- 
warm- d    color    and    vitality    .seemed    to    liave    departed 

from  her. 

••('an  I  come  in  a  minnit?"  she  asked  m  tlic  husky 
voice  he  knew  so  well. 

"  Vou  arc   illr  "   he   cried. 

She    i)ut    her    rinn;K-s    hand    to    her   breast,   beneath 

lier  coat. 

'•  No,  I  ain't,"  slie  said.  "  Alf  '^o\  anrrry  with  mc  hist 
nif^lit.  and  hit  me  yer.  and  I  couldn't  sleep " 

"  The  brute,  the  danuied  bnite'  " 

lie  went  to  her,  and  drew  jur  inside,  making  her 
sit  on  his  bedding. 

"  You  are  wet,  dearest." 

'-That  ain't  nothin'."  she  replied  with  an  attempt  at 
her  old  sweet  smile.     "  If  us  travellers  minded  a  bit  of 

wet,  look — - — " 

"  Off  with  your  coat,  ami  you're  ^o'mcr  to  drink  a 
little  brandv.  I've  some  in  my  flask  hero.  It'll  make 
vou  feel  bett    r."  ^       .„  ,i 

'  She  allowed  him  to  draw  her  coat  off"  with  pontic 
firmness  and  submitted  to  his  authority  cnou<,^h  to 
drink  a  little  of  the  brandy  he  poured  out. 
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'' Vdu  (li)M(l  iiir  \\\[]i  tatti  pani  oiici  ,"  he  said. 
"  Don't  you  !■(  lilt  iiil)ir.-  '' 

"  I   r>  iiuinhi  r.-.,"'  .>Iii    an.sw«  re  d. 

"  Von  are  still  fciliii;^  (luccr,""  he  said  in  di-tn-^^. 

*' No,  I  ain't.  'J'lir  l)iaiidy  doiit  im-  n-Kxl.  It  t  ;  icd 
nic  '11  sick  and  di//_v  la-.t  ni^ht.  tlii)ii;^li." 

Shr  opciud  lur  faded  red  IjIdusc  >iiii|)ly,  and  dis- 
played a  livid  nuirk  on  lur  lift  hrra^t.  "  It's  notliin' 
nnifli,"  >lu'  added  to  allay  his  horror.  And  tlnti  she 
added  as  she  closed  the  blouse:  "lie  didn't  mean  to 
hit  so  liard  ;  his  inorleys  is  like  iron." 

Speech  failed  him  and  she  leant  forward  and  put 
her  hand  on  his  knee. 

"  Don't  krer  like  tli.'it,"  she  said  softly.  "  Now  I 
wishes  I  hadti't  told  you." 

She  siihiiiitted  jias^ively  when  he  ki-<i d  it,  and  suf- 
fered him  to  turn  hack  the  l)lou>e  and  press  his  lips 
gently  to  the  hruise.  When  he  releax d  her,  her  eyes 
were  full  of  tears  which  di<l  not  fall. 

"  I've  made  you  unha{){)y ;  I  always  make  you 
unhajjyn-,"  lie  said. 

"  No,  you  don't  then,  Adam.  You're  all  the  ''ippi- 
ness  I  Rot." 

"  Tell  me,"  he  said,  abruptly.  "  Are  you  going  to 
marry  this  beast?  " 

She  shook  her  head. 

"  He  met  some  one  last  night  as  told  liim  'bout 
you  an'  me.  Charlotte  Cooper  said  he  would.  An' 
he  didn't  believe  as  there  wan't  nothin'  in  it.  lie  tho't 
I'd  a-bin  yer  to  you  last  night,  an'  be  was  waitin'  for 
mc  when  I  got  back." 

"And  he  hit  vou?  " 

»  Yes " 

He   could   not   speak,  but   held  her  hand   to  his   lips, 

"  Whv  did  vou  run  awav  from  me.'  "  he  said  .-it  last. 
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"  Miss  Triro  come,  an'  >lif  told  me  just  whut  Vd 
a-hin  tillin'  invsilf.  It  n\n\  for  you  to  nmrry  n 
travillir,  Adam".  And  she-  told  iiu'  about  tin-  riiunie— 
that    rauiiic,   what    coiiu-    to   xc   you   down    in    tlu'    fi«lil 

that  (lav " 

••  I  tol.l  you,"  hi'  said,  (luickly,  '*  that  >hc  wh,s  notlung 

more  than  my  friend." 

'•  Shf  koms  vou." 

"  Love  must' he  on  both  sides.     Do  you  think  I  want 
her  and  lon<^  for  her  as   I  do  you?" 

"  It"  you  was  to  marry  her-       -" 

"  Han<;  it,  I  won't  marrv  her." 

All    \\U    smothered    hostility    to    Eleanor   hurst    into 
flume  as  he  found  her  an  obstacle  between  himself  and 

Marv.  ,.,11  r    i 

She   leant    her  luad    against    his    shouhlcr,    as    it    to 

pacifv  him. 

"  She's  a  lady  barn " 

"  Damn  her  birth!" 

"  I  must  spik " 

"  You're  nor  to  mention  her  again." 

"  She   was   yer   to-day.      I   seen   the   car   and   hor   in 
it 


He    hiid    his    liaml    over    her    mouth.       She    kissed 
it,    her    great    fawn-brown    eyes    still    glistening    with 

"  Mary,  arc  vou  trving  to  punish  me.-' 

"  Don't  be  a  dinn."  she  said  gently,  drawing  away 

his  hand.  .      ,, 

"  Are  you  going  to  run  away  again.'' 

"  Not  "without  tellin'  you."  she  answered  >hyly. 

"But  never?" 

"  Xover's  a  long  road,"  said  slie. 

Her  eyes  looked  out  at  the  vaporous  forest  without. 
Mrs.    Cooper's    dukkerin    was    in    her    cars.      "There 
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roini'-i  ;i  si^rii-jx*-!  n[  (r()s---r(),iil>.  ^'(ltl  '^nt^  au>'  wav, 
and   the  lioro  rye  iiiiotln  r." 

Ih-  j)uli((i  ill  r  across  to  liiiii. 

"  You'll  In  loll u-  to  iiic  now  and  al\vav>.''  " 

"'As  ion;;  as  voii  want>  nic"  ,>lic  ri|)li(  d  >Io«lv. 

"Why  siioiildn't   Wf  mi   married   tlnnr*' 

'*  Wc'.sc  married  already  travtlKr  way,"  >lie  wliis- 
Jiered.  "  Let  it  hide  at  that,  Adam.  It's  our  vv.avs, 
look,  an'  I  was  givcd  to  you " 

The  old  c'onihat,  the  old  iii>tincf,  aro>e  within  him! 
hut  there  was  also  the  ever-pnst  tit  fear  of  frightening 
his  wild  girl  away  from  him  again. 

"  Mary,  li>ten,"  he  >-aid.  '•  L(  t  the  gypsy  marriage 
linld  for  a  year  and  then,  will  you  marry  tiie  in  the 
gaujo  way?  Somehow,  l\]  like  it.  I  have  noth- 
ing to  give  you  that  is  uorth  what  you  are 
giving  me,  exci  pt  my  name.  And  that  you  won't 
accept." 

"I'll  see,"  said  ^lie,  douhtfully.  "  Mayhe  you'll 
grow  tired  of  me  hv  then." 

"  I  expect  so,"  said  he   ironical! v. 

"Our  traveller  w.avs  ain't   your  ways " 

"  How  often  you've  >aid  that!" 

"If  it  pleases  you,  I'll   promise."  >he  hnathed. 


"What's   the  water  hilin'   for.'      Your  dinner?" 

"  It's  early  for  that.     No,  mv  sliirt." 

"  That's  Tint  men's  work !  ''  slu-  laughed.  "  I'll 
wasli  it  out  for  vou  :  and  look,  there's  the  sun  showin' 
out!" 

"  You're  not  fit   for  washing?  ''  lie  protested. 

"I'm  awriglit,"  >he  assured  him.  "How  could  I 
feci  had  an'  naflo  when  I  was  happy  like  tjiis!  " 

Her  eyes  shono  at  him. 

"What  you  got  for  dinner,  then?"  she  asked. 
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"What     (In     Villi     >:(y     to     .>.lll>:i;^(^  .' "     lit-     >U<^^tstc(l, 
ri  111!  ml  H  I'lri  '^   lui"   t  -i- tc. 

■■  i    ilki  ^    >ail>:li;'i>."   -Ill'   >.liii.       "  I    il'ko    tile    liniM'    tilry 
III  iki  -   ill    till'    I'ra/zlt  ii;^!"!!  ot   .i   \v  i  t    (li_\." 
I  !i    >linu(  (|    Ik  r   |||^   ■,ti>r(  ,-. 
"  \i)\\   ^ic   I'\i    i_;'(it   (■iiciii;^!!   t'nr  twn." 
'■  And  \  nil  lift   all  lliat  _vi  r  \^  In  ti   \  i>ii  liiii  up  'I'liariK  y- 
liinr      lt'>    .1    woiidi-r    it    wa>ii't    took.      Sonic    ot"    tlicin 
dirty     |)(iidi(^"ll     taki'     any  f  Inn;;'.     Ami     it     'twas    iiia^t 
time,  and   tin-    lii;;>   \Nas   alnait,   tluy'd   miicII    it   out,  and 
niaki-  a   tine   iiu  ^>." 

"  IM  no  om-  to  |c  a\('  in  cliar^c."' 

"Anus  "lid  have  coiiir.  SlicM  do  aiiylliin^  for 
yoii." 

"  Slic  otl'i  I't  d  to  coiiH'  oft"  witli  iiK  ."  >;iiil  l/vddon, 
and   lold  tlir  >torv  of  Allu-'>  \i>it  tliat  inoinint;. 

'•  SIr's  a  funny  little  niartil,"  uas  Mary's  coni- 
nicnt.  "Look,  it  is  a-di  ii-in'I  Tlic  hinls  i^  bc^in- 
nln'.      'Flu  re's  a  liit    of  liluc." 

"Tlurc's   all   tile   NiiiiDiii  r  licforc   us'.'' 
]\Iary    Ix  ;i;an    to    take    the    Imilini^   j)ot    off   the   hook. 
lie  s|)ran!4'  forward  and  did  it  for  lur. 
"  What    you    do    that    for?  " 
"  I   don't   want   you   to  lift    the  In  avy  y)ot." 
"  I'm  not  so  had  as  that,"  she  said.     "  Now  for  your 
sliirt.     Wi'U  he  ahlr  to  dry  it  after  all,  if  tlii.s  Jer  rain 
kil)s  oH'." 

"  I  want  to  move  to-day." 
"What,  till'  kee|nrs  liin  after  you.'*' 
"  No.     I   just  want  to  Lnt  oif.      .\  lartTe  hit  of  Enj?- 
land    hilon',^-    to    u- — all    the    roads    and    all    the    way- 
sides." 

"  ^'ou'll  .-oon  find  tiny  dot  sn't  wlu  n  the  gav- 
nmshes  and  tliem  comes  after  you  and  movc.s  you 
on." 
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"  I  want  to  he  iiiovi  li  on.'' 

"  I  ilon't  kiir  will  ic  \\r  ^ocs,''  s.iiil  Marv.  Sin- 
stopptii  In  r  fora(^in;^r  }',,i-  fl,,  Muip  to  ki>-.  tin-  arm  that 
was  around  lur  wai-<t  .irul  >|ioki'  ^^ltll  tli"  'loarsi  rif>.s 
that  hi'  kni  H  inrant  miDlion.  "So  loni^  a--  vuu'k  \sitii 
ini',  Adam.'' 

*'  What    ar<^-    vou    I,iintiii^-    for.'  "    lie-   a-kid.    Iia;  viiiir 
hi.i  facT  in  tlu-  >inokv  d  nk  liair. 
"  Soap." 

"  J{othi'r    the    shii'f.      I{rsi(h  >,    i'\i'    only    thi     soap    I 
wash  with  and  tliat".^  a  uat'tr." 

**  Weil,  voiiM  hr>t  ^tt  -"onic  at'on-  wc  starts,  (h)\\n 
Tharncvhill,"  >hr  >aid   |)ract  ic  dly. 

'*  \\f     won't     ;4<)     through      riiorMiyhilh       \V<  '11     o;o 

throiif;h  IhirlfV.     You'll  u.nd  mhih-  things,  too." 

''I  don't   want  much."  -he  -aid  ncxlt-tlv. 

"I   know  one   thinn'   vou    uant.  and    that'',    your  i  :»r- 

rintrs !      You   don't    look    vour^clf    without    tlhui.      I'll 

buy   you   sonu'   new   oius   i:i    the   lir^t    toun    wf   ha\c   to 

pas-i  tlirou^h.     There's  somethin<j;  eUe>  too    " 

He  took  thr  rino;>  out  of  hi^  pocki  t  and  slipped  them 
on  luT  brown  hand. 

"   I'here.   now    you   look   iiiari'ied." 
She  lau<^hed,  with  a  touch  id'  constraint. 
"  A(hini  !     You're    beyavin'    like    as     if    you    w.as     a 
cliayi." 

"  I'm  ^oinrr  to  })ut  our  f^ood>  and  chattel  to;^(  (her, 
and  ])ack  tliom  in  the  cart." 

IIo  went,  whistlinir,  out  anioiiLC  the  w.t  Li;orsed)usli(^ 
outside,  and  drao;rred  the  tarpaulin  oil"  the  cart.  The 
donkey  looked  up.  a-  thouj^rh  it  km  w  a  iourrny  was 
before  it.  The  rain  liad  <{i)|)ped  and  the  sun.  >hinin;^ 
tlirou;^}]  the  di>.appearin<.j  vajxMir,  m/'ale  the  h:iti<rinLC 
droi)s  trlitter  and  >hininier  with  llvinij  liiiht.  Away  in 
tlie    enclosure    the    cuckoo    bei^an    to    call:      '"("uckoo! 
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Cuckoo!      Cuckoo  I"         I,v«l(|oti      >to|)|H(l      wliistling     to 
iiiiit.'itf   it,   li^lit  In  ;tit(  (llv. 

.M.uv    v\,il(|i((l   ainl   ii-.l(tii(i,  uiiii  ii  tuin-  t  \t«,. 

Tilt  II    >!li'    r.i|<|((l    tlir    ,(ii!r<|    shirt.       •*   If    We're    siiif'till', 

it'll   li;i\(    to  (III   tf^^iiiorr>  r,"  she   >.ii(|   ti>  lieisi  If. 
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